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Intro.

I. Title

· Each book of the Pentateuch originally received it’s title from the first words of the Hebrew text. The first word in the Hebrew test is translated “In the beginning”. Our English title for Genesis comes from the Latin Vulgate translated by Jerome. Latin title came from the Septuagint

II. Authorship

· The book does not mention the author by name. It was always assumed that it was Moses until the 19th century. By the middle of the 19th century. Belhouse believed that Moses did not write the Pentateuch or Genesis. Theory was several who lived after Moses composed it and an editor put it together. This is called the JEDP theory. 

· The “J” material 

· was written around 58 BC was so named because it was enriched with “Yahweh”. This was written in the southern kingdom. Organized by biography, anthropomorphic descriptions of God. etc.

· The “E” material

· has an interest in concrete details. Is rich with Elohim

· The “D” material

· 621 BC. – During reform movement of King Josiah

· The “P” material

· 570 BC- Concerned with priestly matters

· This is the common accepted view in most critical thinking. It is accepted widespread. It is utter nonsense!! Reasons:

· To isolate documents because they use different names for God is very suspect

· In the past, it was very common for deity to have common names

· Style and vocabulary will change determined by context

· Lack of unanimity; Is it from P, or E etc.??

· Takes out the supernatural

· Archeological finding have found that the writing of Genesis were earlier than this theory would admit.

· Reasons for Mosaic authorship:

· Inside: Num. 33:1

· Outside: Neh. 13:1

· Christ and the apostles view Moses as the author of the Pentateuch

1. Mark 12:26

2. John 5:46

3. Acts 7 [Stephens address]

III.
Date

· The events will go back to the creation of the world. Many people believe the world is billions of years old. They think this because of scientists. Then they compare the Bible to what the scientists say. This is very dangerous! Science is fine, but it changes. If we begin comparing objective things in the Bible to science, this is bad. 

· Stephen Hawkings has changed his view on black holes. Science changes!

· Most evangelicals believe the world is not more than 10,000 years old. This view is based on genealogies of Scripture being open. Open: they are not complete. There are gaps. This allows more time. Some believe the genealogies are closed. That is they are complete, or almost. This would lead to about 6,000 year old earth..

· Date of writing of Genesis: Sometime within Moses’ lifetime. Lived from 1525-1405 B.C. Probably written shortly after the giving of the Law, around 1405.

· Strong for Mosaic authorship: Oswald Alice- The Five Books of Moses; Kenneth Kitchen- Theological Students Fellowship Bulletin, 1971-72; Cassudo- The Documentary Hypothesis.
IV.
Scope

· Around 2500 years. It will begin general then gradually narrow.

V.
Occasion

· The need that gave rise to this being written was the entrance into the Promised Land. What we have in Genesis will relate to the needs that they had as they tried to take over the Promised Land. They would have questions like: How did we come to be? What is our purpose? Who is our God? [Egypt was a very polytheistic culture remember.]

VI.
Purpose

· Genesis starts with God’s eruption into human history. This happens by creation. After creating the cosmos. God appoints man as his regent. He is going to extend his rule from the heavenlies to human man.

· When the first couple fell, this mediatorial kingdom was shattered. The overarching point of history since the Fall was to reinstitute what was lost. 

· First major phase was the call of Abraham and the promises made to him.

· Genesis records the irruption of God into human history and the election of Abraham and his seed to whom covenant promises are made in order to show the nation that they are the vehicle through which God would rule and bless the world so that they would be encouraged and strengthened as  they entered the promised land.
[Every part of my purpose statements have 1) Content 2) Purpose (Why would this be in the Bible?) 3) Reason]

VII.
Structure

· Made very clear with the phrase “the generations of…” toledot: This is derived from a verb which means “to cause”. This is not just introducing a story. This is showing what becomes of a subject which is relevant to the book.

· References to each occasion of toledot
· 2:4

· 5:1

· 6:9

· 10:1

· 11:10

· 11:27

· 25:12

· 25:19

· 36:1

· 36:9

· 37:2

Exposition

I.

Moses describes the creation of the universe by God in order to show his majestic sovereignty and instruct Israel that the basis of their theocracy goes back to the God of Creation: 1:1-2:3

· Two introductory points

· God as Creator

· Eschatological connection with Sinai

· Simply put, the covenant was meant to restore the blessings of creation. The Mosaic Covenant (Law) was given to Israel. Not to church, or individuals. It is a unit. It was the means by which Israel would be blessed by God. They were given phenomenal promises. How would they get these promises? By obedience to the Law. The were in a constant cycle of disobeying and obeying.

· Genesis also give hope to the nation. The promises are secure. Even though the law was the means of restoration, the promises are secure. They are wrapped up in the integrity of the nature of God.



A. Moses notes that God is the sovereign creator: 1:1-2

· Initial statement of creation: 1:1
· three views of 1:1

· Reference to the original creation. We do not live in this world today. The rest of the account is the creation of the world we live in today. [Keil,Deilich]

· The first act of creation. The first day. This statement is followed by more detail. [Martin Luther, John Davis, Hullinger] God created on the first day. The consequence is in vs. 2. Vs. 3 is then the created word.

· Vs. 1 is topic sentence. Vs. 2 then begins creation account [George Bush, Young, Ross, Waltky]

· Six philosophies contradicted

1. Atheism: God exists

2. Pantheism: God is distinct from creation, He is not part of it

3. Polytheism: there are not multiple gods

4. Materialism: says matter is eternal. God brought it into existence

5. Naturalism: i.e. evolution. 

6. Fatalism: Created by a personal act. He didn’t have to, but chose to

· “in the beginning”

· This is the beginning of creation, not all things. Reference to the beginning of the creation of the cosmos, not all things. 

· “God”

· Word for God here is “Elohim”. This is an apologetic against pagan religions. This stresses his power, and sovereignty. He is the God of gods.

· “created” (bara- ex nihilo & per verbum)
· Bara always denotes Divine activity. God is always the subject of this verb. The verb itself doesn’t always mean “out of nothing”. In 2:1, same verb used to show creation of man with existing material.

· Occurs 46x’s in OT. 11’s in Genesis

· BibSac- 592 [Talbot]

· “heaven and earth”

· No word in Hebrew for “universe”. This is called a “marism”. To show that everything exists.

· preliminary word about atheism
· There are several types. They say, man created God to meet his needs. 

· However, there can be no such things as an atheists. They don’t posses all knowledge. At best, there can be agnostics. 

· Atheism has nothing to do with proofs. There are proofs for God’s existence. But atheism denies the clear teaching of Scripture. Theistic evolutionism is a step away from atheism. 

· Romans 1- Paul is indicting the human race. In 1, he is indicting them in general. 1:18- “hold”- means to suppress, like a giant spring. “The truth” is not the truth of the gospel. Paul has not discussed this yet. He is talking about the truth of God’s existence. vs. 19. “in” here has the idea of  in their midst. God is known in their midst. People are damned because they have not responded to general revelation.

· If there is a god, why is their atheists? 1) Somebody experiences a huge crisis. Child deformed etc. They think, God can’t exist. 2)If you deny a God, there is not supreme being who will hold you accountable. I will not be judged. Julian Huxely [evolutionist]- “It is because this concept interferes with our sexual moorings.”

· Conditions at creation: 1:2
· “and” (“now”)

· “without form and void”

· more of a figure of speech. Hendiadys- this is when two nouns are joined with an “and” to express a singular idea. The world was not organized.

· This refers to the condition of the land in its state before it was fallen.

· “deep”- 36x’s in OT. Has the idea of deep ocean. 

· “spirit of God”- Hebrew word spirit can be translated “wind” or “spirit” [AV] If it was wind, the idea would be a winding blowing over the ocean. The AV is correct to imply that the spirit of God was the one who moved. The spirit of God is the third person of the Trinity.

· Excurses: The Holy Spirit and Creation

1. The Holy Spirit did have a part in creation. 

· The OT leads us to believe that it was the Father. Then NT [Col., John] tell us it was the Son. But here we see it was the Spirit. What gives? 

· Deut. 32:11- we have the only other construction like this. God is preparing the nation. In 32:11, God’s care for Israel is likened to eagle fluttering over her young. In Gen. 1:2, the Holy Spirit was fluttering, or taking care of the disorganization of the earth [“formless void”]

· Ps. 33:6; Job 26:13; 27:3; 33:4

2. Nature of the Spirit work

· Helpful to think in terms of the economic trinity. ie. different members of the trinity have different roles. Normally this refers to salvation. We can also view it this way in creation.

· Holy Spirit has a planning and delegating role [vs.2]. The Son in creation brings matter into existence [vs. 1] The Spirit fashions it into a design that the Son did. Each had their function.


B. Moses presents the powerful, creative word of God in the universe: 1:3-31

1. The first day: God creates light and separates it from darkness: 1:3-5

a. standard formula

i. announcement: “God said”

ii. command: “let their be”

iii. fulfillment: “it was so”

iv. execution: light, darkness etc.

v. approval: “God saw that it was good

vi. subsequent good: “God called”

vii. Day #

Verse 3

b. “God said”

c. “let there be”

d. “light”

i. Issue is: how do you define light in vs. 3?

ii. Some say it is referencing some distance light[ie. Shikinah glory]

iii. Some say it is the Sun. Even though already created, not visible to 4th day.

iv. Best: all were created on 1st day. All given later functions on 4th day.

