JONAH

Introduction

I.   Author


* name means “dove”

II.  Date

III. Historical Background


* Ninevah was the capital of Assyria. had walls that were 100 ft high, 50 feet wide. Main wall had 50 gates. Had about 600,000 people. They were idolaters, and a threat to israel’s national security. That is why Jonah did not want to preach to them.

IV. Historicity


A. Interpretation



1. allegorical

· They say it is a complete allegory. That means everything must represent something. It talks about Israel’s failure to reach out to surrounding nations. Jonah’s flight from God represents Israel’s departure from God before the exile. the great fish represents babylon. the disgorging of Jonah is Israel’s second chance.



2. parabolic

· looking for a major lesson from the book. difference between 1 and 2 are the way the details are pressed.



3. historical

· says the events really happened and we are to take the book as absolutely historical

B. Objections



1. the king of Assyria




* In 3:6, he is called the king of Ninevah



2. the past tense verb in 3:3




* Past tense verb indicates that Ninevah had become great during this time



3. the great fish




* We miss the point here. God created the world, he can swallow a man with a fish!



4. the large size of Nineveh

· Three arguments:





1. “city” can refer to surrounding city- not only city proper





2. city with 2 mile size was huge during this time





3. Doesn’t say he needed three days, he took three days


5. sudden repentance of the city

V.  Message and Purpose

The story of Jonah's ministry to Nineveh is recorded in order to show the nation that their kingdom mission embraced the Gentiles and that despite their disobedience God would one day bring them to the point of fulfilling that mission

Three-fold purpose of Jonah:

1. God’s concern for the Gentile nations

2. To rebuke northern kingdom, Israel was not reaching out to Gentiles. If Israel had been in keeping with the commandment.

3. Sovereignty of God

VI.   The Relationship between Jonah and Nahum

· two books in the Bible that end with a question. Both are prophets. One of them, Jonah, shows the reluctance of the prophet. The other, Nahum, shows the compassion of the prophet. Jonah shows God’s love. Nahum shows God’s wrath.

VII.  The Relationship between Jonah and Israel (9)

· Jonah is a picture of the failure of Israel.  

1. Both Jonah and Israel were called 

2. Both were called 

3. Both got into trouble 

4. Both Jonah and Israel are identifiable 

5. doth were thrown overboard 

6. Resulted in Gentile salvation 

7. Jonah and Israel has been preserved
8. Jonah and Israel have a recommission

VIII. The Assyrian Background of Jonah


A. Synthesis of Assyrian history



-Ashur-rabi II (1013-973)



-Tiglath-Pileser II (967-935)



-Ashur-Nasir-Pal II (883-859)



-Shalmaneser III (859-824)



-Adad-nirari III (811-783)



-Shalmaneser IV (783-773)



-Tiglath-Pileser III (745-727)


B. Assyrian cruelty



* Luckenville [ancient records of Assyria] They were very cruel!

C. Assyrian idolatry



* They worshipped a variety of gods. Polytheistic.

D. Assyrian pride



* They believed gods had given them their greatness


E. Assyrian oppression



* Pritchard [ANET]

Exposition

I.  God commands Jonah to preach to Nineveh to show God's inclusion of the Gentiles:   1:1-2


vs.1- “the word of the Lord”: the idea is “the Lord said to Jonah”: very direct.


vs. 2- “arise, go”: In Hebrew, when two verbs are together with no article, the first verb serves as an adverb, and the emphasis is on the command- GO! that is, go quickly!


vs. 2- “great”- used several different ways (size, height, number, magnitude, power, influence, wealth, significance, sound, age, importance, and position) twice, the adjective is used for the size of the city. The word “great” is probably influence in vs. 2.

II. Jonah disobeys the command but is pursued by God to show God's pursuit of the  disobedient nation: 1:3—2:10


A. Jonah heads toward Tarshish: 1:3

· “Rose up”- this is repeating term “arise” in vs. 1. This is a very literary book.

· “Tarchich”- name of one of Jonah great grandsons. After table of nations in Gen. 10, “Tarchich” is used for both people and place. It was on the Mediterranean coast. Smelting town. 

· “from the presence of the Lord”- many believe that Jonah thought God was not omnipresent; this is not true.  1. Could be fleeing from the temple (manifest temple of the Lord) 2. Just trying to get out of Israel. Exiling himself. 3. Trying to be removed from God’s active presence 4. Can have the idea of “at one’s disposal” or “in the presence of a king”- he is trying to escape his commission.

· “down to”- occurs 4x’s in chapters 1,2- shows the descent of Jonah’s condition.

· why is he so intent in leaving: Because of Assyrian cruelty. It would be like during WWII, God calling a Jew to preach to the Third Reich and telling him that they will repent. Any loyal Jew would not like to see this.


B. Jonah is pursued by God: 1:4-17 



1. God sends a storm: 4-16

· “like to be broken”- seriously though about breaking apart

· “gods”- shows polytheism

· sea captain says “arise”- this must be ringing in his ears by now. He is constantly hearing this command.

