Genesis

Introduction

I.     Title

II.    Authorship

III.   Date

IV.   Scope

V.    Occasion

VI.   Purpose

Genesis records the irruption of God into human history and the election of Abraham and his seed to whom covenant promises are made in order to show the nation that they are the vehicle through which God would rule and bless the world so that they would be encouraged and strengthened as they entered the promised land

VII. Structure

Exposition

I. Moses describes the creation of the universe by God in order to show 

   his majestic sovereignty and instruct Israel that the basis of their 

   theocracy goes back to the God of creation: 1:1—2:3

+Two introductory points

1. God as creator

2. Eschatological connection w/ Sinai


A. Moses notes that God is the sovereign creator: 1:1-2


1. Initial statement of creation: 1:1



a. three views of 1:1



b. six philosophies contradicted



c. “in the beginning”



d. “God”



e. “created” (bara—ex nihilo & per verbum)



f. “heaven and earth”



g. a preliminary word about atheism


2. Conditions at creation: 1:2



a. “and” (“now”)



b. “without form and void”



c. “deep”



d. “spirit of God”

+The Holy Spirit and Creation


B. Moses presents the powerful, creative word of God in the 

               universe: 1:3-31


1. The first day: God creates light and separates it from darkness: 

              1:3-5



a. the standard formulae

Verse 3



b. “God said”



c. “let there be”



d. “light”

Verse 4



e. “saw”



f. “good”



g. “divided”



h. “darkness”

Verse 5



i. “called”



j. “evening and morning”



k. “day”


2. The second day: God creates the firmament to provide a division 

              for the waters: 1:6-8



a. “firmament” (6)



b. “divided” (7)



c. “and it was so” (7)



d. “heaven” (8)


3. The third day: God creates dry land with vegetation to bring          

               about fullness to the earth:1:9-13



a. “waters” (9)



b. “one place” (9)



c. “good” (10)



d. “bring forth” (11)



e. “grass” (11)



f. “after its kind” (11)


4. The fourth day: God creates the luminaries to regulate divisions: 

              1:14-19



a. is this section a polemic?



b. “lights” (14)



c. “signs” (14)



d. “seasons” (14)



e. functions



f. the problem of light travel


5. The fifth day: God creates sea and sky life: 1:20-23



a. “whales” (21)



b. “let the fowl multiply” (22)


6. The sixth day: God creates land animals and then man to show 

               the culmination of creation: 1:24-31



a. “cattle, creeping thing, beast” (24)



b. the difficulty of “us” (26)

+four views

1. plurality

2. majesty

3. self-determination

4. the heavenly court



c. “man” (26)



d. (the) “man” (27)



e. the image (imago dei) (26)

+three issues involved

+key passages

+five views

+the meaning of “image” (tselem) and 

  “likeness” (demuth)

+ways we are like God

+does the image include our bodies?

+six implications of the image (adapted from D.A. Carson, The 

  Gagging of God, 204-212)

+the image and the Mosaic Covenant



f. the creation of man

+the Holy Spirit

+the work

+the fashion



g. man before the Fall

+posse peccare & posse non peccare

+adjutorium not non posse peccare

+posse mori and posse non mori



h. “blessed” (28)



i. “be fruitful and multiply” (28)



j. “subdue” (28-31)



k. principles from Genesis 1

Views of Origins

+two preliminary comments

1. three broad viewpoints


a. evolution


b. theistic evolution


c. special creation

2. five views of creation


a. atheistic evolution


1) statement


2) problems w/ answers



3) evaluation


4) influence


5) resolving tension w/ the Bible


6) importance


7) the acronym FACE 

(Hannegraff, The Face that Demon- strates the Farce of Evolution)

-Fossil Follies

-Ape-men fiction

-Chance

-Empirical science


8)   not new with Darwin


9)   postulates and conclusion


10) problems expanded (7)


11) why so popular? (4)


b. theistic evolution


1) statement


2) problems w/ answers


3) evaluation


4) only two positions on origins


5) problems (4)


6) conclusion


c. progressive creationism


1) statement


2) problems w/ answers


3) evaluation


d. six-day creationism


1) statement


2) problems w/ answers


3) evaluation


e. gap theory (summary)


1) statement


2) problems w/ answers


3) evaluation

+the gap theory (expanded)


1) statement


2) history


3) arguments w/ answers (6)


4) conclusion

3. Non-gap theories (precision with the Genesis text)

+the crux of the issue is how to understand “without form” and “void” 

