MICAH
Introduction

I.   Authorship


* Micah- shortened form of “Micaiah”- which means- Who is like God.

II.  Date


* prophecied during the 8th century. During Jothan, Ahaz and Hezekiah. Contemporary with Isaiah.

III. Message and Purpose


* similar to other prophets.

Micah presents three cycles of doom/hope messages in order to show that the nation would be judged for her violation of the Law but would be blessed in the future under the reign of the Messiah thus providing hope for the remnant

IV. Distinctive features (4)

1. He was concerned with civil rights (social violations with the covenant- part. the ruling class.)
2. Speaks of Messiah. He predicts his birthplace, lineage, origin, future reign, Davic King.

3. Primarily poetic. Uses Hebrew language as brilliantly as any other prophet.

4. Quoted once in the Old Testament, and twice in the N.T. In the O.T., he is quoted in Jer. 6. Micah is quoted twice in N.T. Matthew 2 speaks of Micah 5:2. Jesus quotes Micah 3:6 in Matthew 10:35-36.

Exposition

I. The first doom/hope message: 1:1—2:13


A. Introduction: 1:1



* Concerned Samaria and Jerusalem

B. Judgment: 1:2—2:11



1. the declaration of judgment in a court setting: 1:2-7



2. the lament over judgment: 1:8-16




* Not uncommon in ancient Near East. This showed great sorrow and mourning. He is 


going to mimic these animals.




* vs.10- “tell it not to Gath”- this was a major Philistine city. “Gath” means “tell”. We 



can see the word play hear.




* vs. 11- Zena- means “to come out”




* vs. 12- Maroth- similar in sound to word which means “deliverance”[Documents of 



O.T. times]


3. the reason for judgment: 2:1-11




a. the woe oracle: 2:1-5

· This is “taliocic justice”. God is going to reverse the judgment on those who were persecuting the poor.




b. the judgment on the leaders:2:6-11


C. Salvation—the remnant gathered: 2:12-13

· Likens Israel to a sheep hold or a pen. It is noisy. There will be joy and rejoicing in Jerusalem for the joy that was brought.
· vs. 13- The Shepherd (messiah) will overcome obstacles in order to bring them back. He will not only be shepherd but king

II. The second doom/hope message: 3:1—5:15


A. Judgment: 3:1-12



1. condemnation on the rulers: 3:1-4



2. condemnation on the false prophets: 3:5-8

· “bite at the teeth”- being paid for what they want to hear



3. condemnation on all the leaders: 3:9-12


B. Salvation: 4:1—5:15


1. the kingdom established: 4:1-5 (far view)

· Begins in verse one by talking about the last days. In the new testament, the “last days” are talking about the far future of Israel.

1. Mount Zion will return to a place of prominence (mountain often refers to a kingdom). it will be the chief of all mountains

2 The nations will acknowledge the superiority of Messiah.

3.
  The Messiah will be the global judge ( He will settle disputes among other nations)

4    The nations will convert their weapons of war into agricultural tools 

5     It will be time of peace and rest
Excursus #21: Israel as a kingdom of priests (4:2)

Within the theocracy, they had the responsibility to represent God to others. This was a promise to Abe. (you will be a blessing to all peoples)
Excursus #22: a possible illustration of Peter's role in the millennium

This is a SUGGESTION: Verse 3 tells us that the Messiah will settle global disputes. God will be reigning through his Messiah (Son of Man) [Scroll in revelation 5 is title deed to the earth]

The twelve apostle will sit on the twelve thrones during the Kingdom and rule the nations. Also, the believers will rule with Christ. Great majority of rewards have to do “reigning”. There are also certain positions that are already picked out for certain people. So, what’s the deal with Peter? [matt. 16] Peter asks a question, and in response to this Jesus gives him the keys of the kingdom. Jesus is clearly talking about keys of the kingdom. Not- authority in Acts. Hully suggests keys are symbolic of judicial authority. Jesus then says to Peter (Bound/Loosing). this is an illustration how the keys will be used. Construction used in matt. 16 are future perfect parifrastic construction. “Whatever you bind on earth, will already have been loosed in heaven” The word binding means to forbid something, Loosing means to permit something. Points is, if keys means judicial authority, and peter exercises this, Peter is then given a judicial role in which he gives judicial pronouncements. When faced on a decision, whatever has already taken place, what has been found in Scripture o r what Christ tells him will be the answer. 


2. the remnant gathered: 4:6-8  (far view)

6. 



* Important to understand the “times of the Gentiles”. period of history in which Israel is afflicted by other nations. During the times of Joshua etc. they experienced rewards form God. then they slipped in apostacy.  Babylonian exile began the times of the Gentiles. In holly opinion- Roman empire has not been destroyed yet. The end of the “t.o.g.” is in this passage.




7. They will be a strong nation and will be reinged over by the Messiah.


3. messages of hope and deliverance: 4:9—5:6




a. message #1: humiliation and redemption: 4:9-10 

                                        (near view)

· Reference to Babylonian Captivity. refers to it in verse 10




b. message #2: Jerusalem seiged yet victory: 4:11-

                                        13 (far view)

· Victory spoken of in verse 13 has not happened yet.




c. message #3: a ruler who is smote: 5:1 (near view)

· To smite someone was to humiliate someone. Judge was probably king Zedikiah.



   a ruler who delivers: 5:2-6 (far view)

· This ruler will emerge from Bethlehem Ephreta. The point is, Bethlehem is the hometown of David, and unites him with this future ruler. He has been doing the Father’s will since the beginning of time.


