ZECHARIAH

Introduction

I.   Author

· name means “The Lord remembers”

· very common name during this time

· born during captivity, returned with Zerb and Josh.

· In Matt. 23:35, Jesus refers to a Zechariah that was slain. If this is the same Zechariah, this would be one of the last righteous people that Israel had killed.

II.  Date

· 520-518

· Doesn’t mean that he couldn’t have ministered afterwards

III. Historical background

· Ministered to the Jews who returned after the Babylonian captivity

· Ministry was 2 months after Haggai’s

· Haggai stresses the temple; Zechariah stresses repentance, the means of getting and enjoying the temple.

IV. Unity

· Cited or alluded over 40 times in the NT.

· When we talk about unity, we talk about if the book was written by one author or multiple

V.  Message and Purpose

Zechariah's prophecy consists of eight visions, four messages, and two oracles emphasizing the facts that God is faithful to his covenant and will one day bring in the Messianic kingdom with its glorious temple in order to encourage the remnant in the present to rebuild the temple and live according to the Law in anticipation of this

VII. Literary genre

· Three types of literature in Zecheriah

1. Exhortations or messages

2. Apocalyptic

3. Oracles

Excursus #35: apocalyptic literature

· definition

1. Comes from Greek word apocalypsis which means to “disclose or unveil”- All scripture is given by inspiration, but this is a unique means of revealing it.

· characteristics (4)

1. Recipient of the revelation will be a venerable figure [Enoch, Daniel, Zechariah]

2. The media of the Revelation will include dreams, visions, apipheny, revalatory dialogue, and other worldly journeys. [We see these in Rev. as well]

3. Relates to the content, which will deal with judgment, conflict, the abode of the dead, and the restoration of the Jews.

4. Uses prose instead of poetry [prose: ordinary written language]

· interpretation (26)

1. We must be aware of what it is

2. We need to know the historic view

3. Primarily futuristic; not solely, but primarily

4. Tend to be nationalistic rather than individualistic [God deals with Israel in a unique way, while individual’s must be saved, they are dealt with as a whole]

5. Helps to know the purpose of the apocalyptic books

6. To understand apocalyptic, it helps to understand the other apocalyptic writers [i.e. Ezekiel, Daniel]

7. This type of lit. will involve repetition

8. If there is a divine interpretation given, take it.

9. Every detail in a vision is not necessarily critical. It will deal with basic concepts

10. Try to find one point in each vision

11. Our interp. should be consistent with what we know elsewhere

12. Symbols should not be steriotyped [symbols do not always fit; they may mean different things in different places. i.e. leaven may mean different things in different places]

13. Interpretation should not be subjective [my opinion is not better than yours]

14. Colors, numbers, and animals [should be taken literally; if not possible than don’t]

15. Must be aware how God works at different points of literature

16. We must keep dispensational distinctive clear [does not mean that you have to be one, just acknowledge that God does work different in different eras]

17. In determining apocalyptic, must keep in mind the general framework of future prophecy.

18. Apocalyptic will tend to be general in scope and not specific

19. Frequently there will be double references made. [present and future predictions at once]

· distinguishing literal and symbolic in apocalyptic (23)

· theological principles for apocalyptic (14)

Exposition

I.  Introductory oracle calling the nation to repentance: 1:1-6


A. The introduction of the prophecy: 1:1

· Introduces the rest of the book

· Also gives us the basis and foundation of the rest of the book.


B. The prophet uses past history as an object lesson: 1:2-6

· vs. 1- “the word of the Lord” indicates he received direct revelation from God

· vs. 4- warns them not to be like their forefathers [pre-exilic forefathers hadn’t listen to the prophets]

· vs. 5- The prophets have died too. It is necessary for prophets to preach.

· The introduction uses the forefathers as an illustration to beckon them not to make the same mistake they did. 

· Even though forefathers made a mistake and disobedience, the fact that Zecheriah is receiving this message proves the fact that the ABE covenant is still in tact. It has not been forfeited. 