  (tohu wa bohu)


a. this condition resulted after God judged the universe originally 

              created


b. this condition characterized the universe when God created it


c. this condition existed before God began creating

4. A closer look at the issue of creation vs. re-creation


a. the initial chaos theory



1) statement



2) two objections


b. the pre-creation chaos theory



1) no creatio ex nihilo



2) “darkness” is negative



3) summary

5. Further illustration on the “goodness” (enhancement of life view) of the  

    creation (earth, moon, sun, stars)

6. No conflict between the Bible and science

7. Deductions from creationism


a. our thoughts should go to God


b. these thoughts should lead to worship


c. creation was for God’s pleasure


d. matter is not eternal


e. matter is not evil


f. matter is not neutral (vocation)

C. Moses presents the completion of the creation: 2:1-3


1. “the host of them” (1)


2. “seventh” & “rested” (2)


3. does this passage support a Sabbath (or Sunday) for the 

              Christian?

+how long were the six days?  The issue of yom

1. three uses in Genesis 1-2

2. four major views

3. what is the origin of days of the week?

+Summary statement of 1:1—2:3 God turned chaos into a good creation by his word

+Implications for Israel and the Christian

II. Moses describes the generations of the heaven and earth in order to show  

     what became of the cosmos in that man failed to fulfill his duty in ruling 

     the earth according to God’s intention thus leading to the curse and to 

     show Israel that they had the capacity to choose obedience and be blessed 

     or disobedience and be cursed in the land: 2:4—4:26


A. The creation of man: 2:4-14



1. “these are the generations” (4)



2. “the Lord God” (4)



3. global conditions (5-6)



4. “formed” (7)



5. “dust” (7)



6. “breathed” (7)



7. what is a “soul” (nepes)




a. semantic range




b. implications



8.   “planted” (8)



9.   “garden” (8)



10. “eastward in Eden” (8)



11. purpose of 9-15



12. “every tree” (9)



13. “pleasant to the sight” (9)



14. “tree of life” (9)



15  “tree of the knowledge of good and evil” (9)

+five views of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil

-consequences

-moral discernment

-sexual knowledge

-omniscience

-wisdom or insight (experiential)



16. “out of Eden” (10)



17. the rivers of the garden (10-14)


B. Man’s placement in the garden: 2:15-17



1. “put” (15)



2. “dress” & “keep” (15)



3. God’s command (16-17)



4 “freely eat” (16)



5. “in the day” (17)



6. “surely die” (17) (4 obs.)


C. The creation of woman for the man: 2:18-25



1. “not good” (18)



2. “help (er)” (18)



3. “meet” (fit) (18)



4. Adam’s naming (19-20)



5. “rib” (21)



6. “made” (22)



7. “now” (23)



8. “woman” (23)



9. God’s purpose in marriage



    (24)




a) “leave”




b) “cleave”




c) “one flesh”


   10. “naked” “not ashamed” (25)


   11. hinge verse (25)


   12. implications about marriage

+Summary statement of 2:4-25: God prepared male and female with the capacity to serve him and enjoy the bounty of his creation

+Hierarchical relationship between man and woman before the Fall

1. Why this is important (3)

2. My thesis

3. The egalitarian framework

4. My response

5. The argument of two creation accounts

6. My response

7. The argument for a return to the original creation order

8. My response

9. The argument from the divine image

10. My response

11. Hermeneutics

12. Evidence for a pre-Fall hierarchy

D. Moses records the temptation and fall of man in order to show Israel 

    the necessity of trust in the word of God and goodness of God in order  

    to enjoy spiritual victory: 3:1-7

+The importance of chapter 3 (2)


1. The temptation of Eve: 1-5


a. the serpent raises doubts about  the word of God: 1-3



1) “now”



2) the identity of the serpent



3) “subtle”



4) “hath God said?”



5) “we may eat”



6) “God”




7) “neither shall you touch it”



8) “lest ye die”


b. the serpent raises doubts about the integrity of God: 3:4-5



1) “ye shall not surely die”



2) “knowing”



3) “good and evil”


2. The first couple disobeys resulting in mistrust and alienation:

               6-7


a. “pleasing”


b. “wise”


c. “with her”


d. the avenues of temptation


e. “coverings”


f. “fig leaves”

+Summary statement for 3:1-7: A thorough knowledge of God’s word and 

  an unwavering trust in the goodness of God are essential for  victory over 

 temptation

+Paul’s comments on the role of Eve in 1 Timothy 2:14-15

1. Eve was deceived (2:14)

2. Fulfillment apart from leadership (2:15)

E. Moses records the judgments of God as a result of the Fall in order to 

    show that disobedience brings pain but also gracious provision: 3:8-24


1. God interrogates the couple in order to give them an oppor-

              tunity to confess: 3:8-13



a. “walking”



b. “cool of the day”



c. “called”



d. “where art thou?”



