Intro.

THE EPISTLE
Martin Luther- after teaching his students on the book of Romans, became more and more convicted of the central them of justification by faith alone. He wrote,

I greatly longed to understand Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, and nothing stood in the way but that one expression, “the righteousness of God,” because I took it to mean that righteousness whereby God is righteous and deals righteously in punishing the unrighteous… Night and day I pondered until…I grasped the truth that the righteousness of God is that righteousness whereby, through grace and sheer mercy, he justifies us by faith, Thereupon I felt myself to be reborn and have gone through open doors into paradise. The whole Scripture took on a new meaning, and whereas before “the righteousness of God” had filled me with hate, now it became to me inexpressibly sweet in greater love. this passage of Paul became to me a gateway to heaven.

- Martin Luther: Formative Years

William Tyndale- famous 16th century Bible translator


I think it is meet that every christian man not only know it, by rote and without the book, but also exercise himself therein evermore continually, as with the daily bread of the soul. No man verily can red it too oft, or study it too well; for the more it is studied, the easier it is; the more it is chewed, the pleasanter it is; and the more groundly it is searched, the preciouser things are found in it, so great treasure of spiritual things lieth hid therein.- Doctrinal treatises and Intro’s

The book of Romans took a Bedford tinker like John Bunyan and turned him into the spiritual giant and literary master who wrote my favorite book and what I believe to be the greatest book every written besides the Bible, “Pilgrim’s Progress”.

Quotes the OT 57x’s, more than any other book. Key words: God- 154x’s; law- 77x’s; Christ- 66x’s; sin 45x’s; faith- 40x’s

Romans answers many questions concerning man and God:

What is the good news of God?
Is Jesus really God?

What is God like?

How can God send people to hell?
Why are there false religions and idols?

What is man’s biggest sin?

Why are there sex perversions, hatred, crime, and all other evils in the world?

What is the standard by which God condemns people?

Is a man who has never heard the gospel held spiritually responsible?

For whom did Christ die?

Where can man find real peace and hope?

Why is living the Christian life such a struggle?

What does the Holy Spirit do for a believer?

Why is there suffering?

Will the world ever be different?

Is a believer once saved and always saved?

What is a Christians responsibility to the Jews and the nation of Israel?

THE AUTHOR
· Good description: Philippians 3:5,6


-  also… born into Roman citizenship [Acts 22:28] 


-  Tentmaker as a trade [Acts 18:3]

· Because of Saul’s youth and zeal, he was obsessed with wiping out the Christians [acts 8:3] and “became an enemy of the Jews” like Haman [Esther 3:8-10]

· He became like a war horse with the smell of battle in his nostrils, snorting out unrelenting fury against everyone and everything Christian- John MacArthur

· He was on his way to the capital of Syria, Damascus, when a flash from heaven surrounded him and …[Acts 9:3,4]. 

· Acts 26:14- Later on before King Agrippa, Paul reports that Jesus added, “It is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.” Now a prick or a goad was a long pointed stick that was used to herd stubborn livestock. To keep it moving, one would poke the animal. This expression came to mean one who was “opposed to deity.” Jesus was pointing out that his persecution of Christians was actually opposition to God, the very opposite of what he thought he was doing

· The Jesus who the Jews had beaten and murdered, the Jesus whom Stephen called upon moments before his death, the Jesus whose followers Saul had made it his mission to exterminate- WAS INDEED GOD, JUST AS HE SAID!
· Paul was marvelously transformed. He looked back on this experience later [I Tim 1:12-15]

· “And straightway he preached Christ is the synagogues…Acts 9:20

· “Is this not he that destroyed them which called on this name in Jerusalem” Acts 9:21
· He was so successful that his one time friends and cohorts now planned to kill him; however Paul escaped [Acts 9:24-25]

· He then spent 3 years in a “divine seminary” in Arabia [Gal. 1:17-18]

PLACE AND TIME OF WRITING

· Paul had three extensive missionary journeys [Acts 13-21]. On his 3rd journey, he went a third time to Corinth and probably wrote it during this time [Rom. 15:26]

PURPOSE

· Purpose Statement:
· Contrary to what the Catholic church claims, Peter did not establish the church in Rome. Paul says at the end of the letter “Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another man’s foundation.” [Rom. 15:20]

· Likely founded by a group of Jewish Christians from Judea. Perhaps they had heard Peter’s sermon at Pentecost several years earlier and where among the 3,000 saved. [Acts 2:10]

PAUL’S CHARACTER

· Paul was not an attractive man [2 Cor. 10:10]

· He was a very intelligent and learned man

· He was obsessed with God’s Word (OT) and quoted from it often

· If beaten or imprisoned, he would continue to minister [Acts 16:22-25]

· Amazing story! Weary listener falls from window and dies; Paul raised him from dead, and continued preaching [Acts 20:9-12] Talk about poise in the pulpit!

