By Jim Ghnaeim

. the negative example: 11-15

1. the repetition – 11

2. Cain –12 – He slew his brother – literally to cut one’s throat, used in LXX refers to the killing of sacrificial animals, Use in NT – Christ being slain

3. the world – 13

What is the connection between Cain and the world (2)

1. 1st Connection: The spiritual state of Cain – if John is saying that hatred between to brothers is unexpected if can was saved.  If however, Cain was unsaved, then he is the prototype.

2. He may be saying that you shouldn’t pattern your love after the world because it will hate your.

· We should not be surprised, when the world hates us.

· The world hated Christ because he was righteous, not because he was good.  The world has not problem with goodness, the world has much problem with righteousness.  

            Good = humanitarian deed

            Righteous = making a distinction between morally right and morally wrong

                       The reason that the world hates righteousness is because we do not measure up.

             Note:  Let’s make sure we are hated for our righteousness.

                          4) the application – 14-15




-“we” = believing community




- “know” = we need to be careful when interpreting synonyms – ginosko 

       and oida.   Both can be intellectual, experiential, perceive, 

       realizing something, 

· Raymond Bound, “impossibility of a sharp distinction”

- “from death unto life” = when we as believers love the brethren, we have experienced at that moment, the passage from death to life. 

Validations

1. 14b – He that does not love his brother is being controlled by death.

2. the word, “abide” – in Johannine literature, it is a fellowship and communion term.  When we abide in Christ we are experiencing and fellowshipping in the life of God.  The reverse is truth, when we abide in death, we are communing with the things of death.

3. A person who does not love his brother is abiding in the sphere of death.

                        b. the positive example: 16-18

                           vs. 16 – example of love: the atonement = gave himself as our substitute.  The 

                                         sense is living in a sacrificial way.

                           Vs. 17 – “shutting up bowls of compassion” = a person who does not Christian  

                                           love is locking up his sympathies.





2. Conditions

1. We must be aware of a person’s need – vs. 16

2. We must have the ability to meet the need – vs. 17

                           Vs. 18 – love in deed and in truth.

          c. the problem of a condemning heart: 19-24 

· A heart that is too sensitive, that is overly rigid

· The connection w/ verse 18

1. deed = do something

2. truth = in keeping with the truth, accordance with the truth

              truth refers to the sacrificial meeting of needs.

· An explanation of 19-20

· If we are loving according the truth that we just talked about, it will quiet our hearts, but sometimes we are still loving and our heart will still condemn us.  If our heart does condemn us, than God is greater than our heart, he has more knowledge than our fallen heart does. 

