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I.  God is passionate for his glory


John Piper is famous for writing on this - from Jonathan Edwards's The End for which 


God Created the World


Everything that has ever happened in the world is to lead to the glory of God, which is 


the chief end of mankind


Isa 43; Ezek. 20; Psalm 106; Ezek. 36; John 17; Rom 9; Eph 1 (3x); I Cor 10; II Thess. 


1; all make clear that the chief end of all God's actions is that of glorifying 


Himself.


The chief responsibility of man is to glorify that which is infinitely glorious - God, and for Him to do less than exalt that which is infinitely glorious [anything other than Himself] would be for Him to commit idolatry.



- Jonathan Edwards

II. Eight rampant views of God


A. Theism



God is everything the Bible claims that He is.


B. Deism



the Biblical view of God minus the miracles - denies God's intervention in the 



world [Voltaire, Paine, and some of America's founding fathers]




see A Theological Interpretation of American History by Gregg Singer


C. Pantheism



God is identical to the universe


D. Panentheism



God is in the world as the soul is in the body



also called bipolar or dipolar deism


E. Finite Godism



God is limited in power and perfection



Denies God's sovereignty and providence [Plato and Rabbie Cushner]


F. Polytheism



many gods - ancient Egypt



Henotheism- one finite god among the many is supreme among the many


G. Atheism



There is no God



Karl Marx, Nicci


H. Neotheism



gaining fast momentum among even conservative evangelicals



also called the openness of God and free will theism



Clark Pinnock, and John Sanders



1. defines free will in such an extreme way that the future is unknown to God - 



even He does not know what man is going to do, and therefore cannot 



know the future



2. God created us with such  freedom that even He cannot exercise total control



3. Normally God will not override human freedom



4. God cannot know how we will use our freedom, but He can predict with great 



accuracy



5. God can learn



6. God is fallible and can err



7. their great concern is that our choices have meaning and that God can have a 



real relationship with man - requires God's vulnerability in order to have 



a relationship


Problems



1. denies God's omniscience - says God knows all that did happen, but NOT what 


will happen



2. Prophesy becomes a series of good guesses - ultimately therefore nothing is 



certain



3. Interpretation - everything must be literal - - leaves no room for figures of 



speech



4. Is nothing more than idolatry - strips God of who He is and elevates man's 



choices

III. The Perfections of God


Essential attributes [Aristotle] refer to those things which are necessary for Him to be 


God


Accidental Predicates [Aristotle] refer to attributes of God


A. Two Categories



1. Non- Moral / Absolute / Incommunicable 




Characteristics which He alone possesses: omniscience, omnipotence, 



etc.



2. Moral / Relative / Communicable




those attributes which God can share with His creation: love, 




compassion, etc.


B. Self-Existence -- Psalm 90:2



"Who made God?"



1. God is the uncaused one - He has always been



2. God possesses life in the absolute degree


C. Self-Sufficiency -- I Tim 1:11



God is the ground of His own existence - God's independence, happiness



God does not have to go outside of Himself to be content and happy - he needs 


nothing


D. God's Infinity -- I Kings 8:27



He has no boundaries - He never reaches the end of His resources



He is not limited by time [eternality] or space [omnipresent]


E. Spirituality -- John 4:24; I Tim 1: 17



God is immaterial - He does not have a body



1. Why does the Bible picture God with bodily parts




sometimes the writers use anthropomorphis, to allow us to understand 



Him to some degree



2. If God doesn't have a body? Then how come the Bible says that people saw 



God?




when people "saw God" in the Bible, they are seeing Christ - God is 




always seen through the Son




Beatific Vision - to see God





a. Optical vision of the Son





b. Seeing in Bible has to do with perception - to understand 





something





c. Frequently linked to serving God [Revelation] 



