HOSEA

Introduction

I.
Title/Author


*The name Hosea means essentially “salvation”

II.
Unity


* The question unity asks is: Did this author write all of this book? (Harper in ICC 
Series; also Wolf)

III. Date

· took place under reigns of four kings: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah.

· 755-715 (approx. dates of his ministry) During this time, Jonah, Amos, Micah were in ministry.

· Main target audience was the Northern Kingdom

IV.
Historical Background 


A. Events during this time can be found in 2 Chron. 26-32.


B. Israel was enjoying much prosperity during this time. Internationally, Assyrian empire was declining a bit, but under T.P. III it began to gather strength and expand.


C. In 734, Northern Kingdom became puppet nation for Assyria. When they tried to revolt, capitol Samaria was attacked by Assyria. Judah also became a vassal state.

V. Message and Purpose


A. Message

1. Disobedience brings discipline. (Hosea is going to expose their sin and he is not optimistic they will change.)

2. God’s loyal covenant love (Because of God’s love, he will…)

3. Hosea’s marriage  (Divine picture of the relationship between Israel and God The name’s of his children and his divorce picture God’s judgment.)


B. Purpose Statement

 Hosea presents five judgment/restoration cycles showing the discipline that would come upon the nation because of her unfaithfulness to Yahweh coupled with his promise of restoration in order to stress his divine love for the nation and thus bring them back to a place of obedience.

VI.
Theological Themes: sin, judgment, and love


A. Sin- Hosea is going to be comparing their sin to adultery. They have sinned against Yaweh. He is going also speak against more than just spiritual adultery; including: foreign alliances, social injustices, arrogance. etc.


B. Judgment- Because of these sins, God is going to curse these nations. Military invasion, exile, and infertility will be among their punishments.


C. Love- The abandonment will not be permanent and he will restore them at a certain point because he loves them.

Exposition
I.
The historical setting- 1:1


* lists kings, background- all we know

II.
Cycle #1: judgment/ restoration using Hosea’s family as a picture of Gods relationship with Israel- 1:2-2:1


A. Judgment- 1:2-9

· Hosea is commanded to take a wife of whordoms. why? He wants his family to picture what Israel relationship with God is: adultery

Excurses #1:


a) the marriage of Hosea

· There are four views: 

1.  Allegory view- this position hold that God gave Hosea an allegory or vision to illustrate what was going on (young) This was not really expected to be done. This position solves the moral issue. However, the clear reading of the text says this really did happen with specific names. (NO) 

2. Spiritual view- this view says Gomer was adulterous but not physically but spiritually (stewart, 26) 

3. Gomer was sexually permiscuous before Hosea married her (wolf) 

4. Gomer became adulerous after Hosea was married to her. The strength of this position appears to answer the moral problem and is a better picture of what really happen. (Israel commited audlutye after they were chosen) 
-Why #3 is correct: 

· This seems to be the indication of the text 

· in verse 2, “the beginning”, God says at the start to take a wife of 
whoredoms 

· It is not  without precedent that God would tell a prophet to do something that was our of the ordinary. (Isaiah run around naked, Ezek- eat bread cooked over dung) 

· The meaning of the term “whoredom”. The noun means a prostitute or a harlot, not a adultery. This is plural noun, her character, this is what she was. 

· Reconciliation with an adulterous was as repugnant as marrying one in the first place. Not any better than marrying one who was GOING to be a harlot in the future.



b) the nature of Gomer’s sin: 

1. she could have just been promiscuous 

2. she could have been a prostitute in the Baal cult. 

3. She was INVOLVED in the cult as other women would have been during this time.



c) problem of the children: 

1. they could have been children she already had when they were married 




2. They could have been children who were GOING to be unfaithful like their mother (wood) 

3. these were children of a WIFE, marked by adultery. They were known as this because of their mother



d) the use of this passage in I Peter (2:10):
· this is so important because Hosea was clearly was written to Israel. Peter was written to the Gentiles. He is applying an O.T. passage to Israel to the church today. (This is a strong amillenial argument) Well, a strong case can be made that I Peter was written to the Jews not the Gentiles. Also, he is saying that what is taking place with his readers ( love and grace of God) is what happened to the nation of Israel in Hosea.

