Pneumatology

I. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit


baptism -- comes from bapto "to dip" or "to immerse"



   -- the primary sense of the term though has to do with the change of identity 

or identification



*used in the fuller's trade to indicate a piece of fabric which has been died to a 

different color


A. Definition: the non-experiential, unrepeated work of the Holy Spirit at regeneration in 

all believers which identifies them with Christ and with each other


B. Is non-experiential in the sense that it is not accompanied by emotion - is a positional 

truth


C. Is unrepeatable - happens once at regeneration


D. Is true of every Christian - I Cor 12:13, "you have all been baptized into Christ"  

[some of the most pitiful Christians of that day]


E. Identifies the person with the body of Christ


F. Is one of the works of the Holy Spirit 


G. In the OT there is no Spirit baptism. In the Gospels Spirit baptism is predicted [Matt 

3:11; Mk 1:8; Lk 3:16; Jn 1:33; Acts 1:5; Jn 7]. In Acts the historic fulfillment to the Gospel prophesies is recorded. In the Epistles we have the doctrinal explanation of Spirit baptism [Rom 6; I Cor 12].


H. It is better to speak of baptism by the Spirit rather than baptism in the Spirit - 

Pentecostals and others of a similar persuation will acknowledge the baptism by the Spirit, but will insist on a second instance where we are baptized in the  Spirit [indicating a special sphere of power and feeling and experience]



- in the NT the preposition is always the same, there is no distinction of by, in, or 

of the Spirit -- it is therefore best to remain consistent


I. It is best to distinguish between the baptism and the other works of the Spirit


J. Nobody in the Bible is ever commanded to be baptized in the Holy Spirit

II. The Filling of the Spirit


A. Negatives



1. Must not confuse the filling with the baptism -- done by Torrey and others




six distiction between the two





1. Baptism occurs once, filling can be repeated





2. Baptism is non experiential, filling is an experience which can 

be demonstrated objectively





3. Nobody is commanded to by baptized by the Spirit, but we 

are commanded to be filled





4. The baptism is true of all Christians, the filling is not





5. The results are different: baptism results in identification





6. The conditions are different: baptism is by faith, filling is not a 

faith issue



2. Not to be confused with the indwelling of the Spirit



3. Not the sealing of the Spirit



4. Not the witness of the Spirit


B. The meaning developed



1. We have to recognize the three categories of filling in the Bible




a. An endowment for a particular office or ministry - John the Baptist, 

Saul by Ananias, the descent of the Spirit at Christ's baptism




b. When a person is temporarily equipped with unusual power at a 

specific moment - used frequently in Acts [ch 4 - Peter, church; ch 7:55 - Stephen; ch 13 - Paul and the sorcerer].
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c. Refers to a person who is mature and godly, a person who, through 

the enabling of the HS, is living in obedience to the Word of God and producing the fruit of the Spirit [Eph 5:18].





1. Acts 11 - Barnabas --"righteous man full of the Spirit"





2. Central passage: Eph 5:18






tense of "fill" in Eph 5:18 refers to its present relation to 





time -- something that should be characteristic of the 





believer





3. Voice of fill in Eph 5:18 --[refers to how the subject is related 





to the action] passive voice = subject is recipient of the 





action





4. Mood of "fill" in Eph 5:18 --[has to do with potential of 





something being done or not being done] imperitive = 





we are told or commanded to do





How can there be a passive voice and an imperitive mood? The 





filling of the Spirit is dependent on God and man = we 





must read, pray, and obey.  God is working in us to will 





and to do of His good pleasure.





5. The word filled -- many interpret "control"; not a good 





interpretation though it is linguistically possible.  It 





suggests too passive of an idea.  A better way of looking 




at it is "having the idea of something that permeates us, 




or a sphere of influence in which we place ourselves."





6. People today who are 100 % sincere are looking for the place 





where the Holy Spirit works -- the realm where we find 





the HS, where He works, where we can come under His 





powerful influence is the Word of God [compare Col 





3:15-16 (active side)(how) with Eph 5:18-19 (passive 





part)(what God will do)]

Consequences / Results of being Spirit filled.

1. Edification -- speak to yourselves (speak to one another: to others in the church)

2. Worship -- sing and make melody in our heart to the Lord

3. Thankfulness -- for all things

4. Submission -- submit yourselves one to another

Note: none deal with tongues, etc.  All deal with other people

III. Sealing 


the are two major issues:



1. When does it occur?




a. Moment of salvation?




b. Some point subsequent to salvation?




Eph 1:18 -- moment of salvation is best interpretation



2. What is it?




a. Many variety of uses of word seal




b. General agreement of three major ideas of the sealing of the Spirit





1. Authenticated something -- made it legitimate (I Cor 9)





2. Show ownership -- brands on slaves





3. Denotes protection -- security (144,000 sealed during 






Tribulation)




c. God gives us the HS, authenticating us as His children, and is His seal 




of protection

IV. Witness 


Has to do with assurance and the perception of something.


How does the Spirit bear witness to our salvation?


difference between security and assurance: security is from God's viewpoint, assurance is 

from ours.


Two ways looking at it...



1. Direct and immediate



2. Indirect and mediated -- the one often talked of by people, inductive, 



-- mediate and direct comes directly from HS, and is not rational.  It is something 


that we feel.


Definition: is an inner consciousness, a God-given conviction, a feeling, a sense, an 


experience given to us directly by the HS that we are a beloved child of God. 


Passages:



1. Eph. 3:13-21 -- 




a. Paul offers a prayer for the Ephesians




b. Would be granted according to the riches in glory to be strengthened 




in the inner man by the Spirit




c. That Christ may dwell in your hearts -- be at home with all grace




d. Ephesians were saved already




e. Prayed for an added experience



2. Romans 5:5 -- 




a. Hope maketh not ashamed because . . . 




b. The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the HS which is given 




unto us.





-- God's love for us, not our love for God





-- shed abroad: something that is profuse and extravagant





-- in our hearts: refers to something that is in the depths of our 





being, permeates us



3. Romans 8:16 --




a. Spirit beareth witness that we are God's children




b. The spirit comes along side my spirit and bears his witness to my 




testimony




c. Sometimes comes when we are alone reading the Bible




d. Sometimes we are not  even reading the Bible




e. Sometimes during a service, or communion service


Directions. . . 



1. Not something that will come until we are mature in the Christian life -- make 



sure you are growing and maturing



2. Must spend some meaningful time in God's presence -- a continual 




consciousness of God's presence



3. Realize our greatest enemy is not the gross sins, but the trivialities of life.

V. Intercession


Central passage: Romans 8:26-27


A. Helpeth -- refers to someone who comes along side another and helps carry their load


B. Infirmities -- has to do with our weaknesses: not referring to sin, rather to our fallen 


condition


C. Prayer -- where we need help, not telling us how to pray, rather, for what to pray


D. Will pray for us -- during times when we do not know what to pray [debated 



greatly][very interpretive]


E. Effective -- always!

Other things to look at . . .


1. Procession of HS -- deals with function withing the Trinity


2. HS relationship concerning interpreting the Bible - not cognitive, but perceptive


3. The sin unto death - specific sin against the HS


4. Spiritual gifts -- defining them


5. Blasphemy of the HS - cannot be committed today, was a national sin, not personal, 


could only be committed by 1st century Israel