Verse 4

e. “saw”

i. “to reflect on” or “to conclude or survey”

ii. God survey and reflected on what he did. Now he will give his opinion

f. “good”

i. Common adjective in OT. Fitness for it’s purpose

g. “divided”

h. “darkness”

i. Simply the absence of light

i. “called”

i. In OT. To call something something, this shows he is sovereing over them

ii. Critical when dealing with Adam and Eve

j. “evening and morning”

i. “evenening” first because Jews started day with darkness.

ii. When day refers to lengthy time [Day of Salvation, Day of the Lord] is will be in genetival constructive

iii. Even when day is used for lengthy time, it never refers to millions and billions of years. Even if it did exist in this verse, it’s never this long

2. The second day: God creates the firmament to provide a division for waters: 1:6-8

a. “firmament: (6)

b. “divided” (7)

c. “and it was so” (7)

i. found outside of Genesis in only two other places: Judges 6:38; 2 Kings 15:12. Has the idea of something that is complete.

d. “heaven” (8)

3. The third day: God creates dry land with vegetation to bring about fullness to the earth: 1:9-13

a. “waters” (9)

b. “one place” (9)

i. View in OT as chaotic. Obstacle for man enjoying the land was the water.

ii. Precursor of the parting of the Red Sea, parting of Jordan etc.

iii. God removes the water so they can enjoy the land

c. “good” (10)

d. “bring forth” (11)

i. God creates plants with seed in them so they could reproduce. He created plants with age. Trees with rings, and Adam as an adult

e. “grass” (11)

f. “after it’s kind” (11)

i. Different families God instituted

4. The fourth day: God creates the luminaries to regulate divisions: 1:14-19

a. is this section a polemic?

i. In other cultures, sun and moon were most important god in their world. Stars controlled their destiny. So this a polemic in part.

ii. Four reasons this is a polemic

· Sun moon and stars are created by God. They are God’s creatures. They are not gods, because they were created

· Divided into greater lights and lesser lights. This diminishes them

· Given the task of lighting the earth. That was a lowly function in the ANE.

· Stars were believed to control man’s destiny. But moses says as an afterthought- “and he made the stars also”

b. “lights” (14)

c. “signs” (14)

i. used elsewhere throughout the Pentateuch. Plagues are called signs. Each of the plagues were brought about a deity. 

ii. They point to who God is and how great he is

d. “seasons” (14)

e. functions

i. distinguished day from night

ii. distinguished the seasons

iii. illuminated the earth

f. the problem of light travel

i. Starlight and Time—Humphreys

ii. Some get very very technical on this issue

5. The fifth day: God creates sea and sky life: 1:20-23

a. “whales” (21)

i. reference to large fish. Large and powerful

ii. Significant that vs. 21 since vs.1 that verb “barah” is used. Moses did this because in the ANE, beasts were considered to be evil. Moses says that these are creations of God, not our rivals.

b. “let the fowl multiply” (22)

i. Birds and fish on the same day.

ii. Evolutionists say birds came from reptiles

iii. Phrase stresses the fruitfulness that will come because of His decree.

iv. God enriched them with the ability to reproduce. Why is this important to Israel when going into promised land? There were fertility cults. Remember, it is God who makes us fertile.

6. The sixth day: God creates land animals and then man to show the culmination of creation: 1:24-31

a. “cattle, creeping things, and beast” (24)

i. “cattle”—that which could be tamed

ii. “beasts”—wild animals

iii. Dominion lost by Adam is regained by 2nd Adam. Mark says Christ was “with the wild beasts”. Foreshadowing of what the kingdom will be like.

b. the difficulty of “us” (26)

i. why is this pronoun plural. Problem? We saw this in “Elohim” in vs. 1. This was to show that the God is the God of gods. Probably not best to prove Trinity with this verse. 

ii. This is a different issue

iii. Four views to this pronoun:

· plurality: We have the doctrine of the Trinity. View of Church Fathers. Unanimous. [Keil & Deilich, Feinberg, No One Like Him (448)]

· majesty: If a plural of majesty is used here, only place in OT used here. Perhaps better explanation

· self- determination: Almost encouragement.

· the heavenly court—reference to angels. Why? In the Israelite contest, the plural is naturally understood to refer to his heavenly court (I Kings 22:19-22; Job 1:6-12; Job 2:1-6; Isaiah 6:1-8) View held by Jewish commentaries [also Skinner, Zimmerly, Whenem etc.] If this is the case, then God is inviting the angels in heavne to participate in role of man. Not involved in creation. But involved in role of praise. This is drawing attention to the master stroke of creation: MAN! Link to Job 38:4,7.

c. “man” (26)

i. Sometimes used collectively

ii. sometimes used as individuals

iii. here, as first man: head of the race

d. (the) “man” (27)

i. article here. Indicates previous reference. He means the afore mentioned man.

e. the image (imago dei) (26)

i. Three issues involved:

· What is the image?

· What effect the fall had on the image?

· What effect does redemption have on the issue?

ii. Key passages: 

· Genesis 1

· Genesis 5:1,3

· Genesis 9:6

· I Corinthians 11:7

· Colossians 3:10

· James 3:9

· Hebrews 2:6-8

iii. Five views:

· Substantive view—identify particular quality of man as the image of God. Maybe his reason or spirituality.

· Relational view—image is our ability to have interpersonal relationships

· Functional view—the image has function of exercising dominion over creation

iv. the meaning of “image” (tselem) and “likeness” (demuth)

· refers to something that is similar to, but not identical to what it represents. Hully opinion: controversy comes from an attempt to narrow it down to much. This is why there are problems. When says we are in the image of God, it says we are like God. Now we must see what the Bible says about God and what it says about man. Let us not be too narrow. 

· Multiple ways we are like God.

a. Morally—We have an inner sense of right and wrong (Rom. 2)

b. Spiritually—we have an immaterial part. We can have spiritual life. We also have immortality.

c. Mentally—We can reason and think logically. Animals can’t do this. They debate issues. They don’t get technical. Beavers and birds are the same way.

d. Relationally—We can get married. We have friends and relationships with others and God.

· Even though man is fallen, there is still enough likeness that we are like his image [Genesis 9:6] The fall has affected his image, but it is still retained. Man’s moral purity has been lost, to reason clearly etc. It is tainted, but still there somewhat. Sanctification is the progresive process to regain this. (2 Cor. 3:18). At glorification, it will be completey restored. [I Cor. 15:49; I John 3:2]

· Does the image include our bodies?

a. JETS- Waltkey, winter ’76 (three reasons why doesn’t include bodies)

b. Hully says: yes. He doesn’t mean God has a body. But the way our bodies reflect his image, with our bodily parts, we can do things that God can without a body. [Seeing, hearing]

· Six implications of the image (adapted from D.A. Carson, The Gagging of God, 204-212) – “If we really came from the much, then we have a totally different view of ourselves than what we should.”  If we are not in the image of God, this has numerous ramificaitons!

a. We are distinct from the rest of creation

b. The image estabishes the accountability of man—we have a sense of right and wrong. If one rejects the image and accountability, the alternatives are social determinism [driven by our environment] or stress on genetics or model of victimization. All in vogue in our culture today.

c. We have dignity—

d. Creation in the image of God—We will be endlessly restless

e. The image of God give us a proper perspective on nature—mankind is more significant than any other aspect of the universe

f. The image that has been marred has been anticipated through the work of the 2nd Adam [I Cor. 15 etc.]

· The Image and the Mosaic Covenant

f. The Creation of man

i. The Holy Spirit

· Brought man into existence. He is the one who is in direct contact with man. He is the hands on member of the trinity [Job 27:3;33:4]

ii. The work

· Two separate actions

a. formation of man’s body

b. inpartation of the life principle—not much time between two

iii. The fashion

· Created with the appearance of age—Is age even an appropriate word to use? He was a perfect specimen

· Adam wasn’t created morally neutral. He had an inherent righteousness, but an unconfirmed righteousness. (That is, positive goodness. However, it had to be confirmed.)

g. Man before the Fall

i. posse peccare & posse non peccare [Latin for the ability to sin or not to sin. This is classic free will. Had both abilities.]

ii. adjutorium not non posse peccare [Ability not to sin]

iii. posse mori and posse non mori [ability to die/ability not to die]

h. “blessed” (28)

i. Made possible for them to accomplish the performance God had for them. 

i. “be fruitful and multiply” (28)

i. Most have generally recognized that this command was given to Adam as the head of the race, not to individuals. God has not charged every human being to beget children. Man made some incapable of having children. [Vicki Love- Childless is not Less] 
ii. This should not be used to command that people should have as many children as they can.

iii. Sex is the divinely ordained method of carrying this out. Therefore, sex is good. Hasten to add though, procreation is not the only purpose of sex. It should be enjoyable. Refer to the Puritans. They had a handle on this. Not repressed individuals as we think they were. [favorite verse on sex for Puritans- “Jacob sported with Rachel]

iv. God did not make men and women physically to make children without a marriage partner. Sometimes this has to be. Divorce, or death. So many people have divorce because of both, but sometimes it is only because of the one. One parent is not God’s intent.

v. As children observe godly parents, they will have healthy sexual identity. They will learn the roles of men and women and unconditional love. [hully opinion- parental mistakes are part of God’s plan. It’s good for children to see parents to make mistakes.]

j. “subdue” (28-31)

i. used in a variety of ways. “to enslave”, “to conquer”. All post-fall. To bring something under control for one’s advantage. Not abusing nature, but using it as their master.

k. Four principles from Genesis 1

i. God is without peer or competitor. He is Elohim. Brings into existence what others worship

ii. God is Creator and Law-giver—He ordains.

iii. World reflects the Creator

iv. Man is the apex of creation—He alone bears the divine image

VIEWS OF ORIGINS

[Hully doesn’t like all of this, but it must be talked about.]

