OBADIAH

Introduction

I.   Writer

· “servant of the Lord”- In the OT, 13 men are named Obadiah, who wrote it? No one knows. Doesn’t effect the interpretation.

II.  Date (3 views)

· Most difficult OT book to date (we don’t know which Obadiah) 

1) 585 or shortly after- events in the book deal with judgment of Israel 

2) 743-728: book is a reaction to the defeat of Ahaz by the Philistines (2 chron. 28) 

3) 848-841: book written during reign of Jehoram (2 kings 8; 2 chron. 21) this would make Obadiah earliest prophet in the OT

III. Message/Purpose

Obadiah presents a message of judgment on Edom and the nations in order to show that those nations who are hostile to the Kingdom program will be judged by God

IV. The Edomites


Mal. 1- Jacob was the promised line of blessing. Esau was not. the Line of Jacob produced Jesus. Edom produced the Herod’s. Both ruled over Jerusalem. Though Israel will be judged, they will be destroyed, Edomites will come to utter destruction. Obadiah tells us how this will take place. They live in a town called Petra. proud, self-reliant. Esau had no time for the promises of God. This caused some of the hostility between them. unnaturally violent towards Israel. Hated them. A true Christian can be an Edomite.


A. Early history



* Eldest son of Isaac. Name means “red”


B. Culture



* shortage of water, not easy to grow much. Edom had great fortresses.

C. Political structure



* Gen. 36 gives some evidence there was some monarchial establishment


D. Economy



* controlled 70 strip of the Kings highway. This went between Edom and Moab. 


They apparantly took some kind of toll. Known for metal working abilities. Copper smelting.


E. Religion



* Poytheistic


F. Literacy



* Not very literate 


G. Relations with Israel



-hatred: this began with the Jacob and Esau incident (also Ex. 15; Num 20: the king of 



Moab would not let them pass)


-controlled by Israel



-rebellion: against Israelite control

H. Edom's decline and absorption

· continued to consist until 70 A.D.
· The question is, what will happen of Edom; Some of the prophecies indicate that Edom will appear in the future. Two possible scenarios.

1. They will somehow be rebuilt and restored at some future point

2. as representative of God’s enemy (hullinger view)

Exposition

I.  A pronouncement of doom on Edom to give hope to Judah that all of her enemies will 

    one day be destroyed: 1-9


A. A call to the nations: 1-2



* God is summoning the nations to see what He is going to do to the nations. He will utterly destroy them. v.2- “Behold, I have made thee strong”- future verb

B. The pride of Edom: 3-4



* focuses on the main sin of Edom- her pride. “Pride” means to “boil up”. Edom is like bubbles at the top of water that are empty and pop. There is no substance to her. vs.4- he likens Edom to an eagle. She may build her home high, but she is no unasailable to God.

C. The riches of Edom will be stolen: 5-6



* likens it to “thieves and grapegatherers”. when people rob others, they always leave something. There will be nothing left with Edom during this destruction.

D. External alliances will not help: 7



* Betrayal was dispicable during this time. yet this is what their alliance will do to them.

E. Internal wisdom will not help: 8-9



* God will destroy the wise men. Edom had rep. for being somewhat wise. yet the wise men will be destroyed.
II. A list of the sins of Edom to show God's justification for its destruction: 10-14


A. Violent acts toward Judah: 10


B. Edom did not help Judah: 11


C. Edom gloated over Judah's destruction and stole from her when vulnerable: 12-

                 13


 D. Edom captured and killed those who were trying to escape: 14



* “crossway” only used twice in OT. Refers to a fork in the road. This is a point in history in which the Edomites killed some Israelites who were trying to escape. It could refer to            (2 Kings 8; 2 Kings 20) or Neb. rule in 596
III. Edom as a picture of all those who try and oppose God and his people: 15-16


* Edom is rep. of anyone who opposes God.*****
IV. Though Edom and the nations will be judged Israel will be restored and blessed: 17-   

      21


A. The remnant will be restored and experience holiness: 17


B. Israel will be used by God as a tool of judgment on Edom: 18


C. Israel will be given its rightful land: 19-20


D. God's kingdom will dominate the nations: 21

Excursus #17: can a Christian be an Edomite? A suggested application from Hebrews 12


The entire book of H. was written to Christians. They were being persecutee. through there baptism they had seperated them selves from fellow jews. They experienced physical abuse but no martyrdom yet. There seemed to be no end in sight. They were not growing in faith. There Christian life was stagnant. Some of them even thought about aposticying back to Judasim so the persecution would stop. They were continually warned not to do this in the book of Hebrews.  Hebrews 12 uses Esau as an example. esau was the father of the Edomites. (Gen. 25) This tells the story of two brothers. The were very different. One hunted the other hunted. Jacob sold his birhtright. the birthright had to do with the administrator of the theocracy. tHere was a prominatn individaul whom the promise was given throught. It had been Abe, then Moses. It should have been Aberaham, Isaaac, Esau. But he despised his birthright.

* The Bible calls Esau a fornicator- comes form “pornos”. many have thought that Esau was sexually immoral. This doesn’t seem to fit. Behind the act of fornication, is the desire to fulfill there fleshly, selfish desires. The gratification Esau sought was through food. Therefore, a fornicator is more interested to fulfill fleshly desire over the spiritual desires. These people who wanted aposticize from Judaism were like fornicators in that they were more concerned with fleshly desires over spiritual.

* 12:17- the birthright- Esau exchanged his inheritance for a morsal of food. and there is always an exchange that takes place. Inheritance in Hebrews to the future. In the Bible there are two types of inheritances. There is the inheritance that every Christian gets. There is also an inheritance that are conditional on how we live. This must be earned (Sermon on the Mount, I Cor. 5,9, 2 Peter 1) This can be lost through disobedience.


* Hebrews 12: 17- Esau’s condition was irreversable. It was lost. Though he shed tears. Just like the generation of Kadesh-Barnea, who could not enter into the promised land, Esau could not get the inheritance. There is inheritance that we will lose when we disobey. 