e. alienation



f. “what is this?”



g. “beguiled”


2. God announces that the serpent would be cursed as a perpetual reminder 

of the Fall and that there would be a struggle between good and evil: 3:14-15



a. “cursed”



b. “upon thy belly”



c. “dust shalt thou eat”



d. antagonism



e. destruction



f. caution w/ 3:15


3. God announces that the woman would have pain in childbirth 

              and struggle with the male: 3:16



a. pain in childbirth



b. the problem of “desire”

+the meaning of “desire”

+four major views


4. God announces that the man would have to face painful toil 

              until his death: 3:17-19



a. man’s responsibility



b. “for thy sake”



c. “the sweat of thy face”



d. “till thou return unto the ground”

+Creation and the Fall: a commentary by Paul in Romans 8:19-25

1. The meaning of “creature”

2. waiting

3. the manifestation of the sons of God

4. subject to vanity

5. not willingly

6. subjected in hope


5. God provides grace by covering their shame and preventing the 

              extension of their lives: 3:20-24



a. “Eve” (20)



b. “coats of skins” (21)



c. expulsion from the garden (22-24)




1) “become as one of us”




2) “and now lest he put forth his hand”




3) “live forever”




4) “sent him forth”




5) “he drove out”




6) “placed”




7) “east”




8) “cherubim”




9) “flaming sword which turned every way”

+Summary statement of 3:8-24: Sinful rebellion against God brings pain, 

  conflict, and death

+When did they sin?

+Why were they tempted?

-reproduction

-servanthood

+A word about Satan and temptation

1. Two sobering quotes

2. Seven doors

3. Four rules

4. Eighty-nine strategies

+Fables, legends, myths, parables (Boice, 1:158-160)

+Eight consequences of the Fall

+Nine ways sin uses God’s good law  (D.M. Lloyd Jones, Romans 7:1—

  8:4, 155-160)

F. Moses records the account of the children of Adam and Eve to show the 

    spread of sin into society so that the believer in God would understand the 

    antagonism they would face and the necessity of continuing in the faith: 

    4:1-26


1. The story of Cain and Abel: 4:1-16

+Key words and phrases

1. “I have gotten a man from the Lord” (1)

2. “Abel” (2)

3.   “offering” (3)

4.   “fat” (4)

5.   “respect” (4)

6.   “wroth” (angry) (5)

7.   “his countenance fell” (5)

8.   “is it not true?” (7)

9.   “accepted” (7)

10. “sin” (7)

11. “lieth” (7)

12. “the field” (8)

13. “killed” (8)

14. “brother” (8)

15. “am I my brother’s keeper?” (9)

16. “fugitive and vagabond” (12)

17. “my punishment is greater than I can bear” (13)

18. “thou hast driven me out” (14)

+Two interpretive issues

1. Why was Cain’s offering rejected?


a. five explanations


b. offerings in the OT (voluntary/involuntary)


c. the offering in Gen. 4


d. Cain’s character


e. conclusion

2. What is the “mark” of Cain? (5 views)

+Summary statement of 4:1-16: We must please God in our worship or 

  sin will ruin our lives


2. The beginning of civilization to show what became of the one 

              who rebelled against God and by contrast the preservation of 

              the worship of God by the righteous: 4:17-26



a. the descendants of Cain:  4:17-24



b. the family of Seth: 4:25-26

+Summary of 4:17-26: The righteous must preserve true worship in a self-  

  indulgent society

III. Moses describes the generations of Adam in order to show that death is the result of sin and for the rebellious he will not forever prosper but the believing will have hope in their death as they walk with God: 5:1—6:8

 
A. Moses records the genealogy from Adam to Noah to show the 

affects of the curse but also the continuing grace of God: 5:1-32



1. three purposes



2. the nature of the genealogy



3. the lesson of Enoch



4. the divine commentary on 



    Enoch in Hebrews 11




-legends




-redundancy




-living vs. walking




-how is this faith? (2)




-dying vs. not found





-the application

+Summary statement for Genesis 5: Those who walk with God can enjoy him and anticipate victory over the curse


B. Moses records the ongoing wickedness of the human race with the inevitability of judgment while in contrast there would be grace to the line of the believer: 6:1-8



1. The sin of the sons of God:



    6:1-4



    a. the “sons of God”

View #1 Fallen Angels

-“daughters of men”=mortal women

-the sin=marriage between super-

 natural and mortal

-adherents: Philo, Josephus, Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Cyrpian, Ambrose, Clarence Larkin, Henry Morris, C. Fred Dickason, James Boice, The Book of Enoch, Delitzsch, Driver, Cassuto, von Rad, Speiser, Dead Sea Scrolls

