Lesson 7: Let’s go home, Debbie

*viewing chapters 39-44

Chapters to focus on 43-44

What’s on for today and why:   Today we will be focusing on the change that occurs with in Ethan and the decisions that he ultimately decides to make. Students will be watching the last 20 or so minutes of The Searchers. During these last few scenes the true character of Ethan Edwards is seen. 


It is important for students to see exactly how Ethan changed and what was the ultimate decision for that change. 

What to do:  1. What makes a man?
Have students discuss what type of many Ethan Edwards is and what kind of man Martin Pawley is; this discussion to look at the decision that both men have made as well as comments that Ethan has made throughout the movie. Once they have done this, the students should hypothesize about what is going to happen and anything that indicates this in past scenes.

2. The mind of a man
After chapter 43, students should discuss what made Ethan change his mind. There are many indicators throughout the film that should the bond between Ethan and Debbie, but what do the students think the deciding factor is?

3. Last scene
After this scene students should take in what they have just seen and discuss the meaning behind the decisions made and the way in which John Ford has depicted Ethan as a man that will never find peace and who will wander the rest of his days looking for something that may not exist. 

4. Final Assessment
Students should now be reminded that in 1 weeks time their alternate ending / lost scene film treatment is due. They should be told that they must work with their original groups and that the film treatment should cover the last 10 minutes of the film or the first 10 minutes of the lost scene. 

How did it go? The deciding factor on whether this lesson was successful is based upon 

   the students ability to see Ethan for who he really is and to have a      

  discussion that shares their beliefs about him as well as what they think 

  will happen to him. 

