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Archetypal Theology: refers to God's Knoweldge

Ectypal Theology: refers to our knowledge

Introduction:

I. Why is the study of Sys. Theo. Important?


A. Ignorance and confusion over the rudimentory themes of theology:  the very basics



84% of people who claim to be Christians claim that God helps those who help 


themselves in salvation.  (Gallop Pole)


B. Heresy is cruel



wrong doctrine does in estimable damage and leads people to damnation



because our churches have abdocated the teaching of doctrine, people will fall 


for anything


C. Theology is the basis of our practice



theology is the basis for all we do - it is the foundation of our character and 


determines who we are which determines what we do


D. Neglect will destroy the church



it is the problem today - the church has neglected doctrine and now they are 


confused about God, and what He is like, and what salvation is, who man is, and 

how should he act.


E. If we are not lovers of theology, then we will not be lovers of God



Theology is what tells us about God.

II. Key terms


A. Theology: 



1. Theos - God



2. Logos - word, utterance, a study of 



3. John 17:3 - what is etermal life? Refers to the quality of eternal existence: 



"and this is life eternal, that they may know thee, and Jesus Christ whom 


thou hast sent."  it is a process of knowing God more



4. Theologically speaking: refers to all the doctrines of the Scriptures


B. Systematic Theology:



1. Systematic is the key: means the Scriptures are our ulitmate source of 



doctrine



2. All the facts learned from the Scriptures are then arranged in a logical 




systematic whole



3. Chafer: "the collecting,  the arranging, the comparing, the exibiting, the 



defending, of all facts from every source concerning God and His works


C. Natural Theology



1. Refers to what we learn about God from nature [Ps. 19; Rom 1]



2. Also called general revelation



3. Does not save anyone




not enough information given to lead a person to Christ




actually condemns us [Rom 1]


D. Revealed Theology



1. Refers to God's revelation of Himself in the Bible


E. Historical Theology



1. Not church history!



2. Refers to the development of doctrine throughout history


F. Dogmatic theology



1. Refers primarily to aspects of doctrine which we hold with absolute certainty



2. Includes the fundamentals of the faith


G. Speculative theology



1. The areas of theology which we have less information than we need to be 



dogmatic



2. 


H. Biblical theology



1. Doctrines derived strictly from how they are defined in Scriptures without 



outside sources


I. Practical theology - how doctrines are worked out in the Christian life


J. Contemporary theology - deals with current issues in theology

Bibliology

I. Why do people deny the authority of the Bible?


A. Is moral and spiritual - not intellectual 

II. Three views of the Bible


A. Liberalism - the Bible is a collection of the words of men, no more inspired than that 


of Elizabeth Barrett Browning [also Neo-Orthodoxy]


B. Classic [Biblical] 



1. The Bible is the word of God



2. The Bible is inerrent and infallible


C. Combination view



1. Man's words and God's words



2. Must sort out the chaff and deny what is false

III. Inspiration - II Timothy 3:16


A. "all" - plenery = completely and totally inspired


B. "scripture" - OT is definitly included, pluse extant letters written by Apostles, plus NT 


based on what Jesus said in upper room


C. "theoneustos" - "inspired" 



only place this word occurs



literally - "God breathed" or "breathed out"



the Scripture is the result of God's breathing



the authors' were not inspired - the books written were




Romans was. Paul  was not


D. The position of the word [syntax] 



there is no linking verb in the Gk text



if interpreted "all God-breathed Scripture" leads us to believe that some 




scriptures is not inspired



contextually in II Tim. it must refer to all Scripture



deals with the result of God breathing


E. II Peter 1:19-21



deals with the origin and method of inspiration


F. Negatives - NOT...



1. The Bible is inspiring



2. The writers were inspired



3. Partial inspiration



4. The thoughts of the writers were inspired



5. The Bible becomes God's Word at a moment of revelation



6. Mechanical dictation


Defintion of Inspiration [Ryrie]



God superintended the human authors of the Bible so that they recorded without 


error His message to mankind in the words of their original writings



[see volume I of Norman Geisler's Introduction and Theology]

IV. Inerrancy

A. The Bible is without error in everything it says


B. The Bible tells the truth


C. Why is this important?



1. If the Bible is not inerrant, then we will lose all authority in our ministries



2. If the Bible is not inerrant, then the Bible will lose its objectivity - our 




subjectivity will determine what is important



3. If the Bible is errant in one area, then we have no guarantee it is not errant in 


other areas.  If the author slips on History, how do we know he did not 



slip on theology?


D. The Proofs



1. Scripture - it claims to be the infallible inspired Word of the living God - 1500 



claims from within




if it is not, then it is not even a moral book - it is full of lies




the claim is fine, but how does it stand up to scrutiny?



2. Unity - 3 languages, 40+ authors, different cultures, yet cohesive



3. Prophesy - every prophesy has come to pass literally [there was a one strike 



and your out policy in OT]



4. Archeology - 



5. Documents - MSS



6. Eyewitnesses

V. Sufficiency


Psalm 19:7-10

The Bible Code


Bib. Sac.  #626 Decoding the Bible Code


JETS Volume 43 #4 The Bible Code Teaching them wrong things

Theology Proper

The person of God

Sept. 16, 2003

I.  God is passionate for his glory


John Piper is famous for writing on this - from Jonathan Edwards's The End for which 


God Created the World


Everything that has ever happened in the world is to lead to the glory of God, which is 


the chief end of mankind


Isa 43; Ezek. 20; Psalm 106; Ezek. 36; John 17; Rom 9; Eph 1 (3x); I Cor 10; II Thess. 


1; all make clear that the chief end of all God's actions is that of glorifying 


Himself.


The chief responsibility of man is to glorify that which is infinitely glorious - God, and for Him to do less than exalt that which is infinitely glorious [anything other than Himself] would be for Him to commit idolatry.



- Jonathan Edwards

II. Eight rampent views of God


A. Theism



God is everything the Bible claims that He is.


B. Deism



the Biblical view of God minus the miracles - denies God's intervention in the 



world [Voltaire, Paine, and some of America's founding fathers]




see A Theological Interpretation of American History by Gregg Singer


C. Pantheism



God is identical to the universe


D. Panentheism



God is in the world as the soul is in the body



also called bipolar or dipolar deism


E. Finite Godism



God is limited in power and perfection



Denies God's sovereignty and providence [Plato and Rabbie Cushner]


F. Polytheism



many gods - ancient Egypt



Henotheism- one finite god among the many is supreme among the many


G. Atheism



There is no God



Karl Marx, Nicci


H. Neotheism



gaining fast momentum among even conservative evangelicals



also called the openness of God and free will theism



Clark Pinnock, and John Sanders



1. defines free will in such an extreme way that the future is unknown to God - 



even He does not know what man is going to do, and therefore cannot 



know the future



2. God created us with such  freedom that even He cannot exercise total control



3. Normally God will not override human freedom



4. God cannot know how we will use our freedom, but He can predict with great 



accuracy



5. God can learn



6. God is fallible and can err



7. their great concern is that our choices have meaning and that God can have a 



real relationship with man - requires God's vulnerability in order to have 



a relationship


Problems



1. denies God's omniscience - says God knows all that did happen, but NOT what 


will happen



2. Prophesy becomes a series of good guesses - ultimately therefore nothing is 



certain



3. Interpretation - everything must be literal - - leaves no room for figures of 



speech



4. Is nothing more than idolatry - strips God of who He is and elevates man's 



choices

III. The Perfections of God


Essential attributes [Aristotle] refer to those things which are necessary for Him to be 


God


Accidental Predicates [Aristotle] refer to attributes of God


A. Two Categories



1. Non- Moral / Absolute / Incommunicable 




Characteristics which He alone possesses: omniscience, omnipotence, 



etc.



2. Moral / Relative / Communicable




those attributes which God can share with His creation: love, 




compassion, etc.


B. Self-Existence -- Psalm 90:2



"Who made God?"



1. God is the uncaused one - He has always been



2. God possesses life in the absolute degree


C. Self-Sufficiency -- I Tim 1:11



God is the ground of His own existence - God's independence, happiness



God does not have to go outside of Himself to be content and happy - he needs 


nothing


D. God's Infinity -- I Kings 8:27



He has no boundaries - He never reaches the end of His resources



He is not limited by time [eternality] or space [omnipresent]


E. Spirituality -- John 4:24; I Tim 1: 17



God is immaterial - He does not have a body



1. Why does the Bible picture God with bodily parts




sometimes the writers use anthropomorphis, to allow us to understand 



Him to some degree



2. If God doesn't have a body? Then how come the Bible says that people saw 



God?




when people "saw God" in the Bible, they are seeing Christ - God is 




always seen through the Son




Beatific Vision - to see God





a. Optical vision of the Son





b. Seeing in Bible has to do with perception - to understand 





something





c. Frequently linked to serving God [Revelation] 



This is also why the Bible prohibits us from making any artwork of God - limits 



the limitless one


F. Holiness -- 



1. Meaning




a. Separated to the realm of the sacred




b. The prime sense of the term is NOT purity as is commonly thought




c. God is completely separated from us, He is holy other, so separate 




from us to be completely unlike us and impossible to know -- 




transcendence: His loftiness over his Creation



2. Central Passages




a. Isa. 6:3




b. Isa 40:18



3. Is the central facet of God's being




a. Lev, Ex, and Num become clear that God is separate from man -- 




sacrificial system is to make His relationship to man possible




b. Is the only quality of God with a 3-fold repetition in Scripture



4. The tabernacle as an illustration




a. Leviticus begins with the word "and" -- follows immediately after the 




Shekinah glory of God comes into the tabernacle -- requires the 




sacrificial system in order for God to continue living there


G. Love



1. Problems associated with God's love




a. If God is so loving, why does He send people to hell?




b. If God is so loving how could He permit...




c. Does God feel love? Can He be sad? Can His heart be broken?  Does 




this not mean that He is changing?