-pro:



a) “sons of God”



b) 2 Peter 2:4-5; Jude 6-7



c) Mary’s pregnancy

-con:



a) sounds mythical



b) angels not mentioned



c) why is man punished for the wickedness of angels?



d) NT support questionable



e) angels do not reproduce and



    are sexless

View #2: Godly Sethites

-“daughters of men”=line of Cain

-the sin=marriage of holy/unholy

adherents: Leupold, Stigers, Wenham, Augustine, Matthew Henry, Calvin, Pentecost, Thomas, Lange, J.S. Baxter, Scofield, Thomas Howe, Matthews, Westermann

-pro:



a) OT refers to godly as…



b) concept of godly line



c) marriage problems in OT

-con:



a) “sons of God”



b) God not working thru one 

               line yet



c) Noah was only godly one

View #3: Dynastic Rulers

-“daughters of men”=commoners

-the sin=polygamy

-adherents: Skinner, Kitchen, Aramaic 

 targums

-pro:



a) rulers often called gods



b) kings called sons of deities



c) Babylonian stories

-con:



a) Scripture doesn’t follow 

              ANE lit. on this



b) needs v. 4, but “nephilim” 

               are not the children

View #4: Interlude

John Sailhamer, EBC, 2:76

Expanded observations for view #1

1.   “sons of God” (bene elohim)

2.   context unusual

3.   1-4 angelic cause; 5-6 human 

      cause

4.   angels take human form

5.   angels are sexless myth

6.   marriage doesn’t = sex

7.   don’t marry not can’t marry

8.   demonically possessed could have

      sexual relations

9.   why narrow interp. of “daughters”

10. Jude not original rebellion

11. virgin birth

12. fertility cults

13. c.f. 3:22



    b. “strive”



    c. “120 years”



    d. “came in unto”



    e. “giants” (nephilim)



2. The sins of humanity: 6:5-8



    a. the wickedness of men (5)



    b. “grieved” (6)



    c. “destroy” (7)



    d. Noah found “grace” (8)

+The Doctrine of Impassibility

-the meaning of the doctrine

-some observations on the doctrine (9)

+Summary statement for Genesis

  6:1-8: The wickedness of sin brings pain to God and consequent judgment which can only be escaped by his grace

IV. Moses describes the generations of Noah in order to show the  renewed form of the theocratic administration and what became  of it: 6:9—9:29


A. Moses records the judgment of the flood in order to show that 


God is the sovereign who will judge the wicked but spare the 
righteous in order to purge the earth to start a new creation of the 
theocracy: 6:9—8:22

+The palistrophic structure (see 

  Wenham, Genesis 1-15, 155-158; 

  Ross, Creation and Blessing, 191)

A God resolves to destroy 6:11-13

    B Noah builds an ark 6:14-22

        C The Lord commands 7:1-9

            D The flood begins 7:10-16



      E The flood prevails 150 

                    

days and covers the 

                    

mountains 7:17-24




       F God remembers Noah





     8:1a




E’ The flood recedes 150 

                    

days and mountains are 

                    

visible 8:1b-5



D’ The earth dries 8:6-14


  C’ God commands to leave ark


     8:15-19

    B’ Noah builds an altar 8:20

 A’ The Lord resolves not to destroy

     8:21-22


1. Moses notes the character of Moses versus that of the world: 

         
6:9-12



a. the progression




b. a “just” man (9)



c. the earth was “corrupt” (11)



d. “violence” (11)



e. “all flesh” (12)


2. Moses notes the revelation of God given to Noah concerning 


    deliverance: 6:13-22



a. “ark” (14)



b. “I do bring a flood of waters”



    (17)



c. “everything that is in the 



    earth shall die” (17)



d. “covenant” (berith) (18)



e. Noah’s obedience (22)

+the commentary on Noah’s faith from Hebrews 11

1. the ground of faith

2. the effect of faith

3. the consequences of faith


3. Moses notes that after Noah and 


    his family and the animals are 


    safe, God destroys the earth 


    with a flood: 7:1-24

+what determines whether something is clean or unclean?



a. “fountains of the great deep”



    (11)



b. “windows of heaven” (11)



c. “prevailed exceedingly” (19)

+the extent of the flood

View #1: the nihilistic view

View #2: the local flood view

View #3: the universal flood view 

               (the catastrophist view) (11)

+an examination of Peter’s statement(1 Peter 3:19-20) regarding Noah 

  and the spirits in prison

1. Five views

2. The “spirits in prison”


a. the meaning of “spirit” 

         (pneuma)


b. defining phrases in Peter


c. what did Christ proclaim?


d. when did Christ preach?


e. Christ preaching through Noah


f. objections


g. conclusion


4. Moses notes that when the 


    waters receded, Noah emptied 


    the ark and offered an 


    acceptable sacrifice to God:


    8:1-22



a. God “remembered” Noah (1)



b. “the mountains of Ararat” (4)




1) what is “Ararat?”