C. Five principles (Feinberg, 21)

1. The condition of all of God’s blessings is repentance

2. The peril of disobedience [4]

3. The unchangeable character of God’s word [6a]
4. God’s govermental dealings with his people [6b]

5. God’s immutable purposes [6b]

II. Zechariah presents eight visions and a symbolic crowning of Joshua to show that God intends to restore the kingdom: 1:7—6:15

· Six introductory comments

1. Zech received all of these prophecies in one night

2. These visions will concern Israel’s future

3. The visions will also concern the coming of Israel’s King

4. The visions will not be completely fulfilled until a future point

5. The purpose of the visions was to encourage them to rebuild the temple.

6. Structure: normally there will be intro, vision, clarification, guiding angel explains.


A. The prophet relates eight visions of judgment on the surrounding nations:   1:7—6:8



1. A man on a red horse among some myrtle trees: 1:7-17

· This vision is at night. This man is in a ravine. He sees a man on mixed horses and white horses. Zech asks, “What are these?” [8]

· Interpretation:
· Night would suggest gloomy condition

· Riders would suggest angelic army representing scouts

· Horses were instruments of war

· Color could represent mission 

· Red: bloodshed; 

· Speckled: mixture of judgment and blessing; 

· White: victory; 

· Myrtle trees: in a ravine could be their depressed condition 

· On the horses patrol, they indicated there was peace in the world [10]

· “Angel of the Lord”: most likely a messenger from the Lord

· “Lord of Hosts (53x’s occurs)- [12]

· Angels says that Zech is to proclaim that God is jealous (concerned for their welfare) [14]

· God is sorely displeased with the Gentiles (God had used them to punish Israel) [15]

· “ease”- carelessly arogant in their attitude toward the nation [15]

· God promises to show Israel compassion [16]

· Cities of Judah would again prosper [17]

· Three points stressed in this vision

1. Israel at this time is in a depressed condition

2. God is mindful of His people, even during the time so of the Gentiles

3. There will be judgment on the nations and glory for Israel



2. Four horns and four craftsmen: 1:18-21

· Going to rebuild on the judgment aspect of first vision, God had indicated He was angry at Gentiles; this vision will show the retribution on them [18]

· four animal horns; horns are a refernce to political power [18]

· FOUR HORNS: Assyria, Egypt, Babylon, and Medo-Persia. Although not confined to nations

· Four carpenters have come to terrorize the four horns, carrying hammers (as craftsman) Point is that these carpenters represent four nations

· 1st craftsman- Babylon [defeated assyria in 612]

· 2nd craftsman- Babylon (defeated Egypt in 568]

· 3rd & 4th craftsman- [found in Daniel 2 & 8]

· Point in second vision

· God will punish Israel

Excursus #36: the relation between the four smiths and Daniel 2 & 8

· Head of gold- Babylon
· Belly and thighs of bronze- Greece [conquered the Medo-Persian empire] picture of winged leopard in Daniel. Had four heads. When Alexander died, it was divided into three heads.
· Shaggy goat- Main horn is broken off [speed Alexander defeated previous nations]


3. A man with a measuring line: 2:1-13




a. the vision: 1-5

· Stresses the importance of Jerusalem and the fact that one day it will be restored to its glory in the millennium

· Man with measuring line measure dimensions of Jerusalem in prep for rebuilding Jerusalem [4]

· Zech is to be told that Jerusalem was going to expand beyond its walls

· protection of Jerusalem: greatness in the future [5]




b. a poem related to God's dealing with the nations and restoration  of Israel: 6-13

· Two parts to the poem:
· Jews are in exile

· Relates to and expands the third vision

· He will dwell in their midst [13]


4. The clothing of Joshua: 3:1-10




a. the accusation and cleansing of Joshua: 1-5

· FIVE OBSERVATIONS: [vs.1]

1. He is Joshua the high priest

2. satan: literally “the satan”- he is brining an accusation against Joshua

3. Satan is standing at his right hand. An accuser would always stand at the right hand of whom he was accusing

4. This vision probably takes place in the temple as he is performing his duties

5. The accusation of Satan is that Josh is unfit to be a high priest

· Indication that Joshua represents the nation of Israel. [vs. 2]

· Fire would represent Babylonian captivity; Joshua would be the brand that comes out of it.

