HAGGAI

Introduction

I.   Author

· 1st prophet to minister to the remnant in post-exilic Jerusalem

· name means “festival”

II.  Historical background and date

· most precisely dated book in the OT

· Reason for the captivity was disobedience to the Mosaic covenant

· 1st deportation to Babylon was in 606; the last was in 586

· In 559, the persian Cyrus took the throne and defeated the Babylonians in 539

· Persians had a liberal foreign policy, so in 538, Cyrus allowed the eliles to return to their home and rebuilt their city and temple.

· After they had begun, opposition came from the Samaritans and they stopped the work

· They then became consumed with building their own houses rather than the house of God

Summary of this period

586
 Jerusalem/temple destroyed by Babylon

539
 Babylon falls to the Medes and Persians as Cyrus becomes ruler

538
 Cyrus issues a decree permitting the Jews to return to Jerusalem

536
 The first return under Zerubbabel

535
  The altar, sacrifices, and foundation of temple restored

535-34  Samaritans oppose the temple project

534
  The work ceases

534-20  Zerubbabel serves as governor and Joshua as high priest

520
 God moves Haggai and Zechariah to encourage the Jews to resume the work

516
 The temple is finished

III. Message and purpose

Haggai presents four messages to the remnant in order to encourage them to rebuild the temple and live holy lives thereby putting themselves in the position to enjoy the blessings of the presence of God thus showing their faith in the promises of God in the future establishment of his kingdom

IV. Perils and priorities in Haggai


A. Perils (4)

1. They had their priorities misplaced

2. They had a wrong perspective

3. False expectations– they though just because they were doing something externally for God, this would earn blessing from God. Just by piling bricks on top of each other was not going to earn merit

4. Afraid– Haggai had to remind them that he was going to judge their enemies


B. Priorities (4) Antidotes
1. Need to understand their duty: This important for understanding the Christians life. This leads to a lot of false sanctification teaching today. So many people are obsessed with finding the formula to fix their life or find God’s will. We must simply do our duty, and God will do the rest and empower us.

2. Shouldn’t compare to what they were doing to what was done in the past: As they were making these comparisons to times past, they became discouraged. In our own lives, if we don’t pastor a huge church or not, this is not success. Success is doing what God has called you to do. The issue is faithfulness.

3. To correct their false expectations, Haggai will instruct them to listen to the priests: One of the jobs of the priests was to teach the law. One of the facets of the law was to obey God. This would lead to ultimate blessing.

4. They had to learn to trust the promises of God: God would one day restore their fortunes, there is no need for fear

Exposition

I.  The first message in which the nation is rebuked for not building the temple to bring 

    conviction (6/1/520): 1:1-15


A. Rebuke for not building: 1:1-6



1. the setting is described: 1a

· Zerub. was a descendant of David. Joshua was a descendant of Aaron. The Lord gave this day on the 6th day of 5th month (August 6th)



2. Zerubbabel/Joshua are addressed regarding the people's indifference: 1b-2

· 14x’s the phase “the Lord of hosts” is used. He refers to the nations as “this people”, as if he is attaching himself from his people. 

· They did not think that it was the right time to build the temple



3. the people are addressed for their selfishness and impoverishment: 3-6

· It was given directly given to the people

· vs.4- Their priorities were mixed up, just like when it is nothing to give up our money for a meal, but we think about it when we must give money for tithe

· In vs. 5-6 he gives four instances that God was not blessing them

1. They were sowing much seed, but bringing in little

2. They had drink, but still thirsty (just enough to fill their minimal needs)

3. Their clothing was thin, because they had so little fiber.

4. Their purses has holes in them. ( they just had enough; couldn’t meet needs)
Excursus #29: a history of the temples

There is so much talk about different temple within Scripture. What is the Bible talking about and which temple is which?

1. the tabernacle
· Exodus: 1446 bc- 1 yr later, the tabernacle became the center of their worship

· It was built at base of Mt. Sinai

· Continued to be base of worhip  for 500 yrs.

· After captivity, it was set up at Shiloh

2. the first temple
· Solomon began to build a temple in the 4th yr of his reign (966 bc) I Kings 6:1

· It was completed around 960.