2) how can a boat rest on multiple mountains?



c. the raven and dove (6-19)



d. Noah offers burnt offering 

              (20-22)

+Summary statement for 6:9—8:22: God will judge the wicked with catastrophic judgment in order to start over with a worshiping community

+the burnt offering (‘olah)

1. the origin of sacrifice

2. the meaning of the term

3. the ritual

4. the two purposes

+is the ark still on Ararat? (some evidence compiled by Boice, Genesis 1-11, 329-331)


B. Moses records the covenant of God through Noah in order to show 
the establishment of a new order of the theocracy: 9:1-17



1. God tells man that he has the responsibility to produce and 



    preserve life on earth: 9:1-7

+The issue of capital punishment

1. Introductory observations

2. Arguments against

3. Biblical survey

4. Three final questions



2. God makes an unconditional covenant to show that there will 

not be another watery judgment like the flood: 9:8-17

+Summary statement of 9:1-17: Mankind is responsible to preserve life because of its value to God


C. Moses records the incident surrounding the cursing of Canaan in 

order to show the three branches of the human  race related to blessing 
and cursing: 9:18-29



1. The earth was filled with the descendants of Shem, Ham,



    and Japheth: 9:18-19



2. Noah’s sin and the two responses to it: 9:20-23



3. Noah curses Canaan and blesses Shem and Japheth: 



    9:24-29

+Summary statement of Genesis 9:18-29: God will bless the righteous but 

  curse those who are immoral

+The Curse of Canaan

1. The questions involved

2. The purpose of this story

3. The key marker

4. Noah’s activity

5. The identification of Ham’s sin


a. view 1: grave sexual sin


b. view 2: disrespect/mockery

4. The oracle

5. Why is Canaan cursed?

6. Conclusion

+Three personal lessons from Noah’s 

  sin

V. Moses describes the generations of  Shem, Ham, and Japheth in order 

to identify the surrounding nations and to present the dispersion of the 

nations in order to prepare the way for the line of blessing: 10:1—11:9


A. The descendants of Japheth: 1-5


B. The descendants of Ham: 6-20


C. The descendants of Shem: 21-32

+Summary statement for Genesis 10: God’s division of peoples is a part of his design in bringing blessing to the human race


D. The dispersion at Babel in order to show how the nations were 


scattered and to show Israel that pride would result in their scattering 
as well: 11:1-9



1. the Babylonian background



2. the emphasis of the story



3. the sin involved



4. God’s intervention



5. “Babel”



6. conclusion



7. summary of importances

+Summary statement of Genesis 11:1-9: God will subjugate the proud 

  who rebel against him

VI. Moses describes the generations of Shem in order to show the narrowing of the line that would lead to Abraham and thus restore  blessing and dominion lost by Adam: 11:10-26


A. Purpose of this section


B. Chronology of the patriarchs

+Summary statement for Genesis 11:10-26: A movement away from 

  death to the promise and life even  though the life span is declining

VII. Moses describes the generations of Terah in order to show the 

promises which were made to  Abraham: 11:27—25:11

+The importance of the promises

+Twelve crises of faith


A. Moses records the account of Terah in order to introduce the 


    major players in the rest of the narrative: 11:27-32


B. Moses records the call of Abram and the covenant made 


    with him in order to show the basis on which the theocracy 


    would be based and to stress the obedience that comes from faith 


    in God: 12:1-9

+Abram and the city of Ur



1. The call of Abram and the covenant promises made to him: 12:1-3




a. the call to separate: 12:1




b. blessing/cursing: 12:2-3

+The Abrahamic Covenant expanded

1. Martin Luther, “Lectures in Genesis” in Luther’s Works, 2:254

2. The development of the theocracy

3. The nature of the promises

4. The land promise


a. importance


b. views


c. recipients


d. boundaries


e. historical (not exhaustive)


f. future fulfillment


g. summary considerations



2. the obedience of Abraham: 12:4-6



3. further obedience through sacrifice: 12:7-9

+Summary statement of 11:27—12:9: those who truly believe God’s word 

  will forsake all to follow God and to  serve him in order to bring blessing 

  to the world

C. Moses presents the sojourn of Abram in Egypt to show that though Abram jeopardized the promise of blessing by losing his wife, the Lord rescued her to show that he would bring the promised blessing to fruition by protecting his plan: 12:10-20


1. “famine” (10)


2. was Abram being deceptive?


