Standards for Testing

Introductory Comments

1. What about people who object to being tested and tried by the Word of God?

a. Example:

i. Some dictatorial pastors view themselves as being above correction

ii. Some pastors make all the decisions in the church without any input from anybody

iii. Those in the Faith Movement, when challenged, say, “Touch not the Lord’s anointed.”

1. Some have even claimed that God punishes those who challenge them – death, cancer

b. Anybody can be and should be tested

c. In fact, testing should be welcomed:  it sharpens

d. Passages:

i. Rom. 16:17-18

ii. 1 Tim. 1:3-4

iii. 1 Tim. 4:16

iv. 2 Tim. 1:13-14

v. Titus 1:9, 2:1

vi. Acts 17:11

2. We must distinguish between the miraculous and the divine
a. Many people determine truth through testimonies of the miraculous:

i. Visions

ii. Received blessings

iii. Healings

b. This makes the criterion action instead of doctrine

c. Proof of flase miracles:

i. Egyptian magicians

ii. Antichrist shall perform miracles

iii. Jesus will send to hell those who produced miracles without His power

d. The point is, miracles can be faked

