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MINOR PROPHETS
Introduction

The Interpretation of the Prophets- Your millennial view is KEY to interp. the prophets
I.  Basic Millennial Views


A. Premillennialism
· “millennial” is the Latin word for 1,000.

· Pre- means before the Millennium
· Two kinds of Pre-millenialists

· Covenant Premillennialists  do not make a distinction between the church and Israel.

· Dispensation Premillennialists make a distinction between the church and Israel.

· the church is not fulfilling today the promises made to Israel.


B. Amillennialism


1. prefix “A” means “no”



2. It is not that they DON’T believe in Mill., just not how we would view it.


3. Three general features




* The kingdom is in between the two advents of Christ.




* The kingdom is either the church on earth or the saints in heaven 
(Warfield)




*  The promises made to Israel (land, seed, etc.) are fullfilled by the church today.




* Christ is on the throne of David now.


C. Postmillennialism


1. 
Prefix “post” means after. Therefore, Christ will return after Mill.



2. 
They believe NOT that the Church is the Kingdom, but that the church will bring in 


the kingdom. The society will evangelize itself. They say Christ is ruling in the 



hearts of the kingdom. The kingdom is not  1,000 yrs. but a long time.
II.  Adherent Views


A. 
Premill.-  Polycarp, Tertullian, Tyndale, Justin Martyr, the AnaBaptists, Mennonites, 

Moravians, John Wesley, Increase and Cotton Mather, Homer Kent, Pentacost, Ryrie.


B. 
Amill- Origin, Roman Catholic Church, Luther, Calvin, Warfield, Oswald Alice.


C. 
Postmill-  John Edwards, Hodge, Strong, Shedd
The Coming Kingdom,  The Premillennial Interp. of Scripture, Bib. Sac 551
III.  Methods of Interpretation: Four Distinctions   (THIS IS KEY!)

* Oswald Alice said that the major problem with dispensationalist is that they take Scripture 
    literally. (    )


A. Amillennialism


1. The kingdom and the church



* Amill. begins with the assumption that the kingdom is in the church.



2. The unity of God people



* 
God has only one program through the ages (salvation). God does indeed save 



people through the ages (and same way), BUT, this is not ALL he is doing. They 


would say he does this around three things.



 
a. Covenant of works- Adam (If Adam sins, he would die)



b. Covenant of redemption: Agreement among the three members of the 




    Godhead, in which they agreed among themselves that because Adam failed, 



    they would provide redemption.




c. Covenant of grace: Agreement between God and the millennial sinner, in which 


    God provides grace for the sinner.



3. 
Israel and the Church- Since there is only one goal, there is only one people and the 


promises made to Israel and just as applicable to all.



4. 
Spiritualizing prophecy- If the promises made to Israel are to be fulfilled, AND 



have it relate to the church, they have to spiritualize it. (example: Lion and lamb 



lying down together.) They will say that the N.T. interprets the O.T. in a symbolic 


nature.


B. Premillennialism



1. Normal, grammatical interp.



2. Israel in the land



3. Israel and the church



* Church began on the day of Pentacost; therefore, there must be a difference between 

   the church and the nation of Israel. Never are they assimilated


4. Consistency of interpretation-



* After all, if all the prophecies came true for his first coming, why would it now for his 

   second coming.

IV.  Principles for Interpreting Prophecy  (8)

A. Follow the normal method


1. Historical- Look at the culture, time period etc.



2. Grammatical- Take words in their normal sense, how they are constructed, 


Tense, context, syntax. (if there is obviously fig. of speech, then take it that way)



3. rhetorical- Type of literature. Often figures of speech and symbols will be used.


B. Compare parallel passages


* This is a major problem with the Amill. camp


C. “Foreshortening”


* Two events will be put together, even though there is a gap of time between them


D. Determine if fulfilled or unfulfilled

* If we can’t see a fulfillment of that prophecy, that it has not happened yet.


E. Be consistent


F. Determine if prediction is conditional or unconditional

* Some prophecies have nothing attached. Some are conditioned on what they do.


G. Recognize law of double reference

* Sometimes they can have a near and far fulfillment. (Is. 7)


H. Perspicuity

* General interp. must be clear. It is much clearer to take the Bible at face value.

_____________   1-27-03

V. Propositions on Literal Interpretation


* This is a commitment that the Bible’s authority is embedded in the words of the text.


* This is a commitment that the meaning’s in the Biblical text are true and real.


* “  “”  the expectation that words are meant to be understood in their primary sense.

