Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer

Grading System for Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close

 Novel unit created for an 11 honors or 12th grade English Language Arts class.
Reading Log: 

20 %

IM conversation:
          5   %

Found Poetry:

15 %

Blog Entries:

15 %

Stuff that happened to me: 15 %

Class Participation
15 %

Critical Lens essay
15 %

Total Points Possible      100 %

Lesson 1:  So many names... 

What’s on for today and why:  Today is the beginning of our novel unit on Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer. Though we will not begin reading the novel today; today’s lesson will be the basis for the themes discussed within this novel. Today’s lesson will focus on a poem by Billy Collins written for the first anniversary of 9/11. The students will be given the poem without introduction or explication. They will be told to read the poem silently and jot down any thoughts about it. After they have done this they will be given a altered version that we will read together as a class.

What to do:
1. The Names by Billy Collins

I will begin by handing out the poem by Collins (handout 1) and having the class read over it silently and underline any lines that appeal to them and have them hypothesize over the meaning of the poem and jot down what they it is talking about. After the class has read over the poem and come to some consensus on what it is about we discuss and lines and ideas that they thought to be the most interesting. We will then try to figure out why certain lines made us think some things and how others changed those thoughts. I will then hand out the same poem but split into sections (handout 2).

                        2. Group read aloud
For this part of the lesson I have marked the poem at sections in which a student should sit. The class will read the poem together, once we get to a name in the poem 1 student (this number may change depending upon the # of students in the class) will sit down and cease reading the poem. This will continue until there is one reader left. Once this activity is finished we will discuss what kind of effect this activity had on the students understanding of what this poem is talking about. 

                         3. Introduction to Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close

Students will be given copies of Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close they will be given the names of the main characters and told that there are two intertwining stories in the novel. I feel that giving them too much information may mold the way that they read the book and I want them to make their own judgments.

`
 4. Homework
Students will be told to read pages 1-15 of Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close. They will be told that they must complete a reading log, which will incorporate their thoughts on the characters introduced to them as well as what is going on within the novel. These readings logs must be at least 250 words preferably typed. They will also be handed out a reading log checklist, which will need to be checked off by me daily to make sure that they are keeping up with their reading.

How did it go?
This lesson was a success if students were willing participants in the group activity. Also if students seriously contemplated what the poem was trying to say and wrote down a substantial amount of ideas then they would have gotten a good introduction to the themes of the book.

Handout 1

 The Names by Billy Collins

Yesterday, I lay awake in the palm of the night.

A soft rain stole in, unhelped by any breeze,

And when I saw the silver glaze on the windows,

I started with A, with Ackerman, as it happened,

Then Baxter and Calabro,

Davis and Eberling, names falling into place

As droplets fell through the dark.

Names printed on the ceiling of the night.

Names slipping around a watery bend.

Twenty-six willows on the backs of a stream.

In the morning, I walked out barefoot

Among thousands of flowers

Heavy with dew like the eyes of tears,

And each had a name --

Fioro inscribed on a yellow petal

Then Gonzalez and Han, Ishikawa and Jenkins.

Names written in the air

And stitched into the cloth of the day.

A name under a photograph taped to a mailbox.

Monogram on a torn shirt,

I see you spelled out on storefront windows

And on the bright unfurled awnings of this city.

I say the syllables as I turn the corner --

Kelly and Lee,

Medina, Nardella, and O’Connor.

When I peer into the woods,

I see a thick tangle where letters are hidden

As in a puzzle concocted for children.

Parker and Quigley in the twigs of an ash,

Rizzo, Schubert, Torres, and Upton,

Secrets in the boughs of an ancient maple.

Names written in the pale sky.

Names rising in the updraft amid buildings.

Names silent in stone

Or cried out behind a door.

Names blown over the earth and out to sea.

In the evening – weakening light, the last swallows.

A boy on the lake lifts his oars.

A woman by a window puts a match to a candle,

And the names are outlined on the rose clouds --

Vanacore and Wallace,

(let X stand, if it can, for the ones unfound)

Then Young and Ziminsky, the final jolt of Z.

Names etched on the head of a pin.

One name spanning a bridge, another undergoing a tunnel.

A blue name needfled into the skin.

Names of citizens, workers, mothers and fathers,

The bright-eyed daughter, the quick son.

