Philosophy of Education

Teachers have one of the hardest and most rewarding jobs—they are working with the young minds of tomorrow, but instead of shaping their ideas and beliefs they must help them to shape their own ideas and beliefs. We, as teachers, have an immensely important job. We help adolescents form ideas, beliefs, goals, and more importantly themselves. The teacher should stress the importance of forming individualized ideas when students read plays, poems, short stories, memoirs, and other texts.  The most important thing for students is to make their own connections to stories and not to worry about whether they are wrong or right. As long as the students believe in what they think and can articulate it in an intelligent way through textual analysis they cannot be wrong. 

Students should feel comfortable when expressing ideas in class.  They should know their opinions and theories are valued and appreciated.  Adolescents are capable of far more than we give them credit for. By encouraging the students to participate in class discussion, we encourage their growth as educated decision-makers and thinkers.  It is our responsibility as educators to facilitate this classroom discourse because of its unimaginable benefits. 

Literature is more than just words on a page; it is emotion, philosophies, and insights into the human spirit that one can vicariously experience.  Students need not read mere words on a page, they need to experience literature and allow it to come alive in their minds.  This intimate experience will make them better, more powerful people and learners.


Students should be the center of the classroom experience. Cooperative learning is important for students’ growth because it allows for them to interact with each other, share ideas, and learn in a way that a teacher-led class will not allow. By utilizing a student-centered classroom I will be allowing them some freedom to explore their ideas and allowing them to grow as learners and individuals. 


Using a wide range of tools, from the Internet and television to print and non-print texts will help with the developmental growth of students. These tools give students the opportunity to examine and understand the literature they are studying.  Performance is an additional tool that can be utilized in the classroom. Students develop a different sense of analytical study through acting; they can better understand the feelings and motives of the characters they portray.  Therefore, I strive to have a class in which performance and student interaction plays an integral role. 


The success of the student is the most important part of education. When students succeed in class, it confirms that the teacher has achieved her goal.  Educating children is a dynamic practice that requires constant reflection.  I know perfection is a grandiose concept, but perfection is what I strive for when educating students because they deserve the best instruction a teacher can provide.  