VI. Dangers of the Allegorical or symbolic method


A. The allegorical method does not interpret Scripture.



* Terry- “ as a system, it puts itself beyond all principles and laws, and therefore 



     we are not interpreting scriptures.”


B. The locus of authority ceases to be the Bible but the mind of the interpreter.


C. There is no way for the interpreter to be tested. 

VII. Defenses of the Literal Approach


A. The literal meaning is the normal approach taken in all languages. 


B. The majority of the Bible makes sense when it is taken literally.


C. The literal approach does not rule out the use of symbols, types, fig. language etc.



(classic straw man they use)


D. This method safe check on man’s imagination


F. This method is the most consonant with scripture. (God used words, take at face value)


*The Coming Prince, Anderson.  Every prophecy recorded in the Bible was 


fulfilled by the normal use of prophecy. If after the canon was complete we come 


with a new method of interpretation, we have a problem.
IMPORTANT!!!!

The Theocratic Context     

*this is the primary theme of the Bible. This is not minimizing the cross. The cross is the basis of the theocracy.- Hullinger opinion

I. Various Interpretations of the Kingdom (8)

A. National View


* The kingdom holds only the nation of Israel on the earth. 


B. Millennial View


* At the second Coming Christ will reign on earth for 1000 years over the nations.                  

* This was the prevalent view for first 300 years of church history.


C. Celestial View



* Defines heaven as the kingdom. (kingdom has nothing to do with earth.)


D. Ecclesiastical View



* Mixes the kingdom with the church. (Pat Roberson)


E. Spiritual View


* the kingdom is in the hearts of people who are yielded to God. (Jesus said, “The


 kingdom is in you.” By the way, Jesus is talking to the Pharisees who want 

    


 to kill him.)


F. Moral View



* The Kingdom is the reign of the moral law over the lives of men.


G. Liberal or Social View



* Kingdom is to the betterment of Society. (politics, finances)


H. Deluded View


* Jesus thought he was going to bring in the kingdom but never did.
II. The Meaning 
· The core idea of the term “kingdom” is the divine rule

· Three things involved in the divine rule



1. There must be a right to rule ( Ex. Jesus was tempted to illustrate that he was 


worthy to rule in his kingdom. The gospels spend much time establishing this.)



2. There must be a realm to rule (Must be something to rule over. What is that 


something…)



3. The reality of rule ( This refers to the actual exercise of the kingdom)

III. The Aspects of the Kingdom


A. The eternal aspect (4)


1. Timeless-  God has always had absolute sovereignty. There is not beginning or 


ending to God’s eternal kingdom. (Ps. 10:16; Ps. 29:10; Jer. 10:10;)



2. Universal- Because God is omnipresent, there is nothing outside of his rule. (I 


Chron. 29:11,12; Ps. 103:19; Daniel 4:17,25,32)



3. Immediate rule- God rules in his eternal kingdom through his providence. 



4. Efficacious- It is always effective, nothing will ever stop it. It doesn’t matter 


what the attitude of the creature is. (Free will is not an issue here)

B. The theocratic aspect (4)



1. temporal- there are times when the theocratic kingdom is not. 



2. local- in  a particular area. 



3. mediated- mediated through a represented by a object ruled by God.



4. dependant- dependant upon the response of it’s subjects. (ex. minor prophets)

IV.  The Development of the Theocracy

· aspect with which the prophets will be concerned

· The story begins in heaven before the world was created. God was reigning. At some point. At one point, God decided to create angelic world. Created specifically to worship God. As reps for him, they were designed to do his will. But some chose to rebel. This was headed by Lucifer. He challenged the King. (The five “I wills”). This constituted a rebellion against God’s kingship. Somehow, he convinced some demons that they could pull this off. This raised the question in the heavenlies, who has the right to rule. God could have destroyed them immediately, However he decided to demonstrate that he was the true king, that only He had the right to rule.


A. In Eden


*Gen. 1:1- name used for God was “elohim” (sovereignty of God) This creation would be his realm with how he would show he had the right to rule. Then he created man. Male and female were created in the image and likeness of God (synonymous) The image refers to the communicable attributes of God. Incommunicable attrib. (those he doesn’t share with man- Omnipresence ect.) Comm. attrib. are those he shares with man (personality, ability to comm.) Now man would be God’s instruments and mediators through which God would rule. Now, man could now begin to think that they were the rulers. So God gives them a test. And they failed, They sinned. The theocracy was shattered. Now a counter kingdom is established. Now Satan is the prince of the power of the air. God pronounces judgment upon all mankind. And just as Satan rebellion didn’t shatter God plan in heaven, man’s rebellion does not shatter God’s plan on earth.
_________ 1/28/04


B. Through Abraham



* Story starts in Gen. 11,12. Abe was born in Ur. It was a very advanced culture. Came under attack of the Guti (Barbarians). Primary worship was Nanar (moon God) Abraham was evidently a worshipper of Nanar. He was a pagan worshipper and idolater. God calls him and makes a covenant with him.



