TITUS

I. Historical background. 

a. Titus to remain in Crete to set the order in the churches. Titus was a Gentile. He had acc. Paul during his apostolic ministry. Titus carried the severe letter to Corinth. Paul sent him to Macedonia to pick up the collection for the poor in Jerusalem. 

b. “Ecclesiastical ??” of Eusebius gives more info on Titus 

c. Titus is quite a man.

d. Date: 62-66 A.D.

II. Message
a. Dominant theme: good works with an emph. on church organization

III. Purpose

a. Paul instructs Titus on the appointment of elders, the correction of false teachers, and the godly behavior that should characterize the church so that the church would be set in order and the believers would live in a Christian manner. 

In v.6 “faithful children”

--Context seems to be speaking of an elder who still has children at home. There are two views here:

1. Some say it means the children must be Christians. 

2. *He have faithful children. 

  
Support:

a. If it means Christians, it is must stricter than 1 Tim.

b. Paul seems to interpret what he means by faithful in the passage, “not accused of riot or unruly”
c. The decision to believe the Gospel is the child’s not the parents. They cannot make them. They can only build a conducive world around them so that they do.

In ch. 2:13 “blessed hope….”

1. There is one article that governs “blessed hope” and “glorious appearing”. This means that Paul is looking at one event. The blessed hope is the glorious appearing.

2. In the N.T., hope refers to something is certain.

3. One of the great statements in the Bible that the return of the Lord for his people is imminent. 

a. Saints are never told to be looking for the antichrist, or to store up food for a world crash; it is the blessed hope, the return of Christ. 
