Romans 8

Introduction:

I. The Purpose of this Chapter:  “therefore” indicates that this is an inference; a deduction from something else.  “I would suggest that Romans 8 is a deduction from Romans 5.”  In Rom. 5, we stressed that Paul deals with two realms:  Adam and Christ.  Paul is forging a link between chapter 8 and chapter 5.  The inference of being in Christ is that there is therefore now no condemnation to you.  Paul could have skipped chapters 6 & 7, and it wouldn’t have affected the flow of his argument.

II. The Premise of Chapter 8 - verse 1.  “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.”  Verses 2-39 are going to be a commentary on this statement.

Each word is important:

· “Therefore” - forges a link with chapter 5.

· “No”: compound word that is stronger than the normal no.   occurs first in the sentence.  Paul is emphasizing this word the most.  

· “Now” - this indicates that a change has taken place…something now is true that didn’t used to be.

· “Condemnation” - essentially is the opposite of justification.  In justification, we are declared righteous.  In condemnation, we are declared guilty.  There is no possibility that we as believers will ever be declared guilty.  This does not, however, rule out judgment.  Judge means to evaluate.  Even though we won’t be declared guilty and sent to hell, our lives will still be evaluated at the judgment seat.

· “Those in Christ Jesus”

3rd Proof – free from the condemnation of the Law 8:2-3

4th Proof – the Characteristics of the saved and unsaved - 8;5-13
I. Three major sources of assurance

A. Bible

B. Witness of the Holy Spirit

C. A different outlook

1. In verses 5-8, Paul will make the point that there is a different outlook and way of thinking between the one “in the flesh” and “in the spirit.” “Mind… think” – used many times in these verses.

2. This outlook is a source of our assurance

II. Three assertions – vs.5-11

A. Roman believers are “in the spirit” – the realm in which the Spirit works

B. The body is dead because of sin – not dead TO sin, but BECAUSE of sin.

C. Future – they will one day be glorified.

III. Practical Conclusion – vs.12-13

A. Vs.12 Debtor – our obligation. 

B. If you live after the flesh, ye shall die… = what does Paul mean? Will they lose their salvation? NO. Life and death terminology refers to quality of life. He is telling them that if they chose to live after the flesh, they will die in the sense that their spiritual life will come to ruin. 

C. Living after the spirit – blessed by God; a quality of life.

Excurses: Mortification

· Be killing sin, or it will be killing you – John Owen. 

· The importance is what is at stake – we will live or die spiritually if we mortify the flesh or not.

A. Definition

1. Refers to the process of killing and weakening sin

2. As we try to drain the life blood of sin, we must be aware that…

a. Sin cannot be mortified immediately

b. Mortification is painful; that is why Jesus likened it to “plucking out an eye” or “cutting off a hand” (sermon on mountain)

c. Mortification requires stamina – that is why Paul uses so much sporting terminology in his writings

d. We must not be deceived as we mortify sin. “Deeds” in verse 13 speaks of intrigue or treachery. The point is that sin will change its tactics – sometimes it is quiet, or overwhelming – to trap you into its snare. 

B. How to Mortify Sin

1. There must be activity – normally, we have to continually deal with sin and beat it down; we can’t expect “instant mortification” 

2. Don’t look for substitutes for the real activity of mortification. “Don’t waste your breath trying to bind satan, because it won’t work – he won’t be bound until the millennium” – Jerry. Also, we cannot passively sit by expecting God to give us the victory. Victory is a joint effort – we must declare battle against sin, and the Holy Spirit will be the one who enables us to experience the victory!

3. This is possible – don’t give up; sin seeks to make us believe that we are a hopeless case

4. Develop an animosity toward sin – we will never kill it until we see it as our enemy.

5. Every sin has been defeated by someone – every temptation is common to man; someone has a handle on what I struggle with. 

6. God has promised a way of escape – ASK God what I can do to escape this temptation. Sometimes the best way to escape is not necessarily to do something spiritual per se, but maybe just to do something that involves activity (walk around – do something different; get out of the situation)

7. We may need to distance ourselves from certain people – By this, that does not mean that we should be monks or hermits; don’t cloister ourselves from the world and try to dwell in a Christian sub-culture. However, if certain people drag us down, separate ourselves from them

8. Don’t feed sin – be careful of what you read and watch. There is no difference between the reading and watching habits of Christians and non-Christians

9. Keep at a distance from sin – you have to have principles and standards; don’t worry about what people may call you (i.e. legalists). Those without standards will fall into sin’s traps. 

