Excursus on “Who will have all men to be saved”

I. Four solutions

a. Universalism 

i. Everyone will be saved. 

ii. problem: The bible explains that there will be people in Hell, who reject Christ. 
iii. Two good sources for critique of this view:
1. John Blanchard, “Whatever Happened to Hell”, p.206-208

2. Robert Morey, “Death and the Afterlife”, Ch. 9 

b. “saved” refers to physical preservation rather than spiritual preservation 

i. There is actually some merit to this and if Paul is thinking of martyrdom then this could work.

ii. problem: The following context argues against physical deliverance and points toward the spiritual.

c. “all men” does not mean all individuals but classes or ranks of people 

i. That is, regardless of social standing, racial standing or gender…God wants to save people from all sorts of classes. 

d. God’s will 

i. In the Bible God’s will is spoken of in different ways, such as His…

1. Decreed will – nothing will stop these wills, eg. the creation of the universe, or that certain nations will be raised up and others destroyed 

2. Prescriptive will – (moral will) this refers to the precepts God has laid down; the morals or commands which God expects people to obey; but unlike his decreed will, we have the option of breaking this will by choosing not to; eg., I can lie, steal, kill, etc.

3. *God’s will of disposition – this relates to things that God’s being is disposed towards, things that God desires
ii. This 3rd view is what Paul had in mind…God’s disposition is that all men be saved, even though not everyone will be.