· “For necessity is laid upon me, yea, who is upon me if I preach not the gospel [I Cor. 9:16]

· [2 Cor. 11:23-28] Paul experienced all this before writing this book

· Had a deep love for Israel and longed for their salvation that he could say…[Rom. 9:3]

· Primary focus in his life was for Christ to be glorified [Phil. 1:20]

· “Paul could never forget the pit from which he had been digged.” - Barnhouse 

Romans 1:12

When he was about to board a ship to India to begin missionary service there, some of William Carey’s friends asked if he really wanted to go through with his plans, Expressing his great desire for their support in prayer, he is aid to have replied, “I will go down [into the pit itself] if you will hold the rope.” (William Carey, 117)
Romans 1:17
“From faith to faith”- MacArthur would say this about it: “There is emphasis here on the continuity of faith. It is not a one-time act, but a way of life. The true believer made righteous will live in faith all his life. Theologians called this “the perseverance of the saints.”  ?????

Romans 1:18

Often we may wonder while the wicked prosper. But God’s wrath is all the while filling up [Rom. 2:5] Donald Gray Barnhouse recounts the story of a group of godly farmers in a Midwest community being irritated one Sunday morning by a neighbor’s plowing his field across from their church, Noise from his tractor interrupted the worship service, and as it turned out, the man had purposely chosen to plow that particular field on Sunday morning in order to make a point, He wrote a letter to the editor of the local paper asserting that, although he did not respect the Lord or honor the Lord’s Day, he had the highest yield per acre of any farm in the county. He asked the editor how Christians could explain that. With considerable insight and wisdom, the editor printed the letter and followed with the simple comment, “God does not settle [all] His accounts in the month of October.” – (Man’s Ruin, 1:1-32)
Romans 1:19
A disease left Helen Keller without the ability to see, hear, or talk. A woman named Miss Sullivan made it her life’s mission to teach and communicate to Helen. When Miss Sullivan first tried to tell Helen about God, the girl’s response was that she already knew about Him- just didn’t know his name.
Romans 1:20

“If a person lives up to the light of the revelation he has, God will provide for his hearing the gospel by some means or another.” John MacArthrur

Ezekiel 33:11- “As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live;”

2 Peter 3:9- “The Lord… is longsuffering to usward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”

Jeremiah 29:13- “And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.”

Because the Ethiopian was sincerely seeking God, the Holy Spirit sent Philip to witness to him. He was gloriously saved and baptized [Acts 8:6-39]

Cornelius was a “devout man, and one that feared God with all his house…and prayed to God always.” He was sent Peter to explain the Gospel. [Acts 10:2,44,48]

Lydia was a true worshiper of God when she heard the gospel [Acts 16:14]
Romans 1:21
The head of the department of evangelism for a major denomination in America said, “We don’t need to evangelize the people of the world who have never heard the message of salvation. We only need to announce to them that they’re already saved.”
Romans 3:25

Years ago a young man William Cowper was forced by his Dad to study Law. During the final exam he had a serious mental break down and tried to commit suicide. He was forced into an asylum for 18 months where all he had was a Bible. It was then that he read Romans 3:25, “When God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past…”  At that point he understood that it was not baptism, it was not good works or church membership that saves, but it is the precious blood of our Lord Jesus Christ and he was gloriously saved. 

Many years later at the age of 33, thinking back on that day when God had saved his wretched soul, he wrote:

 There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel’s veins;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains.


 The dying thief rejoiced to see that fountain in his day;
And there have I, though vile as he, washed all my sins away.


 Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood shall never lose its power
Till all the ransomed church of God be saved, to sin no more.


 E’er since, by faith, I saw the stream Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme, and shall be till I die.


 Then in a nobler, sweeter song, I’ll sing Thy power to save,
When this poor lisping, stammering tongue lies silent in the grave.