2. Propositions




a. Begins with the Trinity - he is the source of love, so begin wth the 




source





1. There is an inter-Trinitarian love -- demonstrated outside the 





Trinity





2. There is an intra-Trinitarian love-- demonstrated within the 





Trinity





3. Must begin with the intra-Trinitarian love




b. We need to look past the Gk words for love





1. Eros - selfish carnal physical love, [not in NT]





2. Phileo - friendship love





3. Agapa - self-sacrificing love, the type of love God has for his 





creatures





4. Gk language has gone through many changes throughout the 





millenia -- the different words used for love were not 





chosen or set aside to expain the different types of love, 




rather they show a change in the language





5. In the Septuagint there is no clear distinction between these 





words -- phileo and agapa are used to describe Amnon's 




love for Tamar





6. In John 3:35 -- the Father "loves the Son" the word agapao is 




used, in John 5: 20 the word phileo is used, that would 





mean the Father's love for the Son is diminished




c. Father's love for the Son -- John's gospel is particularly rich in 






discussing this topic




d. Common grace -- God now moves outside Himself and shows love for 





the world




e. Central passage is John 3:16





1. So...that -- is capable of two interpretations






a. Emphasizes the intensity of Gods love -- God SO loved 





the world = God is lovesick for the world - His 






heart is bleeding for the world, implies that He 






needs us






b. In John's writings the so...that refers to manner and 






NOT intensity, meaning that John is commenting 





on the manner in which God showed His love, 






NOT in the great intensity of His love





2. World






a. Hyper-Calvinists would argue that God only loves the 






elect and hates everyone else






b. The world means everyone here 






c. In John's writings is a moral category 







* an evil system and always bad [1:10; 7:7; 







16:20] God does NOT love the world 







because it is so valuable to Him






d. John 3:16 is not an endorsement of the people of the 






world, it is an endorsement of the character of 






God






e. God's love is not to be admired because the world is 






so good, but because the world is so bad


H. Omnipresence 



1. Most basic level -- God is everywhere present



2. Problems




a. if God isn't material, how can he take up space




b. Is He in Hell too




c. Does He dwell in unbelievers too?



3. Central passage -- Psalm 139: 7-16



4. NOT diffusion - diffused through the universe in parts which are everywhere, 



rather that the totality of  His being is simultaneously present 




everywhere



5. Not pantheism




He is present WITH every point in space, not AS every point in space



6. He is not present in the same sense everywhere




Mediate presence and immediate presence 



7. Immensity -- cannot be contained, everywhere present



8. There is a distinction between God's ontilogical [God is present everywhere]  



presence and His spiritual presence -- he is not spiritually present



9. Comfort / Terror -- God's presence is comforting to the believer, but brings 



great terror to the unbeliever


I. Immutability



1. Definition: God's character never changes; He does not change in His being or 


essence -- would have to either get better or get worse



2. Central passages -- Mal. 3:6 and James 1:17



3. Clarification: does not mean that God is inactive -- what open theists accuse 



us of 



4. Passages which imply God does change -- repents, change His mind, feel 



sorrowful




*remind one's self of the definition of immutability




*God's dealings with people changed, not that He changed in His 




character



5. Perpetuity of the sign gifts




*takes the meaning of immutabiltiy and applies it to the actions of God -




- not dealing with his character


J. Omiscience



Most basic level -- God knows all things



1. Central passages -- Acts 15:18 and Isa 40:13-14



2. God knows all things actually -- God knows everything that takes place



3. God knows all things potential -- God know all things that could happen that 



never will



4. God knows all things equally -- there is no subject God knows better than 



another area



5. God knows without discovery -- He cannot learn because He already knows 



everything, has never been amazed, been taught a new fact, etc.



6. He knows all informational content -- does not mean that He knows the 



sensation itself



7. God's knowledge vs. His wisdom -- mastery of facts vs. how to use them in 



the best way




God is onmnisapient -- He has knowledge and He knows how to use it



8. Central passage [wisdom] -- Job 38-41


K. Omnipotence



1. Definition / Central passages




a. God is all powerful -- not just able to accomplish the tast, but rather 




that it takes no effort at all to finish the task




b. Genesis 17:1; Ex. 6:3



2. Limitations -- God cannot do...




a. Anything that is inconsistent with His nature -- Heb 6 "cannot lie"




b. Those things which He has determined not to do -- self-imposed 




limitations




c. Actualize a logical contradiction -- a round square, or a married 




batchelor, etc



3. Define all -- 
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1. A Biblical concept




Both OT and NT - in OT many passages are eschatological in nature  (at 



least 20 different words used for God's wrath, and most of the time a 



different word is used for man's wrath - in NT there is the mention of 



Gehena, the 10 mentions of God's wrath in Romans, and the Revelation



2. The repackaging of divine wrath or is "smile God loves you" misleading




some ignore it




adjusting doctrine




changing the emphasis of our preaching -- begin with a felt need, a 




relationship, etc. To get people on common ground




bumper sticker slogans -- God hates the sin, but loves the sinner (false 




statement)





John Blanchard, What Ever Happened to Hell





Lev. 20:23; Psalm 5; Psalm 11; Eph 2; God's divine nature is so 





pure that He can love and hate at the same time - "we 





love Him because He first loved us"



3. Is a settled part of His nature



4. Is Judicial - God cannot be God without his wrath, it is impossible




we are outraged if justice is not served in our society, but we do not 




allow God the same right in His realm



5. Flows from His omniscience




God knows everything that we do wrong, and, if He is just, He must 




punish all things that were done wrong



6. Is proportionate to sin - because some sin more than others, God's wrath is 



different for different people



7. Builds up over time - Romans 2, Paul likens the sinner to storing up wrath 



until the day of wrath



8. Will be directed against body and soul - Eph 2:1-3, desires of the flesh



9. Eternal 




The Doctrine of Endless Punishment  by Shed




Thomas Watson Body of Divinity


10. Is linked to His omnipresence 




God is present in Hell as well as in Heaven -- he is present everywhere 




[Psalm 139 - if I make my bed in hell, behold thou art there.]


M. Sovereignty, Providence and Free Will



Central Passage - Eph 1:11, "God worketh all things after the council of His own 



will."



Nine propositions about these attibutes



1. Definitions of sovereignty and providence




sovereignty - is the king of the universe, the ultimate ruler of the 




universe; He is answerable to nobody, has the power of absolute 



self determination [Isa 46 - I will do all my pleasure]




providence - the ordering and controlling of all events to reach God's 




purpose 



2. Includes all major events which occure




the rise and fall of nations




Romans 9 -- raised up Pharaoh; Daniel 4 -- "most high rules in the 




affairs of men"



3. Includeds all minor events



4. Includes the actions of people




Daniel 1; Nehemiah 1; etc.



5. Should eliminate the "what if's" and "if only's" of life




John 11 -- the story of Lazarus and Mary's "if only" statement



6. Includes the "bad" things




Acts 12 -- the arrest of James and Peter, James is martyred and Peter is 




miraculously freed



two explantions of how God controls the bad things




1. We need to understand the nature of reality




2. God's complexity -- He is far more complex than we are: He can will 




two or more things to happen at the same time which are of 




opposite nature -- Isa 53 with the bruising of the Son, and the 




NT when He says He loves the Son



7. We are responsible for our actions



8. The "hidden God" -- we cannot totally grasp how these two things fit together



9. God works through means




the reason we pray, preach, evangelize

The Decree of God


His decision concerning what will happen -- Ps 103:19; Job 42:2; Isa 10:46; Acts 2:23; 4:17-23; Eph 1:11; etc

I. Definition

II. Views


A. Classical theism -- God's decree covers everything and is immutable


B. Process theologians -- deny any decree because God has limited knowledge and 


power


C. Mediating views



1. Arminians [some] argue God has a general blueprint based on what God 



already foreknows will happen



2. Open theologians [free will theists] -- history is a combination of what God 



wills and what man wills: God therefore cannot know how everything is 



going to turn out

III. Models of Providence


A. General vs. Specific



1. General -- God does not have a specific purpose for everything that occurs



2. Specific -- God has a specific purpose for everything and all things work for 



His end which He has ordained as such


B. General



1. Traditional Arminianism -- people have a libertarian free will: people are not 



under any coercion to act




2. Paradox indeterminism -- God is absolutely sovereign and man has a 




libertarian free will - a paradox



3. Open view -- God is a risk taker: works within the limits given to Him by man's 


free will


C. Specific models



1. Absolute view -- God has decreed everything in advance and there is no place 



for man's freedom or free will [man is still responsible for his actions]



2. Paradox determinism -- God is absolutely sovereign humans are not free, but 



are morally responsible



3. Compatibilist Model -- 




a. God's sovereignty is king [He is not limited by what we do]




b. We act according to our wishes without constraint




c. God uses means to accomplish His purposes




d. God has preceptive will and a decretive will [His preceptive will can 




thwarted, but his decreed will cannot]




e. Prophesy is simply God sharing with us what He has already decreed




f. God can have competing desires -- God may allow a lower desire to 




remain unfulfilled to achieve a higher desire to be fulfilled

When God Weeps by Johnny Erickson Tada -- Appendix A

The Doctrine of Divine Concurrence


God's relationship to secondary causes -- how does God ordain everything within the means of meaningful human choices


N. The Trinity



What separates us from every other world religion, the most important aspect of 



our faith



1. Negative




a. Not tri-theism




b. Not monarchianism





1. Dynamic -- Theodotus: Jesus was simply a man and at his 





baptism the Spirit descended on Him and He began His 





work





2. Modalistic -- There is only one God, and that God reveals 





Himself in three persons: Father, Son and Spirit






also called Sabellianism, and Patripassianism [Father 






died on the cross not the Son]



Tertullian was first to use the word trinity -- said that Son and Spirit are eternal, 



but that God was alone until Creation
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2. Positive




a. Affirmations





1. The oneness of God -- Deut. ; John 10:30; Eph 4:6; I Tim 





2:4; Ja 2:19






2. Plurality -- Psa 110; 2; 139; Isa 9; Mic 5:2; NT



Simple Definition




Within the one Being that is God, there exists eternally three coequal 




and coeternal persons, nameely the Father the Son and the Holy 



Spirit.




b. Assertions





1. Monotheism





2. Three divine persons





3. Eternal existence of the three





Thus: three foundations 1) monotheism 2)three divine persons 





and 3) persons are coequal and coeternal





Note: every heresy will deny one of these three foundations



Deeper definition [Berkhof, Systematic Theology, 87-89]




1. One indivisible essence




2. Three persons




3. Whole essence belongs to each 




4. Definite order -- distinguishes between ontological [being] and 




ecconomic [distictions and roles] parts of the trinity




5. Personal attributes by which the persons are distinguished




6. Is a mystery -- not irrational, contradictory, or a smoke screen, rather 




that God is infinite and we are finite, therefore we cannot fully 




understand Him

Angelology

I. The problem of "precious moments" theology


Falling into the trap of sentimental theology being trapped into making our own calf out 


of the fool's gold of popular culture

II. Satanology -- Eph 6:10-20


Who is the devil?