· Two preliminary comments

· We get so sidetracked with all these theories. Genesis is not concerned with this.

· Science has an agenda. Scientists are not morally unbiased. Don’t assume this is an innocent study.  Science is a game. “Let us see how far we can go without invoking the supernatural.” The Bible and science are not in competition. The Bible is not a science textbook. This was not God’s intent. Interpret the text and let science take care of itself.

1. Three broad viewpoints

· evolution—everything came from one single cell that took billions of years. It cannot be proved

· theistic evolution—attempting to harmonize the Bible and scientific theory. He believes in evolution, but God superintended the process. 

· Special creation—God created all life forms through the supernatural Acts described in Genesis. Gives primacy to Scripture. Evolution give primacy to science. TE to both

2. Five views of creation

· atheistic evolution

· statement—everything has come to be by natural process. No divine interaction

· influence—[Henry Morris/ BibSac]

· resolving tension w/ the Bible—in this attempt there are only four possibilities. 1)Believe both viewpoints [theistic evolutionists] 2)Accept evolution, then would force you to allegorize the Bible. You have to do this 3)Accept evolution and reject the Bible 4) Accept the Bible and reject evolution

· Importance— American Atheist:
· The acronym FACE— [Hannegraff, The Face that Demonstrates…]

· Fossil Follies—transitional forms do not exist. There are variations between species, but not brand new ones.

· Ape-men fiction—difference between an ape and one who can sent someone to the moon is infinity

· Chance—

· Empirical science—

· not new with Darwin—found in ancient Greeks. DesCartes, Kant, Bacon, great-grandson of Darwin

· Problems expanded (7)

· Mutations—problem is, there are sudden different species

· How matter that supposedly existed came into form today

· Fossil record

· arrangement of fossil record

· Form of matter—even simplest form [still complex]

· Immergence of life

· Immergence of man’s personality—How do you account for the soul, he is God conscious, he is spiritual

· why so popular (4)

· Evolution is a closed system. When this happens, you are able to illiminate God and deify man. Man is selfish and hates God

· theistic evolution

· These people believe in evolution. Just believe God has superintended the process

· Only two positions—Creation or evolution

· Creation and evolution fully exhaust the possibilites!

· It’s impossible to believe simultaneously in 2 opposing views

· Problems (4)

· Denies historicity of Genesis

· Genesis is clear that Adam and Eve are unique beings. They believe man happened over million of years

· Issue of sin and death. We say there was no sin or death before the fall. TE say death was in the world before the fall

· Scripture makes a vast gulf between man and animal

· Conclusion

· Lane, BibSac

· Contradiction of terms like flaming snowflakes

· progressive creationism

· Believes God created the world but as long period. They view day as a geological age

· Evaluation

· Motive is to harmonize the Bible with science

· Taking the six days of creation as ages is very odd exegetically. It is unprecedented. Whenever day is used of a long period, it’s always like Day of the Lord etc. But even then, it is never millions of years.

· They hold that death entered the world before the fall. Death took on it’s horror after the fall. Strange exegesis

· six-day creationism

· Says Genesis described God who created the world in six literal days

· Views science as determinative in the debate

· Strong exegetical base. 

· Takes the normal meaning of the text

· Gap theory (summary)

· Indeterminate amount of time between 1:1 and 1:2

· Arises out of a high view of Scripture. Those who hold this are very similar to us but….

· Expanded—

· Vs. 1 reveals a perfect heaven and perfect earth. Pre-Adamic race populated that. Lucifer had his head-quarters in Eden and ruled over this Pre-Adamic race. God responded by judging this original creation of 1:1

· View became prominent in 1800’s by Thomas Chalmers. Others: Dalich, Pember, Harry Rimmer, Pink, Chafer, Scofield, DuHann, Barnhouse, Lewis

· 1st argument they will use—“And” in verse 2. Indicating consecutive sequence. Says it shows what happened after in verse 1. However, this makes a break I sequence. It could also say “now”. Hebrew scripture does not support a gap.

· 2nd argument- “was” they will say means “became”. It is true it can be translated “became” sometimes, but not here. This WAS it’s condition

· 3rd argument—say “without form and void” represents evil condition. This is not always the sense of the phrase.

· 4th argument—they say “darkness” represents evil. But remember, evening was apart of the day that God called good.

· 5th argument—say “replenish” is “refilling”. But this means to fill, not refill

· CONCLUSION:

· Very few Hebrew scholars hold to this view

3. Non-gap theories (precision with the Genesis text)

· Crux of the issue is how to understand “without form” and “void”

· this condition resulted after God judged the universe originally created

· this condition characterized the universe when God created it ***

· this condition existed before God began creating—in other words, this predates 1:1. Genesis is the world we know now

4. A closer look at the issue of creation vs. re-creation

· the initial chaos theory

· This argues that when it was brought into existence, there was a chaotic view. This would be the traditional view

· 1st objection: “heaven and earth” in 1:1. They say, how can you bring something to be without form and void

· 2nd objection: argued here, throughout the Bible, ‘without form and void’ has negative conotation

· Hully comments: Must “heaven and earth” always mean the same thing. Does it always have to have meaning…. in must be used at some point. They will use Is. 45:18. “in vain” is our word “formless” in 1:1. Seems to support recreation. Word “formless” has the idea of uninhabitable. sometimes translated “desert”. Therefore, he didn’t create it to be uninhabitable. He didn’t create matter to leave it that way.

5. No conflict between the Bible and science

· Many times, those who believe the Bible have crafted explanations not based on the text

· Some people are just bent upon naturalism

REFLECTIONS ON CREATION

· This is important because people have a hard time understanding what their role in life is.
· THE CREATION SHOULD POINT OUR THOUGHTS TO GOD
· THESE THINGS SHOULD LEAD US TO WORSHIP GOD
· In theology is a much neglected doctrine—doctrine of beauty. In his perfection, God’s being is infinitely beautiful. This is when he reveals himself to man. Part of the reason God created was to reveal his beauty.  This is important to bring up at funerals. Many people feel sorry when they die. They feel they are getting cheated. They feel like leaving their daughter, son, pet etc. is horrible. But they will enjoy things so much better in glory. Perhaps greatest sermon ever in a while [C.S Lewis The Weight of Glory] St. Augustine was one of first to bring this out. “To late have I love you, O beauty.” Things God made are good, but even these good things should lead us to God.
· SOME OF GOD’S CREATIONS ARE MERELY FOR HIS OWN GOOD PLEASURE
· Job 38,39- [vs. 16,22,26] God says some things to Job to illustrate this point. God- “There are things in the universe that only God sees.” God is reveling in his own creation.
· MATTER IS NOT ETERNAL
· [Game of Science- Thesis: How far can we go without bringing in the supernatural] Gagging of God- Illustration of man who was fired because he did not believe in evolution. Interesting, many scientists don’t believe in evolution but can’t come out because it will ruin career. [mocking evolution- “It will end like a bad dream. He has climbed the mountain of ignorance. As he pulls himself over the rock, he will be greeted by a band of theologians who have been their for centuries.
· MATTER IS NOT EVIL
· MATTER IS NOT NEUTRAL
· Man doesn’t know what to do with creation. Start with the Puritans. They had great handle on it. Many believe they were people who were afraid that somewhere someone is having a good time. Now, the Christian life is not all fun, but we must have a balance. No one matches how to live the Christian life like the Puritans. [Leeland Richen- Worldly Saints: The Puritans as they really were.] There is a negative worldliness and a positive worldliness. If we have only the negative, we will grow suspicious of anything in the creative order. We will look at other Christians sideways. How can they enjoy that. Chapter 1 of Richen’s book, 14 misconceptions of the Puritans:
· Everyone know they wore drab unfashionable clothes: NO! They dressed with dignity and formality in church. Outside of it they dressed flashy. Owen had velvet jacket, spanish boots. etc.
· Opposed and recreation: NO! They enjoyed music, skating, archery etc. Just not on Sunday.
· Old fashioned movement only enjoyed by those over 70. NO! They were very up to date and fashionable.
· Martin Luther has made a great impact on family life. Enjoyed life. We work play and grow.
· SECULAR VS. THE SACRED [CITY OF GOD VS CITY OF MAN]
· City of God would be religious. City of man would be the culture with which we live in. We must keep the secular and the sacred distinct. Many say it does not go this way. Music: Nothing wrong with secular music. It is fine. It’s purpose is to entertain us. It’s purpose is to make us feel good. Many try to take this music and bring it into church. Now we are in the city of God. We are not there to get entertained. Church music should have a different criteria. Does it bring glory to God. Nonsense in the church. [Beyond Culture Wars: Michael Horton] Even Bach and Handle wrote secular and sacred. But they kept it separate. Today, many have fused the both.
· WE MUST NOT SHUN INVOLVEMENT IN THE CITY OF MAN
· Follow examples of Joseph and Daniel. Both involved in secular societies. Gained respect by those they worked with much more had they tried to create a little kingdom on earth. [examples: Puritans, Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Edwards] They created many secular works. Melancthon taught teachers how to teach, “teach with the same spirit as you would in the service of God.”
· LEGITAMACY OF WORK IN THE CITY OF MAN
· Some have mentality that there is a stigma behind secular work. Like they are a second class citizen because they are not in the ministry. Like they do nothing of value.