· The sense is that Joshua is standing before God in a robe with human excrement. This pictures the nations uncleanness. [vs. 3]

· God instructs those standing around Joshua, poss. angels, to take of his filthy angels and give him a change of rainment. This pictures the cleansing of the nations and return to fitness to render to God a kingdom of priests. [vs. 4]

· Zech buts in, and refers to the Turban that the high priest wore. On it was written, “Holy to the Lord”. Reference to Joshua pictures the restoration of the nation in the future. [vs. 5]




b. the charge to Joshua: 6-7

· Two things the nation is to do:

1. Walk in rigthteousness

2. Carry out their priestly duties

· Results that will come if they keep these duties

1. Judge my house. (That is be in charge of the temple)

2. Keep the temple pure

3. Given access to God




c. Joshua as foreshadowing the Messiah: 8-10

· The “fellows” are the high priests in the temple aiding him [vs. 8]
· “The men wondered at”; they were a sign of something to come

· That “something to come” is the Messiah [vs. 9]

· Messiah is referred to:

1. Servant

2. Branch

3. Stone- this is more difficult. What does this mean? Several suggestions

· Refers to judgment in the future (Dan. 2)

· Engraving in the stone reference the wounds of the messiah (church fathers)

· Engraving is the signature of God

· Stone is the stone Moses struck in the wilderness. [joyce baldwin]
Excursus #37: Zechariah's typical use of Joshua

1. a recounting of the vision

2. the identity of the "branch"

3. the identity of the "stone"

4. the significance to the post-exilic community

· Four relevance’s to the use of prophetic literature:

1. The future should give us hope in the present 

2. Should lead to present holiness of life

3. These promises should lead the community to be drawn to what God will do in the future. (We should be living as much as possible as if we are living on the streets of heaven)

4. Brings the reality that the glorious future is not now but in the future

5. a summary of the historical reconstruction

· When the exiles returned to Jerusalem, their was initial exuberance

· That exuberance was soon squelched [they became discouraged, self-indulgent and the work ceases]

· The “accuser”, or “the satan” says that they are unfit to fulfill their role- the prophet then welds a link between the post-exilic comm. and the eschatological community.

· The cleansing of Joshua typifies the cleansing of the nation

· Joshua also typifies the Messiah [servant, branch, and stone who will bring these things to pass]

· As they await, they are to walk in holiness as they wait in the present

· Just as the branch had a small beginning, so the post-exilic community will prosper as they walk in obedience

Excursus #37b: typology

· NT Terms

1. Type (typos used 14x)

2. Antitype (antitypos used 2x)

3. Example (hypodeigma used 6x)

4. Shadow (skia used 7x)

5. Figure (parabole)

While these terms are often used in a nontechnical sense, they at least suggest the idea of a correspondence

· Some Definitions
· an OT institution which has reality and purpose in Biblical history.

· the emblems God designed to represent and prefigure a great thing that will come.

· Six Criteria

*** A type must meet these 6 criteria***

1. Natural correspondence

2. Historical reality

· It is literal. [melchizedek- he was a real person, not some deity]

3. Predictive

· Historically real and literal. The type may not know that it is a type [ex. Melchiz did not know that he was a type]

4. Fulfillment

· Type is completed in the OT by the antitype. The fulfillment will be greater than the type itself.