What does Paul mean by standing?


What is the shield of faith?


A. Misconceptions about Satan



1. Doesn't exist



2. Depersonalize him -- is force not a person; a what not a who



3. An object of jest -- tail and horns and red suit come in here



4. In charge of the underworld -- many disagree here, seeds of this idea go back 


to middle ages



5. Can be used for our benefit


B. Disadvantages of Satan



1. Is a created being -- foundation of all other problems, disadvantages-- does 



not have the attributes of God



2. He is under God's control -- God is still sovereign



3. He is God's pawn in the chess game of history -- He is using him to 




accomplish His purposes



4. He always loses


C. Advantages



1. A multitude of demons at his disposal



2. Incredible knowledge



3. Diligence




William Grenalt, The Christian in Complete Armour [unabridged version]




Sacred Demonology, Richard Gilpin


D. The spiritual warfare movement



1. The players [4]




a. Charismatic movement -- believe that at salvation one receives the 




baptism in the Holy Spirit subsequent to salvation [a second 




baptism] normally later on, when it occurs we are given new 




spiritual awarnesses -- exorcisms, talking to demons etc




b. Restorationists -- [5-fold ministry] appeal to Eph 4 and the 5 gifted 




people there.  Argue that God is restoring all those offices again 




and that Christ cannot return until the church has become this 




large jugernaut and operating at this powerful level




c. Signs and wonders movement [vinyard and 3rd wave movement] -- 




argue that the 1st wave was rise of pentacostalism at beginning 




of 20th century, 2nd wave was charasmatic movement which 




began in 60's, and 3rd wave was in the 70's when these 





charasmatic ideas began to infiltrate mainline denominations





* buzz word is power -- power healing, power encounters, 





power signs -- goes back to Elijah at Mt Carmel: a 





spiritual shootout at the O.K. Corral




d. Evangelicalism 




2. The emphasis




a. Deliverence




b. Key is deliverence from the demonic



3. Examples of deliverence




a. in evangelism [power evangelism, deliverence evangelism]





* demons can hold control of a geographical area and can hold 





people from coming to Christ -- signs: prostitution, 





drugs, violence, etc -- can be exorcised by prayer 





worship and praise
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b. Sanctification





* a spiritual problem which you cannot get victory over is not 





your problem, but rather because a spirit has claimed 





squater's rights in that area of your life.  They have 





claimed the power over you in that area -- not demon 





possession, rather, demon control.  You can be 






controlled by a demon in certain pockets of your life.  





Comes as a result of habitual sin, or demon worship in 





your life or the life of a relative



4. A critique




a. Suspicions





1. Any movement that does not have its roots or precedent in 





orthodox historic Christianity





2. The central passage does not even deal with this





3. There is very little exegetical support for this, so it rests 





heavily on experience




b. Territorial demons





1. Not mentioned at all in the 3 listings of the  Great Commission





2. Not mentioned in Acts 1





3. Not done on the day of Pentecost -- all Peter did was preach 





the Gospel





4. Not mentioned in any of the churches of Revelation 2 and 3




c. Deliverance from sin -- cannot break the power of a specific sin by 





normal means





1. Means we can literally said that the Devil made me do it





2. There is not one example in Scripture where Jesus or any 





Apostle dealt with a moral problem by casting out 





demons




d. Rebuking and binding demons





1. Based on misinterpreted Scripture -- Matt. 12





2. Matt 16 and 18 -- whatever is bound on earth shall be bound 





in heaven -- binding and loosing in 16 Peter is given a 





millennial promise about his coming authority and in 18 





is about the church having the power to make 






proclamations in power and is in the context of church 





discipline





3. Satan will not be bound until the Kingdom age [not living in 





them today]





4. We are never told in Scripture to talk to demons




e. Jesus and the apostles did it -- why can't we, or there is not Scripture 




to retract it 





1. God works in different ways at different times





2. Faulty logic used -- we should do the same as Jesus and Peter 




until we are told to stop: go fishing to pay taxes


E. Biblical Method



** areas if preparation




1. Realize we are in the battle




2. Realize we are absolutely dependent on Divine strength




3. We must understand our own responsibility for our actions




4. We need to go into battle with all the armor God has provided




5. Understand the purpose of the armor




6. This battle will last our entire lives




7. Understand that this is going to be a major fight




8. Identify the true  enemy




9. Understand how Satan will come at us



** schemes Satan will use




1. To distort the nature of the Christian life




2. Sensationalism -- if we buy into the first lie, we will probably fall into 




this one -- there is a quick fix for the problem




3. The Devils will belittle the Cross -- tells us we have committed a sin 




too big to forgive or too often for God to forgive




4. Counterfeit experience




5. Will persuade us of being shortchanged by living the Christian life




6. The slow approach -- he is not concerned that we fall immediately, 




but that we fall eventually




7. The urgency of putting on the armor -- makes us think it can wait a 




minute



1. Loins girded with truth -- referred to the binding up of the lower parts of the 



robe so that he would not trip over it [Paul refers to the girding as the 



doctrinal truth of the Scripture]



2. Breastplate of righteousness -- a molded piece of metel that would protect the 


trunk of the body [refers to our justified position before God; or, refers 



to practical righteousness: the obedience of the Christian (5:9 refers to 



the works of the Christian, and is a citation of Isa 59 which refers to a 



righteous life of obedience to the Father) ]



3. Feet shod with the Gospel -- military sandle strapped at the ankle with studs 



on the bottom [Paul is talking about evangelism, a readiness (Rom 



10:15) (wrong); or, having such an understanding of the Gospel and our 


peace before God that we will be able to stand when Satan accuses us]



4. Shield of faith --have to develope an ubility to use the shield when necessary




**Grenalt's observations about fiery darts




1. Are swift -- can travel quickly and without warning




2. Fly secretly -- can come from unexpected sources




3. Have an enflaming quality to them 




a. Unbelief will be with us till we die




b. Unbelief is the root of every sin




c. We have to understand what faith is





is only based on what God has clearly stated in the Bible





if not specifically stated, then we must have faith in God's 





character: good, wise, etc.



5. Helmet of salvation




leather cap covered with metal plates to protect his head [salvation is 



broad term: sometimes in the past at justification, sometimes the 



process of sanctification, sometimes future at glorification] here future - 



only other passage which deals with helmet of salvation is in I Thess 5 



and deals with the Hope of Salvation with is the future 



6. Sword of the Spirit




the only offensive weapon we have; a commentary on James 4 - resist 



the Devil and he will flee from you: this is how we repel him when he 



attacks




a. Sword -- the short sword or dagger used in close hand to hand 




combat to hit a weak spot in the armor of the enemy




b. Of the Spirit -- the origin of the sword: comes from the Spirit and will 




thus work




c. Is the Word of God -- rhema (67 x'sin NT) refers to an utterance or 




saying of Scripture, though not always; is then a reference to 




utterences or sayings within the Bible not the fullness of the 




Bible -- the particular dagger needed for the particular attack 




issued



**importance of prayer: that which energizes and makes effective the pieces of armor and the sword which we have already put on
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Anthropology

The Doctrine of Man

I. The Four states of Man


A. Before the  Fall, Adam had the ability to sin and the ability not to sin -- free will in its 


purest sense


B. Immediately after the fall -- Adam was not able not to sin -- could not break free from 

sin -- the condition into which all are born


C. At salvation -- is then able not to sin -- a saved person can sin but he doesn't have too 

-- the tyrany is broken


D. Glorified state of believer -- not able to sin

II. Original sin



2nd and 3rd states of man


A. Definition --



NOT a reference to the first original sin committed by Adam, but, rather, a 



condition which is passed on to all because of Adam's sin


B. Consequences (7)



1. Loss of freedom




never to be held again until the Kingdom 



2. Obstruction of knowledge




Noetic effects of sin -- dealing with the mind



3. Lose God's grace -- Romans 1




God has given up the human race to our sin



4. Loss of paradise




communion with God was broken, Adam and Eve kicked out of the 




Garden



5. Concupiscence -- a disposition for the sensuous



6. Physical death




dying you will die -- Hebrew idiom pointing out the certainty of what 



would happen



7. Hereditary guilt




disposition is inherited by all who are born -- we now sin because we 



want to sin


C. Imputation -- Romans 5:12-21 [key vs. 12]



all have sinned -- key phrase



1. Myth view




many people who do not believe in the validity of the early chapters of 




history -- they are a myth






proofs of the Historicity of Genesis




-- geneologies of Gen. 5 and I Chron 1 both include Adam [Luke 3 also 




in line with Jesus]