C.
Moses presents the completion of the creation: 2:1-3

1. “the host of them” (1)
2. “seventh” & “rested”—“rested” means God ceased from activity. This is what we get Sabbath from. TWO MISUNDERSTANDINGS HERE:
a. God was not tired—This is rediculous. God can’t get tired
b. God did not cease from all activity—ceased from what he was doing in Genesis 1. Stopped creating.
3. does this passage support a Sabbath (or Sunday) for the Christian?
a. There is no explicit command do keep the Sabbath in Genesis.
b. God instituted marriage in Genesis 2, this does not mean everyone must be married though
c. NO NT passage that God changed the Sabbath to a new day.
d. We may benefit from the Sabbath principle, but we are not obligated to
e. Acts talks about Sabbath merely says that the Jews were observing this day. Great challenge in the church was to get them away from that.
f. Romans 14:5,6 teaches that everyday is alike.
g. If one insists that one replaces the Sabbath or keeps the Sabbath, no one keeps it like they did in OT. It was not a day of worship. They did not go to the temple. They were to stay home. Priests just did general upkeep. If you travelled etc., they were killed.
h. The NT never mandates a Sabbath observance. “Lord’s Day” is never used except for Revelation. Our culture just happens to have adopted Sunday as the day of worship.
i. Between Adam and Moses, no one was commanded to keep the Sabbath.
j. GRACE, Chafer—(251,252) Even in Israel, Sabbath was not always kept on the 7th day of the week.
k. In the epistles, the only use of Sabbath is in Col. 2:16,17—here it is to prohibit it’s observance. [From Sabbath to Lord’s Day—D.A. Carson]
· How long were the six day? The issue of yom
1. Used as 12 hour period of daylight
2. Used as a 24 hour period.
3. Entire six day [2:4]
4. Genetival construction
· Views of the days
1. Revalatory day—revelation not creation
2. Literal 24 hour day
3. Day Age theory—progressive creationists
4. Yom refers to literal days with intervening ages before that day
· What is the origin of days of the week?
1. received their names from 7 pagan gods
2. Each day had a pagan name
· Summary statement of 1:1—2:3 God turned chaos into a good creation by his word
II.
Moses describes the generations of the heaven and earth in order to show what became of the cosmos in that man failed to fulfill his duty in ruling the earth according to God’s intention thus leading to the curse and to show Israel that they had the capacity to choose obedience and be blessed or disobedience and be cursed in the land: 2:4—4:26

· “The destiny of the human creation is to live in God’s world on God’s terms.”


A. The creation of man: 2:4-14

1. “these are the generations” (4)

2. “The Lord God” (4) —This divine title surprisingly occurs only once in the Penteteuch outside of Genesis 2 & 3. “Lord God” used frequently in 2 & 3 except in the dialogue between satan and eve. There they only used general name for God. Yahweh Jehovah is the covenant name. This name not used in 3:1-5. They used different name for God. This is a different God. 

3. global conditions (5-6)—Hebrew term for ground and Adam are related etimilogically. Land was to be worked to produce offering for God. In vs. 6, mist is said to come. Vs. 6 explains vs. 5, that is how the earth was watered at this time. “mist” is used only one other time in OT [Job 36:27] Paralleled with clouds. Must be some kind of vapor. This has led to the canopy theory. Water vapor covered the earth at the beginning. This canopy was broken up when God send the flood [for: Witcomb &Morris; Dillow] [against: Thomas Key; Stanley Rice]

4. “formed” (7)—idea of a skillful potter; sometimes noun form translated as “potter”

5. “dust” (7)—never has idea as great value. One sees man’s origin but his destiny. In creation he arose out of dust, in the Fall he went back to it. God’s work is to bring us up, man’s work in rebellion takes us back to the dust.

6. “breathed” (7)—man’s life was given to him by God. “Breathed” is a robust puff; one to use on a fire [Haggai 1:9]

7. what is a “soul” (nepes)

a. semantic range

b. implications—BibSac 580

8. “planted” (8)—after the creation of man. 

9. “garden” (8)—actually an orchard of trees. Best to picture garden as a park. Early version before KJV translated it “park”.

10. “eastward in Eden” (8)—only occurrence in OT of “in Eden”. Means “pleasure”. “In Eden” suggests in was a larger geographical area and garden was in it. So, the whole area was not Eden. The garden was in the eastern park of Eden.

a. Eden is also symbolic of Gods’ blessing and fertility. Eden was all of these things. Eden was where God dwelt. Eden prefigures the tabernacle and the coming temples.

b. [Expositors Commentary-- pg. 43]

11. purpose of 9-15—give commentary on the summary statement of verse 8. This is an elaboration.

12. “every tree” (9)—desirable to the sight. Desirable appearance. Visually pleasing. Yielded fruit desireable to the appetite. Does not mean every kind of tree was in the garden.

13. “pleasant to the sight” (9)—ditto

14. “tree of life” (9)—in light of 3:22, construction of this would lead to believe it gave life producing fruit. Gave sustenance. It was this that was guarded after the fall. No one knows if one bite would give forever life or much more. After Genesis, “tree of life” is used metaphorically. Wisdom. [prov. 3:18; 11:30] Opinion—overcomer will receive this as a reward.

15. “tree of the knowledge of good and evil” (9)—views:

a. sexual knowledge-

b. wisdom or experiential insight—knowledge comes from a root that suggests experiential knowledge [4:1;19:8;22:12] Knowledge is also used in a parallel way to wisdom in Proverbs. Bible is clear that there is a wisdom, a knowledge, that is God’s domain and God’s domain alone. Medieval theologians would refer to this as God’s “hiddeness”. This is why Luther referred to God as naked. In Ecclesiastes, we can’t understand how everything in life works. Sometimes in scripture, things seem to contradict [man’s sovereignty, man’s free will] We can’t penetrate the hiddeness of God. We can’t understand everything. 

i. This is what happens in the garden. Eve wants to be like God. [same as Ez. 28-king of Tyre wanted to be like God] Prohibition will become a test to see if man is satisfied with his role, or will he try to climb to the divine revel. Disobedience is one who wants to be like God and is not satisfied with his role.” 

ii. “Good and evil” will often have the idea of human autonomy. Often it is a legal idiom in which people formulate a judicial decision. [Gen. 24:50; 31:24,29; Deut. 1:39; I Kings 3:9; 22:18; Hamilton’s Comm. 21-26] Later in 3:22, man has become like God in that he has put himself in the center of the universe, instead of submitting to what God says. Now in a sense, they know good and evil. [Ill. parent/child role—father knows more than children, if they enter into realm of fathers knowledge, it will be very bad for them]

16. “out of Eden” (10)

17. the rivers of the garden (10-14)


B. Man’s placement in the garden: 2:15-17

1. “put” (15)—have two different words, yet translated same. In verse 8 is simple def. But in 15, it has two strong nuances. Has the idea of safety and rest. 

2. “dress” & “keep” (15) is ‘it” referring to garden? Garden is masculine whereas IT is feminine. IT could refer to God and not garden. Could mean worshipping and obeying. Main focus was to do this. *Just a thought*

3. God’s command (16-17)—reminds of Pentateuch. [Deut 30:15-18] To Moses, the worst thing imaginable would be man in charge of his own fate. To decide between good and evil. Modern man likes this.

4. “freely eat” (16)—eat to your heart’s content

5. “in the day” (17)—idiom stressing certainty. 

6. “surely die” (17)—FOUR OBSERVATIONS

a. Spiritual death—died spiritually as soon as they ate

b. Physical death—stressing mortality. You will become mortal.

c. Decaying process—all these views have truths to them.

d. Separated from the blessings of Eden—Begin a motif very common in OT and NT. Whenever we see “life” and “death” in Bible, we think immediately of heaven and hell. But often, life and death is quality of life. Life is fullness of life. Also foreshadows the tabernacle. Don’t miss the point of the tabernacle and temple. It represents God’s presence. We have already suggested that Eden is full of symbols [rivers, jewels] of the presence of God. In Israelite worship, true life was experienced when one went into the tabernacle. When lepers were cut off, they were told to mourn because it was as if they were dead, because they were separated from the presence of God. Only in the presence of God was their fullness of life. NT illustrations: Romans 6, Paul is saying these Christians are dead to sin. They have been baptized into his death. Talking about position. 6:23 perhaps speaking of quality of life.


C. The creation of woman for the man: 2:18-25

1. “not good” (18)—has to do with man’s state. He lacked something, and this was not good. 

2. “help (er)” (18) does not mean a servant. It is one who would support another in serving and worshiping God.

3. “meet” (fit) (18)—correspondence. There was no creature which corresponded with Adam.

4. Adam’s naming (19-20)—he didn’t just slap names on animals. He studied them and named accordingly. He is doing the work of a biologist. He needs someone life him. “It is possible for man and dog to have fellowship. They can play games. But it must be on the dog’s level. Adam saw this, and if he was to have a companion, it would have to be created by God in his image.”