* The Abrahamic Covenant



- Seed: Was promised that he would have numerous descendants




- Land: Abe’s seed would possess a literal piece of land. Land principle is 





essential, because in Gen. 1, We are to rule over the earth. The 






land principle in the Bible always refers to the Abe. Covenant.




- Universal: through Abraham and his seed, blessing would come upon 





the whole world, not just Abraham’s seed. This will be expanded 






upon over all the N.T.



* The Nature of the Abrahamic Covenant



- Is it conditional or unconditional? Most Covenant theologians will say it was conditional, Abraham seed forfeited it and now God’s covenant is through the church. However, Jerry believes it is unconditional. In other words, God has pledged himself to fulfill all the terms of the covenant. Even if man fails, God be faithful.

NINE REASON THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT WAS ETERNAL
1. The Covenant is called eternal (Gen. 17:19; Ps. 105:10)

2. After Abe is called to leave Ur, there is never another conditions stated. 

3. Whenever the covenant (to Jacob etc.)is reiterated, there is no condition stated

4. When God expands this, it comes with a question of doubt (Gen. 15:7)

5. In the O.T = three kinds of Covenants: 

*Hand Covenant (   ); 

*Shoe Covenant (Ruth 4:8) 

*Salt Covenant  (Num. 18:19) 

*Blood Covenant (most binding) In Gen. 15, it is a blood cov. that 
Abe enters into. God puts Abe in a deep sleep, and God alone 
passes through the blood, in

6. Covenant is reaffirmed in later stages of 
7. Covenant is reaffirmed during times of disobedience.

8. In the N.T. Hebrews 6 and Rom. 9-11 both affirm promises made were immutable. IN Hebrews 6, author warns about dangers of apostasy, it will be impossible to repent. He urges to move forward, even if it means persecution. Natural question is: how will this pay off. Writer then gives the Abrahamic Covenant as assurance that God will keep his word with you as he will with the Abe Covenant.
9. If we interpret it at it’s normal writing, this is what we are to conclude. Israel always means Israel in the N.T. in all of it’s 73 occurrences.


C. Through Moses



* Vast amounts of people are being gathered into a nation. in last two verses of Ex. 2 God tells Moses, “I hear there groaning (Abraham’s seed) and I remember their covenant.” Purpose of Exodus is to remember covenant. Law officially makes them a nation. God tells them in Ex. 19:6 he will make them a “kingdom of priests.” In other words, there will be representatives that will represent the nation of Israel (Levites, Aaron’s seed). Also, Israel should be a great example to the rest of nations. Not a tiny insignificant nation. “The kingdom of God is a kingdom of priests”



* In Exodus (the contribution of the Mosaic Law-5)




- This was a rule of life given to Israel. this was never given to church or 



   to the Gentiles. Why was the law given? how did it help the theocracy?




- Five contributions of the Law to the theocracy
1. The Law revealed the holiness of God (Dem. holiness of God).  Key book on holiness in Pentateuch: Leviticus. in prophets: Ezekiel
2. The Law revealed the holiness expected of the people

3. The Law revealed how to fellowship and worship with God (Feasts and sac. were means of worship. Sac. system purpose showed how worship with God could be maintained.

4. The Law was to test whether those in the kingdom were truly apart of it. (Every Jew-externally- belonged to the theocracy. However, one could be in the theocracy, and not be rightly related to it.)

5. The Law revealed the means by which the nation would enjoy the promises made to Abraham. 


* In Deuteronomy (series of sermons)




- Very simple book to outline (5 sermons) In his five sermons, Moses 



   makes 3 critical points about the theocracy.




1) expansion of the land promise (Palestinian Cov.)(Deut. 30:1-10)




- 7 features regarding the timetable (Read Deut. 28-30)





* Israel is going to be unfaithful (28:63-68)





* There will be future repentance of Israel




* The Messiah will return 





* Israel would be restored to the land





* Israel would be converted as a nation





* Israel enemies would be judged





* The nation would receive full blessings




- 4 considerations showing unconditional Cov.





