 Sin unto death

I. Introductory comments:

a. Speaking about brothers

b. Sin unto death

i. This is the sense that it is the sin that leads to death

ii. All sin leads to death

iii. So there must be something significant about this sin to distinguish it from other sins.

c. Situation envisioned:

i. When we see a brother sin or living in sin, we have the responsibility to pray for them that God may give them life

1. Life as interpreted in wisdom literature, life is spoken of in its fullest, physical sense

2. Cannot interpret it as eternal life because in verse 17, it is obvious he is speaking concerning physical life

ii. Because John does not define it, it is clear that his readers knew

iii. He is saying that if the brother commits this, they should not pray that God gives them life

II. Views of the sin

a. A particularly heinous sin

i. Many argue from the OT that there are degrees of sin

ii. Rabbis taught this

iii. Christians seem to do the same thing

b. Apostasy 

c. Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit

i. This was a national sin committed by Israel

ii. This was the rejection of the offer of the Kingdom

d. Physical death on a Christian who persists in deliberate sin

i. Most who hold this are inconsistent, especially if they are from the perseverance background

e. The unsaved are in view, and they are persisting in sinning against the light of the Gospel

f. This sin is not a particular sin, but it is a class of sins which God sometimes chooses to judge with swift judgment

i. Escape hatch view

g. A deliberate sin against the established religious order

i. Nadab and Abihu – these were Aaron’s sons, and he said nothing of the judgment, almost anticipating John’s command not to pray for life

ii. Uzzah

iii. Corinthians committed a sin against the body of Christ

iv. Annanias and Sapphira

v. This explanation makes sense considering the nature of the false teachers

