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Archetypal Theology: refers to God's Knoweldge

Ectypal Theology: refers to our knowledge

Introduction:

I. Why is the study of Sys. Theo. Important?


A. Ignorance and confusion over the rudimentory themes of theology:  the very basics



84% of people who claim to be Christians claim that God helps those who help 


themselves in salvation.  (Gallop Pole)


B. Heresy is cruel



wrong doctrine does in estimable damage and leads people to damnation



because our churches have abdocated the teaching of doctrine, people will fall 


for anything


C. Theology is the basis of our practice



theology is the basis for all we do - it is the foundation of our character and 


determines who we are which determines what we do


D. Neglect will destroy the church



it is the problem today - the church has neglected doctrine and now they are 


confused about God, and what He is like, and what salvation is, who man is, and 

how should he act.


E. If we are not lovers of theology, then we will not be lovers of God



Theology is what tells us about God.

II. Key terms


A. Theology: 



1. Theos - God



2. Logos - word, utterance, a study of 



3. John 17:3 - what is etermal life? Refers to the quality of eternal existence: 



"and this is life eternal, that they may know thee, and Jesus Christ whom 


thou hast sent."  it is a process of knowing God more



4. Theologically speaking: refers to all the doctrines of the Scriptures


B. Systematic Theology:



1. Systematic is the key: means the Scriptures are our ulitmate source of 



doctrine



2. All the facts learned from the Scriptures are then arranged in a logical 




systematic whole



3. Chafer: "the collecting,  the arranging, the comparing, the exibiting, the 



defending, of all facts from every source concerning God and His works


C. Natural Theology



1. Refers to what we learn about God from nature [Ps. 19; Rom 1]



2. Also called general revelation



3. Does not save anyone




not enough information given to lead a person to Christ




actually condemns us [Rom 1]


D. Revealed Theology



1. Refers to God's revelation of Himself in the Bible


E. Historical Theology



1. Not church history!



2. Refers to the development of doctrine throughout history


F. Dogmatic theology



1. Refers primarily to aspects of doctrine which we hold with absolute certainty



2. Includes the fundamentals of the faith


G. Speculative theology



1. The areas of theology which we have less information than we need to be 



dogmatic



2. 


H. Biblical theology



1. Doctrines derived strictly from how they are defined in Scriptures without 



outside sources


I. Practical theology - how doctrines are worked out in the Christian life


J. Contemporary theology - deals with current issues in theology