10. Lead a disciplined life – if you are not disciplined in any one particular area, it will affect every other area of your life

11. Deal with the first movements of sin – sometimes sin will begin very slowly, and we think we have a handle on it; as soon as we see sin stirring, we must, in the words of Barney Phife, NIP IT (not merely suppress it)

12. Beware of idle time. We need to relax (don’t feel guilty about that), but, beware of “alone time” – some of the most fertile soil for sin and temptation is cultivated when we are isolated

13. If we fail, deal with it immediately – don’t allow ourselves to wallow in self-pity for days. This does not mean that we should deal with sin quickly – get alone with God and really feel the guilt of sin; it is godly sorrow that leads to repentance. Remind yourself how good God is, and how horrible your sin is to Him.

14. Cultivate godliness – the positive aspect of mortification; don’t reinforce negative patterns in your mind, but replace these struggles with godly disciplines. 

15. Feed on God’s Word – read it, study it, think about it, memorize it

16. This is all done through the power of the Spirit – this means that the Christian life is a tandem effort between God and us. We are not called to do everything, but, as we work, God works (i.e Phil.2:13: as we work out our salvation, he works in us to will/do His good pleasure).

5th Proof – the Ministry of the Holy Spirit – 8:14-17

· In this section, he is going to talk about three ministries of the Holy Spirit

A. The leading of the Spirit – vs.14

1. How do I know God’s leading/will? As important as that is, that is not what Paul is talking about here.

2. “For” – he is explaining what he has just said about mortification: if we find within us the desire to mortify sin, then that is an evidence that God is leading us, for the natural man has no spiritual view of sin that God’s Word talks about. 

3. The Spirit leads us along in the mortification process

B. The adoption of the Spirit – vs.15

1. Adoption is not…

a. Universalism: everyone a child of God in the salvific sense

b. “Christians” becoming gods: ever since the beginning of time, Satan has tried to trick us in thinking we can become gods. “I am a little Messiah walking around the earth” – Benny Henn. 

2.   Adoption is…

a. The legal act of God by which He confers on us the status of an adult son

b. Placed into a family to which we did not naturally belong (see Romans 5 – born in Adam)

c. Frees us from our past – when a person was adopted into a new family, all his debts to his old family are cancelled. NO more obligations to the previous realm

d. We are given immediate rights now – the greatest right is that we have a heavenly Father who loves us

e. Gives us a future – the key idea here is vindication (5:9 – “called the sons of God” – He will publicly vindicate us in the eyes of all the world. 

C. The witness of the Spirit – vs.16-17

1. Vs.15b = Paul has been talking about adoption. Whereby refers back to Holy Spirit. It is by His work that we are able to cry, Abba, Father. The reason we do this is that the Spirit bears witness with our we are the sons of God

2. Adoption is objective; a legal transaction; not a feeling. The Spirit brings the subjective element by bearing witness with our spirit.

3. Witness – testifies to what is true

Excurses: Inheritance

I. Heirs of God

A. Normally, that is interpreted as God having an inheritance for us. We will receive something of God

B. Jerry suggests that Paul could be indicating that God is our inheritance – we inherit God! That is the pinnacle of what it means to be a child of God. Other verses to prove this concept would be…

1.   Gen.15 – I am thy exceeding great reward

2. Josh.13 – The Lord is their inheritance

3. Phil.1:23 

4. 2 Cor.5

II. Joint - Heirs with Christ (equally staggering)

A. Economic trinity – God’s heir is in Jesus Christ (cf.Dan.7, Rev.5) One of the things that God the Father grants Christ is to rule over the kingdoms of the world some day. Christ holds the little scroll – the title deed to reign 

B. We as Christians are joint – heirs with Christ; we will join Him in His reign. The more faithful we are to God here, the greater our reign will be with Christ as joint-heirs. We will reign with Him in His glory

Sixth Proof – We are Destined for Glory – Ro.8:18-25

· Paul will give a proposition in 18. IN 19-25, He will prove his proposition.