5. Divinely designed

· God instituted the type for a certain reason

6. Designated as such

· Clear indicators

*If your unsure and it is unclear, just say it is an illustration- not a type!*

· Guidelines for Interpreting Types

1. Get the literal meaning

2. Get the original intent of the author

3. Affirm the type and antitype as specific, concrete realities

4. Crystallize the main point historically and carry that to the antitype

5. Emphasize the main point

6. Ascertain the purpose and function for which OT items were given

7. Don't use types to prove doctrines

8. Examine types in light of fuller NT revelation

*Scofield got very extreme with types.* 
Excursus #37c: preaching Christ from the Old Testament

· The Meaning of Preaching Christ

· We can preach Christ from the OT, with out always preaching Christ crucified. Every time we see “wood” does not have to represent the wood of the cross

· Preaching Christ form the OT is to preach sermons that integrate the message of the text with the climax the revelation…

· Spurgeon believed every text led to Christ

· 7 ways to preach Christ from the OT (Greidanus, BibSac Jan.-March '04)

1. redemptive-historical progression

· This shows the redemptive process of salvation throughout the Bible

2. promise-fulfillment

· True, but be careful. There are fulfillments

3. typology

· Melchizedek is a type, and so is Adam- just be careful

4. analogy

· Some things might not be exactly a type, but can serve as an analogy

5. longitudinal themes

· Themes that can transfer from old to new. Aspects of character, kingdom, etc.

6. NT references

· Quotes, allusions, etc. As we go through ot, we can see Christ in certain passages

7. contrast   



5. a lampstand and two olive trees: 4:1-14




a. the vision: 1-4

· The purpose of this vision is to encourage Zerubbabel. He is going to show him the means by which he will enable him, and this means is supernatural health.

· The angel has to wake up Zerubbabel. [1]

· The lamp stand represents something that bears light. This is a picture of the Jewish community. They were to be light ot the Gentile communities.

· Above it was a bowl of oil. Constantly replenished lamp. 

· There are seven lamps in this vision. [2]

· Two olive trees. Oil is continually flowing into the bowls, emphasizing that this is a supernatual work that is going to take place. [3]




b. the relation to Zerubbabel: 5-10a

· The angel is going to give him four messages (to Zerb)

· 1st message:

· “Not by might, nor by power…”

· Point is, success will be gained through God’s help. As Zerb look at community, they didn’t look like much, but it would be sustained by the power of God. [6]
· He now illustrates this. Mountain usually has one of two significances. 1) can refer to kingdoms 2) it can refer to obstacle. Here, it is referring to an obstacle. Through God’s strength, all of these obstacle will be leveled off by God.

· 2nd message:

· What Zerbbabel had begun will be completed one day. [completed in 515 bc] In a few years, this will be completed [9,10]




c. the interpretation concerning Israel: 10b-14

· Two olive trees: represent two annointed ones. Josh and Zerb were annointed



6. a flying scroll with writing on both sides: 5:1-4

· The next two visions refer to the removal of wickedness from Israel.

· This is vision 6 and 7. Two views what he saw:

· 30 feet by 15 feet: it is unrolled in the air

· This view holds that it was not unrolled. The measurements to not fit that it would be unrolled. Perhaps it is 15 feet thick, and this shows the great sin problem that must be purged.

· Mentions two specific sins. 1) Those who stole 2) Those who swore falsely. Perhaps these are illustrative that they had broken the whole law.



7. A woman in a basket: 5:5-11

· An ephah was a basket that held about 5 gallons. Angel lifts lead cover off it. Normally it was made of stone. Perhaps it was heavier to show that sin will not get out. 

· [8]- The woman represents wickedness. She had to be almost thrown into this basket.

· [9]- The prophet now sees two women with stork wings. Why women? Continuing imagery or stork wings would refer to motherly care.

· [10]- Zech asks women where they are taking it? To the land of Shinar (Babylon).

· [11]- The woman should be estabished.

Excursus #38: Babylon in biblical prophecy

· four main passages: Isaiah 13-14; Jeremiah 50-51; Zechariah 5; Revelation 17-18

· two views on Babylon's destruction


-the issue: is how literally do we take the destruction prophecy


1. was not; thus will be rebuilt (the more literal view)

· If we take this position, then it must be rebuilt because it is yet future.