· She bares a son Jezreel. “God shows”. Sig. is not what the name is, but the association of that town. It was in Jezreel that jehu disobeyed God. He massacred some of the enemjies of Israel (good) but also killed the king of Judah. Because of his disobedience. God said he was going to punish his house. Fulfillment of this prophecy came in 753 B.C. By naming first son Jezreel, God is looking forward to a future judgment that will take place in the valley of Jezreel. this was fulfilled by TP in 700 B.C. ? (2 Kings 15:29; 17:3-5)

· She bares a daughter Loruhamah “she is not loved” Indicated God would no longer have compassion on Israel. did in past, but it would stop. vs. He would have compassion of the nation of Judah. vs. 8-9: Some years later (2,3 yrs ?) Gomer has another son- Loammi “not my people” – God no longer considered Israel his people. The relationship they enjoyed would end. He would still keep his covenant though. vs. 9 I will no longer be your God. In other words “I am, but no the I Am for you”


B. Restoration- 1:10-2:1(4)

1. if the text stopped here, covenant theology would be the only option.

· vs. 10- four blessings of restoration: 1.Israel is going to see that God is the true God (in this restoration)

· vs. 11- 2. Northern, Southern kingdoms will be reunited under 1 King 3. They will grow strong (like a plant)

· vs. 2:1- 4. relationship with Israel, that it will be back to what it was





(Have any of these things happened yet? NOOOO!)

III.
Cycle #2: judgment/restoration using the picture of an adulterous wife


A. God shows Hosea that Gomer and Israel would be punished- 2:2-13 



1. Judgment on Gomer- 2:2-7

· Israel in the background here.

· vs. 2- “plead” has to do with a law suit. Perhaps they are separated at 
this time.

· vs. 3- stripped naked was often punishment for breaking a commandment. In Hosea, punishment often fits the crime (she exposes herself in prostitution, now is exposed for her sin. She will also become infertile. Farming unproductive.)

· vs. 4- no compassion on Israel. Punishment would also go to children.

· vs. 6- somehow, he will put a wall around her (“make a wall” means literally “I will wall in a wall”) it will become difficult for her to 





continue in this.



2. Judgment on Israel- 2:8-13




* vs. 9- withdraw the powers of fertility.




* vs.10- expose Israel to shame (ludeness)

· vs.11- put an end to her celebrations (feasts of Israel had become idolatrous)




* vs.12- God will destroy their crops




* vs.13- God is going to judge her


B. God shows Hosea that Gomer and Israel would be restored: 2:14-



1. God’s restoration of his adulterous wife




*vs. 14- He is going to woo her




*vs. 15-


___________ 2-10-04


- In the ancient near East, the husband would pay a betrothal to get his wife. 

they were then looked upon as actually married. God said he would pay a 


betrothal for us.

Excurses #2: The meaning of “fulfillment” or how the NT uses the OT

· General observations (4)

· The term “fulfill” does not always mean fulfill. Ex. the term “”- occurs 90x’s. 60x’s it has nothing to do with prophecy. It can mean the fulfillment of a demand. (Lk. 21:24; Lk. 7:1)

· Even when “fulfill” is used in a fulfillment formula, it still may not point to the fulfillment of an O.T. prophecy. (Hosea 11:1) When Matthew says, “that it might be fulfilled”….

· Analogous language does not always infer fulfillment. When a N.T. writer uses O.T. terms and phraseology, Amill’s will say that prophecy is being fulfilled in the church. (Col.1, Paul is using temple language. Does that mean he is referring to temple prophecy in the O.T.? no. The church is not fulfilling these.)

· Prophecy must be interpreted using the same principles as used for other literature.