* This Palestinian cov. is called eternal in Ez. 16:60





* The land promise is a feature of the Abrahamic Coc., which is unconditional.





* This cov. promises (Deut. 30:6; Ez. 11:16-21; Rom. 11:26,27)





* The portions which have been fulfilled have been fulfilled literally (ex. they 



have been scattered literally.




2) The guiding principle





* Obedience brings blessing and disobedience brings cursing. If they are 




  obedient to the stipulations of the Law, they will receive blessing.




3) The means of restoration





* Moses makes it clear, If Israel finds itself in a mess of disobedience, the cure was simply repentance. Repentance, Forsaking of sin, and returning to obedience to the Law were the means of retaining God’s blessing.


D. Through Joshua

· Joshua 1:5

· Joshua begins to go into the Promised Land, and they get a taste of it, however, they begin to disobey and run from God. We begin to see the working out of the Abrahamic Cov. Obedience brings blessing, and disobedience brings cursing. 


E. Through the Judges

· Joshua passes off scene. Trend is now disobedience. They are now given to enemies they cannot resist. God in his grace give them the Judges. They administer justice in the theocracy.


F. Through Samuel and the kings

· This is where many of the prophets ministered during. Not a lot is said of Samuel in his adult life. It is because he will be next leader in theocracy, so God wanted us to see how he was “called”. Samuel makes his sons judges. No where does God tell him to do this. They begin to accept bribes and things contrary to the Law. (rest of judges God called) Now Israel cries out for a King. Nothing wring with this per se. Gen. 17:17; Gen. 49:10- it was made clear that from Abraham would come kings. In Deut. 17:14-20, Moses lays down the stipulations for when they had a King. There was nothing wrong with there request. Yet, this displeased Samuel. Where did this tension come from? This cry was an act of rebellion to how God would run the rebellion, wrong time. God allowed them to chose Saul and he was a miserable failure


G. Through David

· Purpose of David and Goliath (not that we can slay giants in our live but that David was God’s choice in the theocracy)

· The Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 12-17)



THREE PROVISIONS (3)



* Three key Words- House, Kingdom and Throne (Gabriel uses all three of these 


words when speaking of Christ)

1. An eternal seed.  (every would have a generation would have a descendant who had a right to the throne.)

2. An eternal kingdom- (always a realm to rule)

3. An eternal throne-  (always the right to rule)



THE NATURE (unconditional)  (3)

1. Linked to Abram. cov.

2. Consistently reiterated after periods of disobedience

3. It is called eternal (2 Sam. 7)

· The right to rule is always there: not that there will always been a king on the throne



LITERAL FULFILLMENT (4)

1. David thought it was literal (2 Samuel 23:5; I Kings 1:30-37)

2. The Jewish expectation through history has been of literal fulfillment

3. The portion thus far has been literally fulfilled

*Two objections

· Christilogical in nature – people will say Jesus is fulfilling this covenant in heaven right now. Nowhere is it ever considered heavenly. His role at the right hand of the Father is intercession, He is the Head of the Church. He will someday, but is not now.

· This was fulfilled during the reign of David and Solomon.

1. The cessation of the Davidic throne is explained in Deut. 30
2. Christ as the son of David offered the Kingdom and did not squelch the anticipation of it.

· Implications of this Covenant

1. __________________________________
2. This continues to be Israel’s expectation (Hosea 3:5; Amos 9:15; Micah 5:2; Zech. 9:9

3. When we get to the gospels, Jesus is completely linked to this covenant (Luke 1:31-33) HOUSE, KINGDOM, THRONE

4. After church Age, Jesus is called the throne of David. 

5. Rev. 22:16- Root of David. Later is called KING OF KINGS



* The “times of the Gentiles” refers to the time when Israel Is dominated by a 



Gentile era. This will continue until Israel repents.  (READ PSALM 89)


H.  ______________


* IN the theocracy, there were two lines of authority (King and prophet)



* These were not to overlap. King was to give out social and governmental justice. The prophet had authority over spiritual matters. He spoke on behalf of God. There were two kinds of prophets. the first kind of prophet was the speaking prophet. He essential called the nation to repentance. He would call them back to God (Elijah, Elisha, John the Baptist) The second kind of prophet was the writing prophet. He did much of the same thing. Additional feature was that they would give these glorious description of what the future held and of the kingdom. They added this feature to demonstrate the __________.

 New Cov.