-- Jesus spoke of Adam and Eve as the first people to exist




-- Romans 5 and other passages base doctrine on the historicity of early 




Genesis



2. Pelagian view




a. Named after Pelagius [British 4th Century Monk -- known for intense 




debates with Augustine over the will]




b. There is not connection between Adams sin and us




c. We were born neutral and sinless just like Adam -- if we sin it is 




because we followed Adam's example not because we had too




d. Romans 5 -- the reason people die is because of a connection to 




Adam's sin




e. Wrote "The Letter to Demetrius" -- everybody sins because sin is so 




prevalent in the world



3. John Calvin




a. All sinned [Romans 5:12] -- everyone has inherited a sin nature from 




Adam, and that is the meaning of imputation



4. Augustinian [Real School; Seminal View; Mystical View]




a. Held by Edwards and most dispensationalists and most conservatives




b. Concerned with fairness -- how can God in fairness hold me 





accountable for what Adam did?




c. We were in some way actually sinning in Adam




d. Biblical support -- Hebrews 7 -- just as Levi paid tithes in Abraham, so 



we were in the loins of Adam and somehow sinned in him



5. Federal head




a. Adam was appointed by God to represen the human race




b. Taken from the way an ambassador represents a country




c.  According to Dr. Hullinger is correct




d. Main support: Romans 5 -- a clear dicotomy is formed between the 




one act of Adam and the one Act of Christ





just as the one act of Adam had an effect on the human race, so 




did the one act of Christ





vs. 15,16, 17,18, 19,  -- by one man sin came upon all




e. Major objections





1. Not fair that Adam represent us





2. 4 considerations






a. If  the Bible says something is true, it is irrevelent if I 






think it is fair






b. The idea of one person acting on the behalf of others 






is a very common theme in the OT -- Achan 






caused entire nation to lose at Ai; Lev. 7 






sacrifices specified to avoid sin on whole nation






c. We operate under this same principle in the West -- 






Declaration of Independence, Constitution 






d. Objecting to representation  because of unfairness 






takes away the basis of our salvation

III. Total Depravity -- Romans 3:9-12



[key vs. 9 -- all are under sin]



3 key elements of all under sin




1. Universality of the indigtment




2. Under --  accusative case [deals with extent, how far, how bad]  -- we 



are completely under the domination, bondage and rule of sin




3. Sin -- 12 different gk words translated sin


A. Definition



1. What is NOT meant




a. Utter depravity -- not as bad as I could be




b. Stripping them of their human dignity -- still have worth before God




c. Pagan people are incapable of performing good works



2. What is meant




a. Definition -- sin has afffected every part of our personality, our minds, 



our hearts, and our wills.




b. Moral nature [vs 10-- there is none righteous, no, not one]





-- we have no righteousness offered to God





-- all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags -- we have NO 





righteousness in us AT ALL





-- Rom 3:23 -- "come short" has idea of "lack" -- we all have 





sinned and lack the glory of God





-- human rightousness does have value in the human realm, but 





is NOT helpful in the spiritual realm to get us into 





heaven




c. The mind -- [Rom 3:11 -- there is none that understandeth]





-- the unregenerate mind cannot understand spiritual things





-- the unregenerate mind cannot understand that they have no 





righteousness




- Romans 3




- Eph 4: 17 - the vanity of the mind [futile, worthless, empty] 





-- vs. 18ff - Paul explains why that is true -- because their 





understanding is darkened [cannnot understand spiritual 




truth at all]





-- blindness [refers to something hard] used to talk of calusses, 





deposits of bone formed after a fracture which were 





harder than the original -- the human mind is hardended 




and cannot receive spiritual truth




- Romans 1: 24,26,28 - God gave them up [judicial abandonment]





-- no wrath view -- God is not mad at anyone





-- passive view -- God lets them go [God lets go of the boat]





-- active view -- God is actively giving them up [God pushes the 





boat] [Pharaoh]





-- 1st stage --to sexual impurity





-- 2nd stage -- to sexual perversion





-- 3rd stage -- to a reprobate mind [cannot even understand that 




we are in sin -- mind is darkened]




d. The will [vs. 11 - none that seeketh after God]





-- they don't seek God because they don't think they need Him





-- Pelagius vs Augustine [1st great debate on nature of the will]





-- Calvin vs Aminius and Luther vs Erasmus [2nd great debate]




e. Gone astray -- shun or avoid




f. Unprofitable -- worthless, not fitting the purpose for which it was 




made




g. None who does good -- 




h. Throat... Open sepluchre 




i. Violent actions




j. No fear of God

IV. Dead to sin -- Romans 6:1-10 [key is vs 2 -- dead to sin]


six views



1. Paul is teaching perfectionism -- we can become perfect



2. We are no longer responsive to sin -- based on analogy given by Paul



3. We ought to die sin, or should die to sin -- Paul is telling us to kill the old man 



[but, Paul uses a past tense verb -- already done!]



4. We are in the process of dying to sin -- again, already happened



5. In past our dying to sin means that we renounced sin -- Charles Hodge --



again, we cannot do it



6. We have died to the guilt of sin -- Robert Holding -- No


what does it mean?



1. Godet. Martin Lloyd Jones, etc



2. Romans 5 -- talking about two different realms [Adam -- death; Jesus -- life, 



peace, righteousness]



3. Born into the realm of Adam, at salvation removed and placed into the realm 



of Christ



4. Death canotes separation -- indicates that we have been separated from the 



realm of sin and death and judgment, and placed into the other

Three results of change of identity:

V. The killing of the old man


NOT the killing of the old nature -- he is what we were in Adam

VI. The destruction of the body of sin


is the purpose for which God killed the old man



1. Destroyed -- NOT to annihilate or pass out of existence, but, rather to 




something that has lost its grip, authority, or dominion



2. Body of sin




a. Not the old man




b. Human body is not sinful




c. body should be taken in natural sense -- nothing in context to indicate 



it is not our physical body




d. Is appropriat at this point to thing of our old nature, the flesh: sinful 




impulses




e. How does the flesh express itself: through the physical body



**. We have been taken out of the old realm so that the body of sin would not 



dominate us anymore



3. We are freed from sin




a. Not that we will never sin again




b. We have been put in a position where we don't have to sin
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Christology

The Doctrine of Christ

I. Proofs of Humanity


A. Human birth


B. Normal human development


C. Had elements of human nature: body, mind, emotions, will


D. Human names: Jesus, Son of David


E. Sinless infirmities of human nature: tired, hungry, thirsty


F. Called a man: called himself a man, John the Baptist did also

II. Deity of Christ proofs


A. Had perfections of God


B. He assumed prerogatives of God: forgave sins, etc.


C. Things said of Jehovah in OT are said of Christ in NT: John 12 -- speaks of vision Isaiah saw in chapter six is said to be Christ


D. Names of Deity: I AM, Son of God


E. Accepted worship


F. Conscious of being God and represented Himself as being such

III. Historical views of Christ's person

IV. An exposition of John 1:1-18 -- vs 1 "In the beginning was the Word and the Word was God."


A. Purpose



to demonstrate that Christ is the ultimate revealer of the Father


B. Meaning of "word"



1. logos -- roots back to OT

God often refered to himself as "memra" put emphasis on what the revelation said about God, not the revelation itself so much



2. is indicating that Jesus is the incarnate speach of God



3. is indicating that Jesus is the ultimate revelation of God



4. claims to tell us every thing that God is like


C. Qualifications



1. Eternal




"in the beginning was the word"




denied by cults because if not eternal then he is not God

Arius -- 3rd and 4th Centuries: did not deny the pre-existence of Christ, but still denied the eternality of Christ: he was at one point created, but that point was before the Creation




** Council of Nicea (325)

1. Arius -- Christ is not fully God: may be a great man, a divine being, but not fully God






heteroousios-- different essence





2. Athanasius -- Christ is fully God






homoousios -- same substance





3. Eusebius -- Christ is like God






homoiousios -- of like substance




a. In the beginning -- refers to the absolute beginning




b. Was -- imperfect tense: indicating continual existence in the past was 

one of being  God -- did not come into existence, but was continually existent



2. "with" God -- with signifies the word as a distinct person from the Father, also 

relays an intimate communion with the Father




A.T. Robertson -- "the Word was face to face with the Father"




was not eternally in his own little corner -- He was with the Father



3. "was God" -- if he is God too, then He knows what God is like

+brief rebuttal of Jehovah's Witnesses concerning the anarthrous construction of John 1:1

some say the lack of an article in John 1:1 means that the correct translation should say that the word was "a God" 




1. Charles T. Russel





born 1852 in Pittsburg in a religious home





disturbed by doctrine of deity of Christ





did not know Greek and Hebrew




2. New World Translation of Bible

-Published in 1950 -- translators have never been named, no credentials given





-lack of competency is obvious throughout





says that the translation "a God" is consistent with the rest of 

the teachings of the Bible




3. The function of the article in the NT

"the greatest gift bequethed by the Greeks to the New World" -- one of 7 words in Gk NT is an article




4. The utter inconsistency of their translation -- in their own Bible





God has article -- should be capital "g" because is God





god does not have article -- lower case "g" because not God





vs 12,13, 28  etc -- they capitalize God and there is no article





God -- 282 times without article: only 16 times translated with a 

small "g" = consistent only 6% of the time

5. Why is article omitted? -- when an article is omitted it indicates quality: has essence, qualities and is God




V. Exposition of Phil. 2:6-11


takes us through every phase of Christ's existence in the economic trinity


A. Vs 6 -- the preincarnate state of Christ



1. Was in the form of God

-- refers to what is essential or intrinsic to a thing: He possessed deity -- the same nature as God



2. Was being in the form of God 




-- the form of God was his continued permenate existence



3. Thougth it not robbery to be in the form of God




-- robbery: to seize, grab or take




-- chose voluntarily to part with the prerogatives and rights of deity


B. The incarnate state -- vs 7



+nine observations about the incarnation (Not from vs 7)



1. Incarnation and virgin birth are inseparably connected



2. Not talking about a dual parenthood of Jesus -- Joseph was NOT His father



3. Does not involve transubstantiation -- his deity was not changed into humanity



4. NOT a theophany



5. DID NOT cause Mary to become the Mother of God -- mothered his humanity 

not His deity



6. H.S. Did not become God's father



7. Does not involve the imaculate conception of Mary -- Mary was not born free 

from sin: called Jesus "my savior"



8.  Christ received a normal human nature which developed just like any one 

else



9. Christ became a theanthropic person -- one person with a human nature and 

a divine nature, which did not merge leaving us with a divine man or a human God
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--Christ literally emptied Himself of something, the great knosis passage: the question then becomes - what did He empty himself of?



