Excursus on the Call of the Ministry
I. The historical development of the call 

a. #1 Some have argued that it is in an external call (typically assoc. with the Roman Catholic Church); the Church will give the final word

b. #2 Viewed it in regards to one’s inner gift (held by the Anabaptists in reaction to the above view); if one is gifted then one is called; this is a similar argument used by feminists to enter into the ministry

c. #3 A stress on internal feeling; normally assoc. with the Charismatic movement; If you feel the Holy Spirit leading you and calling; what anyone else thinks is irrelevant; in this view, the subjective is king, not the objective. 

d. #4 (began in 1981 with Garry Friesen’s book “Decision Making and the Will of God”); Gary argues that while God has an overall plan for the world, and he has a moral will, he does not have a particular plan for you life

i. problem: God does have a plan for everyone’s life

1. support: look at all the men and women in Scripture that were called to something

2. Gary would try to call each of these instances peculiar or irregular…but that is a lot of peculiar instances.

II. What is the call?

a. Not the presence of a need. 

i. Need does not constitute call. Just because we are aware of the need that does not mean that God has called us to meet that need. (eg. Missionaries visiting our churches and describing needs from that foreign country; the need is often so greatly felt that we feel compelled to go—yet this is not all there is to it. This is partially why Dr. H is not necessarily in favor of having a missions conference.)
b. Internal desire.

i. There should be an internal desire or conviction concerning the ministry. This is not deterred by obstacles. It is all-absorbing, it is singleminded. This is one reason Dr. H says people should go to seminary if they think they are called to the ministry. People should be studying the Bible more anyway. So rather than just hop out there and make a mess of things, they should go to seminary and allow it be a proving ground in a variety of ways.
c. Objective standard. 

i. Namely, the Word of God. 

ii. Do we objectively meet the criteria laid down in 1 Tim. 3? 

1. If we do not, we should not be in the ministry. 

iii. Do we have the desire to do what the Bible says is involved? 

iv. Do we have the gifts necessary? 

v. This involves thoughts, take your time…the church will get alone without us while we take some time to think things through.

d. The role of the Church 

i. It does not issue the call, but it does confirm the call. It should never take the initiative of trying to put people into the ministry, but they should instead be affirming. 
ii. The people will confirm in various ways.

iii. If God is working through us in people lives this way, they will let us know.

e. There is not a set method. 

i. He can issue the call through different means. It may come while listening to someone preach and you say, “I want to do that.” Or it may come from reading something, etc. 
ii. Sometimes he places you in situations where you have to do the ministry. 

1. See the life of Martin Luther and of John Calvin (see his preface to the Psalms) 

III. Some favorite statements 

a. D.A. Carson “The Gagging of God” – get this one; Most people are not called in the setting of a mission’s conference; most people are called through seeing a beauty of the gospel 
b. G. Whitefield (cons. the greatest orator of all-time) 
c. C. Spurgeon, Vol.1 pg.30, 37

d. Lloyd-Jones (Murray’s bio on); Preachers and Preaching, p.20, 104-120
e. E. Lutzer , Pastor to Pastor, p.11 

f. C. Bridges, “Christian Ministry”, p.90