· Two Key Passages- Jer. 31:31-; Ez. 36; (minor prophets)
· In the New Cov, God is showing how he is taking the obligations upon himself. How is it that Israel will be a blessing to all nations? The answer is the New Cov.

· Provisions of the New Covenant(10)

1. ________________________

2. Israel will be ruled by a new King

3. Israel will not be idolatrous (obvious not church)

4. Israel will be cleansed and forgiven

5. Israel will be given a new obedient heart

6. God will visibly dwell with Israel

7. Israel will be known by the Gentiles to be blessed by God

8. Israel will have a fullness of the Holy Spirit

9. There will be a universal knowledge of God

10. A new city will be established (marked by holiness and immovability)

· further observations (6) 

1. The Cov. was made with Israel and must be fulfilled by her

2. The New Covenant was ratified (guaranteed) by the blood of Christ (Luke 22:20; Mark 14:24; Matt. 26:28; I Cor. 11:25)

3. There is a difference between the institution and the realization of it

4. During the present age, the church is graciously allowed to take part in the soteriological benefits of the covenant.

5. We know from history that Israel has never experienced the fulfillment of this covenant. 

6. The covenant will come into full realization at the second advent of Christ. (Matt. 12; Rom. 11:26; Jer. 31:31; Ez. 16:60; Hosea 2:18-20)

· Cleary is unconditional

1. It is called eternal (Is. 24:5; Jer. 31:36,40; 32:40; 50:5)

2. Repetition of “I will”; contrasts to Mosaic Law “you must”

3. _____________________

4. Largely occupied with spiritual matters (only God can give a new heart etc.)

5. The new cov. is tied up with God being God. This is key in the book of Ezekiel. (“name” is key word in Zeke)
· Replacement theology

1. The Church, Abe’s spiritual seed, has fulfilled the promises made to Israel. Basically, the Church has replaced Israel.


THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHET


I. 
General Description

In the Hebrew old Test. was divided into three categories: the Law, the Psalms, and the prophets. There was the former prophets (Joshua, judges, kings,- gave an informative interpretation of history of Israel) and the latter prophets (Isaiah, Ezekiel, and minor prophets- not a reference to chronology. Gave after former prophets in the Hebrew Canon. Three different terms for prophet in the Hebrew o.t. they all refer to a man who speaks for God. Sometimes called a man of God. Origin of the prophetic office is found in Deut. 18: 15-22. In this passage, Moses is condemning devious notions to find the will of God. He then reveals the prophets. (established for the specific purpose of guarding Israel from Canaan superstitions) Also, Israel was afraid to talk to God. So the man of God could talk to God for them. That is why Moses was called “God” in the book of Exodus.



II.
A specific Description

· For-telling and forth-telling. Many make a distinction. There was two things the prophet did, and each one had a common denominator


A. Proclaimed a message of God

· many view the prophet as one who would simply tell the future. NO. Often, they would simply proclaim a message of God. “This is what you need to do, this is what you need to change.”


B. Predicted the future

· The prophets in O.T. would predict the restoration of Israel, and the coming Messiah, etc. This is why Matt. would say, “This was done, so that it might be fulfilled” (Acts 11; Acts 21; Acts 27; I Tim. 1; Rev. 1:3)


C. Common denominator




* IN either case, the revelation was received directly by God


D.  Current scene and the Biblical litmus test
· True and false prophets ( we are to “test the spirits, whether they be true) 

· The revelation given to the prophets was considered to be infallible and 



authoritative.

· There are over 300 references in the N.T to the Old. and many more allusions.

· Whenever a N.T. author references the O.T., he never questions it or tests it. Many times, there whole theology will rest on the one O.T. word or  phrase 

· Jesus would often do this (Mark 12:36) (Rom. 9:25)

· If we are to accept others remarks about them being a prophet, we better go all the way and see if he can prove it.
· Litmus test Deut. 18- There was a severe penalty for a false prophet because of the nature of the position. He is claiming to receive revelation from God. Moses required 100% accuracy. There was to be no mistakes. All of the prophets predictions have come to pass or will come to pass. Hundreds have already come to pass. isn’t it too much to expect them to be right all the time? NO! Not if they are a prophet. 

· Many men have made bold prophetic statements (David Wilkerson, Benny Hin) These men have made false prophecies, therefore are false prophets, and should not be listened to.
WE NEED TO GO BACK TO SOLA SCRIPTURA- NO HUNCHES, NO FEELINGS. BIBLE!


Two keys for God’s Will: 



1. Walk with the Lord the way he wants you to  


2. Do what ever you want.