- emptied Himself of self.  He emptied himself of all the prerogatives of God.  

Found in the context of the passage which is dealling with the Philippians being more conscious of others than themselves

-- Christ did not exchange his deity for the form of a servant, rather that He took on and added the form of a servant to his deity

hypostatic union -- perfect humanity and perfect deity added together in one person without mixing them


C. The Humiliation -- vs 8



1. "being found in fashion as a man" -- indicates how people viewed him




"appearance" -- outward appearance



2. Came as a poor man -- was not born to well to do parents



3. Became obedient unto death -- indicates the lengths to which He would go to 

be humiliated for our salvation

He is no better for regaining us, but was willing to go to this extent for us



4. "even the death of the cross" -- the most humiliating of deaths


D. His Exaltation -- vs 9-11

VI. The Death of Christ


A. False views


The Doctrine of the Atonement

+Interpretations of the Atonement


1. Classic / Ransom theory



a. Dominant view of church for 1000 yrs



b. Christ's death was victory / ransom over devil



c. Was a ransom paid to the devil for the release of the souls of man



d. Christ did battle with the devil and won the souls of man



e. Origin, Iraneous, 


2. Satisfaction/ Juridicial Theory



a. Anselm



b. Also known as Latin view, full developement during Middle Ages



c. Key issue in atonement is satisfying God's wounded honor


3. Exemplarism / Moral influence view



a. Peter Abelard, and many liberals



b. Christ's death is meant to have an effect on the sinner's heart



c. There are no obstacles as far as God is concerned, Christ's death will melt the 

stony hearts of proud humanity and will cause them to follow God


4. Governmental/ rectoral view



a. Remonstranants



b. Arminians, Grotius -- Christ's death did not make full payment to God, was a 

token payment



c. the sufferings of Christ on the cross showed God's attitude toward sin, and 

now leaves God free to forgive people


5. Universal reconciliation theory



a. Argued by Karl Barth



b. Christ's death did not in any way satisfy God's wrath, but rather, it reconciled 

the entire world to God -- led to universalism


B. Penal substitution



a. Biblical view



b. Penal indicates that sin is a violation of God's law and demands death



c. Substitution -- Christ did not merely die on our behalf, He died in our place - 

was our subsitute




bore the punishment of all the sin of all men at one time

Definitions


1. Ransom -- deals with the price which was paid


2. Redemption -- denotes release through a payment


3. Propitiation -- denotes the appeasing of the divine wrath through sacrifice


4. Expiation -- denotes the removal of sin


5. Reconciliation -- denotes the change in enmity between God and the sinner


6. Cosmic victory -- Christ's death disarmed hostile powers

7. Moral example -- Christ's cross is an example of Christian conduct [Phil 2; take

 up your cross]

VII. The Ascention -- Acts 1:9-11


A. Marks the end of Christ's earthly ministry


B. Marks the beginning of Christ's Priestly ministry


C. Was necessary for the coming of the H.S.


D. Marked the beginning of the ministry of the Church


E. Marked the  restoration of the fellowship of the Trinity


F. First time a glorified man had ever been in the presence of God


G. Gives us insight into the secong coming


H. Acts passage becomes a strong argument against preterism -- all prophesy was fulfilled in 70 AD, the second coming of Christ came at the destruction of Jerusalem

IX. The present session -- Heb. 7:24-25


-- Christ's priesthood is eternal


A. Mary is interceding for us to Christ -- Maryology [theotokis -- the bearer of God]



1. Mary was born without sin



2. Mary remained sinless and ascended just like Christ did



3. Prays to her son for the mercy on the sinner


B. The doctrine of perpetual offering



1. Christ in his present session continues to offer his blood as an offering, as an 

atonement to the Father



2. Goes against the sufficiency of the cross


C. Christ is pleading with God to view us with favor


D. Christ's intercession is entirely passive



-- His intercession equals his presence [Hebrews says He is active]


E. Lutheran view 



1. Christ's intercession is literal and vocal



2. Quotes several passages where Christ literally prayed for his followers


F. Correct view



1. Intercession -- means to gain and audience with, converse with, to petition, 

appeal



  
-- Christ is active



2. Distiction between propitiation and intercession




-- propitiation = appeasement of divine wrath




-- Christ was propitiated at the cross




-- must not confuse



3. The intercession is real



4. John 17, and when Christ told Peter he prayed for him are similar to what He 

is doing now for us



5. Christ intercession deals with our final salvation




-- spoken of in Heb 7: a reference to our glorification



6. His intercession also includes a daily provision of help [Heb 4 -- coming boldly 



to throne of grace to find mercy and help in time of need]



7. The continual application of His cross-work




-- not offering his blood again, rather continually offering to us the 

benefits of His blood

Soteriology

The Doctrine of Salvation

+introduction / man's need


* the Bible is a book about Salvation


* in OT, Hebrew root for salvation means to be broad or spacious-- indicates our 

freedom from confinement and limitations so we can be what God wants us to be


* in NT, salvation occurs 100 times and is used to mean 



1. Negative: from sin, pain suffering and problems



2. Positive: the bestowal of temporal and eternal benefits based on the work of 

Christ

+ interpretations of salvation


1. Roman Catholic



* saving grace is mediated throught the sacriments by the Church



* baptism remits original sin and enfuses justifying grace



* salvation is synergistic -- the sinner cooperating with enfused grace


2. Liberalism



* denies supernatural, the fall of man, the substition of Christ



* mans is inherently noble and is in the process of becoming evolutionarily better


3. Christian existentialism



* salvation is a radical committment to God, throught this one realizes his full 

potential


4. Liberation theology



* contextualizes salvation for differing societies



* all people are in Christ but have faced society problems



* salvation is the overthrow of corrupting society


5. Barthian Neo-Orthodoxy



*salvation is decisively achieved for everyone at the cross, men do nothing


6. Evangelical Arminians



* it is God's will to save everyone



* from the cross flows universal proveniant grace -- through this the effects of 

the fall are virtually erased giving us the ability to accept or reject the Gospel at its presentation



* some would argue that salvation can be lost if we do not cooperate with 

proveniant grace


7. Other evangelicals



* man is dead in his sins and cannot respond to the Gospel



* the individual receives special illumination for the HS and in responding is then 

saved



* Reformed Theologians fall here

I. Justification


A. Historical background



1. The apostles are clear that  salvation is received through faith alone



2. During the first few centuries, sacramentalism began to creep in -- saving 

grace is mediated through the sacraments




a. Hermas




b. Ignatius




c. Usually baptism and communion



3. By 4th century and Constantine, the sacriments would mediate saving grace, 

and only throught the true church



4. By 1439 there developed a system of 7 sacraments



5. The power became known as Sacra- Dodalism: the power of the priest to 

mediate grace



6. Penence came from this



7. Indulgence




two types of sins




a. Venial -- less serious -- would be paid for in pergitory




b. Mortal -- could kill saving grace if not paid for




c. Plenary indulgence could wipe away all temporal payment in pergitory

Nov. 4, 2003


8. Martin Luther




a. Was terrified of facing the judgment of God




b. Joined the monastary not to become a monk, but to save his own soul




c. Realized that God does not make exceptions to his law



The formal cause for the Reformation was sola scriptura -- the rights of the 

church to add to the scriptures their traditions


The material cause was how a person was made right with God -- main point of  

debate



The council of Trent




a. Anathemetized all the Reformers




b. Pronounced that all of them should be executed


B. Four distinctions between the  Catholic and Biblical views



1. Instantaneous verses gradual -- Bible teaches instantaneous



2. Declared righteous verses made righteous -- Biblical teaches declaration of 

righteousness



3. Imputed righteousness verses infused -- Biblican teaches imputed, Catholic 

teaches infused to our hearts at Baptism



4. Receptions of God's grace -- Bible teaches through faith alone, Rome teaches 

through the sacraments

[R.C. Sprole -- Getting the Gospel right]


C. The current climate



1. 1987 -- salvation and the church [by Anglican Roman Catholic Commission]



2. The gift of  salvation -- evangelicals and Catholics

[Justification -- by James Buchanan (the classic work on justification)]


D. The systemic nature of justification


E. The plea

let's begin preaching and teaching and sharing the Gospel in terms of justification.  Too many times the Gospel is presented in terms and concepts which do not accurately portray the it.