3. key pharaohs in Genesis 


    (Cambridge Ancient History)

Old Kingdom (dynasties 3-6, ca. 2686-2181 B.C.; age of pyramid building —80 identified)

-Cheops (2nd Pharaoh of 4th dynasty):  built the Great (largest) Pyramid at 

 Gizeh (near Cairo)

Middle Kingdom (dynasties 11-14, ca. 2033-1603 B.C., period of culture 

and civilization -Inyotef II (3rd Pharaoh of 11th  dynasty, 2117-2069). He entertained Abram in Gen. 12.

-Ammenemes II (1929-1895 B.C., 3rd  Pharaoh of 12th dynasty). He ruled 

 when Joseph arrived in Egypt in Gen. 37

-Sesostris II (1897-1878 B.C., 4th  Pharaoh of 12th dynasty). Joseph 

 interpreted his dreams and was exalted by him in Gen. 40-41

-Sesostris III (1878-1843 B.C., 5th  Pharaoh of 12th dynasty).  He ruled 

 when Jacob entered Egypt and  received a blessing from Jacob in Gen. 46

-Ammenemes III (1842-1797 B.C., 6th  Pharaoh of 12th dynasty). He ruled 

 when Joseph died in Gen. 50


4. First reference to camels in the Bible (16)


5. Abram’s six steps downward (Boice, Genesis, 2:474-476)

+Summary statement for Genesis 12:10-20: God graciously protects 

  his plan when his people complicate it through their sin.

  It is foolish, therefore, to try to deliver ourselves through deception

D. Moses presents the separation of Abram from Lot to show that Abram had faith in God’s promises and could therefore be magnanimous: Genesis 13:1-18


1. A strife between Abram’s and Lot’s herdsmen over land:13:1-7


2. Abram offers Lot the choice of land: 13:8-13


3. The Lord reaffirms the promises to Abram: 13:14-18 (3 specifics)

+Summary statement for Genesis 13: Those who believe the promises of 

  God can be generous with their possessions

E. Moses presents the victory of Abram over the Eastern kings in order to show the outworking of the land promise and to show Abram that he could wait on God without receiving anything from the king of Sodom: 14:1-24


1. A confederation of eastern kings plunder the forces in the Jordan 


    valley and take Lot captive: 14:1-12


2. Abram attacks these kings and defeats them: 14:13-16


3. Abram pays tithes to Melchizedek but refuses to take riches from the king of Sodom lest the blessing be tarnished: 14:17-24

+The identity of Melchizedek

1. The views


a. the early church view


b. the Pelagian view


c. the Shem view


d. the Christophany view


e. an historical figure who typified


    Christ

2. Parallels between Mel. and Christ

3. The importance to the readers of Hebrews

+Summary statement for Genesis 14: God gives his chosen people victory by using his servants who believe his word and act courageously.

The realization that victory and future blessing come from God enables the believer to wait for God’s perfect blessings

F. Moses presents the ratification (cutting) of the covenant given to Abram in order to show the trustworthiness of God especially in light of the fact that the nation would experience enslavement before the fulfillment: 15:1-21


1. Abram shows concern that the promise had not yet been fulfilled: 15:1-5


2. Moses states that Abram’s faith had made him acceptable to God: 15:6

+a common misunderstanding of v. 6


3. God ratifies the covenant thus guaranteeing the unilateral fulfillment of 
the promises in  response to Abram’s request even though there would be 430 years of enslavement: 15:7-21

+Summary statement for Genesis 15: The Lord guarantees by solemn 

  covenant that his promises will be fulfilled in spite of the prospect of 

  suffering

G. Moses presents the birth of Ishmael in order to show the tension over the delay of the promise and that the promise can only come by divine intervention and not human achievement:16:1-16


1. The introduction of Sarai as barren who has an Egyptian handmaid 
named Hagar: 16:1


2. Sarai and Abram try to carry out their own plan which results in 


    conflict: 16:2-6


3. The angel of the Lord appears to Hagar and promises her Ishamel 
with 
descendants to contrast God’s faithfulness with Abram and Sarai’s 
faithfulness: 16:7-14