Alphabet of names in a green field.

Names in the small tracks of birds.

Names lifted from a hat

Or balanced on the tip of the tongue.

Names wheeled into the dim warehouse of memory.

So many names, there is barely room on the walls of the heart. 

Handout 2 

The Names by Billy Collins

Yesterday, I lay awake in the palm of the night.

A soft rain stole in, unhelped by any breeze,

And when I saw the silver glaze on the windows,

I started with A, with Ackerman,(student sits) as it happened,

Then Baxter (students sits) and Calabro (students sits),

Davis (student sits) and Eberling (student sits), names falling into place

As droplets fell through the dark.

Names printed on the ceiling of the night.

Names slipping around a watery bend.

Twenty-six willows on the backs of a stream.

In the morning, I walked out barefoot

Among thousands of flowers

Heavy with dew like the eyes of tears,

And each had a name --

Fioro(student sits)   inscribed on a yellow petal

Then Gonzalez(student sits)   and Han (student sits), Ishikawa(student sits)  and Jenkins(student sits)  .

Names written in the air

And stitched into the cloth of the day.

A name under a photograph taped to a mailbox.

Monogram on a torn shirt,

I see you spelled out on storefront windows

And on the bright unfurled awnings of this city.

I say the syllables as I turn the corner --

Kelly(student sits)   and Lee(student sits)  ,

Medina (student sits), Nardella (student sits), and O’Connor (student sits)  .

When I peer into the woods,

I see a thick tangle where letters are hidden

As in a puzzle concocted for children.

Parker (student sits)   and Quigley (student sits)  in the twigs of an ash,

Rizzo(student sits), Schubert (student sits), Torres (student sits), and Upton (student sits),

Secrets in the boughs of an ancient maple.

Names written in the pale sky.

Names rising in the updraft amid buildings.

Names silent in stone

Or cried out behind a door.

Names blown over the earth and out to sea.

In the evening – weakening light, the last swallows.

A boy on the lake lifts his oars.

A woman by a window puts a match to a candle,

And the names are outlined on the rose clouds --

Vanacore(student sits)   and Wallace(student sits)  ,

(let X stand, if it can, for the ones unfound)

Then Young (student sits)  and Ziminsky (student sits) ,( PAUSE) the final jolt of Z.

Names etched on the head of a pin.

One name spanning a bridge, another undergoing a tunnel.

A blue name needled into the skin.

Names of citizens, workers, mothers and fathers,

The bright-eyed daughter, the quick son.

Alphabet of names in a green field.

Names in the small tracks of birds.

Names lifted from a hat

Or balanced on the tip of the tongue.

Names wheeled into the dim warehouse of memory.

So many names, there is barely room on the walls of the heart. 
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Lesson 2: What the?

What’s on for today and why:  For homework they will have read pages 1-15 and written a journal entry on what they read. Today’s lesson will incorporate the idea of “Found Poetry.” Students will be using the first page of Extremely Loud…to create their “own” poetry. This is a good way to get students interested (if they are not already) in the text and to let them create something that has the feeling of the text present in it.

What to do: 
1.  Collect Journal Entries. Explain Blog System


      Students will be told that starting for this evenings homework that they 

will need to create a blog account at www.blogger.com they will be I     informed that they will need to post all journal entries in their account and that they will be expected to comment on at least 2 other students comments. 

2. Found Poetry
     Students will be told what today’s class will be doing and will be given an explanation of found poetry. 


Found Poetry: A poem made up entirely of words and phrases from an excerpt in a book, journal, or letter. The simple rule of found poetry is that you are only allowed to use words that can be found in the excerpt that you are looking at. Example: if the word “bye” is not in the passage than you are not permitted to use it. 

    After this explanation is given students will be told that they must create a 12-15-line poem. They will have roughly 20 minutes to do this and if it seems that they are finished in under that we will begin earlier. 

3. Poetry Reading
    Once students have finished writing their poems volunteers will be asked to read their poems and then random students will be asked to read. Students who are not reading will be asked to keep in mind some of the poems and what themes they seem to express. Hopefully this will lead into a discussion about Oskar’s frame of mind through out the chapter and the way that he handles certain things.

4. Wrap-up
     Students will be asked what they thought of creating their poems using phrases and ideas from another’s work. 