F. The meaning of justification



1. NOT: "just as if i'd never sinned"




a. Implies that God may have overlooked my sin




b. Cuts the doctrine in half



2. IS: "to declare righteous"




-- not only does it wipe out the sin side of our ledgers, it also imputes 

the righteousness of Christ's active obedience to the credit side of the ledger



3. Key passage: Phil. 3:9


G. The role of faith



[1-3 constitute the definition of saving faith]



1. The faith of justification involves intellectual content.



2. Involves emotional assent



3. Involves the will




must be a choice, a conscious reliance of the sinner on Christ



4. Is the channel of justification -- [Rom 3:22; Eph 2:8]



5. Justifiying faith operates alone -- the Catholic church requires baptism and 

penance



6. The strength of one's faith is irrelevant when it comes to justification

II. Repentence


in English can mean 1)a change of behavior or conduct, or 2) a conceptual change or 

idea


Biblically it means "a change of outlook" comes from root word "to reconsider"


Repentence is a part of the act of believing, and is not separated from faith

III. Grace


A. Saving grace is not common grace -- those things which God has given us to make 

our lives easier and more enjoyable


B. Saving grace operates alone



There is nothing in us that merits God's grace -- he saves us in spite of who we 

are, not because of who we are


C. Saving grace is an abounding grace -- Rom 5:20



"where sin did abound, grace did much more abound"



literally "grace did super abound in a great way"



sin is like a trickling faucet, grace is like a raging flood


D. Grace is not witheld because of sin


E. Grace does not incure a debt before God -- if there was something we could have 

given God, grace would not be necessary

IV. Forgiveness


A. Means to remit or to send away


B. Two aspects



1. Salvific



2. Relational

V. Redemption


A. Refers to freedom or liberation by the payment of a price


B. There is bondage present which is changed to freedom when the price is paid


C. In classical Greek -- referred to a loosing of armor


D. Three words used



1. Agora -- a marketplace, Agoradzo is verb used



2. Exagoradzo -- to buy something out of -- to buy out of bondage



3. Luo -- to loose, pay a ransom [I Peter 1: 18-19]

VI. Propitiation


A. The Cross of Christ -- John Staught


B. Problem addressed -- the fact that God cannot just choose to forgive us. There is a 

problem with His justice, wrath, and holiness which will not allow it


C. Two major features



1. God is intensly angry because of our sin



2. God's wrath and anger has been appeased through sacrifice


[not to be substituted with expiation -- a synonym for forgiveness]

VII. Adoption


A. NOT...



1. The universal fatherhood of God



*Every religion is a avenue to God, and all will be saved eventually



2. That we become gods -- we will not become sons of God in the same sense 

Jesus is


B. IS...




1. The legal action of God in which He brings and individual into His family with 

all the rights and privileges of an adult son.


The Doctrine of Regeneration

Two types of life


1. Bio -- physical


2. Zoa -- spiritual

Interpretation 


1. Self-actualized



a. Held by liberal theologians and Pelagians



b. People are born into the world with a divine principle in them, this deals with 

the process of ethical developement


2. Baptismal regeneration



a. Held by Roman Catholics and some Lutherans



b. God gives regeneration via water baptism, original sin is cleansed, grace is 

infused


3. Presumptive/ Promissory



a. Held by many covenant reformed theologians



b. Not to be confused with view 2



c. Can take two angles




1. Presumptive -- infants of believing parents are baptized because they 

possess the seeds of regeneration.




2. Promissory -- baptism promises future regeneration


4.  Synergistic



a. Held by many Arminian theologians



b. Is the result of God working and man working -- God regenerates when a 

person believes from a free act of their will


5. God's work as a result of faith
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Regeneration: the instantaneous work of God, whereby He gives spiritual life to the one who believes, thus restoring the person's relational capacities to know love and serve God

the word regeneration only occurs in Matt 19:28 and Titus 3:5, but the new birth [2 Cor 5:17; Gal 6:15], resurrection [Eph 2:1,5], washing [Eph 5:26], and spiritual birth [John 1:13; 3:3] are all mentioned

Three differences between regeneration and conversion

1. Conversion is synergistic, regeneration is monergistic -- conversion is an act performed by God 

and man, regeneration is done by God alone

2. Conversion is a conscious act, regeneration is an unconscious transformation.

3. Conversion normally occurs over a period of time, regeneration is instantaneous

IX. Mercy


A. Meaning of Mercy



1. Definition: 




a. Pink, "the ready inclination of God to relieve the misery of fallen 

creatures"




b. Tozer, "an infinite, and inexhaustible energy within the divine nature 

which disposes God to be actively compassionate"




c. Hullinger, "the divine response to misery"



2. Three aspects to mercy




a. There must be misery or despair -- mercy would not then be 

necessary




b. There must be someone who is qualified to relieve our misery [Luke 

10 -- Good Samaritan]




c. There must be an act to relieve the misery -- it is not a wave of 

sentiment or emotion


B. Mercy is sovereign



- God is not obligated to be merciful



- God does not have to show mercy, and He can cut it off if He chooses to do so



- illustrations of God's control of His mercy




1. At the Great White Throne judgment God will not show His mercy 

even as He is damning souls to Hell




2. He was not merciful to the fallen angels, yet He chose to be merciful 

to fallen man

X. Sanctification - Phil 2:12-13

How do we become better? We know that the desired goal is to be as good as we could be, and desire to be perfect as Christ was, which is supposed to be our ultimate goal in sanctification.


A. Interpretations of Sanctification



1. Sanctification is self- reformation




-  Pelagian theologians and Liberal theologians



2. Is a sacramental process




- Roman Catholicism



3. Entire sanctification via a second blessing




- Weslyans and Holiness tradition




- initial sanctification at salvation, which is perfected through a second 

blessing or a second work of grace. Normally associated with the baptism IN the Holy Spirit




- also sometimes states: after this blessing, we can live without any 

willfull sin



4. Holy Spirit Baptism




- Pentacostles




- there are three instantaneous works: regeneration, sactifying work in 

which some say the idamnic nature is erradicated, and an empowering work of the baptism usually associated with tongues



5. An act of surrender




- Keswick movement, victorious life or higher life movement




- FB Meyer, J. McWilkin




- three stages of sanctification





1. Positional





2. Experiential - comes through and act of surrender





3. Final sanctification




- one is saved by faith, and by a similar act of faith one is sanctified



6. Gradual process




- a process which is effected by both us and the Holy Spirit




- there are two inclination in the believer: a principle of sin [Rom 6] and 

a new life of regeneration, and in a lifelong process, we are cooperating with the Holy Spirit in the sanctification process


B. Exposition



1. Meaning of term: hagiasmas - "holiness, consecration, sanctification"




- primary sense of  word refers to that which is set apart: God is the 

epitome of being set apart from sin



2. Seven principles




a. We are responsible, we have an active role




b. The Christian life can be a struggle




c. The Christian life is continual activity 




d. We have to take in to account the ever presence and the power of sin




e. We have to master the truth of mortification -- mentioned by Paul in 

Colossians 3:5 and Romans 8:14: has to do with the Christians relationship to sin





- is the draining of the life blood of sin





- two means of mortification: 1) don't feed sin, and 2) restrain 

sin -- we cannot always avoid it, so we must immediately cut them off before they gain strength




f. We need to learn the art of vivification - bringing grace to life

Pneumatology

I. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit


baptism -- comes from bapto "to dip" or "to immerse"



   -- the primary sense of the term though has to do with the change of identity 

or identification



*used in the fuller's trade to indicate a piece of fabric which has been died to a 

different color


A. Definition: the non-experiential, unrepeated work of the Holy Spirit at regeneration in 

all believers which identifies them with Christ and with each other


B. Is non-experiential in the sense that it is not accompanied by emotion - is a positional 

truth


C. Is unrepeatable - happens once at regeneration


D. Is true of every Christian - I Cor 12:13, "you have all been baptized into Christ"  

[some of the most pitiful Christians of that day]


E. Identifies the person with the body of Christ


F. Is one of the works of the Holy Spirit 


G. In the OT there is no Spirit baptism. In the Gospels Spirit baptism is predicted [Matt 

3:11; Mk 1:8; Lk 3:16; Jn 1:33; Acts 1:5; Jn 7]. In Acts the historic fulfillment to the Gospel prophesies is recorded. In the Epistles we have the doctrinal explanation of Spirit baptism [Rom 6; I Cor 12].


H. It is better to speak of baptism by the Spirit rather than baptism in the Spirit - 

Pentecostals and others of a similar persuation will acknowledge the baptism by the Spirit, but will insist on a second instance where we are baptized in the  Spirit [indicating a special sphere of power and feeling and experience]



- in the NT the preposition is always the same, there is no distinction of by, in, or 

of the Spirit -- it is therefore best to remain consistent


I. It is best to distinguish between the baptism and the other works of the Spirit


J. Nobody in the Bible is ever commanded to be baptized in the Holy Spirit

II. The Filling of the Spirit


A. Negatives



1. Must not confuse the filling with the baptism -- done by Torrey and others




six distiction between the two





1. Baptism occurs once, filling can be repeated





2. Baptism is non experiential, filling is an experience which can 

be demonstrated objectively





3. Nobody is commanded to by baptized by the Spirit, but we 

are commanded to be filled





4. The baptism is true of all Christians, the filling is not





5. The results are different: baptism results in identification





6. The conditions are different: baptism is by faith, filling is not a 

faith issue



2. Not to be confused with the indwelling of the Spirit



3. Not the sealing of the Spirit



4. Not the witness of the Spirit


B. The meaning developed



1. We have to recognize the three categories of filling in the Bible




a. An endowment for a particular office or ministry - John the Baptist, 

Saul by Ananias, the descent of the Spirit at Christ's baptism




b. When a person is temporarily equipped with unusual power at a 

specific moment - used frequently in Acts [ch 4 - Peter, church; ch 7:55 - Stephen; ch 13 - Paul and the sorcerer].
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c. Refers to a person who is mature and godly, a person who, through 

the enabling of the HS, is living in obedience to the Word of God and producing the fruit of the Spirit [Eph 5:18].





1. Acts 11 - Barnabas --"righteous man full of the Spirit"





2. Central passage: Eph 5:18






tense of "fill" in Eph 5:18 refers to its present relation to 





time -- something that should be characteristic of the 





believer





3. Voice of fill in Eph 5:18 --[refers to how the subject is related 





to the action] passive voice = subject is recipient of the 





action





4. Mood of "fill" in Eph 5:18 --[has to do with potential of 





something being done or not being done] imperitive = 





we are told or commanded to do





How can there be a passive voice and an imperitive mood? The 





filling of the Spirit is dependent on God and man = we 





must read, pray, and obey.  God is working in us to will 





and to do of His good pleasure.





5. The word filled -- many interpret "control"; not a good 





interpretation though it is linguistically possible.  It 





suggests too passive of an idea.  A better way of looking 




at it is "having the idea of something that permeates us, 




or a sphere of influence in which we place ourselves."