4. Hagar bears Ishmael to Abram when he was 86 years old: 16:15-16

+Summary statement for Genesis 16: God is aware of the needs of the 

  afflicted and will miraculously fulfil his promises

H. Moses presents the promise of Isaac which is confirmed by a 

     name change and a covenant sign together with the responsibility of 

     a sanctified life by those with whom the covenant is made: 17:1-27


1. The Lord appears to Abram and calls for a life of obedience and 


    then changes his name to Abraham as a pledge of fulfillment:17:1-8


2. The Lord institutes circumcision as a sign of the covenant: 17:9-14


3. The Lord changes Sarai’s name to Sarah as a pledge that the seed 
would 
come from her: 17:15-21


4. Moses obediently circumcises his household: 17:22-27

+Summary statement for Genesis 17: God requires a sanctified life from 

  those who anticipate the covenant promises

I. Moses presents the visitation of the angels to Abraham in order to 

   confirm the covenant promises and show his people that they should 

   believe his promises: 18:1-15

+The importance of this chapter


1. The Lord appears to Abraham and shares a meal with him thus 


    showing their intimate fellowship: 18:1-8


2. The Lord rebukes Sarah’s  laughter in order to emphasize 


    that it is not a hard thing for him to fulfill the promises: 18:9-15

+Summary statement for Genesis 18:1-15: Nothing is incredible for 

  those in fellowship with God because nothing is too hard for him

J. Moses presents the events surrounding the destruction of 

    Sodom and Gomorrah in order to show the righteousness of God, the 

    attitude the believer should have regarding the worldly system, and 

    to show the certainty of the promises: 18:16—19:38


1. The intercession of Abraham to show that God is righteous in his 

judgment: 18:16-33



a. because Abraham is the means for God’s blessing, God tells 



him of his intention to investigate the sin of 
Sodom: 18:16-21



b. The Lord and Abraham negotiate for the city in order to 



show that God is  righteous: 18:22-33


2. Moses presents the destruction of the cities in order to show the 


    folly of being attached to the worldly system: 19:1-38



a. the angels visit Lot in order to warn him and in the mean-



    time strike the townspeople with blindness: 19:1-14



b. the angels drag Lot from the city and promise to spare



    Zoar: 19:15-22



c. the Lord destroys the city and Lot’s wife for looking back: 



19:23-29 


d. the daughters of Lot are  impregnated by their father and 



produce the line of the Moabites and Ammonites who become 



Israel’s enemies: 19:30-38

+Summary statement for Genesis 18:16-33: The righteous Judge of the earth will not destroy the righteous  with the wicked

+Summary statement for Genesis 19: It is dangerous folly to become attached to the present corrupt 

  world system because it is awaiting God’s destruction

+An expanded discussion of Genesis 19 and related passages/issues

1. A fuller exposition of the passage

-the testimony of the “Dead” Sea

a. the depravity of Sodom: 1-14


1) the angels arrive: 1-3



“in the evening” (1)



“sat in the gate” (1)



“street” (2)


2) the angels attacked: 4-11



“men of Sodom” (4)



“old and young, all the people from every quarter” (4)



“know” (5)



“blindness” (11)


3) the angels message: 12-14

b. the deliverance of Lot: 15-22


1) Lot “lingers” (15-16)


2) Lot doubts (17-22)

c. the destruction of Sodom: 23-29


1) the sunrise (23)


2) the destruction (24-25)


3) “the Lord rained…from the Lord” (24)


4) “looked back” (26) (see J.C. Ryle’s sermon in Holiness, 


     232-257)

2. Five lessons from Sodom

3. Homosexuality in the O.T.

-sexual sin and the imago dei

-“know” as “tea party” or nonconsensual

-the Mosaic Law

4. Jude 7


1) “the cities about them”


2) “in like manner giving themselves over to fornication”


3) “going after strange flesh”


4) lack of hospitality?

5. 1 Timothy 1:10 & Romans 1:27 natural vs. unnatural sin

6. 1 Corinthians 6:9


1) “effeminate”


2) “abusers of themselves with 


    mankind”

7. Contrasting views of ethics (adapted from Sherwood Cole BibSac #615 Biology, Homo-sexuality, and Moral Culpability)


1) minimalist


2) horrible vs. wrong


3) laws


4) Christian

8. Two arguments if unconvinced by Scripture: immutability of orientation (authenticity) & sense of God’s presence

9. Further questions (4)

10. Biology & change

K. Moses records the deception of Abraham before Abimelech in 

    order to show God’s providential protection of his people and the 

    purity necessary to participate in God’s promised blessings: 20:1-18


1. Abimelech takes Sarah into his harem when Abraham said that she 
was 
his sister: 20:1-2


2. God appears to Abimelech in a dream to explain the situation and 
instruct him to return her to Abraham: 20:3-7


3. Abimelech obeys the word of the Lord: 20:8-16


4. Abraham prays for the restoration of Abimelech’s family: 20:17-28

+Summary statement for Genesis 20: God desires the purity of the 

  marriages of his people (preserve them); God withholds or grants 

  children (fear him and live in integrity)