5. “rib” (21)—this was done more than once. What God would do was of his grace. Hebrew term translated “rib” means side. “And he took one from his “sides”. HE WAS BESIDE HIMSELF!

6. “made” (22)—made with precision and design

7. “now” (23)—words comes from root which stresses repition. Could be used of hoofbeat of horses or hammer on anvil. Also could mean a final attempt after series of attempts. Also, something happening after a period of waiting. Meaning captures all of these. Adam has been waiting for something. Adam- “finally, this is what I have been waiting for.”

8. “woman” (23)—refers to something soft or delicate. She was have gentler qualities. Adam received the woman as a good gift from God. He trusted that he knew what was good. 

a. It is essential for every husband to thankfully receive wife as a gift from God. Failure to do this will lead to many problems. Flaws are there for a reason. Normally, there will be time in marriage when you wonder if this is the right one. Anyone will acknowledge this. 

b. If we don’t nip this kind of thinking, we will start looking around. We must know that this is the one for us from God, we have to acknowledge God’s gift to us.

9. God’s purpose in marriage (24)

a. “leave”—discard; in ANE, man would live in general local of family. He is talking about being independent. He has established his own house. Priorities changed. Was for parents. Now it is to his wife. Failure to see this is huge problems. In-laws will put pressure on the husband often times. But he must do what is best for HIS family. Jerry: I will NEVER teach in the great state of Texas! (
b. “cleave”—weaving of two threads together.

c. “one flesh”—more than just the sexual union. They are estabishing a new family entity. Must be interpreted with “bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh”. Has idea of being related to someone [Gen. 29:14; Judges 9:2; 2 Sam. 5:1; 19:12 etc.] Virtually, people are kin. Iskasson, “Marriage in the New Temple- “Since man and woman were originally from the same bone… they have formed their own family.” Teaches us about divorce.

10. “naked” “not ashamed” (25)—post fall text, “naked” referred to humiliating consequence of sin.[minor prophets: lift skirt over her head”] But here, there was no shame.

a. vs. 25 and 3:7— [arom; airum] different words, sounds the same. Pun is to show how Satan will take advantage of innocence of them. Two terms of “naked” have taken on different meanings.

b. “not shamed”--  They had no fear of evil, because they didn’t know any better. Like little children. 

11. hinge verse (25)

12. Implication for marriage

a. God instituted marriage—divine institution

b. God intended for marriage to be monogamous—God said condition was not good. It only took one woman to make him complete. If it would have taken ten women, God would have done it.

c. God intended marriage to be heterosexual—God would have created another man if so needed

d. Marriage is for a sexual union—

e. Husband was to be the head of the wife—Eve was created for Adam; not vice versa

f. Couple can be complete without children—purpose was to complement husband, not bear children. While children are great, it is not all marriage is for.

g. Most will have children, but no reference to how many. This should be left up to the couple. 

· Summary statement of 2:4-25: God prepared male and female with the capacity to serve him and enjoy the bounty of his creation.

· Hierarchical relationship between man and woman before the fall

· Why important (3)

1. If we are to understand place of woman, we must understand Genesis. [I Tim 2; I Cor. 11] Crux of issue is how we see Genesis 1 and 2

2. On going debate of Feminists.

3. Area of hermeneutics. How do we interpret the Bible.

· Thesis—there is a hierarchy before Fall occurs

· The egalitarian framework—four levels of feminism. Egalitarian does not believe that their should be not subordination from the women to the man. They insist the early chapters of Genesis are showing equality of function. [Paul Jewett, Molinchot, Scanzoni main proponent]

· My response—unfortunately, many comments have been made that are incorrect. Jews thank God they were not made women. This does not reflect Biblical preaching. Crux of the issue: Subordination implies inferiority. This is foreign to the Bible. God elected Abraham. He didn’t do anything to get this. Same with disciples, appointment of the Levites. Rest of Israel was to be subordinate to them. Corah did not want to do this. God made it very clear what he thought of his opinion. Just because we are under politicians or a pastor, are we inferior to them. NO! If this is the case, than children should never listen to parents and employers to employees.

· The argument of two creation accounts—feminists downplay Genesis 2. They say it is a myth. They say Paul’s view is clouded by his rabbinic training. Two accounts should be held as complementary, not contradictory, like they say. Very common in ANE writing to say something generally then expound on it. 

· The argument for a return to the original creation order—Though they emphasize the creation account in 1, they will say before the Fall occurs, there is not heirarchy. They will then say the subordination of man and women is a result of the Fall. They will then say that the goal of redemption was to get us back to the way it was before the Fall. Therefore, after redemption it is the way it used to be.

· Response—

1. This argument falsely assumes their was NOT subordination before the Fall. 

2. Secondly, curse on woman did not introduce her subordination, simply distorted it. 

3. Thirdly, when Paul teaches subordination of man and women, he bases his argument on Genesis 2 not 3.

· Argument of the Divine image—

· My Response—Implication they draw from this is that since they are both in the same image, they are functionally the same.

· Hermeneutics—heart of the problem is method of interpretation. [Hully- I have never had a problem with a man in the pastorate, only women(] “Galatians 3:28 is directed is ordered against the order of Creation.”—Those who oppose our view.  Jewett- “Paul is wrong!”. At least he admitted it!

· Evidence for a pre-Fall hierarchy—As far as what women can do in the church, Hully would say he is liberal. However he would say man has heirarchy because:

1. Man was created first—applies his hierarchy in many way

· Law of Primo-genurship- certain rights reserved for eldest son.

2. Man is the center of the narrative—God creates man alone. Provides him a garden. Gives him instructions. Gives him a helper. Focal point of the whole passage.

3. Man is given the name “Adam”—Man is given proper name Adam whereas the woman was given later “Eve”. Retains his name. He is the head of the race.

4. Man is the one who names in the narrative. In the ANE, naming was associated with hierarchy.

5. Woman is called the helper—created to be a helper to the man. When the helper was brought to Adam, what does he do—he names her. Point in 11:9 [2:18] “made for him” not the other way around

6. Woman derives her existence from the man—same deduction Paul makes for structure in the church. This is the argument he uses.

7. Sources—Commentaries [Cassudo; Westermenn]


D. Moses records the temptation and fall of man in order to show Israel the necessity of trust in the word of God and goodness of God in order to enjoy spiritual victory: 3:1-7  [key to understanding sanctification]

· The importance of chapter 3 (2)

· Chapter 2 will anticipate the promised Land. Chapter 3 will anticipate exile from it.

1. The Temptation of Eve: 1-5

a. the serpent raises doubts about the word of God: 1-3

i. “now”—without explanation and introduction, serpent appears in text. He will be the antithesis of the Lord God.

ii. the identity of the serpent—Views:

1. Moses is referring to a literal snake. Referred to as a “beast of the field”. When God judges, he judges the snake.

2. No snake at all, just a way to refer to Satan. Satan later on is referred to as a serpent. Probably, Satan controlled and spoke through the Satan.

iii. “subtle”—wise or crafty

iv. “hath God said?”—indicated touch of skepticism

v. “we may eat”—what is the problem here? God said she could freely eat. But she is not reflecting that

vi. “God”—before Yaweh was used. Eve now refers to him simply as Elohim.

vii. “neither shall ye touch it”—woman says we should eat it; God said don’t touch it

viii. “lest ye die”—God had said in 2:17, ye shall surely die. This was certain. Eve paraphrased what God said. In doing so, the appeal to sin remains stronger. It will be easier to sin against God. She is drifting towards the temptations of Satan.

1. We need to be careful to be balanced in the Christian life—don’t say something the Bible doesn’t

2. Evident with children—don’t repress them so much that they rebel. Obviously they need rules, but just do what the Bible says! Don’t go beyond it.

· Three times she misquoted God

i. Misquoted the Divine Permission

ii. Misquoted the Divine Prohibition

iii. Misquoted the Divine Penalty- “Will die”; God said “Ye shall surely die”

b. the serpent raises doubts about the integrity of God: 3:4-5
i. “ye shall not surely die”
ii. “knowing”
iii. “good and evil”
2. The first couple disobeys resulting in mistrust and alienation: 6-7
a. “And”—all the times this used speaks of the quickness that all happened. Also, in chapter 3, Eve saw tree was good. It was God in chapter 1. In chapter 1, God took part of side. In ch. 3, she took the fruit. They began to usurp divine prerogatives.

b. “pleasing”—physical beauty which evokes desire

c. “wise”—not typical word used for “wise” in the OT. Sometimes, the term here can refer to the learning process. Eve again, usurping the divine role, does what she thinks is best.

d. “with her”—close to or beside; Adam and Eve had not left garden yet. Most likely, he was not very far away when she took of the fruit.

e. the avenues of temptation—1)”she saw”: lust of the flesh 2)”delight to the eyes”: lust of the eyes, desire to have something 3) “desirable to make one wise”: pride of life- desire to be something apart from God’s will.

f. “coverings”—word used elsewhere as a belt or a waistcloth or a loincloth. Just covered their private parts. Significant.

g. “fig leaves”—probably used because they were the largest leaves in Canaan.

** Summary Statement for 3:1-7: A thorough knowledge of God’s word and an unwavering trust in the goodness of God are essential for victory over temptation.