· they cast lots: Is it right to load the dice- well, God does. Casting lots was very comman in Ancient near east. 

· Jonah is taking pride in his Jewish orthodoxy, yet he is not living up to it. He was very disobedient to it.

· Sailors are exceedingly afraid: In polythestic cultures, a god was in charge a particular area (sky, sea etc.) He must have fallen out of failure with the god of the land, but now he is much trouble on the sea. They now realize this is a very powerful god, that they have never heard before. They ask what they can do for him.

· The storm is getting worse and worse.

· Could have asked them to take him back to Joppa, but he wanted to go overboard. He would rather die, that to go to Assyria. They decline this at first, literally digging their oars into the water to get out of the storm. They showed much concern for just one Jew.



2. God sends a fish: 17

· possible he created this fish, but it is not necessary. Why did God go through all this trouble to prepare a fish? why not just a piece of wood?

C. Jonah praises God and thanks him for using the fish to save him from 

           drowning: 2:1-9

· First mention in the book of a prayer. Prayer of deliverance was thanking God he didn’t have to die by drowning. 




vs. 4- “looking for the holy temple”- reference to prayer




vs. 9- he comes to his senses

     D. God commands the fish to vomit Jonah on the beach: 2:10

III. God commands Jonah a second time to go and preach to Nineveh: 3:1-10


A. Jonah is recommissioned and travels to Nineveh: 3:1-4



* enters into city and immediately starts preaching. he says they will be destroyed in 40 days. “destroyed” is the same word here as that used for the destruction of Sodom and Gomorah.

B. Nineveh responds by repenting: 3:5-10

· Sackcloth and ashes were the wardrobe of the poor and slaves. They were showing their humility.

· vs.5-10- The name that is exclusively used for God is “Elohim”, which is show his sovereignty and power. After this, Yahweh is used to show his covenant relationship. Hullinger believes that Nineveh was not converted to monotheism but they repented to avoid the wrath of God.

Excursus #18: the cause of Nineveh's repentance


Why? It can be found the Gospels. Jesus heals others. They say it was by the power of Beelzebub. Jesus says, it is by the sign of Jonah.  Luke 30:11 says “Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites.” How is it that an entire city would come to repentance?
Excursus #19: does God change his mind?

[
bib sac #60; nov. 95- Chisholm]
IV. The displeasure of Jonah is recorded to contrast the attitude of the nation with the 

      compassion of God: 4:1-11



* This introduces the point of the story

A. Jonah's displeasure: 4:1-5

· This is the first clue since chapter 2 that Jonah has not fully repented. One can do the will of God without being right with God. God often will allow us to do this.”
· vs.1- Before evil marked the Ninevites, now it marks him

· vs.2- This tells us why he didn’t want to go to Nineveh. This isn’t told us until the end to build suspense. Jonah was a staunch nationalist. He didn’t want to see them repent. He hated non-Jews. He give a great description of God in this verse as well. “Gracious” refers to them who have no claim on God but is still kind. “Merciful” refers to God’s compassion. “Kindness” refers to those who are in covenant relationship with him. “Slow to anger”- literally long of nostrils. This often shows anger, the nose. But God is longsuffering. Jonah is so angry- he asks God to kill him. 


B. God provides an explanation for Jonah: 4:6-11
· God does not rebuke him for this. He simply asks him a question- is this the right attitude? Jonah goes out of the city and sits on the east side of it, instead of leaving all together. Perhaps he thought their repentance was not genuine. God provides a gourd to him. Sun was blistering. only time we see Jonah happy. it is regards to physical comfort. 
· vs. 8- I am angry unto death- “I could not be more angry”

· vs. 10- this becomes the climax of the story. key word is “pity” or “compassion”. God had a heart of compassion- Jonah did not. 120,000 [retarded, or infants] were saved. This is the heart that God has. 

Excursus #20: a two-fold application of the story of Jonah

+three principles

1. God includes outcasts in his kingdom


* Jonah teaches us God wants anyone in his kingdom.

2. God is persistent with his people


* Just as God was persistent with Jonah, He will be persistent with Israel. The biggest blunder in Christian living is not sinning- it is getting up after we have sinned. We feel God does not want to use us anymore when we have sinned. This is not true. 
3. God will bring his people to his desired end


* God will use his people to His desired end.
+the Christian and suffering


* Hebr. 12 is a classic passage on training
1. two wrong reactions


* despising what God brings. “To treat lightly”. Not to see God’s purpose in it. 


* “to faint”- becoming so discouraged, we give up.


2. the correct reaction


* to do what God wants us to do. 


* There is much more in Christianity to have our sins forgiven. When we are saved, God begins to work on a plan for our lives, and He will see it through.

3. levels of discipline


* God will continue to turn up the heat until we listen. Unfortunately, for some it will get very hot because they are so hot headed.