6. People today who are 100 % sincere are looking for the place 





where the Holy Spirit works -- the realm where we find 





the HS, where He works, where we can come under His 





powerful influence is the Word of God [compare Col 





3:15-16 (active side)(how) with Eph 5:18-19 (passive 





part)(what God will do)]

Consequences / Results of being Spirit filled.

1. Edification -- speak to yourselves (speak to one another: to others in the church)

2. Worship -- sing and make melody in our heart to the Lord

3. Thankfulness -- for all things

4. Submission -- submit yourselves one to another

Note: none deal with tongues, etc.  All deal with other people

III. Sealing 


the are two major issues:



1. When does it occur?




a. Moment of salvation?




b. Some point subsequent to salvation?




Eph 1:18 -- moment of salvation is best interpretation



2. What is it?




a. Many variety of uses of word seal




b. General agreement of three major ideas of the sealing of the Spirit





1. Authenticated something -- made it legitimate (I Cor 9)





2. Show ownership -- brands on slaves





3. Denotes protection -- security (144,000 sealed during 






Tribulation)




c. God gives us the HS, authenticating us as His children, and is His seal 




of protection

IV. Witness 


Has to do with assurance and the perception of something.


How does the Spirit bear witness to our salvation?


difference between security and assurance: security is from God's viewpoint, assurance is 

from ours.


Two ways looking at it...



1. Direct and immediate



2. Indirect and mediated -- the one often talked of by people, inductive, 



-- mediate and direct comes directly from HS, and is not rational.  It is something 


that we feel.


Definition: is an inner consciousness, a God-given conviction, a feeling, a sense, an 


experience given to us directly by the HS that we are a beloved child of God. 


Passages:



1. Eph. 3:13-21 -- 




a. Paul offers a prayer for the Ephesians




b. Would be granted according to the riches in glory to be strengthened 




in the inner man by the Spirit




c. That Christ may dwell in your hearts -- be at home with all grace




d. Ephesians were saved already




e. Prayed for an added experience



2. Romans 5:5 -- 




a. Hope maketh not ashamed because . . . 




b. The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the HS which is given 




unto us.





-- God's love for us, not our love for God





-- shed abroad: something that is profuse and extravagant




-- in our hearts: refers to something that is in the depths of our 





being, permeates us



3. Romans 8:16 --




a. Spirit beareth witness that we are God's children




b. The spirit comes along side my spirit and bears his witness to my 




testimony




c. Sometimes comes when we are alone reading the Bible




d. Sometimes we are not  even reading the Bible




e. Sometimes during a service, or communion service


Directions. . . 



1. Not something that will come until we are mature in the Christian life -- make 



sure you are growing and maturing



2. Must spend some meaningful time in God's presence -- a continual 




consciousness of God's presence



3. Realize our greatest enemy is not the gross sins, but the trivialities of life.

V. Intercession


Central passage: Romans 8:26-27


A. Helpeth -- refers to someone who comes along side another and helps carry their load


B. Infirmities -- has to do with our weaknesses: not referring to sin, rather to our fallen 


condition


C. Prayer -- where we need help, not telling us how to pray, rather, for what to pray


D. Will pray for us -- during times when we do not know what to pray [debated 



greatly][very interpretive]


E. Effective -- always!

Other things to look at . . .


1. Procession of HS -- deals with function withing the Trinity


2. HS relationship concerning interpreting the Bible - not cognitive, but perceptive


3. The sin unto death - specific sin against the HS


4. Spiritual gifts -- defining them


5. Blasphemy of the HS - cannot be committed today, was a national sin, not personal, 


could only be committed by 1st century Israel

Ecclesiology

Doctrine of the Church

1. The biggest problem faced by the church is the church -- need to define what the church is 
and what it should be doing.

2. The offices of the church -- what are they: pastor/bishop/elder (elder is most common for this 
office), deacon, deaconess (helper of the deacons)

3. Ordinances -- particularly the Lord's Supper: what are we doing? Remembering Christ's death 
and receiving spiritual grace (not salvation, but wine and bread are spiritual sustinence to 
us.  Gives us strength spiritually to take communion)
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Eschatology

Doctrine of the End Times

I. General approaches


Must determine how to view Israel.


A. Postmillenialism



1. Marcus Kik, Boettmer, Murray, Rushdoony, Charles Hodge, Shed, John Murray



2. Basic tenants




a. Fulfillment of OT prophesies of a glorious age will come as a result of 




the preaching of the Gospel.




b. Do not believe they will be filled by Israel during a literal kingdom




c. "millennium" is not a literal thousand years, but began with Christ and 



ends with the Church dispensation




d. World will be Christianized through the preaching of the Gospel, then. 



e. A long period of peace, then . . .




f. Then Christ will return.



3. View of Israel: was chosen by God, but was cast off at some point [most likely 


at the rejection of the Messiah]  during OT, church and Israel were the 



same: then a state, now more universal. Reduce Abrahamic covenant to 



only Justification by faith.


B. Amillennialism



1. William Cox, Anthony Hoekema, Oswald Allis, Berkhof, William Hendrickson



2. Basic tenants. . .




a. Do not deny a millennium, do not define it as a premillennialist would




b. Either identify millennium with reign of Christ in hearts of believers, or 



his reign from heaven




c. Satan was bound at first advent




d. Kingdom is spiritual not earthly




e. Claim dispensationalists base entire scheme on Revelation 20:1-10



3. Believe about Israel . . .




a. Church has always existed: some trace to Adam, others to Abraham




b. Israel was a type of the church we have today




c. All unfulfilled promises of OT fulfilled in church today




d. Israel is now redefined as "the elect"




e. Some say parts of the law are to be followed today: moral law today, 




civil not


C. Covenant Premillennialism [Historic Premillennialism]



1. George Ladd, Millard Erickson, William Lasore



2. Basic tenants . . .




a. Christ will return at Second Advent, then




b. Will set up his kingdom on earth




c. Rev. 20 is only place which teaches a literal millennium



3. Believe about Israel . . .




a. Not distict from church




b. At Christ's first coming, did not offer a literal kingdom to Isael, but a 




spiritual one


D. Dispensationalists



1. Clarence Mason, Lewis Chafer, Charles Ryrie, Eric Sauer, Dwight Pentecost, 



Hermon Hoyt, Alva McClain



2. Basic tenents . . .




a. How God administrates the world




b. God does things differently in different time periods




c. Every dispensation is based on new revelation, a test of that 





revelation, and a reward/punishment




d. Essence: the distinction between Israel and the Church, based on OT 




covenants



3. About Israel . . .




a. The basis is the Abrahamic covenant [Gen. 12,15,17]




b. God made a series of promises to Abraham which were unconditional: 



does not mean there were no conditions and obligations 





attached, but, rather, God has obligated Himself to see that the 




promises are fulfilled.  God will make sure the conditions are 




met.





1. Land - gives the boundaries [Deut. 30:1-5] Palestinian Cov.





2. Seed - decendents [II Sam 7:12-17] Davidic Cov.





3. Universal - [Jer 31:31-34; Ez. 35,36] New Cov.





4. Conditions spelled out in Mosaic Law [Deut. 28-30]




c. Israel is now in a state of spiritual blindness [climax Matt. 12 with 




unpardonable sin]

Timeline of things to come . . .

1. Church age [because of Israel's rejection of Messiah]

2. Rapture of church [does not begin 


Tribulation - approx 30 day gap in time until Antichrist's covenant with Israel which 
brings on the Tribulation]

3. Tribulation - Daniel's 70th week, [7 years: divided into two halves] 


a. First seal inaugerates the period [revelation of Antichrist]


b. Seals two - seven begin around the middle of tribulation.



- seal two = war and will bring the wrath of the Antichrist on Israel


c. Trumpet judgments in second half - will last entire second half of period


d. Sign of Son of Man - spoken of by Christ in Olivet Discourse: start of the second 


coming.



- lasts 45 days

4. Sheep and goat judgments: determines who enters the kingdom

5. Millenium - church will reign with Christ, and Christians will be reigning based on how lived life


a. Sacrifices offered again [Ez. 40-48]


b. Satan is bound


c. Christ will sit on the throne of David


d. Sacrifices are used to purify things 


e. Curse is lifted

6. Satan is loosed - mounts a large rebellion, which is crushed immediately

7. The second resurrection - unto death [Great White Throne]

8. Eternal state - first time the righteous are not exposed to the wicked

II. Rapture


A. Definition: that future event when God will irresistable remove the church from this 


world


B. Views



1. No Rapture view




a. We are looking for the second coming of Christ, the eternal judgment, 



and the eternal state.




b. Michael Horton



2. Partial rapture view




a. Not when it will happen, but who will be involved.




b. Only those living for the Lord will be taken, the rest will be left.



3. Midtribulation view




a. Will happen in the middle of the tribulation




b. Approx. 3 1/2 years in



4. Posttribulationism




a. Rapture and second coming are close facets of same event




b. Church will go through the tribulation




c. Some say protected, others say not



5. Pre-wrath view




a. 1990 - The Pre-Wrath Rapture of the Church by Rosenthal




b. 1992 - The Sign - Robert Van Kampton




c. Three sections to the tribulation





1. First section lasts 3 1/2 years and includes seals 1-4





2. Second division is from the middle to the middle of the second 




3 1/2 years, begins with the fifth seal and ends with 





sixth seal.





