“The Issue of Church Discipline”

Def: the confrontive, corrective measures taken by an individual, church leaders, or the congregation regarding a matter of sin in the life of a believer.  (Carl Laney, “A Guide To Church Discipline”)
The church constantly has to be reformed. 
I. Purposes of Church Discipline:

a. To enhance the testimony of the flock. 

b. To restore sinning believers. Build them up, rescue them.
c. To silence false teachers. They may have been the one in the church that has been the cause of getting someone into sin. 

d. To promote godly fear. If a church does not discipline, there are four things that will happen:
i. There will be a loss of purity. 

ii. There will be a loss of power.

iii. There will be a loss of progress (see the letters to the seven churches, part. the one to Ephesus).
iv. There will be a loss of purpose.
II. How do we carry this out? 

a. Those dealing in the discipline should be spiritual (Gal. 6:1). 

b. It must be done with humility. We are capable of any sin, including the one we are dealing with. No one should be engaging in this unless they realize that we’re all chips off the same block.
c. It must be done without bias (1 Tim. 6:21).

d. We must follow Matt. 18. 

e. It should always be conducted with a view towards repentance. We are ready to forgive. 

III. Why should we have church discipline?

a. Negatively

i. The Scripture does not warrant it for a church’s pet-peeves or our list of things we don’t want people to be doing or a part. taboo.

b. Positively

i. Disorderly conduct (2 Thess. 3:6-15). 

ii. Difficulties between members (Matt. 18:15-17, the two or three gathering are the ones having problems, not there to have prayer together). 
iii. People who cause divisions in the church (Rom. 16:17-18; Titus 3:9-11)
iv. Immoral conduct (1 Cor. 5; 2 Thess. 3:6-15).

v. False teaching. 

IV. Some cautions in church discipline 

a. Be sure that the issue is Scriptural. Not just something you don’t happen to like or something I don’t think they should do. Maybe I have a standard, such as not smoking.

b. Remember that we have sinned in the past too (Gal.6).

c. Before we confront anyone, make sure we spend quality time praying about it. 

d. Take time. We need to make sure this is an issue, make sure that we are doing the right thing. 

e. Don’t take too much time. If we do, then it can lead to the problems associated with not dealing with it. 

f. Don’t ever gossip. Don’t talk to other people about the issue, when its in the private stages.
