Lesson 3: The return of the prodigal brother

This lesson will cover the first 10 minutes of The Searchers.

What’s on for today and why:  We will be watching the first 10 minutes of John Ford’s The Searchers three times. During the first viewing students will be place in groups of 5 and each will have a role to play that is outlined on The Searchers Expert Group Handout. During the first viewing students will have to fill in the appropriate columns for their role. During the second viewing students will all watch the clip and take notes on what they notice. 


It is important for students to notice deliberate choices that the director made, therefore, they will need to actively watch or listen and take note of themes and or symbols that are included. 

(Note: any group that did not present their film treatment to the class during the previous lesson will do so before the viewing of the film)

What to do: 
1. Experts

Students will be broken up into groups of 5 and will each be given a copy of The Searchers Expert Group Handout- they will then need to choose a part.

2. 1st Viewing of chapters 2-5
     During this first watching students will be taking notes in the categories denoted on their work sheet. They will need to pay special attention to the scene as to not miss any important factors that play a role in their “job.”

  3.  2nd viewing of chapters 2-5
      Students will be given a sheet prior to this viewing that asks them to consider certain aspects of the story (handout 2 following). During this viewing students will be looking for symbols, themes, emotions, and 

character relations. 

  4.    3rd viewing of chapters 2-5
       During this viewing we will be stopping at important scenes to discuss meaning, symbolism, and relationships between characters.

 5.  Sharing thoughts 

     For about 5 minutes after viewing this clip, students will be asked to  

   talk amongst their group and discuss things that they noticed, what they   

   thought, and any conclusions that they have come to.

How did it go?  This will have been successful if students completed their assigned roles, 

with their classmates, and participated while discussing important aspects of the opening scene. If students actively participated in the watching of this clip then the lesson served its purpose.

Handout 1-Adapted from Mike LoMonico

The Searchers Expert Group Handout
	Expert Group
	Observations & Comments

	Screenwriter:

Closely follow the original text and note omissions, additions, pauses, stressed words
	

	Cinematographer:

Not & describe camera movement and angle, lighting, etc.
	

	Sound Editor

Listen for all music, background sounds, sound f/x, etc. Turn away from the screen to do this.
	

	Set & Constume Designer

Note & describe sets, costumes, props, etc, paying attention to colors and symbols
	

	Actor
Note & describe specific aspects of the performance, especially accents, subtext, and emphasis of certain
	


Handout 2

Please consider these questions while watching the opening clip pf The Searchers. Please note that while you do not have to answer every single question presented, you should consider their importance to the film. Use these questions to actively watch and participate in the viewing of this clip. 

1. When watching a film, we must pay close attention to the visual presentation of characters and settings. We do not have the language we would investigate for meanings, for allusions, for connotations, for metaphors, etc., as we would have discussing a novel. But we do have visual clues that serve similar functions. For instance, pay close attention to first scenes with Ethan arriving at his brother’s home in Texas. How do his clothes, his equipment, his actions suggest to us his character and his role within the story?
2. What importance does the doorway play in understanding Ethan’s character? What does it indicate about him as a person? What does it indicate about the Edwards family?

3. What is the relationship between Martha and Ethan? Martha and Aaron (other than their marriage)? How does John Ford show the more intricate details of their relationship?

4. When we first meet Martin he is riding bareback (Indian style), how does his doing this show his connection with his Cherokee heritage even though “white men” raised him? 

5. Martin’s relationship with Ethan is obviously strained in many ways. Why isn’t Ethan willing to accept Martin as kin? Does kin mean you have to be related by blood? Are there any examples from your life that disproves the theory of blood = kin?

6. What parallels do you notice that exist between Martin and Ethan? How is this shown? What do you think this means for them? 