2. was; thus will not be rebuilt (the "spirit" of prophecy view or the "destruction" 

                genre view of Homer Heater)

· Babylon will not be rebuilt because it has already been destroyed. (Spirit of prophecy view: We don’t need to look for a rebuilt Babylon. “Destruction” view: 

+the identity of Babylon in Revelation 17-18

issue first: one or two entities?


1. the arguments for two Babylons

· Those that hold this view believe that Rev. 17 is a religious Babylon, and Rev. 18 is a political Babylon.



a. different settings

· In Rev. 18:1 says “after these things” is used to argue that there are two  different settings in 17 and 18. However, that after these things does not have to refer to a chronological sequence, but could refer to John seeing one set of things and then seeing something else. 



b. different destroyers

· In chapter 17, Babylon is destroyed by kings. IN 18, it is destroyed by fire. it is again argued that we have two entities. This view doesn’t carefully read the passage. In 17:17 the text indicates that this is motivated by God.



c. different responses

· In 17:16, the ten horns hate the harlot. In 18, the kings respond to the destruction by morning. IN 17 they hate the harlot, in 18 they mourn for her. Two entities right, no! We have two sets of kings. The first in 17 is a federation from antichrist and they hate her. in 18, a new set of kings mourn for her.



d. different character

· in 17 she has a religious character and in 18 she has a commercial character. But in 17:18, key to vision, angel says it is “the great city”. The angel says she is a great city.

2. the arguments for one Babylon



a. the designation

· 17 and 18 use the same descriptions. Similarities in both chapters:

a. “Great city”

b. “Babylon the Great”

c. Clothing the same

d. Holding a cup

e. Deeds the same

f. Relationships to kings the same

g. commits acts of immorality

h. makes the nations drunk

i. relationship to believers (drunk with blood)

j. destruction is the same

· 17 and 18 are parenthetical. So John has put these off two themselves. Remember the larger context. He is giving further info. He has said something about this in the past. Rev. 16:19, mentions great destruction of great Babylon. In 14:8, Babylon is mentioned again. Same descriptive titles are given.



b. the description



c. the deeds



d. the destruction

issue second: the identity


1. Babylon as harlot

· The Bible can use harlotry to describe idolatry. It can often mean more than religious apostacy though. 

· This has led many to view Babylon as a false religious sytem.

· Revelation 17, 18 points out her prostitution of values. Furthermore, harlotry is never used to point out a ecclisiastical entity. 

· Also, it always refers to literal cities [Tyre, Samaria etc.]


2. Babylon as mystery

· John could be saying that the name of the harlot is “a mystery”, or he could be saying that her name is “mystery Babylon.”

· Meaning of the term MYSTERY:

· Symbolic of a religious system [incorrect]

· Denotes availabity of truth, not the quality. The term refers to some info that had not been revealed previously. The worship system during trib will be the worship of antichrist.


3. Babylon as a city

· This is so clear [17:18] 


4. The seven hills

· The woman is sitting on seven mountains. Many have felt that this is referring to Rome [was called “the seven hilled city”]

· Seven  reasons this is not the case:

· It is assumed relationship between the woman and the hills. Hills are associated with beastn not the woman

· If 7 hills do refer to Rome, than at the most we can say it is there that antichrist’s empire will be (in Rome)

· The harlot is “sitting” on the seven hills. “Sitting” refers to control, not location. In 17:1, harlot is sitting on the water [gentile nations] 

· The woman is said to be sitting on the entire beast. This would go beyond the seven hills

· If Rome is being referred to as the seven hills, how do you explain that 5 have fallen. Five of rome’s hills have been flattened? What about the 8th hill?

· The term mountain referring to a kingdom and or a national power. [Is. 2:2; 41:15; Jer. 51:25; Dan. 2:35,44]

· As you go through Rev. 17:15, we see that the term “head” can refer to a kingdom or a king. It becomes clear he is using that term interchangeably. [Rev. 13]

+the destruction


1. parallels between Jer./Rev.

