Lesson 2:  A call for screenwriters

What’s on for today and why:  Using the Alan Lemay excerpt and the film techniques glossary students will be advised that they will be creating a film treatment for the first 10 minutes of a film version of The Searchers.  This activity will have the students focusing on the visual elements of a movie, such as, setting, costume, camera angles and shots, as well as the auditory elements, such as, music, and any background sound that may affect the movie. 


This activity will allow the students to realize that while movies are a form of relaxation, the amount of work that goes into them is astronomical and that appreciation will help them (hopefully) to become active watchers and look for elements that the director felt important. 


Students will also be given their final project for this unit that will have them right the “final” scene of the movie, what happens to the characters after we leave them. 

What to do:
1. Explain what a film treatment is 



    Students will be informed of what the requirements of a film treatment. 

    They will be informed that the basis of the film treatment is to sell a 

     movie they will need to focus solely on the action in the scene, the 

    setting, costumes, time period, and musical elements of a film. Students 

    will be told to keep in mind that a film treatment does not rely on 

    dialogue and that they should use as little as possible or none.

2. Screenwriting groups

Students will be broken up into groups of 4, they will be told to re-read the excerpt from Alan Lemay’s The Searchers and consider how they would stage this if they were making a movie. They will be told to consider the whole passage and to not to just look at in chronological order. Students should each brainstorm ideas individually, and then come together as a group to discuss their ideas.  It is important to remind students that this activity is to create the first 10 minutes of the movie, therefore, they must consider timing and exactly what they want in the first scene. This activity may take the whole period, if that is the case leave time the next day to present their treatment to the class. 

3. Pitching the film

When it is clear that the groups are done writing the treatments have them come together as a class to pitch their ideas to the production company (classmates and teacher). Following their pitch allow students to ask questions regarding their decision and comment on what they did. Also, have students make positive suggestions regarding the treatments. 

                         4.   Homework

Students will be advised to post their film treatments on the class blog site. They will also need to answer the following questions in the blog. 

· What did you learn from this activity?

· Was creating a treatment harder than expected? Easier?

· What was the deciding factor for creating the treatment the way that you did?

· How does this change your view of the film process?

How did it go?      If students really understood the concept of the film treatment and 

       completed a 10-minute treatment than it was successful. It is 

                   necessary for students to completely understand the concept of this 

                   activity and actively participate in their groups (sharing ideas, making 

                   suggestions).

Homework Lesson 2: A call for screenwriters

This evening you will need to go to the class web blog, which you can find on the class site. You will need to elect one (1) person to post your groups film treatment, but ALL of members will need to answer the following questions regarding the activity. 

· What did you learn from this activity?

· Was creating a treatment harder than expected? Easier?

· What was the deciding factor for creating the treatment the way that you did?

· How does this change your view of the film process?