Questions such as: 

· How did this affect the way you wrote your poem?

· Knowing what this first chapter is about did you try to shape you poem to focus on these ideas?

· What kind of tone did your poem take on? Was this intentional? Accidental?

5. Homework
    Students will be reading pages 16-34 for homework tonight. I will ask them to consider the way that Foer sets up the chapter as well as the significance of the letter. Students will also be reminded that we are now moving into the second storyline in the novel and will be asked to consider how this strengthens the original one. What does it add to it? What does it take away from it? IMPORTANT- Students must go to their blog and share some of their ideas and thoughts. 

How did it go?  This lesson can be considered successful if it is obvious that the students really thought about their poetry. If the students used the knowledge that they have of Oskar from this first chapter and what he has gone through up to this point to consciously or subconsciously create their poem—as long as they can identify what they did that is fine.

Lesson 3: To my unborn child…

What’s on for today and why:  Students will be looking at the idea of written conversations and the way in which this affects the writer of the letter. Students themselves will be participating in a silent conversation—this will give them some idea on the frustration that the novel writer feels and how it makes them feel. 


It is important for students to see how this chapter explains a lot to the read, but also leaves the reader grasping for more information. A silent conversation is an interesting way to test the students on their ability to carry a huge decision like this through. This also shows the students the strength and patience it must have taken this character to make this long-term decision.

What to do:
1.  Recap
             Class will begin with students discussing some things that they posted 

             on their blog. (If conversation comes to a halt I will bring up some  

             thoughts from their posts without naming names).  Students will also  

             be asked to share their ideas on writing letters. They will be asked 

             when the last time that they wrote a full letter to someone discussing 

             things that they may not be able to say to their face. Students will also 

             be asked to consider the subject of “Why I’m Not Where You Are 

             5/21/63” 

· How is the subject matter significant to the main story?

· What does this letter say about the person?

· What do you think of Foer’s use of one line on a page?

· How does this add to the effect of the letter?

2. Silent conversations
    Students will now be told that they will spend the next 15 minutes have a silent conversation with the person to the right of them. They will be told that the conversation can be about anything that they want, BUT they must write everything out and may not vocalize anything.  Once they have done this they will be told to consider the way Foer has the writer write his letter—they will now have to take their conversations and emulate his. This should take roughly 10 minutes. They do not need to use their own conversation but they should use about 10 lines from each person (20 in total)

3. Group Discussion
     The class will now come together to share some of their “letters” and will be asked to comment on how this changed a simple note passing activity into something that made them focus on what they were doing and how some things should be expressed.  

4. Homework
     Students will be assigned pages 35-74 for homework. They will need to continue with their blog and commenting on other student’s ideas and thoughts. Students will also be told in to bring in an empty box of some sorts (shoes, gift, etc.) this will be used for their “Stuff That Happened To Me Box.”  The reason for this project will be discuss tomorrow—once everyone has brought in a box.

How did it go?  This lesson is about having fun and learning what it is like to constantly writing rather than speaking. Students should have been able to recreate the type of letter in the book with their own conversations. Students should have also been able to precisely discuss what kind of effect this letter has on the book so far and what they think will be the outcome of this letter.

Lesson 4: The vase, the key, and the closet.

What’s on for today and why: Students will have read pages 35-74 for homework and would have brought in their own “Stuff That Happened To Me” box (we’ll get to that later in the lesson or possibly tomorrow). Today students will be discussing the look of this character and the important of it to the novel. 


It is important for the students to know that Foer made a conscious choice when he was writing his novel to incorporate certain design schemes as well as certain things that may not seem important to the average reader. Therefore, students’ will be working in groups and looking at how it is set up after they have done that they will come back as a group to discuss the story as well as the way Foer has set it up.

What to do: 
1. Groups



    Students should be placed into groups of 4. They will be told that they 

                             need to look at pages 35-74 and consider what text fills the page  

                             and why the pictures that are included are important. They will 

                             have 10 minutes to complete this. After they have done this we 

                             will come together as a group and discuss what they found and why 

                             they think that may be the case with this novel.

2. Looking for Black, Finding Schell

I will now ask the students to express what they think about the scene in the art store. I will pose questions that they may answer or simply build off of. 