This is also why the Bible prohibits us from making any artwork of God - limits 



the limitless one


F. Holiness -- 



1. Meaning




a. Separated to the realm of the sacred




b. The prime sense of the term is NOT purity as is commonly thought




c. God is completely separated from us, He is holy other, so separate 




from us to be completely unlike us and impossible to know -- 




transcendence: His loftiness over his Creation



2. Central Passages




a. Isa. 6:3




b. Isa 40:18



3. Is the central facet of God's being




a. Lev, Ex, and Num become clear that God is separate from man -- 




sacrificial system is to make His relationship to man possible




b. Is the only quality of God with a 3-fold repetition in Scripture



4. The tabernacle as an illustration




a. Leviticus begins with the word "and" -- follows immediately after the 




Shekinah glory of God comes into the tabernacle -- requires the 




sacrificial system in order for God to continue living there


G. Love



1. Problems associated with God's love




a. If God is so loving, why does He send people to hell?




b. If God is so loving how could He permit...




c. Does God feel love? Can He be sad? Can His heart be broken?  Does 




this not mean that He is changing?



2. Propositions




a. Begins with the Trinity - he is the source of love, so begin wth the 




source





1. There is an inter-Trinitarian love -- demonstrated outside the 





Trinity





2. There is an intra-Trinitarian love-- demonstrated within the 





Trinity





3. Must begin with the intra-Trinitarian love




b. We need to look past the Gk words for love





1. Eros - selfish carnal physical love, [not in NT]





2. Phileo - friendship love





3. Agapa - self-sacrificing love, the type of love God has for his 





creatures





4. Gk language has gone through many changes throughout the 





millenia -- the different words used for love were not 





chosen or set aside to expain the different types of love, 




rather they show a change in the language





5. In the Septuagint there is no clear distinction between these 





words -- phileo and agapa are used to describe Amnon's 




love for Tamar





6. In John 3:35 -- the Father "loves the Son" the word agapao is 




used, in John 5: 20 the word phileo is used, that would 





mean the Father's love for the Son is diminished




c. Father's love for the Son -- John's gospel is particularly rich in 






discussing this topic




d. Common grace -- God now moves outside Himself and shows love for 





the world




e. Central passage is John 3:16





1. So...that -- is capable of two interpretations






a. Emphasizes the intensity of Gods love -- God SO loved 





the world = God is lovesick for the world - His 






heart is bleeding for the world, implies that He 






needs us






b. In John's writings the so...that refers to manner and 






NOT intensity, meaning that John is commenting 





on the manner in which God showed His love, 






NOT in the great intensity of His love





2. World






a. Hyper-Calvinists would argue that God only loves the 






elect and hates everyone else






b. The world means everyone here 






c. In John's writings is a moral category 







* an evil system and always bad [1:10; 7:7; 







16:20] God does NOT love the world 







because it is so valuable to Him






d. John 3:16 is not an endorsement of the people of the 






world, it is an endorsement of the character of 






God






e. God's love is not to be admired because the world is 






so good, but because the world is so bad


H. Omnipresence 



1. Most basic level -- God is everywhere present



2. Problems




a. if God isn't material, how can he take up space




b. Is He in Hell too




c. Does He dwell in unbelievers too?



3. Central passage -- Psalm 139: 7-16



4. NOT diffusion - diffused through the universe in parts which are everywhere, 



rather that the totality of  His being is simultaneously present 




everywhere



5. Not pantheism




He is present WITH every point in space, not AS every point in space



6. He is not present in the same sense everywhere




Mediate presence and immediate presence 



7. Immensity -- cannot be contained, everywhere present



8. There is a distinction between God's ontilogical [God is present everywhere]  



presence and His spiritual presence -- he is not spiritually present



9. Comfort / Terror -- God's presence is comforting to the believer, but brings 



great terror to the unbeliever


I. Immutability



1. Definition: God's character never changes; He does not change in His being or 


essence -- would have to either get better or get worse



2. Central passages -- Mal. 3:6 and James 1:17



3. Clarification: does not mean that God is inactive -- what open theists accuse 



us of 



4. Passages which imply God does change -- repents, change His mind, feel 



sorrowful




*remind one's self of the definition of immutability




*God's dealings with people changed, not that He changed in His 




character



5. Perpetuity of the sign gifts




*takes the meaning of immutabiltiy and applies it to the actions of God -




- not dealing with his character


J. Omiscience



Most basic level -- God knows all things



1. Central passages -- Acts 15:18 and Isa 40:13-14



2. God knows all things actually -- God knows everything that takes place



3. God knows all things potential -- God know all things that could happen that 



never will



4. God knows all things equally -- there is no subject God knows better than 



another area



5. God knows without discovery -- He cannot learn because He already knows 



everything, has never been amazed, been taught a new fact, etc.