** Paul’s comments on the role of Eve in I Timothy 2:14-15

1. Eve was deceived (2:14)

a. Paul does not mean that Eve is responsible for mankind.

b. Paul does not mean that women are more gullible than men [women teach women]

c. Implication: Adam acted more deliberately than Eve.

d. Reversal Psychological view: 

i. Reversal of roles: Evidence that the was hierarchy in relationship before this time. When serpent came to Eve, he usurps plan of authority. Paul’s plea is a reminder what happens when the God ordained pattern is undermined. The role-reversal which cause so many problems in Genesis must not be done again today. This makes sense in this argument. Ann Bowman [BibSac]; Grunnler [JETS]

ii. Psychological—whether you want to face it or not, there are psychological, differences [Steven Clark- Men and women in Christ] As a general rule, women are more kind than others. They can’t preach because they are more apt to accept false doctrine. They usually have more friends. [Some women could beat me up; I don’t think I have any friends. But my wife likes me! :))

2. Fulfillment apart from leadership (2:15)—uses “syneticy”. She will be delivered and preserved from and seizing the man’s role. She will find fulfillment in her own role, and lest apt to have man’s role.


E. Moses records the judgments of God as a result of the Fall in order to show that disobedience brings 
pain but also gracious provision: 3:8-24

1. God interrogates the couple in order to give them an opportunity to confess: 3:8-13

a. “walking”—God is moving about

b. “cool of the day”—This is a time of day. Time when sun is declining. Perhaps. But another suggestion. Word “cool” also translated “wind”. Nothing in context that would lead to time of day. Could mean “wind”. Picture is not God’s daily walk with them. It is of judgment. I Kings 11. Viewpoint would be same as Job in 38:1- He answered him out of the storm. 

c. “called”—summon. “Adam!” We must talk!

d. “where art thou?”—Adam answers with why he was hiding. Why are you hiding?

e. alienation—Adam excuses himself by blaming the women and really is blaming God. We now see the consequences of sin. He is alienated from his best companion.

f. “what is this?”—what in the world have you done?

g. “beguiled”—used elsewhere as a king who leads astray or ally who deceives a partner

2. God announces that the serpent would be cursed as a perpetual reminder of the Fall and that there would be as a struggle between good and evil: 3:14-15
a. “cursed”—
b. “upon thy belly”- could be taken literally. But so, it would be that when people see them, they would despise them

c. “dust shalt thou eat”—statement of humiliation. They don’t actually lick the dust. [Psalm 29:23; Is. 65:25; Micah 7:17]

d. antagonism—their will be antagonism now. 3:15

e. destruction
f. caution w/3:15—Iraneous held this as the proto-evangellium. God’s victory over Satan. At this point, they didn’t know all of this. They didn’t know about the Messiah. It was not known that his name would be Jesus etc.

3. God announces that the woman would have pain in childbirth and struggle with the male: 3:16
a. pain in childbirth
b. the problem of “desire”
4. God announces that the man would have to face painful toil until his death: 3:17-19                   
i. man’s responsibility
ii. “for thy sake”
iii. “the sweat of thy face”
iv. “till thou return unto the ground”
· Creation and the Fall: a commentary by Paul in Romans 8:19-25
1. The meaning of “creature”

2. waiting

3. the manifestation of the sons of God

4. subject to vanity

5. not willingly

6. subjected in hope

5. God provides grace by covering their shame and preventing the extension of their lives: 3:20-24
a. “Eve” (20)
b. “coats of skins” (21)

c. “expulsion from the garden” (22-24)

i. “become as one of us”
ii. “and now lest he put forth his hand”
iii. “live forever”
iv. “sent him forth”
v. “he drove out”
vi. “east”—tabernacle was entered from the east

vii. “cherubim”—in Bible pictures God’s presence. Almost God’s bodyguards. Later they will guard covenant. Veil was embroidered with cherubim

viii. “flaming sword which turned every way”—“turning every way” has the idea of something that whirls. It kept whirling and turning, perhaps side to side and spinning. It would cut anyone who came near

** Summary Statement of 3:8-24: Sinful rebellion against God brings pain, conflict, and death.

· When did Adam and Eve sin? Did they sin when it entered their heart or when they actually ate it? In Hebrews, leads us to believe that Abraham had already sacrifices Isaac in his heart.

·  Why were they tempted? From Satan perspective: To get back at God. Angels could not reproduce. Adam and Eve could. Far reaching implications. If he could get them to sin, this would also effect their off spring. From God’s perspective: It was apart of God’s plan, even their sin. A means to display all of his attributes. Though God could have destroyed Satan he immediately, he did not. This was to demonstrate the levels of seniority. God was going to take sinful man and demonstrate that greatness comes through service and seniority.

** A word about Satan and temptation

1. Two sobering quotes— 1) [The Serpent of Paradise- Lutzer] “Satan plants seeds early on that he hopes will germinate later…”  Edwards—“The demons are Satan’s wretched slaves.” 2)[Precious Remedies Against Satan’s Devices (Banner of Truth Series)-Thomas Brooks]—Worth the price for just the table of contents!

2. Four rules Satan will use– Satan is acquainted with our condition. 2) He provides suitable temptations with keeping with our condition. 3) Next, he will propose the temptation to the mind. Woe to the person who doesn’t nip it in the mental stage. 4) Stir us up to embrace it. Does this in two ways. 1. Earnestness of his pursuits. Don’t think that if we quote Scripture he will just go away. We may have to do this many many times 2. He will do it by force. He will stir up the passions. It is our passions which drive us. This is why grown men will do ridiculous things. They are so gripped, they are out of control.

3. 89 Strategies

· He disguises himself

· He questions what God says

· He adds to God’s revelation— Revelation pronounces a curse to those who take away, BUT it also says if you add, same is a curse. When we preach, does the Bible SAY THIS! If it does not, if there is not scripture, don’t tell me.

· He subtracts from God’s revelation

· He questions God’s goodness/sufficiency

· Syonied principle—mixing a lie with the truth. This is why the cults are so popular. Joyce Meyer says some great things, same with Benny Hinn. But watch out, because in 1 minute they will say something devastating.

· He tells us one sin won’t hurt; When we do sin, he tells us 1 sin does matter and God will never use us. 

· He shows the bate and hides the hook

· He will tempt us for greatness—this is meaningless in the Christian life

· He will tempt us to underestimate

· Present the lie that we have been short-changed in life

· Get us to distort the attributes of God

· Strike after great success—Chapter 2: Adam gets Eve. Chapter 3: She leads him into sin. [Hully feels most temptation on Friday because the week is over. Great temptation on Monday after sermon]

· Augustine called Satan the “ape of God”—He will have a fake for the true

4. Seven doors Satan will use

· Fear

· Sexual immorality

· Guilt

· Anger

· Self-will 

· False religions

** Proofs for the historicity of Adam—

1) Genealogies of Scripture. In Gen. 5 and I Chronicles 1, both begin with Adam. Odd that they would begin with a name who never existed. Luke gives the ancestors of Jesus, says that Jesus was descended from Adam. Jesus refers to them as literal people. Paul does as well in Rom. 5 and I Timothy 2.  

2) C.S. Lewis- expert in mythology. 1967 published in Christianity Today by Lewis on myth. Talking about John when he said, “If someone tells me that something in a gospel is a romance, I want to know how many romances they have read. If have read them all my life. I have read them all my life, and I know that the Bible is no myth.”  

3) Boices’ commentary, 1:158-160

** 8 Consequences of the Fall

· Augustine has had a HUGE impact on theology and the Christian world. These are from him

1. The degree of demise—Adam had the ability to fall. He could have fallen but he did not have to sin. But the fall of Adam was greater because of what he was to what he became. Different from us, we are already sinful

2. The loss of freedom—Though it was possible for him to sin, he did not have to. We are in bondage to sin. We are dead in sin. They are foolishness to us. True freedom has been lost.

3. Obstruction of knowledge—“noetic effects of sin”. Adam could think better than we can think. Process of learning was easier. We now make larger mistakes. Our arguments are not always sound. Our bodies can still be strong, but they are still in the state of decay and weakness. In Luke 2, a boy was able to confound them.

4. The loss of God’s grace—Not that God is not gracious, but God has given people over to their sin (Rom. 1: 26…)

5. The loss of Paradise—[Great title: Paradise Lost]

6. Concupiscence—we have a bent or inclination toward evil. Augustine tells of how are senses are bent towards evil. [Augustine smelled something and led him to great inner struggle and sin]

7. Physical death

8. Original sin—this is not the first sin. It is the condition which passes to man’s posterity. All those descendants are now sinful.