· Oskar goes in looking for Black, but he finds his “father.”  Because of this realization Oskar decides to go around NYC and ask anyone named “Black” if they knew his father. Why is this important? Is Oskar search about his father really that or is there something more?

· Oskar’s mother and grandmother both make reference to him about how he reminds them of his father. What do you think this does to the mind of a 9 year old? What could this being do to a child who has lost a parent? 

· In one of the most poignant parts of the book we learn that Oskar’s father calls on 9/11 when Oskar is in the house. Why does Oskar feel as if his mother cannot hear the messages? Is it really about protecting her and if so why? 

3. Stuff That Happened To Me

Students will not be told that the boxes that they brought in for homework will be used for their own “Stuff That Happened To Me” objects. They will be told that while Oskar had pictures and objects there are to have short stories and accounts of certain things that are of importance to them. Students will be told that these accounts should be at least 1 ½ pages and that they are more than welcome to have objects or pictures that tie into what they are writing about. They will be told that this will be collected at the end of this novel unit and that they must have at least 10 entries and no more than 20. That will hopefully force them to focus on the most important things that have happened to them.

4. Homework

Students will be reading pages 75-107 for homework. They will be told to pay special attention to the voice of the letter as well as what conspires within it.  Students will also be embarking on Oskar’s search for Black. After they read the 2 chapters they will be told to watch this clip <http://www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com/audio/foer_high.rm> of Jonathan Safran Foer and his search for Black. 

How did it go?
If students considered all aspects of the novel and the importance o



of why the novel is set up the way that it is. Students should also  

                                    have discussed the scene in the art store as well as what happened 

                                    on 9/11 when his father called. If they did this with deep analysis 

and thought then the lesson was on track.

Lesson 5: My feelings and disappointments

What’s on for today and why: Students will be doing a close reading of the letter to 

Oskar. They will be doing this to get a deeper meaning from the letter. Today’s lesson is important in the scheme of things because the students will need to look at the letter, the importance of the letter, and what it says about the writer—other than the obvious. 

What to do:
1. Groups



Students will be put into groups of 2 and told to consider the letter and its 

importance to the story. They will need to look closely at the contents of the letter as well as the story it tells about Oskar’s grandmother and the man in the coffee shop. Once students have worked on that for about minutes they will come back together as a group explain what generalization that they came to. 

2. Defining oneself
Students will be told to look at page 99 in their book and look at Oskar’s business card. 

· What does this say about Oskar?

· How does defining himself this way give him substance as a person? Does it or is it a way to feel whole?

· How would you define yourself?

Students will be given 5 minutes to define them selves as they would on a business card. After they are done they will be asked to share what they wrote.

3. Wrap-up

Students will be asked to go around the room and complete this sentence “Today I learned…” they should be able answer this with what they learned while doing the close reading or the activity about defining yourself.

5. Homework

Students will be assigned pages 108-141 and they will be reminded that they should keep posting their thoughts, ideas, and responses on their blog.

How did it go?
Students should have been able to define themselves in some way, because they are high school students it is likely that they defined themselves in more than one way and that makes the responses much more interesting. Students should have also been able to come to some conclusion about the letter and how it shows what type of person Oskar’s grandmother was and is.

Lesson 6: Living Pictures

What’s on for today: Today students will be creating living pictures from any scene between pages 108-141. Living pictures are frozen snapshots from a particular scene in the text in which students are the characters. 


This is an interesting activity because students have a lot to consider in regards to the scene that they are capturing. They must consider how they want the scene to look, what the characters are doing, and how the characters are interacting between each other.

What to do:
1.  Directions


Students will be placed into groups of 5-- this is so that they have enough people to play the characters as well as some to act as consultants. Students will be told that they need to pick any scene from pages 108-141 and make a living picture. They will be told that they must consider the relationship between those in the scene in order to appropriately depict the scene. Students will be told that those who are playing the characters have a minimal amount of say in how they are to stand and act. Those who are the consultants will need to make the majority of the decisions and come up with a reason why they chose to do something a certain way. 


2. Viewing of Pictures

Groups will be called up one by one and told to explain what scene they are blocking, why they chose this particular scene, why they chose to act the scene out this way. Students will then have the ability to comment on what their classmates did and if they thought the picture depicted the scene accurately.