6. He knows all informational content -- does not mean that He knows the 



sensation itself



7. God's knowledge vs. His wisdom -- mastery of facts vs. how to use them in 



the best way




God is onmnisapient -- He has knowledge and He knows how to use it



8. Central passage [wisdom] -- Job 38-41


K. Omnipotence



1. Definition / Central passages




a. God is all powerful -- not just able to accomplish the tast, but rather 




that it takes no effort at all to finish the task




b. Genesis 17:1; Ex. 6:3



2. Limitations -- God cannot do...




a. Anything that is inconsistent with His nature -- Heb 6 "cannot lie"




b. Those things which He has determined not to do -- self-imposed 




limitations




c. Actualize a logical contradiction -- a round square, or a married 




batchelor, etc



3. Define all -- 
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L. Wrath



1. A Biblical concept




Both OT and NT - in OT many passages are eschatological in nature  (at 



least 20 different words used for God's wrath, and most of the time a 



different word is used for man's wrath - in NT there is the mention of 



Gehena, the 10 mentions of God's wrath in Romans, and the Revelation



2. The repackaging of divine wrath or is "smile God loves you" misleading




some ignore it




adjusting doctrine




changing the emphasis of our preaching -- begin with a felt need, a 




relationship, etc. To get people on common ground




bumper sticker slogans -- God hates the sin, but loves the sinner (false 




statement)





John Blanchard, What Ever Happened to Hell





Lev. 20:23; Psalm 5; Psalm 11; Eph 2; God's divine nature is so 





pure that He can love and hate at the same time - "we 





love Him because He first loved us"



3. Is a settled part of His nature



4. Is Judicial - God cannot be God without his wrath, it is impossible




we are outraged if justice is not served in our society, but we do not 




allow God the same right in His realm



5. Flows from His omniscience




God knows everything that we do wrong, and, if He is just, He must 




punish all things that were done wrong



6. Is proportionate to sin - because some sin more than others, God's wrath is 



different for different people



7. Builds up over time - Romans 2, Paul likens the sinner to storing up wrath 



until the day of wrath



8. Will be directed against body and soul - Eph 2:1-3, desires of the flesh



9. Eternal 




The Doctrine of Endless Punishment  by Shed




Thomas Watson Body of Divinity


10. Is linked to His omnipresence 




God is present in Hell as well as in Heaven -- he is present everywhere 




[Psalm 139 - if I make my bed in hell, behold thou art there.]


M. Sovereignty, Providence and Free Will



Central Passage - Eph 1:11, "God worketh all things after the council of His own 



will."



Nine propositions about these attibutes



1. Definitions of sovereignty and providence




sovereignty - is the king of the universe, the ultimate ruler of the 




universe; He is answerable to nobody, has the power of absolute 



self determination [Isa 46 - I will do all my pleasure]




providence - the ordering and controlling of all events to reach God's 




purpose 



2. Includes all major events which occure




the rise and fall of nations




Romans 9 -- raised up Pharaoh; Daniel 4 -- "most high rules in the 




affairs of men"



3. Includeds all minor events



4. Includes the actions of people




Daniel 1; Nehemiah 1; etc.



