HABAKKUK

Introduction

I.   Writer


* name has something to do with an “embrace”. Writing style very similar to that of Eccliciastes. 


* Hullunger theory on Ecc.: When you read through Proverbs, it almost seems unrealistic (train up a child, and he will no depart). Therefore, it is giving general wisdom principles. Eccliastsias is a disclaimer to Proverbs. He is not seeking filling in his life. The phrase often repeated is “vanity of vanity”- as if it is ironic. The purpose is to point out that sometimes the principles in proverbs don’t always  work out the way we want them to. It is a very pessimistic book. Therefore, the best thing we can to is enjoy the life God has given us. (God never told Job why he was suffering, he basically said- Be quiet) And fear Him, which is to say- obey him.


* Habakkuk is disturbed that he isn’t doing something. It is not wrong to ask God questions.

II.  Date


* Appears to take place during reign of Jahoiakim. 


* 604 BC

III. Historical background


* Babylon had emmerged as the world power. On the national scene, the southern kingdom had become entirely corrupt. Habakkuk had lamented this corruption. Wondered why God was not doing anything. Babylonian History:


A. Nabopollasar (626)



* 1st king of Babylonian empire. Father of Nebuchanezzar


B. Nineveh (612-610)


C. Egypt and Pharaoh Neco (609)



* Assyrians sought help of Egypt etc. to go against 


D. Babylonians defeat Neco (605)



* Took some back with him, including Daniel


E. Nebuchadnezzar returns (597)



* Ezekial was most notable


F. Neb. returns a 3rd time (588)



* He returns


G. 586-573



* Babylon controlled virtually the entire area which had been promised to Abraham.


H. Neb. subjugates Egypt (568)



* Babylon brings Egypt under their control


I.  Neb. dies (562)


* evil son assumes the throne

J.  Belshazzar (549)


* Commander of the armies. Figures into Daniel’s chronology


K. Babylon captured (539)

IV. Message and Purpose

The seeming indifference of God toward the sinful life of Judah and the seeming unrighteousness of God in using the Chaldeans to judge Judah is presented in order to vindicate the righteous character of God as is seen in his activities in the world which should lead the nation to rest in the righteous character of God

V.  Literary style

1. Taunt- God will taunt the Babylonians

2. Psalm- God will have musical direction with that psalm

3. Dialogue

VI. Distinctive features

Exposition

I.  Introduction as an oracle of Habakkuk which he saw: 1:1

II. The first dialogue between Habakkuk and God records the prophet's complaint 

     regarding God's seeming indifference: 1:2-11


A. The complaint: 1:2-4

· vs2- He is concerned that God is not hearing him. This does not mean that he is not aware of his prayers, but when we see “hear” in the Bible in this case- it means “answer”. Ex. Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane staggering and prayering- “Take this cup from me.” This is incorrect to think that Jesus was shrinking from the writing of the cross. There has been others who have given there lives valiantly. It has been said in Hebrews 5, that he was “heard, and the Lord answered him”. Therefore, God answered his prayer, and did not allow him to die spiritually.
· vs.3- The key word in vs 3 is translated “violence”. Hebrew word “hamas”. The term violence refers to violation of the moral law. [classic text on the moral law is Romans 2- which is the innate sence of right and wrong that every man has] Hab. is indicating that his people are violating this law.

· vs.4- B/c God has not been judging Judah, people are disregarding the Mosaic law and don’t think anyone will punish them


B. The reply: 1:5-11



1. God is doing a great work: 5

· Take your eyes off Judah, God is doing something beyond Judah. God is doing something on the international seen that the prophet is asking for


2. God is going to judge: 6

· God explains what the great work is that he is doing. [Shows the importance of following what the writer is say- DON’T PULL THIS VERSE OUT OF CONTEXT…. charasmatics!] The great work here is that he is raising out the Chaldeans (ruling class of Babylonian empire) to do his work



3. God describes the dreadful character of the Chaldeans: 7-11




a. vs.7- Other nations feared Babylon




b. He give description of Babylonians

1. Law unto themselves (v7)

2. Armorment described (v8)






* Uses leopard to describe them (swift)






* Uses wolf to describe them (eager hunter)






* Uses eagle to describe them (swoops down and captures unexpecting)

3. Loved violence (v9)






* They loved battle and violence and were bent towards it






* Uses “east wind” to describe this [seen in Jonah] Just as these winds 





would drive dust thrugh city, so would this army.