I. Proposition – vs.18

A. “I reckon”- settled conviction in chapter 6 – sound bite definition. The full definition of reckon: a firm conviction reached by rational thought on the basis of the gospel. 

1. A firm conviction – absolutely persuaded. 

2. Rational thought – not something that suddenly dawns on us; we only reach it with rational thought 

3. Based on the Gospel – laid out in the previous chapters.

B.  “Worthy to be compared” – one Greek word which talks about how something stacks up to something else. 

C. “Glory” – refers to something that is incomprehensible; synonyms include radiance, repute, brilliance, majesty, power. We are to shine as the sun, we do not merely want to see beauty, but we want to be united with beauty, to receive it, to become a part of it… when human souls have become perfect, then they will put on glory. – C.S. Lewis

D. “Shall be revealed” – picture is almost that of sitting in a theatre; waiting for the curtain to go up; the glory is ready, now we are waiting for it to come up

E. Three applications:

1. The Bible is realistic about the sufferings of life. 

2. Paul is offering a contrast, not a comparison. Oftentimes, people say the glory to come will exceed our current sufferings. When we make comparisons like that, we miss the point – there is no comparison. 

3. Life must be governed by this principle. This is what will keep us sane.

II. Explanation – vs.19-25

A. Coming glory of non-rational creation – vs.19-22

1. Vs.19: refers to the creature – two views of what Paul means by creature: all creation ever made. Creation in a stricter sense – this is correct! 

2. Aspects about creation: 

a. It is waiting for something: eager expectation (to stretch the head away from – it is craning to see something… it is virtually standing on tiptoes trying to get a glimpse of something.

b. The manifestation of the sons of God: future day to which he has alluded to in 18, when we will be in the glory of God

c. Subject to vanity: vanity refers to something that is ineffective, frustrating, doesn’t reach its goal, a state of futility. 

d. Not of its own will: the creation didn’t do anything to deserve this vanity. The question therefore in verse 20 is who is the him that subjected the creation to vanity. Three possible interpretations: Adam, devil, God – correct. Remember, subject is a judicial action

e. It was subjected in hope

f. It will be delivered (cf. Is.11, 35)

B. Coming glory of the believer – vs.23-25

1. First fruits – Holy Spirit is a down payment of what is to come. 

2. Adoption – he is pointing out that though legally all things are ours, we do not fully enter into them into the future. 

3. Redemption of the body – bodies will be changed. 

Seventh Proof -- The Intercession of the Holy Spirit -- 8:26-27

1.  The Holy Spirit helps us.  This has the idea of one who comes along beside us and helps us.

2.  Because of our weakness.  “He helpeth our infirmities.”  The word “infirmities” does not have reference to sin.  Rather, it is talking about our weakened, infirmed condition in which we live in a fallen world.  A.T. Robertson -- “The Holy Spirit lays hold of our weakness along with us…like two men carrying a log…”

3.  He helps us in the area of prayer.  “for we know not what we should pray for as we ought.”  The issue is not a question of how to pray, but of what to pray.  Maybe we don’t have all the facts; maybe we cannot see the future; we don’t understand the situation.  There is an ignorance here about what to pray for and the Holy Spirit comes to our aid.

4.  At times, the Spirit will pray for us.  “…but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.”  When we don’t know what to pray for the Holy Spirit will step in and will pray on our behalf.  He will approach the throne of grace for us.  This is the meaning of intercession.  The crux of interpretation here is, “who is doing the groaning?”  Some argue that it cannot be the Holy Spirit.  Paul has been laying out a parallel…the creation groans, the believer groans, the Holy Spirit groans.

5.  This intercession is effective.  This is his point in v. 27.  The Father knows the mind of the Spirit; the Spirit knows the mind of the Father -- thus, His intercession for us will always be effective.  The Holy Spirit knows exactly what to pray for.