- now rapture occurs





3. Third division begins with breaking of seventh seal, defined as 




the day of the Lord





- first two division are man's wrath, third is God's wrath



6. Pretribulaion view




a. Entire church is removed before the tribulation begins




b. Biblical


C. Supports for the Pretrib. View



1. The Bible presents a distiction between the rapture and the second coming



2. The doctrine of the imminency of the return of Christ - refers to an event 



which is always hanging over head [could take place at any moment]




a. For the rapture to be imminent, it could happen at any time: He could 




come today




b. Does not mean soon




c. Necessarily implies a sign-less event




d. Means that the second coming is NOT imminent, because it is 





preceded by signs




e. The apostles were not looking for signs, fulfilled prophesies, or they 




would have given some instruction on how to go through 




tribulation [I Thess 1:10; Phil 3:20; Titus 2]



3. I Thess 1:10 - we are waiting for His Son, and that we are delivered from the 




wrath to come



4. Rev. 3:10 - we are kept from the hour - the Tribulation



5. The church is not mentioned in Rev 6-19



6. If Posttribulationism is true, there is a log jam at the second coming: church is 


taken out, but the passages on rewards deal with the position of the 



saints in the millennial kingdom, and there is no time for the Bema Seat 



of Christ before the church returns



7. If Posttribulationism is correct, there is no one to populate the kingdom




a. At rapture, every believer is taken out of the world. Means there are 




no believers on the earth




b. The Bible indicates that no unbeliever will enter the kingdom [Matt 25; 



II Thess 1; John 3]




c. The Bible indicates that people will be born and some will reject the Messiah's rule - if church is removed at end of Trib, and all unsaved are judged, who will populate the kingdom?





- pretrib. Understands that those new believers who are saved 




during the trib will allowed to enter the kingdom in their physical 



bodies, and will be passing on sin nature to their children.


D. Objections to the pretrib. View



1. The word "rapture" is not in the Bible - but the teaching is



2. Pretribulationism is a Satan deception, or is a view introduced by heretics: a 



classic ad hominem argument - guilt by association



3. It is a recent doctrinal development - not found before the 1800's




a. Hermas - Apostolic father, The Shepherd, which was widely included 




amongst the Scripture until 3rd Century: angel says that he had 




escaped from the Great Tribulation




b. Iranaeus - 2nd Century - Against Heresies: the church shall be caught 




up, and there shall be intense tribulation




c. Ephraim the Syrian - 4th Century Byzantine Theologian: [373] all the 




saints are gathered and taken to the Lord before the tribulation




d. History of Brother Delchino - [1316: Bib.Sac. 635, beginning on page 




39]




- history of doctrine always arose out of a need for a statement due to 




controversy




- doctrines developed in logical order of dependence [James Orr, The 




Progress of Dogma; J.N.D. Kelly, The History of Doctrine]



3. The last trump [brought by posttrib camp] - I Thess 4 and I Cor 15 describe 



the same event. They say the last trump refers to the last trumpet 



judgment.




a. When Paul talks about the last trump in I Cor 15, he could be talking 




about the last trump of this dispensation




b. Trumpet terminology is to be linked with ancient war trumpets - this is 



a war trumpet [Liddell and Scott, Finley, Theological Dictionary 




of the New Testament all agree][ c.f I Cor 14:8] - the last 




trumpet was used to call out of battle to camp - our battle is 




over, and we are summoned to our rest.


E. Observations from I Thess 4


E. A Suggested correction of those who hold the pretrib view



1. Has been abused



2. General reason to correct: it will lead to an improper method of interpretation



3. Specific reason: much of what people impose on the church has no basis, and 



has been proven wrong, it gives the church a bad name.  We totally lose 


our credibility



4. Lets keep the future in the future - 4 views of timeframes of eschatology




a. Preterism - see most prophesy as being  fulfilled in 70 AD




b. Historic view - prophesy is being fulfilled in the incidents of life




c. Allogorical / spiritual view - prophesy is fulfilled in the cosmic struggle 




between good and evil




d. Futurist view - remaining prophesy to be fulfilled in the future from 




our viewpoint



5. Date setting is precluded by futurism - some claim to know the most minute 



details, but ignore Christ's claim that no man would no the day nor the 



hour



6. Beware of stage setting - most people in our circles have abandoned date 



setting, but will say the stage is set.
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- Last Days in Scripture is refering to Israel




- end times refers to time between the first coming of Christ and the 




second coming




- two arguments as to why people believe the rapture is soon





1. Natural events - earthquakes, an natural disasters [there are 





less today than in times past]





2. The moral decline of society - society is in a horrible condition, 




yet there has not been an era in world history which was 




better than our era [the Flood times - every imagination 





was only evil continually]

III. The Judgment seat


A. Has to go back to the concept of inheritence in the OT



1. One inheritence which every true believer received: had God as their 




inheritence, and would be in His presence one day



2. The other had to do with the enjoyment of the promises to the nation of 



Israel: had to be earned by obedience, and was forfeited by 




disobedience.


B. There are also two types in the NT



1. Every believer gets some certain blessings [Rom 8:17a; I Peter 1:4, Eph 1:18] 


- salvation and the blessings of it



2. Second type which the believer must earn, or he won't get it, and which can 



be forfeited through disobedienc [Col 3:24; Heb. 6:12; Gal 5:21; I Cor 



6:9; Rev 2:26; II Tim 2:12; II Peter 1:10-11; I Cor 3:15] - rewards



Hebrews 6:12 - 




- telling the Hebrew christians that they must go forward or they will lose 



the inheritence



Galatians 5:21




- the entire passage is written to Christians: if do those things they will 




have an inheritence, if they don't they will not


C. The judgment seat itself



1. In Gk culture, both rewards and punishment were given out at the Bema



2. Historical background




a. The athletic games in first century is the background 





1. Very important in that culture - more so even than today 





maybe





2. Specific allusions





3. Serious nature - to lose was a disgrace [you MUST win]





4. The crown - different Gk words in NT: stephanos is key [18 





times in NT], when referred to in the context of reward - 




always used in reference to a game





5. The herald





6. The disqualification [II Tim 2:5; I Cor 9:27 - key passages]: 





the basis of disqualifiacation is playing according to the 





rules [ancient athletes had to train according to the 





rules, and the rules of his event]



3. the basis of judgment




a. God will judge us on our deeds [ I Cor 3:13; II Cor 5:10; Rev 2:23; II 




Tim 2:5]




b. God will judge our motives [I Cor 4:5; Matt 6:1-4; Col 3:22-25; I Cor 




10:1]




c. God will judge faithfulness 



4. Positive reward




a. The over comer passages in Rev 2-3





1. Some say is a reference to every Christian





2. Some say is a reference to a special class of Christian




b. The proofs





1. Seven letters were written because they were not overcoming




c. The prizes





1. Right to eat of the tree of life - primarily quality of life in 





Johannine thought





2. Not hurt of the second death - example of litotes [positive 





assertion is made by negating the opposite]





3. Reigning with Christ





4. Fixed proximity to the presence of God




d. Praise and honor





1. Verbal praise from Christ





2. II Peter 1:10-11; Matt 10




e. Crowns





1. Rejoicing





2. Glory





3. Righteousness





4. Life





5. Mastery



6. Negative




a. for the Christian, there is no possibility of condemnation




b. I Cor 5:10-11




c. Col  3:22-24

IV. The judgments of he tribulation


A. Three waves of judgment: seals, trumpets and vials/bowls


B. Two purposes:



1. To bring Israel to repentence



2. To begin judgment of Gentile nations - is a precursor to what awaits them for 



all eternity


C. The Seals



1. Take place generally during the first half of the Trib



2. First seal begins the Trib, and remaining seal are rapid around the midpoint



3. Seal 1: the antichrist [Rev 6:1-2 - rides a white horse, with a bow, and a 



crown]




a. Called the Little horn, the king of fierce countenence, the prince who 




shall come, the desolator, the vile person, the idol shepherd, the 



man of sin, the son of perdition, etc.




b. Will be demon possessed to the highest degree: his power is derived 




from the dragon




c. Will be a Gentile, and arise out of a revised Roman Empire [will consist 



of 10 nations, and he will destroy 3 on the rise to power]




d. His true colors will come out around the mid-point




e. Will claim world superiority, and will turn on Israel - He will be the 




religion of the Tribulation




f. Will be crushed and cast into the lake of fire



4. Seal 2: war




a. A red horse - symbolizes the blood that will be shed during the 




Tribulaion




b. [Daniel 11:36-45]




c. Describes the major battle of the Tibulation: comes about the middle 




of the Trib [Michael stands up in 12:1]




d. Three major players in this war





1. King of the south - Egypt or a coalition of nations led by Egypt





2. King of the north - is a power that comes from the 






geographical region now occupied by Russia [not that it 





IS Russia]





3. "Him" - Antichrist




e. Who is the attacker? - some say the pronouns refer to the Antichrist, 




but "against him" comes before the King of the North, therefore 




the flow of thought speaks of the pronouns referring to the King 




of the North



5. Seal 3: famine and inflation [Rev 5-6]



6. Seal 4: death [pale= yellowish-green, or a cadaverous color] - 1/4 of world 



will die



7. Seal 5: vengeance - an answer to the prayers of those in heaven



8. Seal 6: an earthquake



9. Seal 7: contains the seven trumpets



Views of the deadly wound




1. Resurrection of Nero view - committed suicide, but a rumor spread 




that he never really died and would return some day to reclaim 




the empire




2. Deadly wound refers to the judgment to the devil and sin at the cross




3. The revival of the Roman Empire



4. An actual revival of the Antichrist


D. The trumpet judgments



1. Second half of the trib.



2. Trump 1: vegetation - 1/3 burned up



3. Trump 2: seas - 1/3 turn to blood [one third of each sea] - destroys one third 



of marine life and ships



4. Trump 3: fresh water 



5. Trump 4: light - one third of light of sun and moon gone [not shine for one 



third of their normal time each day]



6. Trump 5: demonic assault



7. Trump 6: a great army - 4 evil angels are loosed from the Euphrates River and 


are allowed to kill 1/3 of the remaining population [done through 



warfare]



8. Trump 7: opens up the vial/bowl judgments [occur at end of the period]


E. Bowl judgments


1. Bowl 1: skin ulcer



2. Bowl 2: sea becomes blood [all of the seas, not just one third - everything 



dies]



3. Bowl 3: all fresh wate becomes blood



4. Bowl 4: sun becomes hotter than normal - actually scorches people



5. Bowl 5: darkness



6. Bowl 6: final phase of Armaggedon



7. Bowl 7: global earthquake - Rev 16 and Rev 19 link up together [17-18 are a 



parentheses]
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