Soteriology

The Doctrine of Salvation

+introduction / man's need


* the Bible is a book about Salvation


* in OT, Hebrew root for salvation means to be broad or spacious-- indicates our 

freedom from confinement and limitations so we can be what God wants us to be


* in NT, salvation occurs 100 times and is used to mean 



1. Negative: from sin, pain suffering and problems



2. Positive: the bestowal of temporal and eternal benefits based on the work of 

Christ

+ interpretations of salvation


1. Roman Catholic



* saving grace is mediated throught the sacriments by the Church



* baptism remits original sin and enfuses justifying grace



* salvation is synergistic -- the sinner cooperating with enfused grace


2. Liberalism



* denies supernatural, the fall of man, the substition of Christ



* mans is inherently noble and is in the process of becoming evolutionarily better


3. Christian existentialism



* salvation is a radical committment to God, throught this one realizes his full 

potential


4. Liberation theology



* contextualizes salvation for differing societies



* all people are in Christ but have faced society problems



* salvation is the overthrow of corrupting society


5. Barthian Neo-Orthodoxy



*salvation is decisively achieved for everyone at the cross, men do nothing


6. Evangelical Arminians



* it is God's will to save everyone



* from the cross flows universal proveniant grace -- through this the effects of 

the fall are virtually erased giving us the ability to accept or reject the Gospel at its presentation



* some would argue that salvation can be lost if we do not cooperate with 

proveniant grace


7. Other evangelicals



* man is dead in his sins and cannot respond to the Gospel



* the individual receives special illumination for the HS and in responding is then 

saved



* Reformed Theologians fall here

I. Justification


A. Historical background



1. The apostles are clear that  salvation is received through faith alone



2. During the first few centuries, sacramentalism began to creep in -- saving 

grace is mediated through the sacraments




a. Hermas




b. Ignatius




c. Usually baptism and communion



3. By 4th century and Constantine, the sacriments would mediate saving grace, 

and only throught the true church



4. By 1439 there developed a system of 7 sacraments



5. The power became known as Sacra- Dodalism: the power of the priest to 

mediate grace



6. Penence came from this



7. Indulgence




two types of sins




a. Venial -- less serious -- would be paid for in pergitory




b. Mortal -- could kill saving grace if not paid for




c. Plenary indulgence could wipe away all temporal payment in pergitory
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8. Martin Luther




a. Was terrified of facing the judgment of God




b. Joined the monastary not to become a monk, but to save his own soul




c. Realized that God does not make exceptions to his law



The formal cause for the Reformation was sola scriptura -- the rights of the 

church to add to the scriptures their traditions


The material cause was how a person was made right with God -- main point of  

debate



The council of Trent




a. Anathemetized all the Reformers




b. Pronounced that all of them should be executed


B. Four distinctions between the  Catholic and Biblical views



1. Instantaneous verses gradual -- Bible teaches instantaneous



2. Declared righteous verses made righteous -- Biblical teaches declaration of 

righteousness



3. Imputed righteousness verses infused -- Biblican teaches imputed, Catholic 

teaches infused to our hearts at Baptism



4. Receptions of God's grace -- Bible teaches through faith alone, Rome teaches 

through the sacraments

[R.C. Sprole -- Getting the Gospel right]


C. The current climate



1. 1987 -- salvation and the church [by Anglican Roman Catholic Commission]



2. The gift of  salvation -- evangelicals and Catholics

[Justification -- by James Buchanan (the classic work on justification)]


D. The systemic nature of justification


E. The plea

let's begin preaching and teaching and sharing the Gospel in terms of justification.  Too many times the Gospel is presented in terms and concepts which do not accurately portray the it.


F. The meaning of justification



1. NOT: "just as if i'd never sinned"




a. Implies that God may have overlooked my sin




b. Cuts the doctrine in half



2. IS: "to declare righteous"




-- not only does it wipe out the sin side of our ledgers, it also imputes 

the righteousness of Christ's active obedience to the credit side of the ledger



3. Key passage: Phil. 3:9


G. The role of faith



[1-3 constitute the definition of saving faith]



1. The faith of justification involves intellectual content.



2. Involves emotional assent



3. Involves the will




must be a choice, a conscious reliance of the sinner on Christ



4. Is the channel of justification -- [Rom 3:22; Eph 2:8]



5. Justifiying faith operates alone -- the Catholic church requires baptism and 

penance



6. The strength of one's faith is irrelevant when it comes to justification

II. Repentence


in English can mean 1)a change of behavior or conduct, or 2) a conceptual change or 

idea


Biblically it means "a change of outlook" comes from root word "to reconsider"


Repentence is a part of the act of believing, and is not separated from faith

III. Grace


A. Saving grace is not common grace -- those things which God has given us to make 

our lives easier and more enjoyable


B. Saving grace operates alone



There is nothing in us that merits God's grace -- he saves us in spite of who we 

are, not because of who we are


C. Saving grace is an abounding grace -- Rom 5:20



"where sin did abound, grace did much more abound"



literally "grace did super abound in a great way"



sin is like a trickling faucet, grace is like a raging flood


D. Grace is not witheld because of sin


E. Grace does not incure a debt before God -- if there was something we could have 

given God, grace would not be necessary

IV. Forgiveness


A. Means to remit or to send away


B. Two aspects



1. Salvific



2. Relational

V. Redemption


A. Refers to freedom or liberation by the payment of a price


B. There is bondage present which is changed to freedom when the price is paid


C. In classical Greek -- referred to a loosing of armor


D. Three words used



1. Agora -- a marketplace, Agoradzo is verb used



2. Exagoradzo -- to buy something out of -- to buy out of bondage



3. Luo -- to loose, pay a ransom [I Peter 1: 18-19]

VI. Propitiation


A. The Cross of Christ -- John Staught


B. Problem addressed -- the fact that God cannot just choose to forgive us. There is a 

problem with His justice, wrath, and holiness which will not allow it


C. Two major features



1. God is intensly angry because of our sin



2. God's wrath and anger has been appeased through sacrifice


[not to be substituted with expiation -- a synonym for forgiveness]

