“Love not the World”

1. We sing, “This world is not my home,” and then we sing, “This is my Father’s world.”

a. Is the world good or bad?

b. Shunned or embraced?

2. Erroneous understandings of this prohibition:

a. Christ against culture:  a.k.a. “the spiritual view”

i. Culture and government is hopelessly corrupt with no redeeming value

ii. It is the Christian’s duty to separate as much as possible – “What fellowship hath light with darkness?”

iii. This had its roots in the early monastic orders: isolationism, hermits, ascetics, 

1. Stylites

2. Some Anabaptists

iv. Modern examples:

1. Christian subculture

a. Rabbit-hole evangelism

b. This makes Christianity a special interest group

c. This can actually deprecate the value of secular work

b. Christ over culture

i. The purpose of the church is to Christianize the world and to take over the world

ii. This is naïve – it misinterprets depravity, God’s prophetic scheme, God’s purpose, etc.

iii. Good examples to follow are Daniel and Joseph

c. Christ below culture

i. The church is the servant of culture – “the audience is sovereign”

ii. The church caters to what the world wants

iii. In an attempt to be relevant, the church makes itself irrelevant because it ignores what is truly relevant

iv. Theologically:

1. We package the Gospel in terms of how the culture wants it:  ex. Sin is psychological, salvation is a new relationship with Christ, etc.

2. Appealing “worship”

3. Final thoughts on Worldliness:

a. Christians should pursue their callings as from God

b. Realize the creation is not evil

c. Realize the creation is not neutral 

i. The Puritans, as a movement, understood this.

ii. If we only stress the negative side of worldliness, we will become suspicious of anything material and that does not have spiritual overtones

iii. Four assertions:  1 Tim. 4:1-6

1. “which God hath created” – what right does anybody have to prohibit anything God has created?

2. “to be received” – God made things for us to enjoy

3. “…is good” – creation is good

4. We can express our understanding of this through prayer

d. Realize the true nature of the world

i. We must have standards – there are things that are wrong and worldly

1. Worldliness is much broader than things we shouldn’t do

2. Rom. 12:2

3. The real problem of worldliness is a thinking problem

ii. To avoid worldliness, we must learn to think as God thinks

iii. David Wells, Losing Our Virtue, “Worldliness is that system of values which has at its center our fallen nature that displaces God at His truth, that makes sin look normal and righteousness strange”

iv. The Compromised Church, “The church has become worldly when it believes that guilt can be resolved through counseling, when the Christian faith is offered as a means of finding personal wholeness rather than holiness…”

Leland Ryken, Worldly Saints