L. Moses records the birth of Isaac in order to show God’s fulfillment of 

    the promised son and the birth/expulsion of Ishmael in order 

    to show the removal of the threat from the promised seed: 21:1-21


1. God provides the child of promise to which the couple 


    responds in faith by having him named and circumcised: 21:1-7


2. Sarah expels Hagar and Ishmael in order to protect the heirship 


    of the child of promise: 21:8-19



a. “weaned”



b. “mocking”



c. “cast out”


3. God shows his grace by prospering Ishmael in the wilderness: 

21:20-21

+Summary statement for Genesis 21:1-21: When God fulfills a 

  promise, God’s people must remove anything that poses a threat to his 

  blessing

M. Moses records the covenant with Abimelech at Beersheba in order 

     to show that Abraham could serve God in the promised land as well 

     as anticipating the time when all of Israel would dwell there in peace: 

     21:22-34


1. Abraham agrees to make a treaty: 21:22-24


2. Abraham accuses Abimelech of stealing: 21:25-27


3. Abraham makes an oath signifying his right to the well: 


    21:28-30


4. Abraham names the place Beersheba signifying the oath and plants 
a tree 
to show determination to stay in the  region: 21:31-34

+Summary statement for Genesis 21:22-34: the child of God can  proclaim his faith when he is at  peace with those who recognize divine blessing

N. Moses records the incident of the offering of Isaac in order to show 

     that God tests his servants who should respond in trusting obedience: 22:1-19

+pathos

+artistry


1. The incident is a test from God: 22:1a


2. God instructs Abraham to offer his one and only son: 22:1b-2

+the temple mount


3. Abraham faithfully responds in obedience as he prepares to 


    offer Isaac: 22:3-10


4. God responds to Abraham’s obedience by providing a 


    substitute and confirms again the promises: 22:11-19

+Four seeds of Abraham in Scripture

+Summary statement for Genesis 22:1-19: The faithful worshiper of 

  God will obediently surrender to God whatever he asks

O. Moses records the descendants of  Nahor in order to provide a link 

     with Rebekah and Abraham for the following chapter: 22:20-24

+Summary statement for Genesis 20:20-24: God’s promises are not exhausted in this lifetime, therefore death becomes the time of greatest demonstration of our faith

P. Moses records the death of Sarah and the purchase of the cave in 

    Mechpelah in order to show that she died without having received 

    the fruition of the promises but that in spite of this, death was a time of 

    hope in the promises as Abraham buries her in Canaan: 23:1-20


1. Abraham mourns the death of  Sarah: 23:1-2


2. Abraham barters with the owner of a cave and buys the field and 


    the cave in the promised land: 23:3-18


3. Abraham buries Sarah in the cave: 23:19-20

+Scriptural significance of land purchases in the Bible

Q. Moses records the choosing of a bride for Isaac in order to show the 

     providential working of God in fulfillment of the covenant in the 

     midst of his faithful servants:24:1-67

+the importance of this story


1. Abraham delegates the finding of a wife for Isaac to his servant 


    in order to show his responsibility in the covenant: 24:1-9


2. The servant arrives and asks God for a sign to the proper 


    house: 24:10-27


3. The servant is welcomed into Laban’s house where he secures 


    Rebekah and recounts the particulars of his journey: 24:28-60


4. The servant brings Rebekah back and she becomes Isaac’s wife: 

24:61-67

+Four significances to the story

+Summary statement for Genesis 24: Believers may trust the Lord for  guidance as they act responsibly to God’s promises

+God’s providence

1. three aspects of involvement

2. concurrence

3. three clarifications

4. six conclusions

R. Moses records the death of Abraham and the giving of the family inheritance to Isaac in order to show that the program of blessing was passing to the next generation: 25:1-11


1. The sons were born to Abraham thus fulfilling the promise of 


    fruitfulness: 25:1-4


2. The passing of the inheritance to Isaac: 25:5-6


3. The death/burial of Abraham:25:7-10


4. The blessing of Isaac by the Lord: 25:11

+Summary statement for Genesis 25:1-11: God’s servants must do all they can to pass on God’s program of blessing to succeeding generations

+Some concluding thoughts on Abraham’s life of faith

1. the object was God’s word

2. it operated despite appearances

3. it obeyed immediately

4. it was willing to separate

5. it goes into the unknown

6. it continues despite no reception

7. looks to the future for the balance

8. it sees behind “absurd”

+On “being gathered to his people” or what is “sheol?” or where do people go when they die?

1. The lexicography of “sheol”

2. Comparative literature

3. Rabbinic literature

4. Sheol is not the grave

5. Descriptions of sheol

6. When a person dies…
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