12:1 – 15:13: The Righteous Lifestyle of the Justified Sinner

· Divine revelation demands response. If God has revealed Himself, we are obligated to respond – it must alter our lifestyle. 12-15 is how we should live in light of our justification. 

· Answers the question, “How shall we THEN live?”

I. Lifestyle with believers – 12:1-13

A. Consecration – vs.1-2

1. Reason this is interesting is that he puts this first – why? We will not do anything else unless we are personally consecrated to God.

2. We will never be successful living out 12-15 until we are consecrated to God

3. Ex. Eph.5 – In marital problems, begin with 5:18 – be filled with the Spirit – that is the head of the section. We will never be able to do anything in the home until we are filled with the Spirit. We cannot love our wives/ raise our children until we are filled with the Spirit. 

B. Aspects of Consecration

1. Beseech – one of the apostle’s favorite words (used over 50x). “to call alongside;” sense of encouragement or coaching (ex. Bobby Knight – Jerry’s favorite coach – not the coaching metaphor that Paul is using here). Persuasive, gentle, authoritative pushing. 

2. Basis – the mercies of God. Mercy is a loving response prompted by misery. Ro.1-3, we are in a miserable condition; yet, despite our sin, God sent His Son to provide salvation. Plural mercies a reference to all of God’s graciousness in previous 11 chapters. Count Zinzendorf – when he was growing up in Austria, he went up into a church and was impressed with a painting of Chrsit taken on the cross: “all this I have done for thee, what hast thou done for me?” As he stared at this picture for hours, he bowed done, started weaping – the Christ that had saved him had now conquered his heart. That is what Paul is talking about – has His love conquered our hearts?

3. Nature of this consecration – what is it like, cost, what are we to do?

a. Present = to place alongside; the idea here is that we place ourselves at God’s disposal for whatever He wants. This is very difficult to do – it is hard to come to the point to say “I want what God wants.” This is difficult because we want to do what we want to do. We have our agenda. 

b. Bodies = physical bodies; eyes, hands, feet, minds. 

c. Sacrifice = Image of sacrifice implies that it will cost us something; we may as well be ready for that upfront. It is hard to be a disciple – Jesus made it intentionally hard to be his disciple. We must be executed to ourselves (cross). Are we willing for the ultimate sacrifice? “Beauty like Mt. Everest will take you to Nepal, but only the love of Christ will keep you there” – missionary to Nepal

d. Reasonable = logical; consecrating ourselves to God is the only logical, rational decision; only coherent response.

4. Elaboration: vs.2

a. Hindrance – be not conformed to this world. Conformed refers to something that is external; pressure from without – his point is that if a Christian if conformed to the world, that is not a true expression of what he really is. Internally, we are partakers of the divine nature – the only way we conform to this world is by taking on something that is external. World = referring to worldly system headed by the devil that is opposed to God. 

Excurses: Worldliness

Worldliness = clearly, we are not to be worldly. Two extremes: interpret freedom in Christ to mean that we can do anything we want to do, or those who live by this “inspired” list of rules and that by keeping them, they will be spiritual. Both are wrong. We can do all the right things and not be right with God. On the one hand, we have to have standards – the Bible is filled with standards, do’s and don’ts. The concern is that we must not stop with our list – if we do, we are going to fall into worldliness – we must be transformed by the renewing of the mind. Paul is defining worldliness as how we thing – being worldly has to do with the thinking process that leads to a certain type of behavior. “The Compromised Church” – David Wells. Church has become worldly when it believes that guilt can be resolved in counseling. Church begins thinking by the world. When it offer the Christian faith as a means of finding wholeness instead of holiness; feelings for truth; entertainment for preaching; consumption of customers, more about success than faithfulness, size than health, fun for worship. We are worldly when we think like the world thinks. 

b. Antidote – be ye transformed: refers to something internal. Change that takes place from inside out. Based on what we are should work out form inside a transformation. How are we transformed – by the renewing of our mind: we must think like the Bible does. As we start thinking God’s thoughts, that will transform us and prevent us from thinking as the world thinks, which leads to a holiness of life and consecration to God. 

· If I consecrate my life to God, what will this renewed mind look like? How will I know if I have a renewed mind?

C. An example of the renewed mind – vs.3-8

1. The command – 12:3

a. Think 3x – rightly about ourselves; not an inflated opinion of ourselves

2. Spiritual gifts – 12:4-8

a. One way we are seen to have a right view of ourselves is to see our role in the body of Jesus Christ. 

b. Illustration of a renewed mind is to see 

Excurses: Spiritual Gifts

· Definition: A God given ability to serve the body of Christ

· Sovereignty Given – the Holy Spirit determines what gifts we have; we do not make that choice

· Every Christian has at least one gift. 

