Romans 9-11

· Jerry wants to accomplish three things: look at the purpose, give an overview, and deal with difficulties with these chapters. 

I. Purpose (3 Concerns)

A. A concern for Israel

1. God chose to work through the nation of Israel; made promises with Israel based on His own character (covenants)

2. Theological chronology in OT concerning God’s plan for Israel: God would bless Gentiles through nation of Israel. Paul intimates same thing in Ro.1:16. 

3. In Ro.3: What advantage is there in being a Jew? Seems as if it doesn’t matter. The tension that begins at this point is that it appears that God is not dealing with Israel anymore because the Gentiles are streaming in. That spons a lot of questions: is God done with Israel, is the church replacing Israel? 

B. Concern for us

1. If God has set aside Israel permanently, that means that God would not have kept His promises in OT. IF God did not keep His promises to Israel, how could I know that God will keep His promises for me

2. The issue of God’s faithfulness is so huge

C. Concern for God – MAJOR purpose of this section

1. If God doesn’t keep His promises, than God’s character has been besmirched

2. This section vindicates the character of God: despite the appearances, God will keep His promises and can be trusted.

II. Overview (3 Movements)

A. Chosen – 9: covenant of Abraham to first coming of Christ

B. Frozen – 10: Israel’s rejection of Messiah to rapture of church

C. Thawed –11: 70th week resumes God’s work with Israel; Israel saved through the preaching of 144,000, meet the criterion of Dt.28-30, Mt.12, and Messiah will return to establish His kingdom

Background to 9-11 begins in Genesis 12 (Abrahamic Covenant). Three key features are the land (Gen.15 – boundaries), seed, and universal blessing (through Abraham, all nations will be blessed). This promise was eternal in nature. Abrahamic Covenant is the key to understanding the OT. 

1. Land promise expanded in Palestinian Covenant (Deut.30:1-5). 

2. Seed expanded in Davidic Covenant (2 Sam.7:12-17). 

3. Universal blessing developed in New Covenant in Jer.31:31-34, Ez.36-37. 

Abrahamic Covenant is unconditional – God will see to it that these promises come to fruition. How does Israel experience these blessings? The answer is the Mosaic Covenant. IN Deut.28-30: If Israel abides by this covenant, they will experience blessings of Abrahamic Covenant. After 400 years without a prophet, JT Baptist comes on the scene and calls the nation to repent. Through the life of Christ, the nation rejected the Messiah. That led to the unfortunate circumstances in Mt.12, where the nation committed the unpardonable sin: that generation was put under judgment for rejecting the Messiah. Because of Israel’s rejection of Messiah, God began to work through a new entity – the church (born on the day of Pentecost). 

Paul uses 9-11 to explain that what was happening to Israel. 

III. Difficulties (3 Issues)

A. The hardening of Pharaoh’s heart. 

1. The biblical data – are we asking the wrong question?

a. Concept of hardening found frequently in OT (Deut.2:30, Josh.11:20 – God hardens Israel’s enemies; Is. – God hardened His covenant people)

b. Hard = to be heavy; spiritually, to be hardened means to be unresponsive or insensitive; a person who is stubborn and doesn’t respond to the promptings of God. 

c. God and Pharaoh hardened his heart 

2. We usually ask, “Who did the hardening first?” Answer: Irreverent! Spiritual hardening is form of divine judgment; God’s decision to harden people is directed against individuals who are already in rebellion against Him. 

3. Pharaoh was already guilty before the hardening occurred. God can use any kind of judgment He wants; people are guilty, not innocent. Some times God chooses to harden people, let them go in their sin – God hardening people is just a form of divine judgment. 

4. Jerry’s Suggestion: the contribution of Egyptian theology could be the key here!

a. It is common knowledge that Egypt was one of the most religious empires that ever existed. Also, one of the purposes of the plagues was to be a direct attack against Egypt’s gods. At least six times God says, “Then shall the Egyptians know that I am the Lord.”

b. Ancient Egyptian myth surrounding god Osiris. He was killed by his brother Set. Osiris was married to Isis and had a son named Horus, who wanted to avenge death of father. Horus magically brought his father to life again: he conquered death. The Egyptians took solace in the fact that Osiris to life again; given authority of underworld. Believed by Egyptian that when a person died, they would enter into a hall of judgment, where they would have to make a negative confession (to deny what they have done). In this hall of judgment, there was scales (heart in one, and feather in the other – feather = truth, heart = conscience. If heart were heavy, scales would be tipped, passed into judgment. If heart maintained equilibrium with feather, he would pass on into eternal life. 

c. Basically, hardening is the same as the other plagues – took something good and made it bad. 

B. Is confession a part of salvation – 10:9-10

1. Some religions have taught that there are multiple steps to salvation. Some say that there are five steps – one of these steps was confession; not only do you have to believe the gospel, you need to make a public confession

2. Confession doesn’t mean…It is a second step to be saved

3. The context is the answer to this question: in Romans 10, Israel is the primary entity. It points out that Israel had rejected the gospel. Part of their rejection of gospel was the rejection of Messiah. Confess means to “say the same thing as God say, to acknowledge something that is true.”

4. In a chapter dealing with Israel’s rejection of Messiah, this verse would indicate that they would have to change their viewpoint of who Jesus Christ was – they would have to acknowledge that he was who he said he was. 

C. Do we have to make Christ Lord in order to be saved – 10:9-13

1. Two schools of thought to Lordship salvation

a. No – all we have to do is have faith in Christ, believe the gospel

b. Yes – not only do we have to believe the gospel, but make Christ Lord of your life; you may have to give up certain habits (be willing, surrender everything to Christ). Do they have to make Christ Lord of their sin habits to be saved? 

2. First view is the correct one. Evidence…

a. Term Lord is a reference to deity (Cranfield’s commentary)

b. Title Lord Jesus Christ is simply giving to us the object of faith. 

c. What is the verb – believe! Doesn’t say, “make”. We don’t make him Lord, more than we make him Jesus or Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ is the object of our believe 

d. If that is not what Paul means, then why didn’t he bring this up sooner when he was laying out what salvation is?

e. He is Lord – we don’t have to make Him Lord. Not a part of salvation issue