3.Homework

Read pages 142-173. Students will be required to IM one person this evening after they have read the chapter and discuss what they would do if they were in Oskar’s position. Would they search high and lo for the answer to an unknown question? Would they search all over the 5 boroughs in search of something that may not exist? Would they befriend random people and have them help you on your quest? How would you feel if you were Oskar? 

Students are required to e-mail me their IM conversations by 10 pm this evening at jadebottitta@yahoo.com.

How did it go?
As long as the living pictures depict some scene within the allotted pages and the students actually explain why they did something on way and why they chose that scene then the lesson went fine. Students will have needed to take their jobs seriously in order for the scenes to be believable.

Lesson 7: Partner in Crime

What’s on for today and why:  Today’s lesson will begin with the discussion of the IM conversations I was emailed. This activity will be kept anonymous, but I will be reading excerpts from the conversations and asking students for any thoughts that they may have. We will then move on to looking at the title of the chapter on page 142  “Heavy Boots Heavier Boots” this title is obviously significant so why is that the case? Students will also be looking at how Abe Black has defined everything that he has come across and that he knows. 

What to do:
1. IM Conversations


I will begin the class by reading thoughts and ideas that students wrote in their IM conversations. This will be anonymous, but I want to get ideas from the other students as to what they think about ideas and thoughts brought up by their classmates


2. “Heavy Boots Heavier Boots”


Students will free write for 5 minutes on what they think this title means from their readings as well as what they would think this meant had they not read the chapter. After they have had some time to write I will ask for some volunteers to share their thoughts and ideas.


3. Fishbowl Conversation


Students will be told to put 5 desks in the center of the room and with the remainder create a circle around the 5 in the center. I will ask for volunteers to begin the discussion on the importance of defining something and how would they define something or someone. The rules of the Fishbowl are as follows: 

1. Those in the center must converse for 5 minutes before they can be interrupted.

2. If someone wants to join the conversation they must walk up to one person and tap them on their shoulder signaling their time is up in the fishbowl.

3. One student is permitted to talk at any given time, if you have something to say you must put a thumb up.

4. Students who have been tapped out are permitted to rejoin the fishbowl whenever they choose. 

Ideally all students will have participated in the Fishbowl, realistically some will not. In this case I plan on asking those who did not participate what they thought about the conversation and whether or not they had any ideas.

3. Homework
Students will need to define the following names and words following this lesson.

How did it go?  Students who participated in the discussion and those who answered 

   follow up questions should have done so with the knowledge that they  

   have gained while reading this book. Students should also have  

   incorporated examples from the book to bolster their argument. As long 

   as students were  respectful of others ideas and shared their own then 

   this lesson was fine.

How do we define the things we know?

For this assignment you will need to come up with a one word  definition for the following names and words.

Oskar:

Dad:

Mom:

Ada:

Roller coasters:

Heavy Boots

Incredibly Alone

Love:

Happy:

Lesson 8: My Feelings

What’s on for today and why:  Today the students will be participating in a Socratic 

     Seminar. This will most likely take up the entire period    

     So when they enter the class they will see that their  

    chairs have been place in a large circle and they will be 

    given their instructions. It would be wise for them to 

    start as soon as possible

What to do:

1. Socratic Seminar Directions




Students will be given the following directions:

· The conversation is yours, you decide where you want to take the conversation.

· My opening question is just that—an opening question.

· You are more than welcomed to ask you own questions about the chapter.

· Do not direct you comments to me direct them to your classmates.

· Listen to your classmates and comment on what they have to say or add to it.

· Side conversations will not be tolerated.

· Show respect to your classmates. 

· You may criticize an idea. You may NOT criticize a classmate.

2. Pose an Opening Question
In the grandmothers letter to Oskar she writes, “I miss you already, Oskar. I missed you even when I was with you. That’s been my problem. I miss what I already have, and I surround myself with things that are missing” (174). What does she mean? How can you miss something that you have? Please use textual examples to uphold your argument.

3. Keep Conversation going
If the conversation seems to be dying wait and see if the silence bothers them enough to begin talking again. if this does not work pose another question based on something someone has already said. Once the conversation is over ask the students questions such as: What did you like? What did you not like? How could this have been better? How do you think this worked in the dynamics of the class?