· Seven ways that the NT uses the OT (7)

· Sometimes an OT prediction in the NT. (Is. 7:14; Matt.1:22-23)

· Sometimes an OT principle is confirmed in the NT (Amos 9:11,12; Acts 15:15-18) 

· Sometimes an OT truth is illustrated in the NT (Ps. 8:2; Matt.21:16)

· Sometimes an OT principle is summarized in the NT (Matt. 2:23; Matt. 5:33)

· Sometimes OT wording is used for expression in the NT (Rom. 10:8; Hebrews 13:6)

· Sometimes an OT passage is sited for authority (Matt. 4:6,7,10)

· Sometimes an OT situation is enlarged or heightened (Jer.31:15; Matt. 2:17,18)

· Six principles for interpreting the NT use of the OT (6)

· Distinguish between meaning and fulfillment (passage has only ONE meaning, but many uses. What does it mean- How is it being used)

· Determine from the OT passage exactly what is being predicted

· Later revelation can add specificity- and more information. However, it is NOT changing the original meaning.

· Determine how the OT passage is using the NT passage. (Ex. NT passages will often paraphrase an OT prophecy or passage)

· Prophetic fulfillment occurs when the meaning of a specific OT prophecy finds an exact correspondence in the NT

· Prophecy is sometimes conditioned on the response of those to whom the prophecy is given.



2. The restoration of Gomer pictures God’s restoration with Israel- 3:1-5




vs.1-
Go get Gomer




vs.2- 
Barley was cattle food; 15 sheckels was half the price for a slave (He ended up paying about the same price for a slave.




vs.3,4-  1. Possibly you could view Israel living in verse 4 today.





  2. Possibly you could view Israel as living in Trib. in vs.4
IV.
Cycle #3: judgment/ restoration using a legal format against Israel: 4:1-6:3


A.  A summary of the indictment (4:1-3)



Excurses #3- The prophets and social concern


*Do you only preach the gospel, or do you help people in need as well?

· A survey-

· The prophets were not social reformers; they were theological reformers

· 4 Solutions of the prophets

1. They clearly exhorted the people to repentance for social violations

2. They exhorted the people to correct social ills.

3. They talked about the new Covenant (would provide spiritual power to do what God required)

4. They anticipated the Messiah’s reign where there would be no social problems



* The function of the church and the function of people are different. We as people should be involved in the world. Being a baker or salesman is just as important as a preacher because they can be used by God in their vocation.



2. Idolatry: 4:11-19



3. Judgment announced: 5:

· “strange children”- illigitimate children

· 
vs. 14- as a lion, he is going to tear them into pieces (historically, He doesthis through Assyria.


C.
Restoration- 5:15-6:3

V. Cycle #4: judgment/restoration highlighting Israel’s lack of faith- fulness and ingratitude: 6:4-11:1


A. The charge of ingratitude & unfaithfulness: 6:4-7:16



1. lack of faithfulness: 6:4-11 (Wood gives a classic ill. of how a bakers oven was so hot, it could burn throughout the whole night and still be hot enough to do the backing in the morning) Their sin was so great, it didn’t need to be stoked- it was so hot



2. internal/external corruption: 7:1-16 




a. Compared to a pancake: (crusty on one side, soggy on the other)




b. Compared to a dove: (bird-brained diplomacy)


B. The charge of idolatry: 8:1-9:17

· Memphis is a famous burial site


C. A fruitless vine which will be punished: 10:1-15

· she (Israel) could bear fruit, but she doesn’t

· 9:15- “hated them” – this is not emotional. It is talking about rejection. this is 

a covenant term. 

· vs. 4- likenes judgment to a weed which is hemlock, which is poisonous

· The reason he talks about Ephraim sometimes specifically is because it was the largest province of Israel.


D. The charge of rebellion: 11:1-7

· *vs. 4- they had been draw with chords (love) His drawing was not oppressive, it was to help them. At the end, the picture is a farmer who holds up the yoke while the animal eats. That is what God gently did for them


E. A promise of restoration: 11:8-11

· Lion figure is used again- Previously the roaring was to rip them apart, now it is to lead his cubs to safety.

VI. Cycle #5: judgment/restoration summarizing a variety of sins: 11:12-14:8


A. A series of accusation: 11:12-13:16



* unborn/ born children will be killed


B. A promise of restoration

VII. Conclusion- 

· 3 applications

1. The Lords way are right- and therefore, right

2. The righteous should chose to walk in the Lord’s ways because that will result in blessing

3. Those who choose to rebel will be destroyed for their disobedience
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