4. the remnant gathered: 5:7-9



5. the land purged of idols and delivered: 5:10-15


* He will cut off their horses. God will remove things that they before trusted in

* vs. 12- Sorcery


* vs. 12- “Soothsayers” were fortune tells that would cast spells on people.


* vs. 13- graven images (pagan idols)


* standing images (wooden pillars, male/female Canaanite deities)


* God will take vengeance like never before

III. The third doom/hope message: 6:1—7:20


A. Judgment: 6:1—7:7



1. declaration of judgment in a court setting: 6:1-8

· He gives them five ways He had been kind to them





* 
He gave them good leaders in Moses, Aaron, and Miriam





* 
Balaam and Balak (whom Balaam blessed Israel by God’s leading) vs.5





* 
Crossing of the Jordan (Shittim was Israel last camping place before crossing 






Jordan, Gilgal was the first since crossing Jordan) vs.5





* 
Love mercy, do justly, and walk humbly with thy God (vs.8) THIS IS WHAT 





GOD DESIRES OF HIS PEOPLE



2. announcement of judgment: 6:9-16



3. lament over judgment: 7:1-7


B. Salvation: 7:8-20



1. a psalm of confidence: 7:8-20




***                                ***

Excursus #23: the significance of the land in the prophets

+the importance of the land in the OT


* The noun “land” is the 4th most common substantive in the Hebrew OT


* The land was a technical phrase in the OT

+views


* The view one takes of the land will determine his entire eschatology!!

1. Premillennial view- This holds that the land has to have a LITERAL fulfillment. One day Israel will get their land.

2. Amillenial view- 





* 
Older Amill- spiritualized the promise and somehow it was fulfilled in the church 




(Burcoff/Hamilton)





* 
Other- Land promise was conditional upon Israel’s disobedience. B/c of their 






disobedience, it was forfeited (Alis/ Cox/Hughes/Murry)





* 
As stated by Anthony Hockema- The land promise in the OT had fulfillment 






during the OT era, but ultimately the land is referring to heaven. 

+the recipients of the promise

· Origanlly give to Abe in Gen. 15 (and his seed) “seed” would be his descendandts. In Gen. 26, the line of promise was narrowed to Isaac. In Gen 28 it was given in connection to Jacob. By Gen 50, land promise was in terms of Abe, Isaac, and Jacob. Bible refers to Abe’s physical descendants. Major question raised: Conditional or unconditional. Can it be forfeited by disobedience? The ceremony in Gen. 15 is a good argument that it was unconditional. Some authors who agree:
1. Freedman: [journal, Interpretation, vol.18-Divine Commitment]

2. McCarthy: [OT covenant, A survey of current opinions]

3. Mendenhall: [Basor]
4. Cleeon Rogers: [BibSac]

5. John Skinner: [Genesis Commentary]

6. E.A. Spizer: [Genesis Commentary in the Anchor Bible]

7. Winefeld: [Cov. of Grant/Bib Sac]

Why do we have text in the OT that seem to indicate that it was conditional, because the conditionality is not applied to the promise but to the participants. It is to the application of it, not the actual promise.

+the boundaries


* Gen. 15:18- God is describing the boundaries to Abe. The rivers of Egypt to Euphrates


* Exodus 23:31- From the Red Sea to the Sea of the Philistines (Med. Sea) to Euphrates


* Numbers 13:21- Form the Wilderness of Sin to Lebo Hamath [this deal with eastern boundary]


* Deut. 11:24-


* I Kings 8:65


* 2 Kings 


* Isaiah 27:12  

+historical (but not exhaustive) fulfillment


*During the conquest, the nation never completely drove out all the inhabitants. At best, they coexisted with the inhabitants of the land. Same is true during the time of the monarchy. The enjoyment was based on the obedience.

+future fulfillment


* Jeremiah and Ezekial both personally experience the loss of the land. Yet in Jeremiah and ezeakial you will find 25 explicit references to a return to the land. Jer. and ez. did not feel the land promises were fulfilled during time of Joahua and the monarchy. 

+summary considerations for the literal view

1. The literal view is supported by the fact that Abe left his homeland. iF they are spiritual, he could have stayed where he was. The fact he left his homeland, (very difficult to do) indicates he understood promises to be literal

2. When he gets to the land, and in it, God says to him, “to your descendants I will give you this land.

3. IN Genesis, when Abe is separating from Lot, (13:14,15), God is not talking about heaven. This is literal land

4. In Genesis 15:13,14) Abe’s descendants will be strangers in the land, but later will come back to it. This begtant ot be fulfilled during exodus, but because of disobedience it was cut short. still literal

5. Josh. 1:2-4

6. Deut. 28:63: Moses clearly tells them, If they disobey, they will be driven from the land

7. The theme song of the prophets is that Israel will ultimately possess the land. Also in all the prophets: No exceptions. The entire remnant will be gathered. the only thing arguing agiant the prophets, that in progressive revelation in the NT changes the promise. Three NT affirm it! Romans 3:1-8: misunderstood passage. Paul is demonstrating the sinfulness of all nations. Chapter 2 sinfulness of Jew. Then in chapter 3, he deals with the benefits of being a Jew (or circumsicion: this was the sign of the aBe Cov) because they will get the land. Romans 9-11: Very clear that Israel will be restored. Hebrews 6: writer is persuading his readers to  be faithful during persecution. Can I trust him? What example does he give that he can trust him. The land promise