* described as a whirlwind

4. Threatened by anyone (v.10)





* [Art of warfare]
5. Worshipped power (vs.11)

III. The second dialogue between Habakkuk and God records the prophet's questions as 

      to how God can use a sinful instrument: 1:12—2:20


A. Habakkuk questions God's use of the sinful Chaldeans: 1:12-17



1. He affirms God's holiness: 12-13




a. After first dialogue, Hab. understands that God will judge.




b. he states “we shall not die”. Understands that God will chasten/ but not destroy




c. vs.13- God seems to looking approvingly upon the Babylonians. 




d. How can he be holy and yet use an unholy instrument like the Chaldeans?



2. He is confused how God can use a wicked nation: 14-15




a. “God has made man as the fish of the sea”- No one controls the fish of the sea




b. It seems as though no one is control. Big fish gobble up little ones etc. etc.




c. It is historical in that Assyrians (and Babylonians) they would string hooks 



through their captives mouths and connect them to others like fish on a line



3. He is confused how God can tolerate the sin of Bab: 16-17


B. Habakkuk declares that he will wait for an answer from the Lord: 2:1


C. God instructs the prophet to record the answer he is about to receive: 2:2-20



1. God's instructions: 2




a. 
He is picturing himself as a sentinel. He is going to stand upon a tower and 




wait judgment




b.
Write down and tablets what he going to see



2. God assures Habakkuk that the vision will be fulfilled even if it appears 

                   delayed: 3




a. What he tells them will be fulfilled, even though it may be delayed



3. God condemns the sin of the Chaldeans but states by contrast the 

                   righteous person would live by faith: 4-5



4. God pronounces a series of woes on Babylon: 6-19




a. for aggression: 6-8




b. for pride: 9-11




c. for violence: 12-14




d. for debauchery: 15-17




e. for idolatry: 18-19



5. God admonishes Habakkuk to keep silence: 20

IV. In response to the two dialogues Habakkuk offers prayer and praise 

      to God as an expression of his faith in God: 3:1-19


A. Habakkuk prays for divine intervention but also for mercy: 3:1-2


B. Habakkuk rehearses intervention in the past at Mt. Sinai: 3:3-7


C. Habakkuk rehearses intervention in the past in nature: 3:8-15


D. Habakkuk responds to these facts: 3:16-19

* Habakkuk was about to go under when he started this book. He prayer to God and God answered him. He started in the pits and he ended up on the mountain. The prophet had a problem. He than received revelation from the Lord and he had to decide if he was going to obey and believe this revelation. Don’t be impatient with people. One must go through this process. We may be angry or frustrated. It takes time.
Excursus #25: living by faith—8 affirmations

If there is a key for the Christian life, it would be FAITH. 

1. Faith affirms the person of God as he is revealed in the Bible. [there are many strange ideas of who God is. Einstein, Neitzche] The fact is, when we avoid the one true God, automatically we will find an alternative, which will be many gods. We must be aware of mysticism. That we don’t build our own golden calves. Habakkuk believed in God. But it took him time to put his faith in the God of the Bible. We must take him as a whole.
2. Faith affirm the goodness of God.



a.  Habakkuk refers to this in vs. 12- “we shall not die”




1. Referring to the covenant to Israel.




2. Goodness will chase us until we enter heaven.



b.  When we see something that happens bad to us, he is simply preparing us for 




something good.

3. We must affirm the wisdom of God. 


a. This could be the most difficult of all


b. God’s goodness and widom are linked

4. Faith affirms the worth of God

· Every stuggle we face is a struggle of idolatry.

· What do we want to serve, what will pay the biggest dividends

· If we are to live by fiath, we must understand that God is worth

5. Faith affirms what seems to be impossible



a. Our faith must be based upon what God has revealed though it seems impossible




i. This is not the “new reality” of the faith movement.



b. Abraham believed what seemed impossible- he would have a child




i. Destruction of Sodom and Gomarrah confirmed first promise

6. Faith affirms there are no regrets

7. Faith affirms God’s timing

8. Faith affirms the future which God has promised