· The articles from the tabernacle were taken to the temple, and the tabernacle passed off the scene

· There were three parts: 1) outer porch 2) holy place 3) most holy place

· In 588, Nebuchanezzar laid seige on Jerusalem; 

· by 586 temple was looted and burned (2Kings 25: 4,5)

· Temple sacrifice ceased

3. the second temple

· After cyrus captured Babylon, he allowed Israel to return and rebuild temple

· This is the temple that Haggai and Zech wanted to build

· This was destroyed by Anticus in 167

· King Herod began work on this temple around 20-19 BC

· It was not totally completed until about 55 ad

· It was destroyed around 70 ad by titus

4. the third temple
· It is says that antichrist will destroy the temple. But there is no temple.

· Therefore, a temple must be built before antichrist can destroy it

· Don’t get worked up when Jews want to rebuilt a temple. This means nothing about Christ return. They could build a temple, it could stand for 10,000 yrs. and be destroyed

5. the fourth temple
· Millennial temple

· This has supernatural elements

· God must have to have built it or to have helped

· It will stand for 1000 years


B. Exhortation to consider their ways to receive God's blessing: 1:7-11



1. exhort. to rebuild: 7-8a

· run to the woods. There are trees here



2. exhort. to be blessed: 8b-11

· He Gives three examples why they are not getting blessing

1. No grain

2. Drought (vs10)

3. Poor harvest


C. The response of the people: 1:12-15

· The preaching stired up the people

· A similar response was to understand that “God was with them” (This will give us courage and success) Luther had confidence to go before the pope because he knew God was with him. “I will go before the pope, though there be as many devils as tiles on the roof.” He asked time from the pope, before thus said, “Here I stand, God help me.”

II. The second message in which the nation is assured of God's presence to give them 

     courage (7/21/520): 2:1-9


A. The setting is described: 2:1

Excursus #30: the eschatological ramifications of the Feast of Tabernacles


B. The Lord addresses the discouragement of the people: 2:2-3


C. The Lord gives courage and a promise of his faithfulness: 2:4-5


D. The Lord reassures them of future judgment on their enemies and a future 

                glorious temple: 2:6-9

1. vs. 6- shaking of heavens and earth- describes an earthquake that is to be the basis of their confidence. Heb. 12 quotes this passage.

2. vs. 7. The Desire of the nations: Three views

· The desire is an impersonal reference to the wealth of the nations; **why this is the best view:

i. Nation’s don’t desire the Messiah

ii. The word “desire” can be a collective noun referring to desirous things

iii. IF this view is correct, this would indicate the Gentile nations would contribute their wealth to adorn the temple; to valitdate tht that is possible, there are many reference that talk about this. (Ex. 11:2,3; 12:35-36; Ezra 6:8-12;)

iv. He says in verse 8, “The silver is mine and the gold is mine.” ***

· The Desire is a personal reference; a prophecy of the Messiah

· Haggai is being intentionally ambiguous because it si a combination of both

Excursus #31: the future shaking of the heavens and the earth (Hebrews 12; the fifth bowl; the seventh bowl

· The question is, how does the writer of Hebrews use Haggai 2:6. It becomes clear when we understand what Hebrews is all about. Written to Hebrew christians. because of persecution, they were stagnating in the faith. some wanted to return to Judaism. writer is demonstrating the superiority of Christ. to light a fire under them. he give 5 warning. the 5th warning is in Hebrew 12, where Haggai 2:6 is found. point is, when God spoke in the old testament, that was an authoritative and binding code on Israel. He refers to earthquake at Mt. Sinai. When law was give, mountains shook. This was to show the authority of the one giving the law. The want to go back, remember. So he must somehow demonstrate how new authority is better than previous. So his mind goes back Haggai 2, and makes the point that the authority given through Christ is better than that given through Moses.

