The Office of Bishop
1. Other terms 

a. elder (1 Tim. 5:17)
b. pastor (Eph. 4:11)

2. These terms are all referring to the same office (7)

a. The terms elder and bishop are used interchangeably in the N.T. (eg. Acts 20:17, 28—Paul talks about the same group two different ways)
b. In Titus 1:5-7, he is told to appoint elders and then in v.7 he calls them bishops.

c. The qualification for elders and bishops in Titus 1 are virtually the same in the qualifications for the bishop as in 1 Tim. 3. Then, in 1 Tim. 5, he refers to this group as elders. 

d. In the N.T., the term used for church leadership most frequently is elder. Just examine a concordance. This being the case, if the elder, bishop and pastor were not the same, it would seem strange for Paul to omit the qualifications for elders in 1 Tim. 3. 

e. In 1 Pet. 5:1-2, he talks to the leaders as being elders and then describes their responsibilities of taking oversight, which comes from the word bishop. 

f. In Philip. 1:1, he only mentions bishops and deacons. If they were a distinct office known as elders, it is strange that he would omit that. 

g. In Acts 20:28 and 1 Pet. 5:2, the pastoring image is used in connection with elder and bishop. 
3. Why are different terms used? 

a. elder
i. In its various forms, it occurs some 66x in the N.T. and is used in a variety of ways: a city official, a church official, old women, old people, a ruling body.

ii. When it is used in relation to the office of a local church, it is emphasizing maturity and wisdom that is to be possessed by one who holds this office.

iii. It is describing more of what the person is.

iv. This is admittedly a bit subjective

b. bishop

i. occurs here, Acts 20:28, Philip. 1:1, Titus 1:7

ii. comes a word that means “to watch over,” thus, it is describing one who oversees or watches over the local church

iii. It is describing more of what the person does, his major responsibility in that position.,

c. pastor

i. in the noun form only in Eph. 4:11; the other 17x used it is trans. “to shepherd”

ii. The verb deals with the activity of the elder.
4. Some thoughts on the “pastor” (thinking of all of these terms) 
● Some articles considered:

◦ May 1981, “A Mighty Fortress…”, WSJ 

◦ Dec. 1985?, “Showy Gifts?”, WSJ

◦ 1990, The Atlantic – “if [seminarians] are to succeed…” 

a. the word “pastor” 
1. Charles Jefferson, “The Minister As Shepherd” 
2. To love the sheep.

3. To feed the sheep.

4. To rescue the sheep.

5. To comfort the sheep.

6. To guide the sheep.

7. To protect the sheep.

8. To watch over the sheep. 

9. …further, see his comparison of the pastor with the ancient near eastern shepherd. 

ii. We must be aware of what is on the horizon, what attacks are going to assail the sheep. 

b. How do we carry it out?

i. In 1 Pet. 2, Christ is described as the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls.

ii. Inf 1 Pet. 5 he is called the Chief Shepherd. 

iii. This is very significant because in John 21, Christ tells Peter to feed the sheep.
1. the word “feed” is the same word trans. in 1 Pet. as “shepherd” 

iv. Christ is the divine Shepherd, and he has placed pastors in care over His sheep. He has put in our care His own sheep. That is why Heb. 13 says that we will give an account on how we shepherd His sheep. So I’ve got to answer the question: how do I best do that? Where should I put my energies? Should I put my energies into studying psychology? Into politics so that they know how to vote?
v. Our goal should be that we shepherd a people in a way that when they stand before God, he says to them, “Well done my good and faithful servant.” 

vi. Where is the best place, primarily, that we can look? The Pastoral Epistles. Certainly there are peripheral things that can be brought into the scene, but how best we can shepherd is found here. The pattern in the Pastoral Epistles is that the focus is on the Word of God. Certainly the pastor will be involved in other things. But if we are too busy to be in the Word foremost, than we are too busy. Even when we are doing other things (visiting in people in the hospital, funerals, counseling), that also involves the ministry of the Word. If we are going to do this, this is going to require a commitment to lifelong study.
1. See John Calvin (a pastor must be a scholar) and Spurgeon. 

2. See Barnhouse’s comments on Acts 6. Further, Dr. H adds, even though the needs in Acts 6 were legitimate, the apostles had to delegate them out. Many are poor pastors because they are poor delegates. We’ve got to protect the central focus. 

c. A brief historical tour

i. See the theologian of the Reformation (name?). 

ii. See Calvin’s commentary on Titus and 1 Tim. 

iii. The greatest names of Church history have taken this view of the pastorate. Many of us say we want to be like them. But we can only be like them if we follow their Biblical philosophy. 

5. The importance of “office” 
a. We have tended to want to move so far from the conception of office that we have thrown off the whole idea of office in the N.T. altogether.
b. Some disclaimers, because this could be very easily misunderstood

i. Every Christian is spiritually gifted. 
ii. Every Christian is responsible to use his spiritual gifts in the church. Every part of the body is needed, or else strain is placed on the body. 
iii. Eph. 4:12 – there has been a philosophy in the church known as “Every Member is a Minister”; the idea being that the leaders in the church are there to help the members to do the work of the ministry. Paul is supposedly advocating an “equipping” ministry.
iv. The historical foundation (3):

1. The Protestant Reformation. During this era there was as gaping chasm between the clergy and the laity. One of the contributions of the Reformation was that that was not good, but that every Christian could go before God himself, without a priest. However, there has been misunderstanding on what they meant by the priesthood of the believer. What they meant was you don’t need a human mediator and your vocation is a divine calling. It was not meant to abolish role distinctions in the church in regard to office. Not meant to remove the idea of office.
2. The 1st Great Awakening (totally diff. in mentality then of the 2nd GA w/ Finney). The two key figures: G. Whitefield and J. Edwards. Whitefield did something indirectly by his ministry, namely mass revival being made the norm. Mass revival is experienced at times, but that is not the norm. It is rather consistent evangelism, preaching of the Scripture and worship. Whitefield preached in the open air (nothing wrong with this) and became extremely popular (nothing wrong with this either). But as these two elements mixed and heightened…the focus of the authority began to shift from within the church to outside the church. That set in motion Evangelicalism (meant in the older term) being viewed as a movement rather than an institution, rather than a religion. It began not to be viewed as apostolic doctrine, but as celebrity. This is transferred into today by pastors not being the one’s shaping what people believe. It is instead being done by popular Christian authors, musicians and celebrities.
3. The founding of America. The essence of sin is pride, self-centeredness…”we have all gone our own way” (Isa.). When the ideals of democracy are focused in on the way the church is to be run, the results are disastrous. This thwarts greatly the authority of the church. People don’t like to be told what to do. This is democracy run amuck. And this is why in the 1960s and 1970s this “Every Member Minister” gained energy.
c. Eph. 4:12

i. Christ has given gifts to men. The logical question is, what are those gifts? He answers that Q in v.11. The next question would be, what is their function? He answers that in v.12 with three things. 

ii. “Perfecting” – refers to putting things in order or to make them complete, or put them in their proper condition. One of the purposes of these gifted people was to bring them this state of completion and maturity. 
iii. “Work of the ministry” – only other place, 2 Tim. 4:5; “ministry” is not general, but very specific to the preaching and teaching of the Word.

iv. So in 1 Tim. 3 when Paul sees the pastorate as an office, this is extremely important. 