· Not every Christian has every gift

· We receive our spiritual gift at the moment of salvation

· Spiritual gifts are given to benefit the body; they are not intended for private use

· Giftedness does not guarantee spirituality – I Cor.1. 

· We are accountable for how we use the gift God has given to us – this could be part of the judgment seat

· Spiritual gifts and the commands of the Bible – some people might think that they are off the hook for doing things because they do not have the gift. They are wrong. A command is a command, regardless of our giftedness. All are under the commands. 

· How can I know my gift? 

1. Follow Romans 12:1-2: if we are not serious to consecrate ourselves to God, our gifts are merely a moot point

2. Be aware of the gifts: listings are found in Ro.12, I Cor.12, Eph.4. 

3. Be active – much easier to determine our gifts when we are busy in a local church. 

4. Develop what you enjoy – be careful, because some people enjoy doing things that they are not gifted. In general, if you enjoy doing something, Do It: that is probably an evidence that you are gifted in this area

5. Get counsel – as we are active, people will be able to help us out a little bit; they can see what we can’t see. 

Excurses: The Gifts of Romans 12

I. Prophecy

A. In the Bible, a prophet had to: 

1. Deliver a message that met a local need, or 

2. Predict regarding the future – that would validate that his other messages could be trusted. 

3. Deut.18 – criterion by which God could judge a prophet – all his prophecies, with 100% accuracy, had to come about. 

4. The prophet received direct revelation from God

B. The gift of prophecy is not functioning today because no one is receiving direct revelation from God

C. No one can pass the Biblical litmus test for prophets

II. Ministry

A. Term is the word from which we get the word deacon

B. This would refer to any general area of service – concern to meet the needs of other people

III. Teaching

A. Communicates the truth of the Bible

B. Ability to explain, apply the Bible

IV. Exhortation

A. Encouraging others

B. Most likely a link between teaching and exhortation

V. Giving

A. Jerry used to say that it was people who were compassionate to those less fortunate

B. Poor people are generally more giving than rich people are

C. Generosity, wanting to share with others what we have. 

VI. Ruling

A. Elsewhere, he is referring to ruling in the church

B. Gift of administration, government in the local church

C. Some may be great in the world but horrible in the church

VII. Mercy

A. A compassionate attitude toward others

B. Helping people in a pitiful condition

II. Lifestyle with unbelievers – 12:14-21

III. Lifestyle in the state – 13:1-7

IV. Lifestyle with one’s neighbor – 13:8-14

V. Lifestyle with the weak and strong – 14:1-15:13

Interpretation

· In this issue, Paul is going to be dealing with how Christians relate to each other when it comes to nonessentials (not doctrinal areas or areas clearly wrong).  

A. Exhortation to bear with each other (aka – the folly of judging one another) – 14:1-12

1. To groups: weak (Jewish Christians finding it difficult to get out of Jewish law requirements) and strong (Gentile Christians who understood the full implications of Christian liberty)

2. First example: meet - Jewish believers thought they could not eat certain meet under the Mosaic law

3. Second example: Jewish believers believed that certain days should be observed – Gentiles did not believe this was the case

B. Evil of offending one another – 14:13-23

1. The meaning of stumbling block – referred to something that causes someone to trip or impede their progress. Spiritually speaking, something that slows down one’s spiritual development. 

2. Two stages of offense

a. Grieved – something that causes pain. 

b. Destroyed – one’s spiritual walk. 

Application for Christian Liberty

1. Somebody will always be offended – no matter what we do or don’t do. The question is: is this passage teaching that this person should control my life? NO! We cannot live to be dominated by other people. On one hand, we have these bigoted, angry immature people who criticize everything. 

2. We are dealing with a weaker brother – one who is immature in the faith. He needs to be lovingly guided into the truth. “Flaunt” – we shouldn’t flaunt things in front of a weaker brother (i.e. TV)

3. Define legalism – Jerry’s definition: the wrong use of rules. What will happen is if we have a set of standards, some will call us legalists. It is not the presence of rules; it is the wrong use of rules. Jews were legalists – had Mosaic law, but used it for salvation. 

4. The issues are AMORAL: not right or wrong. We cannot argue things that are sinful. If God has already spoken about it, then this is not an issue. 

5. The heart is important: we must have external guidelines, but ultimately, we are after a change of heart. We need to explain to people WHY Biblically we have our rules – this will change someone’s heart, not merely conform them to externals

6. Preferences vs. Right and Wrong

7. Scriptural support to prove what is right and wrong. If we don’t, then what we are holding onto is a preference

8. Don’t be judgmental

9. The strong may have to forgo some things for the sake of the weak. 

10. Don’t do anything that will hinder our spiritual growth – the weights of Heb.12:1

11. Maintain a clear conscience. 