4. Homework



Read pages 187-216. The students will be writing a letter to the 

grandmother in response to her letter to Oskar. Students will take 

on the persona of Oskar and write from his point of view. They may take the letter into any direction that they want, but they should stay true to what the grandmother has written to him. This letter will be posted on their Blog. 

How did it go?
The students should have kept the Socratic Seminar going with

their thoughts and observations. They have read enough of this book to get a good idea of what the characters are like and what makes them tick. Hopefully they would have brought some of that into the conversation

Lesson 9: Doctors 

What’s on for today and why:   Today we will be looking at the passages on pages 

      200-207. Students will be working in groups to come

      up with a prompt book and quick skit to show the  

     relationship between Oskar and Dr. Fein . This will get 

     them thinking about the absolute disgust that Oskar feels 

      about trying to be made to feel better. 

What to do: 

1. Prompt Book 




Students will be told to regroup with their living pictures 

group members and pick a section of dialogue between Oskar and Dr. Fein. They will need to look at how they think their conversation goes and how they interact physically with each other.  Students will have 20 minutes to write down ideas and practice their skit.

2. Performance Time
Students will now have the chance to perform what they have been working on. We will not get any comments from the rest of the class at this point.

3. Relationships
After they have performed their skits we will have a class discussion on the different ways that the relationship between Oskar and Dr. Fein was portrayed and how the different portrayals changes how we saw their relationship to begin with.  

4. Homework

Read pages 217-259. Students will be told that on the following Thursday (or in 5 days) they will be presenting on one account in their “Stuff That Happened To Me” box. They will need to make sure that they are prepared to discuss what ever it is that they want and they will need to be prepared to hand in their box.

How did it go?
This lesson went fine as long as the students had fun and came up 

with innovative ways to portray the relationship of Oskar and Dr. Fein. Students should have also been able to clearly explain why they made the decisions that they did. 

Lesson 10: The Renter

What on for today and why: Today we will b working on fleshing out the dialogue on 

pages 224-233. Student can chose to work in groups or pairs. They must use some dialogue from each page to make their story. The point of this activity is to show the students that there is something more to simply dialogue on a page. Students will have to look for meaning, voice, and actions of the characters. They will be creating their own short story from this pre-written dialogue.

What to do:

1. Groups or Pair




Have class meet in the computer lab. 


Have students decide who they will be working with and 

                                    explain that they will be using the dialogue written on 

pages 224-233 to create a short story of their choosing. Explain that they must use some dialogue from each page, but their stories can go in whatever direction they want. Students will also be directed to write one sentence each— and then repeat that process until they feel that their stories are complete. Students should then print out the stories and hand in. This will take all period so advise students that they need to read pages 260-284 for homework and enter their thoughts and feelings on their blog. 

How did it go? 
As long as students worked diligently through out the 

period and turned in a story of substance then this lesson was fine.

Lesson 11: I Don’t Speak

What’s on for today and why:  Students will be looking at an excerpt from page 280 

that gives us the first meeting between Oskar and his  grandfather. This is an important scene to look at because it shows the reader that Oskar is not this cool, collected boy that we have been traveling with, but that he is scared and lonely. We will also be looking at the passage on page 234. This is important for the students to see the change in stories depending on the narrator.

What to do:

1.  The renter’s narrative

Have the students look at the narrative of when Oskar and his    grandfather meet for the first time. What does this say about Oskar? What does this say about the grandfather? Does this scene look slightly familiar? If they say yes or even no have them turn to page 234 and skim over the pages. This should now look familiar and we can now begin our discussion on how two people can see or live through the same thing, but see it differently and react to it differently.


2. I don’t speak.

Students will now look at the fact that Oskar is sharing things with a man that he does not know, but that has physical and characteristic traits that remind him of his father. Why doesn’t he make the connection? Why is Oskar so inclined to spill his story out to this man? Does he realize something subconsciously?

3. Homework 

Have students consider the relationship between Oskar and his grandfather.  They will need to write a response on their blog about what they think of it and what they think it means in the bigger scheme of things.  Read pages 285-305. E-mail me a response to this chapter.

How did it go?
Students should have hypothesized about the relationship and shared ideas. If they did that then the lesson went well.

Lesson 12: The Answer

What’s on for today and why:  Students will be participating in a Socratic Seminar to

work out their thoughts and feelings about the chapter they read for homework. This is a chance for them to let their emotions out about what they found out and allows them to make a connection to Oskar that they may not have realized that they had.

