Lesson 4: The names Ethan
This lesson will cover chapters 5-20 of The Searchers

What’s on for today and why: Students will be viewing chapters 5-20 today of The Searchers. During this viewing we will be paying special attention to the relationship between Martin and Ethan and the power struggle these two characters have to overcome in order to work together. Students will also be told that now that they have viewed the first 40 minutes of the film they should begin to fill in their character development sheet (following this lesson) to better help them write the alternate ending / scene that is their final project. 


Students will be looking for certain character traits throughout this film in order to better understand the question posed in song during opening credits “What makes a man to wander?” Answering this question will also help the students complete their final project in a way that looks at the mentality of the character and how that affects their decisions. 

What to do:
1. Character Development Sheet 



      Students will be handed the character development sheet. They will be

                  advised that they should pay special attention to the relationship

                  between Martin and Ethan and hypothesize about how it could change 


      for the better or worse. 

2. Scene Study

Stop the film at 15:01 and discuss Martins intuition about the trail that they are following. How could his knowledge affect the story had Ethan listened to it? Or could there been a different outcome or not?

Stop the film at 27:00 discuss the meaning of Ethan’s speech. Why does he call Marin a “blankethead” (a derogatory name for one of Native American descent)? What was the purpose? Did Martin warrant that comment? 

Why does Martin cry after shooting the Indian? What does this mean for him as a person?

What does Ethan have to do? Is there really just one thing that he must do?

Why is Ethan constantly saying “If they’re alive” (in regards to Debbie and Lucy) what does this say about his faith in the Comanches?

Note Stop the film when Brad comes back to after finding “Lucy”
3. Follow up

Have the class consider the following questions:

1. What are characteristics that identify the Western as a genre?

2. In what way does the landscape become a character in the story? What does the landscape do in the story? Who is in the landscape and who is simply on it? A device that appears repeatedly in the film is the “framing” of landscapes within doorways and spaces which open out into them, an of individuals inside and outside those portal. Examine this as they appear in the story. What does each of these represent, and how do they form part of the storytelling of the film?

*Questions adapted from www.library.csi.cuny.edu


4. Homework



The students should have started taking notes on the characters as 





 to complete their final film treatment. Therefore, this evening they 

                                     will be going onto the class website and commenting upon 

                                     characters, story, setting, and what they think will happen during 

                                     the next viewing

The Searchers Character Development Sheet

	Character
	Our first meeting
	Development by the end of the film

	Ethan
	
	

	Martin
	
	

	Debbie
	
	

	Laurie
	
	