VII. Adoption


A. NOT...



1. The universal fatherhood of God



*Every religion is a avenue to God, and all will be saved eventually



2. That we become gods -- we will not become sons of God in the same sense 

Jesus is


B. IS...




1. The legal action of God in which He brings and individual into His family with 

all the rights and privileges of an adult son.


The Doctrine of Regeneration

Two types of life


1. Bio -- physical


2. Zoa -- spiritual

Interpretation 


1. Self-actualized



a. Held by liberal theologians and Pelagians



b. People are born into the world with a divine principle in them, this deals with 

the process of ethical developement


2. Baptismal regeneration



a. Held by Roman Catholics and some Lutherans



b. God gives regeneration via water baptism, original sin is cleansed, grace is 

infused


3. Presumptive/ Promissory



a. Held by many covenant reformed theologians



b. Not to be confused with view 2



c. Can take two angles




1. Presumptive -- infants of believing parents are baptized because they 

possess the seeds of regeneration.




2. Promissory -- baptism promises future regeneration


4.  Synergistic



a. Held by many Arminian theologians



b. Is the result of God working and man working -- God regenerates when a 

person believes from a free act of their will


5. God's work as a result of faith
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Regeneration: the instantaneous work of God, whereby He gives spiritual life to the one who believes, thus restoring the person's relational capacities to know love and serve God

the word regeneration only occurs in Matt 19:28 and Titus 3:5, but the new birth [2 Cor 5:17; Gal 6:15], resurrection [Eph 2:1,5], washing [Eph 5:26], and spiritual birth [John 1:13; 3:3] are all mentioned

Three differences between regeneration and conversion

1. Conversion is synergistic, regeneration is monergistic -- conversion is an act performed by God 

and man, regeneration is done by God alone

2. Conversion is a conscious act, regeneration is an unconscious transformation.

3. Conversion normally occurs over a period of time, regeneration is instantaneous

IX. Mercy


A. Meaning of Mercy



1. Definition: 




a. Pink, "the ready inclination of God to relieve the misery of fallen 

creatures"




b. Tozer, "an infinite, and inexhaustible energy within the divine nature 

which disposes God to be actively compassionate"




c. Hullinger, "the divine response to misery"



2. Three aspects to mercy




a. There must be misery or despair -- mercy would not then be 

necessary




b. There must be someone who is qualified to relieve our misery [Luke 

10 -- Good Samaritan]




c. There must be an act to relieve the misery -- it is not a wave of 

sentiment or emotion


B. Mercy is sovereign



- God is not obligated to be merciful



- God does not have to show mercy, and He can cut it off if He chooses to do so



- illustrations of God's control of His mercy




1. At the Great White Throne judgment God will not show His mercy 

even as He is damning souls to Hell




2. He was not merciful to the fallen angels, yet He chose to be merciful 

to fallen man

X. Sanctification - Phil 2:12-13

How do we become better? We know that the desired goal is to be as good as we could be, and desire to be perfect as Christ was, which is supposed to be our ultimate goal in sanctification.


A. Interpretations of Sanctification



1. Sanctification is self- reformation




-  Pelagian theologians and Liberal theologians



2. Is a sacramental process




- Roman Catholicism



3. Entire sanctification via a second blessing




- Weslyans and Holiness tradition




- initial sanctification at salvation, which is perfected through a second 

blessing or a second work of grace. Normally associated with the baptism IN the Holy Spirit




- also sometimes states: after this blessing, we can live without any 

willfull sin



4. Holy Spirit Baptism




- Pentacostles




- there are three instantaneous works: regeneration, sactifying work in 

which some say the idamnic nature is erradicated, and an empowering work of the baptism usually associated with tongues



5. An act of surrender




- Keswick movement, victorious life or higher life movement




- FB Meyer, J. McWilkin




- three stages of sanctification





1. Positional





2. Experiential - comes through and act of surrender





3. Final sanctification




- one is saved by faith, and by a similar act of faith one is sanctified



6. Gradual process




- a process which is effected by both us and the Holy Spirit




- there are two inclination in the believer: a principle of sin [Rom 6] and 

a new life of regeneration, and in a lifelong process, we are cooperating with the Holy Spirit in the sanctification process


B. Exposition



1. Meaning of term: hagiasmas - "holiness, consecration, sanctification"




- primary sense of  word refers to that which is set apart: God is the 

epitome of being set apart from sin



2. Seven principles




a. We are responsible, we have an active role




b. The Christian life can be a struggle




c. The Christian life is continual activity 




d. We have to take in to account the ever presence and the power of sin




e. We have to master the truth of mortification -- mentioned by Paul in 

Colossians 3:5 and Romans 8:14: has to do with the Christians relationship to sin





- is the draining of the life blood of sin





- two means of mortification: 1) don't feed sin, and 2) restrain 

sin -- we cannot always avoid it, so we must immediately cut them off before they gain strength




f. We need to learn the art of vivification - bringing grace to life

