“The ‘latter times’ Terminology” 

Views

I. A reference to the time between Christ’s first and second comings.

II. A reference to the generation which lives right before Christ returns. 

a. Freq., holders of this view point out that we must be living in that period because of the moral decay of society, the freq. of natural disasters, wars. 

b. They  refer to 2 Tim. 3:1.

c. They refer to Matt. 24-25, speaking of famines and wars.

d. They refer to 2 Pet. 3:3 – in the last days scoffers will come.

III. *These kinds of phrases are sometimes used in relation to Israel and sometimes in relation to the church. 

a. In the O.T. when these kinds of phrases are used, frequently it is referring to the future period of time when Israel’s fortunes will be restored. (this is what Matt. 24-25 are referring to). I do not believe that the Olivet Discourse is talking about the church or signs preceding the rapture, but the second coming. 

i. Further, note the parallelism between Matt. 24 and Rev. 6

b. When these phrases are referring to the church, I believe that they are referring to the entire age of the church (eg. Heb. 1 – God does not speak thru his Son just before the rapture; 2 Pet. 3:3 – are scoffers confined to the last generation?;  2 Tim. 3:1—Paul later speaks of those times being right then, naming people involved in it? 

c. We can call it the last days because of the doctrine of immanency. It does not mean that Christ will come soon, but that he could come at any moment. 