** Nine ways sin uses God’s law [Lloyd Jones, Romans 7:1-8:4, 155-160]


F. Moses records ….

1. The story of Cain and Abel: 4:1-16

a. “I have gotten a man from the Lord”—thanking God for helping her bear her son

b. “Abel” (2)—“breath”/ “vanity”; foreshadows immanent death

c. “offering”—first occurrence of “offering” in the Bible. “Offerings” in the Bible primarily have to do with fellowship, not with salvation. Nothing to do with salvation. Being acceptable for worship. They were not saved by sacrifices. 

d. “fat”—best or choicest of the meat.

e. “respect” (4)—to gaze at or have regard to. To look favorably on. In Genesis, there is so much speculation. Myriads of opinions. We can only go by what we know.

f. “wroth” (angry) (5)—Hebrewe idiom which means he burned with anger. 

g. “his countenance fell”—inner anger he had was seen by his facial expressions. 

h. “is it not true?”—

i. “accepted” (7)—you will still have fellowship if you do well

j. “sin”—first time this noun occurs in the OT. After Gen. 4 it is very common. Ill. well in Judges 20:16. Sin is an act that misses God’s target.

k. “lieth” (7)—“crouching”. Sin is being likened to an animal that is ready to pounce. Fitting because it has already been experienced with the serpent. “zoophism”[ inanimate object given animal qualitites]

l. “the field” (8)—in Mosaic Law, crime committed in a field was considered premeditated because their was no help.

m. “killed”—emphasizes violence and bloodshed. It was very violent, that it produced blood.

n. “brother” (8)—occurs 6x’s in these verses.

o. “am I my brother’s keeper?” (9)—this shows how sin has progressed. Adam blamed Eve but still had knowledge of own sin. Took their punishment. Cain on the other hand tells a bare faced lie. Then gives sarcasm. Able was a shepher. Not uncommon to be called a keeper. He was really saying, “Am I the shepherd’s shepher.” By saying it this way, he was restating the point to try to justify what he had done. In the OT, no one is ever told to be a keeper. But the Law did expect a brother to help his brother. Cain by overstating it, he is doing the same thing Eve did. Too much to be responsible for. Progress of sin. Cain was much harder than his parents.

p. “fugitive and vagabond” (12)—stressed continual motion. “fugitive” stresses instability. Uses for the shaking of leaves or the quivering of lips, trembling of an earthquake or staggering of a drunkard. “Vagabond” stresses wandering aimlessly. Crux was that he would be separated from family. Separated from stable, pastoral life. He would have to wander

q. “my punishment is greater than I can bear”—
r. “thou hast driven me out”—
** Two interpretive issues

· Why was Cain’s offering rejected?

· Prefers animals over fruit

· God’s ways are inscrutable—we don’t know why. Foreshadowing of Jacob over Esau

· Motive were different—

· Quality of the offering—Cain offered some produce. Able’s was just better

· State of the worshiper**-- takes into account what was offered. There attitude is important. Abel’s offering is quite elaborate. He went out of his way to please God. He brought firstlings, and the fat. Cain just brought fruit. One wanted to please God. One just did his duty. Each time, the worship is mentioned before the sacrifice. Therefore, the person is more of the issue over the sacrifice itself.

· offerings in the OT (voluntary/involuntary)

· involuntary—required. Two major: sin [purgation] and guilt [reparation] offering. These two made atonement. In the OT, atonment does not mean to cover. Atonement in the OT has the idea of cleansing something. Wiping it clean. The master of Atonement in the OT is Jacob Milgrim. If Cain had presented involuntary offering, it would have been rejected had he not offered blood. But neither of these two offering are mentioned in text.

· voluntary- Meal offering. These offerings could involve animals or grain. Moses uses “offerings” several times. Uses term to refer to grain offering. The unusual element is not that Cain didn’t offer blood but that Able did.

· the offering in Genesis 4

· Able recognized that God was the owner of life. 

· The “fat” of his offering is mentioned. This is the best and tastiest part

· Blood is never mentioned. Blood was shed, but Moses described it as “fat” and “firstfruits”

· Cain’s character

· Priest could be disqualified because of his character. If you follow the wrong path, you will be unacceptible to me- God says to Cain. He then becomes an outcast. In the NT, Jesus calls able a righteous man. Hebrews – “It was by faith”. Jude has nothing good to say about Cain. Issue is that the state of the worshipper was corrupt.

· What is the “mark” of Cain? (5 views)

· Reference to paralysis—based on Septuigent’s translation

· “Mark” is the name “yaweh”—

· Long horn out of his forehead

· Just an identifying mark

· Not a literal mark, but an indication to Cain that he would protect him

** Summary statement—We must please God in our worship, or sin will ruin our lives.

2. The beginning of civilization to show what had become of the one who rebelled against God by contrast of the preservation of worship of God by the righteous
a. the descendants of Cain: 4:17-24
b. the family of Seth: 4:25-26
** Summary of 4:17-26: The righteous must preserve true worship in a self-indulgent society

III.
Moses describes the generations of Adam in order to show that death is the result of sin and for the rebellious he will not forever prosper but the believing will have hope in their death as they walk with God: 5:1—6:8


A. Moses records the genealogy from Adam to Noah to show the 

affects of the curse but also the 



continuing grace of God: 5:1-32

1. three purposes

a. bridge-

b. truth- people died and God told the truth

c. contrast—Cain’s branch produces Lamech who was a brutal bigomist. Able produces Enoch who walks with God. [interested on lifespan? Whennam ]

2. the nature of the geneology

3. the lesson of Enoch—God’s grace. The enjoyment of God’s blessing’s depends on walking with him. Furthermore, the godly can have victory over the curse by walking with God.

4. the divine commentary on Enoch is found in Hebrews

a. legends—some felt he was the 1st tailor. First to write and ware shoes. 

b. redundancy—Moses says repeatedly, “Lived x years, then this… then this”. Moses says this over and over. When we come to vs, 22. Instead of Enoch lived… it says he “walked with God.”

c. living vs. walking—

d. how is this faith?— 1) it took faith because of the longevity. He walked with God for 300 years. Most of us struggle for a week. It was a consistent walk of obedience. This is difficult because we need to continually change our pace. Sometimes God walks very fast. Sometimes God walks very slow, and we struggle with patience. Sometimes he takes us places we don’t want to go. [Ill. Wizard of Oz/yellow brick road] 2) The world in which he lived. Adam lived in the garden. Enoch was in a sinful society. So bad, God destroyed it.

e. dying vs. not found—Gen. 5 like the tolling of a funeral bell. He died, he died etc. Enoch saw their was rescue from the curse.

f. the application—Hebrews 11:6 [without faith it is impossible…etc.] Don’t miss the connection of verse 6 and the connection of Enoch. We must believe that he IS. He is not saying we must believe he exists. They didn’t sturggle with atheism. He is interp. in light of Genesis. If we are to have faith in God, we must believe he is who he says he is. Eve sturggled with this. She believed he was God, but that he was holding something back. We must do this to walk with God. To diligetnly seek God we must walk with him. If we walk with God, he will reward us. He will be good to us but will also give us special blessings. Ps. 23:6. “Follow” here means to “chase”. His mercy and goodness will chase you into the very presence of God. This is what will happen if we walk with him.

Summary Statement for Genesis 5: Those who walk with God can enjoy him and anticipate victory over the curse


B. Moses records the ongoing wickedness of the human race with the inevitability of judgment while in contrast there would be grace to the line of the believer: 6:1-8

1. The sin of the sons of God: 6:1-4 [no one knows what this means!]

a. the “sons of God”

i. Fallen angels—

1. “daughters of men”= mortal women

2. the sin= marriage between supernatural and mortal

3. adherents

4. pro:

a. “sons of God”—always refers to angels in OT. [Job 1:6; 2:1]

b. 2 Peter 2:4-5; Jude 6-7—argued they are identifying their accounts with Genesis 6

c. Mary’s pregnancy—spirit being impregnates a woman; could not this happen

5. con:

a. sounds mythical—but then again, many things do [angels/demons]

b. angels not mentioned—neither was the tree of knowledge though

c. why is man punished for the wickedness of angels—we don’t have to say they are punished for the angels

d. NT support questionable—Jude simply says “left first estate”. We don’t know it is referring to Genesis

e. angels do not reproduce and are sexless—are they sexless? Jesus says they are given in marriage.

ii. Godly Sethites

1. “daughters of men”= line of Cain

2. the sin= marriage of holy/unholy

3. adherents= Pentecost, Thomas Calvin, Westermann, Augustine, M.Henry

4. pro:

a. OT refers to godly as…

b. concept of godly line: has been introduced in 4:26

c. marriage problems in OT

5. con:

a. “sons of God”

b. God not working through one line yet

c. Noah was only godly one—was there enough people?

iii. Dynastic rulers

1. “daughters of men”= commoners

2. the sin=polygamy

3. adherents= Skinner, Kitchen

4. pro:

a. rulers often called gods

b. kings called sons of deities

c. Babylonian stories

5. con:

a. Scripture following ANE literature

b. need v. 4, but “nephilim” are not the children

iv. Interlude

1. John Sailhamer, EBC, 2:76

2. All of the other 3 view assume 6:1-4 are part of the flood narrative. Assumption is one of the reasons God send the flood. Is it possible 6:1-4 connects with the genealogies. If so, Moses is saying a description of normal life. People were getting married. Describing the calm before the storm. Just normal activity is taking place. Then judgment will come.

3. NT passage [Matt. 24]—“as it was in the days of Noah, people were marrying and given in marriage.” We assume something sinful is taking place. NO! God is saying just normal activities will take place. They didn’t listen to Noah’s preaching. 

2. The sins of humanity: 6:5-8

a. the wickedness of men (5)

b. “grieved” (6)

c. “destroy” (7)—used in a variety of ways. 1) removing a name from a scroll. 2) to wipe a plate clean 3) God blotting out our sins—common trait is removal with little evidence remaining of that removal

d. Noah found “grace” (8)—resist temptation to say it is unmerited favor. More like, compared with others, Noah looked pretty good

· The Doctrine of Impassibility

· the meaning

· God is not capable of being effected emotionally by anything that happens in creation. Area of theology Hully ever satisfied with. Created his own.