What to do:

1. Socratic Seminar




Students are already aware of the rules of the Socratic Seminar so 

pose this question and let their minds go. “We found out who owns 

the key, what the key belongs to, and we learn that the owner of   

the key was looking for Oskar. How does this affect what you 

 thought was going to happen?  What does this mean for Oskar?”

2. Homework

Read pages 306-end. Remind students that in 2 days they will be giving their mini presentation

How did it go?
This chapter was emotional for many reasons. Oskar did not really find what he was looking for and returns home empty handed. Students should have brought some of this emotion and disbelief into the Socratic Seminar. If they did and if they questioned the choices that Foer makes in this chapter then they accomplished the goal.

Lesson 13:  Filling the void

What’s on for today and why:  Students will be looking at song lyrics from Steven 

     Tyler and Santana in order to make the connection 

     between what the song is talking about and what   

     Oskar’s decisions are. Students need to look at what  

     Oskar has been going through throughout his entire  

      journey. This class will be mostly a question / answer     

     day and simply a day to discuss how the book ends.

What to do:

1. Hand out lyrics to “Just Feel Better”

Have students stand in a circle and read one line each of the song lyrics. After they have done this have the students read two lines each. Once they have done this ask if they see any similarities to Oskar’s frame of mind at the end of the novel. Do these song lyrics say what Oskar is feeling? Do they adequately express all that Oskar has gone through and all that he has searched for?

Given Oskar’s conversations with his mother does this connect with the song? (Conversation follows)

2. Question and Answer session
Have students ask the class any questions that they may have about the novel. This can be a question about anything as long as it is appropriate class discussion. 

3. Found Poetry
Have students create a poem in 10minutes using pages 323-326. The poem should be about 10 lines and capture the essence of Oskar at this very moment.

4. Homework 

Students should complete mini presentation that will be given tomorrow.

How did it go? 
The lesson was effective if the students shared their ideas and views based on the ending of the novel. Students should have completed a found poem that captures what Oskar has gone through the last 2 years.


Just Feel Better- Steven Tyler and Santana

I've got the key to the door 
But it just won't open 

And I know, I know, I know 
Part of me says let it go 
That life happens for a reason 
I don't, I don't, I don't 
It goes I never went before 
But this time, this time 

I'm gonna try anything that just feel better 
Tell me what to do 
You know I can't see through the haze around me 
And I do anything that just feel better 

And I can't find my way 
Girl I need a change 
And I do anything that just feel better 
Any little thing that just feel better 

She said I need you to hold me 
I'm a little far from the shore 
And I'm afraid of sinking 
You're the only one who knows me 
And who doesn't ignore 
That my soul is weeping 

I know, I know, I know 
Part of me says let it go 
Everything must have it seasons 
Round and round it goes 
And every day's a one before 
But this time, this time 

I'm gonna try anything that just feels better 
Tell me what to do 
You know I can't see through the haze around me 
And I do anything that just feel better 

And I can't find my way 
God I need a change 
And I do anything that just feel better 
Any little thing that just feel better 

Long try to holding on 
To all things I ought to leave behind, yeah 
It's really getting nowhere 
I think I need a little help this time! 

Yeah, 

I'm gonna try anything that just feel better 
Tell me what to do 
You know I can't see through the haze around me 
And I do anything that just feel better 

And I can't find my way 
Girl I need a change 
And I do anything that just feel better 
Any little thing that just feel better

She said, “You’re awake.”

I started crying.

She opened her arms and said, “What is it?”

I ran to her and said, “I don’t want to be hospitalized.”

She pulled me into her so my head was against the soft part of her shoulder, and she  

squeezed me. “You’re not going to be hospitalized.”

I told her, “I promise I’m going to be better soon.”

She said. “There’s nothing wrong with you.”

“I’ll be happy and normal.”

She put her fingers around the back of my neck.

I told her, “I tried incredibly hard. I don’t know how I could have tried harder.”

Page 323

Lesson 14: Stuff That Happened To Me

What’s on for today and why: Students will be presenting on their Stuff That Happened To Me box.

What to do:

1. Show Time

Students will present on their choice of events and will answer questions from their classmates.

How did it go:
Presenters should have generated commentary and questions from their classmates.
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