· Description

· Both are rerred to as a golden cup

· Both dwell in relation to many waters

· Has some involvement with the nations

· Given the same name

· Destruction

· Both will be destroyed suddenly

· Fire will be used

· Both will never be inhabited again

· Both say Babylon will be punished

· Her destruction is illustrated with a stone being thrown into the sea

· Response


2. specifics of Jeremiah



a. destroyed suddenly




* This was not the case when Babylon fell to the Medes and the Persians



b. destroyed completely




* This did not take place when Babylon fell to the Medes and the Persians



c. building materials not reused




* [50:13] Yet they have been reused in rebuilding projects



d. believers flee the city




* There is no record that believing Jews fleeing Babylon when it was taken over




* Daniel stayed and was promoted



e. Israel/Judah reunited




* Nat’l repentance…. unity. This never happened.

+Conclusion: 


A. Babylon is neither ecclesiastical nor political but economic [economic powerhouse during this time]


B. The Bible mentions Babylon over 280 x’s. IN Is. 13, the prophet says it will be destroyed like Sodom and Gomorrah. When it was conquered by Medes, it may have fell into decline, but never utterly destroyed. Bible says, when it does get destroyed, Israel will be at peace with it’s enemies. This has never happened. 15 days after   , Cyrus walked into Babylon and called himself “King of Babylon”, tried to restore order. During Grecian period, Alexander planned for Babylon to one of his capitols. He had many building plans. During Roman period, there were people present at Pentecost. Perhaps peter was referring to Babylon in Acts 5:12. [Jewish quarterly review vol. 17]


C. Isaiah refers to Babylon with “Day of the Lord” terminology.


D. In Jer. 51:6, they must flee to escape. yet Daniel, who was reading Jeremiah, made no attempt to flee because he did not view it’s destruction (final) as the one with the Medes and Persians.


E. How can two power exist at same time? Babylon will be primarily economic, antichrist will be primarily military.


8. Four chariots: 6:1-8



* very similar to 1st vision



a. the vision described: 1-3

1. four chariots coming between two bronzes mountains. Chariots and bronze often refers to judgment. The horses pulling the 1st chariot are red {refers to bloodshed} Black horses pull second chariot [suggests death] White horses refers to victory  and spotted ones refers to disease

Excursus #39: the significance of "bronze"



b. the vision explained: 4-8


B. The symbolic crowning of Joshua: 6:9-15



1. Historic: 9-11



2. Prophetic: 12-13



3. Memorial: 14-15

III. Zechariah presents four messages to exhort the nation to obedience: 7:1—8:23

· The purpose of this section is to encourage the people to live righteously


A. The question over fasting: 7:1-3


B. Four messages in response: 7:4—8:23



1. the first message is a rebuke: 7:4-7

· The main issue is: Is your heart right with me, not… are you keeping these rituals



2. the second message concerns repentance: 7:8-14

· There are things more important than carrying on these traditions



3. the third message is one of restoration: 8:1-17

· There are 38 occurrence’s of the phrase “Lord of hosts” in Zecheriah; 15 of them are in chapter 8. 

· The emphasis is on safety and security [vs. 4,5]



4. the fourth message answers the question of fasting: 18-23

· Someday their fasting will be turned to feasting. During the kingdom age, they will not have to fast but will feast.

· Two points here:

· Present: are you right with God. It is alright to fast, but not main issue

· Future: they will not have to fast

IV. Zechariah presents two oracles picturing the first and second advents of the Messiah:  9:1—14:21

· The phrase “on that day” occurs 19 times in this sections.

· We will see the Messiah king who will bring both judgment and blessing


A. The first oracle: 9:1—11:17



1. judgment on the nations to show the protection of Israel: 9:1-8

· This would be a prophecy concerning Alex the Great. God would use him some 200 yrs later as an instrument of judgment for surrounding nations. How does this protect Israel. According to Josephus, Alex had a dream to spare Jerusalem.



