“Warning in Scripture”
I. Warnings in Scripture

a. Usually taken in two different ways

i. Arminian. Takes the warnings of Scripture to be addressed to true Christians. Consequently, there is a possibility that Christians can lose their salvation. So they say, Timothy could lose his salvation by not carrying them out.  
ii. Calvinistic. Believe you can’t lose your salvation. Therefore, the warnings must be addressed to professing Christians. So if anyone deviates from a warning, they weren’t really saved to begin with. If Timothy does not carry out the instructions, then he was never saved.  If he does carry them out, it proves, by way of the doctrine of preservation, that he was truly saved. (Stott, Knight) 
iii. Dr. H’s 
1. What we have to recognize is that salvation is multifaceted. (Get this journal) Of the 812 uses (in the O.T.) only 7.1% of them refers to eternal salvation. The majority of the O.T. is not talking about salvation in terms of heaven and hell. In the N.T., many times salvation is talking about heaven and hell, but many times it is not. Many, many commentators have read into this passage and others heaven and hell. This isn’t the case as much as they it is. 

2. Quite often salvation refers to a full, meaningful, productive, blessed spiritual life. It is freq. used like this in Romans and James.
3. So what he means is, if you are diligent in your public ministry, in your personal life, you will save yourself…—not heaven and hell, Timothy is already saved—a deliverance from a wasted life and a wasted ministry. It is deliverance from retrogression. 
4. So we take points from both the above:

a. You can’t lose your salvation AND these warnings are by and large addressed to Christians. 

b. So we have to decide whether or not we are obedient (b/c we can’t lost our salvation). If we are obedient it will lead to an abundant spiritual life here, and a reward in the next. If we disobey, it will lead to a frustrated life here and we will lose the reward in the next.

c. This is generally how I view the warnings in Scripture. 

5. So he will save others by being able to lead them into the same experience. 