Romans 4

Abraham was first called of God when he lived in Ur of the Chaldeas [Gen. 11:31;15:7] This was a pagan and idolatrous city. It was an important commercial city, located on the lower Euphrates River. The Chaldeans were polytheistic (many gods) with their primary god being Nanna, the moon god. It is obvious that Abraham was reared in paganism, with even his father being an idolater [Josh. 24:2] When Abraham (Abram) was called by God, there is no reason in Scripture for him being chosen. It was simply the divine will of God. After God told him to leave his country and family, He made a covenant with him (Abrahamic Cov.) [Gen. 12:2-3] With no guarantee other than God’s word, he left all in faith, and went to Canaan. However, he only partially obeyed God in bringing along his father and Lot. [thus wasting 15 in Haran] His faith also floundered in that he went to Egypt during a famine instead of trusting God. Then he told pharaoh that his beautiful wife was his sister, thus dishonoring God. [Gen. 12] Next, instead of trusting God for his chosen seed, he followed the advice of his wife and committed adultery with Hagar in hopes of raising up a seed. He took matters into his own hands instead of trusting God. It backfired! (Gen. 16:1-15) This has caused great problems even to this day with Jews and Arabs. However, Abe always came back with faith in God. God miraculously gave him a son in Sarah’s old age and when asked to sacrifice his son Isaac, without question Abe went to slay his son. The faith in God that Abe showed was COUNTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
Romans 5:5
“With the longing to love, even the genuine desire to be godly is produced by the Holy Spirit. Whenever we sincerely aspire to righteous living, whenever we have an earnest desire to pray, whenever we yearn to study God’s Word, whenever we long to worship the Lord Jesus Christ with all our hearts, we know we are being led by the Holy Spirit.”  -  John MacArthur
Romans 6
· Sanctification -- Those who are holy in principle become holy in practice.  The key question is:  HOW?  How do we achieve this?

· If we have the wrong view of sanctification, we will swear that Jesus was wrong when He stated, my yoke is easy and my burden is light.



A.  Interpretations of sanctification: (somewhat simplistic/concise)
1. Self-reformation or self-change [liberals].

2. Sacramental process [Roman Catholic] -- we are being made righteous.

3. Holy Spirit baptism [Pentecostals, Assemblies of God] -- three instantaneous works - regeneration, sanctifying work, empowering work of the baptism which is normally accompanied by tongues.

4. An act of surrender [Keswick, - F.B. Meyer, Andrew Murray] -- three stages of sanctification:  1) positional - salvation;  2) experiential - comes through an act of surrender;  3) final.  They believe that one is saved by faith, and by a similar act of faith, one is sanctified.  The “normal” Christian life is sustained victory.

5. Gradual process -- a process which is effected by both us and the Holy Spirit.  There are two inclinations (not natures) in the believer:  a principle of sin (Rom. 6) and also a new life through regeneration.  Both these principles are active within us.  In a life-long process, we as Christians are cooperating with the Holy Spirit.

Romans 12: 9-21
II. Lifestyle in supernatural living - 12:9-21


A. Duty to self

· Love without hypocrisy- greatest virtue in Christian life is love
· Hate evil- “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil”
· Hold on to good- 


B. Duty to believers

· Love one another- 
· In hope prefer one another- We are to honor other believers by putting them first
· Not slothful in business- God will reward diligence [Heb. 6:10-12]
· Fervent in spirit- fervent means “boiling hot”
· Serve the Lord-word used for serve means a “bond-slave”
· Rejoice in hope- Without hope we would never survive [Matt. 25:21]
· Patient in tribulation- 
· Continue in prayer- tribulation will drive us to prayer
· Distribute to the needs of the saints- “distributing” means to share or have fellowship
· Hospitable- literally means “pursuing the love of strangers”

C. Duty to all people

· Bless them which persecute you- Supreme example is Jesus [Luke 23:34]
· Bless and don’t curse them- 
· Rejoice with those who rejoice- difficult when their happiness is at our expense
· Weep with those who weep- like Jeremiah (Jer. 9:1-3) and Jesus (Luke 19:41-44)
· Be of the same mind- [James 2:1-4,9] God is no repecter of persons [Rom. 2:11]
· Avoid pride/fellowship with humble- 
· Don’t be wise in you own eyes- our ngyansa should be found in God’s Word

D. Duty to enemies

· Don’t return evil for evil- “eye for eye” in OT was for civil justice, not personal revenge
· Provide things honest- Paul is not speaking of hidden feelings but of outward goodness
· Live at peace with all men- this is our responsibility; “As much as lieth in you”
· Don’t avenge yourself- We must leave room for the wrath of God
· Overcome evil with good- Quotes Proverbs 25:21-22; “coals of fire on his head” was an ancient Egyptian custom. When a person wanted to show public sorrow, they would carry a pan of burning coals on their head to show burning pain of guilt. If we love our enemies, we shame him for his hatred.