2. the first coming of the prince of peace: 9:9

· Zech tells Israel to rejoice becomes the Messiah will come to them

· [9] Reference to his earthly ministry. He would come on a donkey. In the ancient near East, rulers would come on donkey’s to show that they were coming for peace.



3. the deliverance of Israel: 9:10-17

· Gospel writers only quote verse 9, not 10 and following, which would lead us to believe that this section is future


4. judgment on false shepherds: 10:1-5



5. the regathering of Israel: 10:6-12


6. why the blessings of the preceding section will be delayed: 11:1-17




a. a lamentation intimating impending doom: 11:1-3

· Doom is coming!

· This describes the judgment that will come on Jerusalem because of their rejection of the Messiah. Jerusalem will be plundered again right before the Messiah returns.




b. the true shepherd and his rejection: 11:4-14

· This gives the reason why Jerusalem will be destroyed

· Verse  8 has been considered as the most difficult verse to interpret in the entire OT!!!




c. the results of his rejection:11:15-17

· God is going to rise an evil shepherd. 
· Most likely, this is a picture of the antichrist who will come. Not only have they rejected the true Messiah, but they will accept a false and evil shepherd


B. The second oracle shows Israel that despite delay the Messiah will return: 

                12:1—14:21

· “In that day” occurs repeatedly in this passage [refers to future]



1. the future deliverance of Israel: 12:1—13:9

· How can someone read this verse and not be a premillenialist?




a. physical: 12:1-9

· [3] A “burdensome stone” – They will try to carry away Jerusalem like one would carry away a stone. There will be a plundering of city, but they will not be able to move it, it is unmovable.

· [4] God will cause the armies against them to be ineffective. 

· [5] Governors of Jerusalem will understand that it is God who is fighting for them

· [6] Indicates that His own people will be effective in fighting against their enemies




b. spiritual: 12:10—13:9

· [10] God promises to pour out a spirit of remorse. This will be a time of conviction. This will be as He is returning or right before it
· [12-14] There repentance will be so sincere, that every single family will come to repentance. Each individual will as well.

· [1] Picture the cleansing that will take place. This is the fulfillment of New Covenant.

· [2] Only passage of OT that refers to demons being bound during the Millennium. Rendered inoperable

· [3] If anybody claims to be a false prophet, his own parents will put him to death. God will rid the nation of this evil. Even those closest to him will take him out. This will lead them to hide their identity

· [6] “hiding the wounds in their hands” It was not uncommon for false prophets to cut themselves. In case someone asks them about them, they will say “I was wounded in the house of my friend.” They give an excuse. Most likely not referring the wounds of Jesus.
· [7] “smiting of the shepherd”- This would refer to the crucifixion of the Messiah. The church age will be between verses 7 and 8. Zech. would not have known about this.

· [8,9] There will be massive death during this time. 2/3 of Israel will be killed.



2. the future return of the king: 14:1-21



a. the Lord will fight: 1-3

· [2] The women will be raped

· [3] The Messiah will come to fight for his people



b. this fight will be accompanied by a spectacular return of the Messiah: 4-5

· [4] Land on the Mt. of Olives. This will create a valley, by which his people be able to escape and will be protected by the two sides of the Mt. of Olives



c. this will be followed by the establishment of the kingdom: 6-11


d. a re-emphasis on the judgment of Israel's enemies: 12-15

· [12-15] These verses are looking back and giving us more information on verse 3. Chronologically, 12-15 would come after verse 3. 

· He is telling how He will judge those who come after Israel.

· [12]: Bring a plague that will rot off their flesh (won’t be able to see or speak; explains how Israel can escape)

· [13]: seized by panic (start fighting each other)

· [14]: Israel will be successful in battle as well.

· [15]: Not only will this plague strike their enemies, but also their animals



e. the King worshipped: 16-19

· If they refuse to worship, they will be punished



f. Israel will be holy: 20-21

· Even the most common things will have written on them “Holiness to the Lord”

· No more Canaanites: they represent those who oppose God. They will not flourish during the Millennium.

Mother of all EXCURSES