Eighth Proof -- Salvation is the Work of God -- 8:28-30

1.  We know that all things work together for good -- 8:28.  

a.  “Know” -- this is the hook-word that connects this section with that which has just preceded.  Paradox:  A Christian is not a person that knows everything.  While I may not know everything; while I may be uncertain about some things, there are other things about which I am absolutely certain.  Satan comes and causes us to doubt God’s love; God’s wisdom; etc…  We can admit that we don’t know everything, but one thing we do know for certain is that He is working all things together for our good.

b.  “Work together” -- Paul does not mean that everything is good or even tends to good.  What he does mean is that God will take everything and will arrange it and work it so that He eventuates it to work for our good in the end.

c.  “Good” -- We must be careful to define goodness in God’s terms; not ours.  The good to which God is working is the conforming of us to the image of Christ.  This is the thing that will bring us peace and joy and ultimate rest in the presence of God.  Stonemason on cathedral - Points to a triangular opening high up on the cathedral…“I am preparing this stone down here so that it will fit up there.”

1)  Good/good -- good deeds with good motives.

2)  Bad/good -- good things done for wrong motives.

3)  Bad/bad -- bad deeds for the sake of being bad.

4)  Good/bad -- primarily what Paul is talking about here.  Bad things happen to us, and they are bad;  Christianity does not deny the existence of evil, but, those bad things are good because God takes them and makes them good so that they ultimately issue in our profit.

· Romans 8:28 is one of the great skyscrapers of the NT; therefore, it must have something incredibly strong that is undergirding it.  

2.  The basis upon which all works for good -- (The Golden Chain of Salvation) --8:29-30.  Composed of five unbreakable links:

a.  Foreknowledge - He knows who will come to faith.

b.  Predestination - those who come to faith; their destiny is to be conformed to the image of Christ.

c.  Calling - refers to the call of the Gospel to which they respond.

d.  Justification - means to declare righteous.

e.  Glorification - refers to our ultimate destiny.

The Ninth Proof:  The Character of God -- 8:31-34

· “If God be for us, who can be against us?”  -- Lead thought of this passage

· Paul asks a series of unanswerable questions.

a.  If God be for us, who can be against us? (v. 31)  The church is opposed by a worldly system; unbelievers; Satan…  However, God is for us.  This is an idiom related to God’s power -- nothing can overcome God; nothing is greater than Him.

b.  How shall He not with Him freely give us all things? (v. 32)  This is an appeal to God’s kindness.  

c.  Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? (v. 33)  This is an appeal to God as Justifier.  Paul is drawing for us here a courtroom scene…our case is being tried, and Paul invites anyone in the courtroom to come forward and accuse us.  Initially, this is a scary thought, because there are a lot of legitimate accusations that could be brought against us.  God, who knows everything, could accuse us.  It is God who justifies, therefore, it is irrelevant what the accusation may be.  It is God’s verdict.

d.  Who is he that condemneth? (v. 34)  This pictures God as Judge.  We continue in the courtroom setting.  Paul is intimating that someone might come forward and cite an obscure law in the books showing our guilt…this wouldn’t matter, because it is God that judgeth.  No accusation will stand because:  1) It is Christ who died.  2)  Christ rose again - there is nothing special about dying; everybody dies.  What separates Jesus’ death is that He rose from the dead.  This indicates that His death was different.  This indicates that God has accepted His sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  3)  Christ is interceding.  Without Christ’s present intercession, we would never arrive safely in heaven.  

The Tenth Proof:  The Love of Christ -- 8:35-39

·  A series of possible separators from the love of Christ.

A. Tribulation - idea of pressing or pressure.  The reference here is to a threshing sledge.  This would be carried across wheat to separate grain from chaff.
B. Distress - idea of confinement.  There are a lot of people who are distressed over confining circumstances.  Even in confining circumstances, these cannot separate us from the love of God. 

C. Persecution – idea of relentless pursuit. Refers to someone who is chasing us and trying to do us wrong
D. Famine 
E. Nakedness – not a reference to immorality, but a connection with famine – needs we have that are not met (clothes)
F. Peril – danger
G. Sword – to this point, Paul has intimated physical danger, but this is the climax of it. The sword is a reference to martyrdom. Christian message is intolerant and exclusive
H. Death – it is frightening; whatever death we face, it cannot be so frightening that it cannot separate us from God’s love
I. Life – no matter how bad your life may seem

J. Spirit world – nothing demonic can wrest us from God’s hand

K. Time – no mention of the past. 

L. Powers – any kind of power
M. Height or depth – anything in space
N. Fill in the blank – answers the smart alek’s in the audience by filling in the blank
- Ro.8: No condemnation, no separation!
