The Holy Spirit and Interpretation

I. Seven Problems:

a. On a popular level, there is a misunderstanding as to the Spirit’s role

i. Many Christians believe that if they pray, God will give them the correct interpretation

b. On a popular level, most people are not concerned with singular meaning of the text but with an idiosyncratic meaning:

i. “What does this passage mean to me?”

ii. This is priesthood of the believer “run amuck”

c. In some circles there is a lack of emphasis on the Holy Spirit

i. By some scholarly methods, the “Holy Spirit may as well be dead.”

d. There has been a shift to postmodernism:

i. This downplays logic and rationalism in exchange for experience

ii. Experience is the prime criterion for interpretation

e. There is an unwillingness to do hard study

f. Rationalism – neglect of the Holy Spirit

g. In our interpretation, on many issues, we move more to tolerance rather than having convictions

II. Four Preliminary Thoughts:

a. Any truth we hold must be based upon the exegesis of key texts

b. We have to face the fact that non-evangelical, non-Christian writers are producing better commentaries than conservatives are

i. Perhaps we have mis-defined the Spirit’s role

c. We have to be very precise when we discuss the Spirit’s role

i. We must be careful not to say the Spirit is adding revelation

d. We must beware the danger and error of neo-orthodoxy

i. The Bible becomes the Word of God to us

III. Two cruces of this issue:  (The most important passage to an issue is called the crux interpretum)

a. 1 Cor. 2:12-14

i. The unsaved man does not welcome spiritual truth

1. This is a volitional issue

ii. The unsaved man does not know the truth

1. He is not speaking of intellect as far as the ability to think or reasons

2. This is the noetic effect of sin

3. He cannot apprehend the significance of spiritual truth

iii. Thus, an unsaved man can exegete a text, but he cannot see the depth nor appreciate what God has revealed

b. 1 Jn. 2:20, 27

i. Context is key to the interpretation of this passage

1. John here indicates that Christians know certain things by personal experiences

2.  here refers to a deeper experiential knowledge

ii. This passage is talking about the witness of the Holy Spirit

1. Puritans called it the non-discoursive witness

2. An immediate impression through which we are convinced of truth

iii. John is contrasting the antichrists with true Christians

1. Not only talking about what the believers know but

2. how they know it

3. They do not know it because they are smarter but because they have the witness of the Holy Spirit

iv. The Holy Spirit’s witness does not circumvent our study of Scripture

v. The Holy Spirit does His work in our hearts where he convinces us of the truth we have studied

IV. Concluding Observations

a. The Spirit’s work is primarily conviction, not cognition

i. This is how a pagan can produce a tremendous work on the Bible:

ii. Milgrom (a professor at Berkley) wrote on the OT sacrificial system; Raymond Brown wrote on the Johannine Epistles

iii. Martin Luther, “People are damned because they cannot use personal pronouns.”

b. The witness of the Holy Spirit is a witness beyond exegesis as to the significance of the truth:

i. Rom. 5 – “Love of God shed abroad in our hearts…”

ii. Rom. 8 – “Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God.”

iii. So, we must remain in a position to receive the Spirit’s testimony.

c. There is a general witness of the Spirit

i. The Spirit can clear our minds

ii. Give us impressions

iii. This is a general work of illumination on the mundane things of life

d. There is a corporate, historical illumination

i. Most of us are historical snobs because we don’t care about historical theology and how doctrine developed

ii. God was illuminating men long before we ever came along.

e. This teaches us that the goal of the Bible must never stop at exegesis; it must all always go on to worship.

f. Don’t assume that because we pray or are spiritual that we are right in our understanding of the Bible

V. The Doctrine of Perspicuity

a. This states that major doctrines are clearly understood

b. There are certain things that can be understood without education

c. This speaks to the nature of Scripture

d. This is the “Little Old Lady Syndrome”