· 7th bowl judgment; [revelation 16:18]. This becomes a commentary on Haggai 2:6. What is it going to be like? When will this happen? John tells us in Revelation 16. John tells us this earthquake prophesied by Haggai is going to be the worst the world has ever seen. Some results: the great city will be split in three parts. Three views of great city: [Jerusalem, Rome, Babylon (jerry view)] vs. 20- it will level mountains, the islands will disappear. Flood brought topographic changes, so will this. vs. 21- accompanying this massive earthquake, hailstones will come and crush people. Hail is often an instrument of divine judgment [josh. 10:11; job 38:22,23, Is. 28:2, ez. 38:22,23] in spite of these judgment, people will continue to blaspheme God. When will this happen? most likely at the end of the tribulation. [fun fact by jerry: in Leviticus​​​​​​​​​​__, people were stoned for disobeying God. In a sense, God is stoning these people with 100 pounds rocks] [Pentecost gives a commentary on what to do with the extra 45 days added to the trib. that Daniel gives] We may also look at the second coming as an instantaneous event. The Lord touches down on the MT. of olives
Excursus #32: literal fulfillment and the glory of God

· The prophets must be interpreted literally. However, this does not mean there can not be hyperbole, or poetry etc. The biggest reason to take scripture literally is the glory of God. Take the book of Ezekiel. [contains one of the two statements using the term “new covenant”] the new covenant is that cov. which ensures that the abramanic cov. will come to pass. for this to happen, Israel must be in a state of repentance. new cov. tells how they will get a new heart etc. Ezekiel also talks about the new temple. in Ezekiel, there is a tremendous concern for the name of God and the vindication of His character. The concern for God’s name comes with the recurring statement, “I am God”. There are 947 occurences of the root “know”, 99 are in Ezekiel.  The only way God can make good on his promises is to have his prophecies fulfilled the way he said they would.

III. The third message in which he deals with cleanliness and contrasts present blessing 

      with past chastisement (9/24/520): 2:10-19


A. Haggai gives an illustration in which he shows that holiness is not 

            communicable but unholiness is communicable: 2:10-13

· vs. 11- God tells Haggai to get a ruling form the priests. God instructs Haggai to get a ruling from the priests- two questions:
· vs. 12- 1. If somebody is carrying food cleaned and comes in contact with soemthign unclean, will it become clean? No  

· vs. 13- 2. if someone has become unclean by touching a dead body, will the food become unclean? Yes

Excursus #33: clean and unclean

I.   The issue 
· No one knows for sure exactly what made something clean or unclean. the central issue is what made the food contagious.

II.  The cult

· If he were clean, he could worship, but could not if he were unclean

III. The dangers of uncleanness

· This uncleaness could spread. it could go into the temple and this would defile it.

· impurity seeks out holiness

IV. Communicability


B. Haggai applies this illustration by asking them to consider past judgment:

                 2:14-17


C. Haggai applies this illustration by asking them to consider the blessing that 

                would come if they were obedient: 2:18-19

· Just because they are obedient now, they still have to pay the price of sin in the past

IV. The fourth message in which he deals with the hope of the nation as God would one 

      day establish the kingdom (9/24/520): 2:20-23


A. The setting is given: 2:20

· Given on the same day as the previous message

· Zerubbabel will be the signet king [signet designated royal athority]

· 4 things to consider

1. There will be a future overthrow of Israel’s enemy

2. A descendant of Jehoiachin will be a ruler in that day

3. This ruler will also be a ruler of Zerubbabel

4. This descendant will be a political ruler, as Zerabbabel was


B. The nations will be destroyed: 2:21-22


C. Zerubbabel will be the signet king: 2:23

Excursus #34: the role of Zerubbabel in Haggai

· Zerb was a governor of Judah in the post exilic community. HE was the heir- apparent to the Davidic throne…grandson of Jehoiachin. 
· One of his emphasis was to make Israel into a worshipping community around the temple. Important to connect Haggai with 1 Chronicles. 
· Chronicles greatly stresses David’s role in the temple. 9 chapters are devoted to david’s prep for the temple. only four are given to Solomon’s construction of it. 
· Haggai is making the point that just as David was instrumental in giving Israel the 1st temple, Zerb is instrumental in the 2nd temple. Zerb is a rep of the Davidic line who promotes proper temple worship.
·  Question is… in 20-23 in Haggai 2, how does Zerb fulfill this prophecy? Two possibilities: 
1. Zerb is a type of the Messiah. [Feinberg, 247]  

2. Zerb himself will have a place of honor in the Messianic kingdom. [Pentecost, 500; 
McClain, 210] Hully view that the first is correct. 