5. Should eliminate the "what if's" and "if only's" of life




John 11 -- the story of Lazarus and Mary's "if only" statement



6. Includes the "bad" things




Acts 12 -- the arrest of James and Peter, James is martyred and Peter is 




miraculously freed



two explantions of how God controls the bad things




1. We need to understand the nature of reality




2. God's complexity -- He is far more complex than we are: He can will 




two or more things to happen at the same time which are of 




opposite nature -- Isa 53 with the bruising of the Son, and the 




NT when He says He loves the Son



7. We are responsible for our actions



8. The "hidden God" -- we cannot totally grasp how these two things fit together



9. God works through means




the reason we pray, preach, evangelize

The Decree of God


His decision concerning what will happen -- Ps 103:19; Job 42:2; Isa 10:46; Acts 2:23; 4:17-23; Eph 1:11; etc

I. Definition

II. Views


A. Classical theism -- God's decree covers everything and is immutable


B. Process theologians -- deny any decree because God has limited knowledge and 


power


C. Mediating views



1. Arminians [some] argue God has a general blueprint based on what God 



already foreknows will happen



2. Open theologians [free will theists] -- history is a combination of what God 



wills and what man wills: God therefore cannot know how everything is 



going to turn out

III. Models of Providence


A. General vs. Specific



1. General -- God does not have a specific purpose for everything that occurs



2. Specific -- God has a specific purpose for everything and all things work for 



His end which He has ordained as such


B. General



1. Traditional Arminianism -- people have a libertarian free will: people are not 



under any coercion to act




2. Paradox indeterminism -- God is absolutely sovereign and man has a 




libertarian free will - a paradox



3. Open view -- God is a risk taker: works within the limits given to Him by man's 


free will


C. Specific models



1. Absolute view -- God has decreed everything in advance and there is no place 



for man's freedom or free will [man is still responsible for his actions]



2. Paradox determinism -- God is absolutely sovereign humans are not free, but 



are morally responsible



3. Compatibilist Model -- 




a. God's sovereignty is king [He is not limited by what we do]




b. We act according to our wishes without constraint




c. God uses means to accomplish His purposes




d. God has preceptive will and a decretive will [His preceptive will can 




thwarted, but his decreed will cannot]




e. Prophesy is simply God sharing with us what He has already decreed




f. God can have competing desires -- God may allow a lower desire to 




remain unfulfilled to achieve a higher desire to be fulfilled

When God Weeps by Johnny Erickson Tada -- Appendix A

The Doctrine of Divine Concurrence


God's relationship to secondary causes -- how does God ordain everything within the means of meaningful human choices


N. The Trinity



What separates us from every other world religion, the most important aspect of 



our faith



1. Negative




a. Not tri-theism




b. Not monarchianism





1. Dynamic -- Theodotus: Jesus was simply a man and at his 





baptism the Spirit descended on Him and He began His 





work





2. Modalistic -- There is only one God, and that God reveals 





Himself in three persons: Father, Son and Spirit






also called Sabellianism, and Patripassianism [Father 






died on the cross not the Son]



Tertullian was first to use the word trinity -- said that Son and Spirit are eternal, 



but that God was alone until Creation
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2. Positive




a. Affirmations





1. The oneness of God -- Deut. ; John 10:30; Eph 4:6; I Tim 





2:4; Ja 2:19






2. Plurality -- Psa 110; 2; 139; Isa 9; Mic 5:2; NT



Simple Definition




Within the one Being that is God, there exists eternally three coequal 




and coeternal persons, nameely the Father the Son and the Holy 



Spirit.




b. Assertions





1. Monotheism





2. Three divine persons





3. Eternal existence of the three





Thus: three foundations 1) monotheism 2)three divine persons 





and 3) persons are coequal and coeternal





Note: every heresy will deny one of these three foundations



Deeper definition [Berkhof, Systematic Theology, 87-89]




1. One indivisible essence




2. Three persons




3. Whole essence belongs to each 




4. Definite order -- distinguishes between ontological [being] and 




ecconomic [distictions and roles] parts of the trinity




5. Personal attributes by which the persons are distinguished




6. Is a mystery -- not irrational, contradictory, or a smoke screen, rather 




that God is infinite and we are finite, therefore we cannot fully 




understand Him