· This doctrine is concerned with two things

· Protecting God’s immutability—immutability is often mis defined. Concern is good. God is immutable, that is, he does not change is his being or essence. If we misdefine this, it will lead to problems. One of the arguments is “God is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” God does have different actions for different times of history. Haven’t seen Red Sea parted, walking on water, or taxes by fish. He will do things differently at times. But his being never changes.

· If God is emotionally affected, this could suggest change but it could also affect God’s independence. God’s independence says that God does not need his creation. He is happy. God is impassible. What about God is grieved? Some will say this passage is poetic and figurative (right motive)

· some observations on the doctrine (9)

· God does not change in his essence or being. Of one is changing for the better or worse. This cannot happen with God

· God does not change his decrees in response to what his creators do—There are different levels of God’s will in the Bible. But there are certain things GOD WILL DO. Genesis 50 deals with doctrine of concurrence

· God is always happy within himself. He needs nothing outside of himself for contentment. 

· [random: “like passions” has the idea of a similar disposition. Paul is not saying a statement on theology proper. Acts 14:15]

· Even when figure of speech is used in the Bible, it is making a non figurative point. If God is referred to as a hen, it is making a point of his love for Israel.

· Many passages of Scripture present God as having emotions. He loves and grieves. He rejoices, pities and is angry.

· There is difference between having emotions and being emotional. God is not the latter. He does have emotions though.

· In God’s complexity, he can feel emotion with out it effecting him. Logical fallacy, if God feels emotions, he must be changeable. God can feel pity and not rescue. When people are damned, he may feel pity, but choose not to act.

· God can feel to different emotions at the same time. God hates sinners and hates people at the same time. He hates differently than we do. [ps. 5/God loathes people]

IV. Moses describes the generations of Noah in order to show the  renewed form of the theocratic administration and what became  of it: 6:9—9:29


A. Moses records the judgment of the flood in order to show that 
God is the sovereign who will judge the wicked but spare the 
righteous in order to purge the earth to start a new creation of the theocracy: 6:9—8:22

+The palistrophic structure (see  Wenham, Genesis 1-15, 155-158;  Ross, Creation and Blessing, 191)

A God resolves to destroy 6:11-13

    B Noah builds an ark 6:14-22

        C The Lord commands 7:1-9

            D The flood begins 7:10-16



      E The flood prevails 150 

                    

days and covers the 

                    

mountains 7:17-24




       F God remembers Noah





     8:1a




E’ The flood recedes 150 

                    

days and mountains are 

                    

visible 8:1b-5



D’ The earth dries 8:6-14


  C’ God commands to leave ark


     8:15-19

    B’ Noah builds an altar 8:20

 A’ The Lord resolves not to destroy

     8:21-22

· Three reasons a chiasm is important

· Helps us in outlining books. We will be able to discern each literary unit.

· The center of the chiasm (F) will show what is being emphasized in the passage. Here, what God is emphasizing is God’s grace.

1. Moses notes the character of Noah versus that of the world: 6:9-12

a. the progression

i. “just man”—not that uncommon. Adjective marks first occurance in OT of very significant word. Sometimes translated “righteous”. Can refer to human or divine righteousness. Context determines. This is not talking about divine righteousness. Justification not an issue here. Righteousness here is justness, fairness, and proper ethical behavior. Point is to contrast Noah with all the others.

ii. “perfect man”—blameless. Prerequisite for walking with God

iii. “walked with God as Enoch”

b. the earth was “corrupt”—means to be ruined

c. “violence” (11)—Hebrew word hamas. Today’s terrorist organization

d. “all flesh” (12)—In Genesis 6-9, phrase “all flesh” consistently refers to all animals. This is why the flood must kill all of the animals as well as most of men. Rational being when a person sins, it contaminates everything in it’s sphere. It would contaminate animals and the land. Uncleanness was contaminate and had to cleansed. Part of the function of Christ’s sacrifice was to cleanse heavenly tabernacle. Satan’s sin does defile heaven. Puzzling feature is in some sense God is showing patience. It must be purged.

i. The most potent sacrifices were reserved for the Holy of holies. Others were outer sanctim. Satan will not be cast out of heaven until midway through the Trib. This is very difficult! Levels of penetration. 

2. Moses notes the revelation of God given to Noah concerning deliverance: 6:13-22

a. “ark” (14)—evidence [BDB:1061] that this is related with Egyptian word “coffin.” Coffin was view as means of deliverance in Egyptian thinking. If they are related, it is saying this is God’s means of delivering Noah from death. The ark was difficult. It was to be constructed with 450 ft. in length [1.5 football fields]/ 75 ft. wide/ 45 ft. high. 3 decks (100,000 sq. ft) Capacity of 14,000 tons. Wood is said to be gopher wood. No one knows what it is.

b. “I do bring a flood of waters” (17)—“flood” is not local. Has the idea of a great storm.

c. “everything that is in the earth shall die” (17)—means die. Could carry the sense of “escaping breath.” When used elsewhere, frequently used as loosing breath. Same is said of Isaac and Jacob at death. Shows that they had death by drowning during the flood.

d. “covenant” (berith) (18)—many types of covenants. One general way of categorizing them is Parity covenant. [Agreement between equals]. 2nd way was the Suzerain Covenant. [superior to inferior] That was this covenant

· the commentary on Noah’s faith from Hebrews 11

· the ground of faith— Moses was asked to believe something that never happened. More so, it was not to happen for 120 years. Wow! All he had to go on was that God said it. If we really believe God, we would be impeccable. We sin because we don’t believe God. Amazing!

· the effect of faith—text says he was moved with fear. I thought we weren’t to fear God? NO! Noah did. Luther- “When we sin, we fear the trembling of a leaf.”

· the consequences of faith—1. Salvation. Like mercy etc. when we see “salvation” we must understand what it means. “Salvation” here refers to physical deliverance. “saved his house” 2. Condemned the world. Righteousness was indictment on his sin.
3. Moses notes that after Noah and his family and the animals are safe, God destroys

· Clean vs. Unclean [key issue in whole OT]

· 1st view- Meant to tame the killer instinct in man. [Milgrim]

· 2nd view- purely meant to separate Israel from her neighbors. Problem b/c what was clean and unclean in other cultures

· 3rd view- what was hygenic

· 4th view- [popular. Mary Douglas, Purity and Danger] When God created three divisions: air, land and water. The animals that belonged to these spheres would have in common general characteristics of locomotion [scales, fins etc.] Those who didn’t fit were considered unclean.

· 5th view- modifies Douglas. Says unclean not normal and unnormal but life and death. Argued by Guenam. 

a. “fountains of the great deep” (11)—waters from the earth. Rapid rise of water. Significance is that judgment is returning earth to the way it was in 1:2 when there was only water. God was starting over

b. “windows of heaven” (11)—overwhelming downpour

c. “prevailed exceedingly” (19)—Hebrew says it prevailed exceedingly exceedingly.

· Extent of the flood

· View #1: the nihilistic view. Always Uniformitarian. Say natural processes explain everything that has happened in history. Contrast is catastrophic view. Uniformitarianists deny the flood and the ark.

· View #2: the local flood view. What Moses describes in Genesis was simply limited to that simply geographical location. [Ramm, Kidner] Big arguments for this view is geology. [Woodmorappe, Creation Research Society Quarterly, Dec. 1983.]

· View #3: the universal flood view (the catastrophist view) (11)—most conservatives [Boice, Morris] [Bib Sac 509]     Arguments pro:
· Purpose of the flood—(6:5-7, 11-13)

· Need of an ark—why would it be necessary for a local flood

· The size of the ark

· Universal terminology—constantly talking about “the earth” and “all”

· Amount of water involved

· Duration of the flood

· Testimony of Peter

· God’s promise—Said he would never do this again. If it is local, then God broke his promise.

· an examination of Peter’s statement (I Peter 3:19-20) regarding Noah and the spirits in prison

· Five views [This comes up all the time]

· 1st—when Noah was building the ark, Christ in spirit was in Noah preaching. The people to whom he was preaching are now in hell.

· After Christ died he preached to people in hell and offered them another

· Christ went to Sheol and removed the saved and took them to Paradise

· problems: 1) hope of the righteous was to be in the presence of God [Elijah, Enoch, Psalmist] 2) Sheol is very general, not a holding tank 3)Eph. passage talking about gifts. Refers to Ps. 69. “lower parts” genitive. He is talking about the incarnation/ascension 

· Addressed and proclaimed victory to those who had sinned in Genesis 6. [Great: Tyndale commentary on 1 Peter. Appendix by Wayne Grudem]

4. Moses notes that when the waters receded, Noah emptied the ark and offered an acceptable sacrifice to God: 8:1-22

a. God remembered’ Noah

b. “the mountains of Ararat” (4)

i. what is “Ararat?”

ii. how can a boat rest on multiple mountains?

· “upon” can mean among

· plural mountains could refer to a mountain range

· plural would have the idea of “one of the mountains”. Indefinite plural

c. the raven and dove (6-19)

d. Noah offers burnt offering (20-22)

+Summary statement for 6:9—8:22: God will judge the wicked with catastrophic judgment in order to start over with a worshiping community

· the burnt offering

· the origin of sacrifice

· the meaning of the term: “that which goes up”. Could refer to the offering goes up to the alter, or that it was totally consumed. 

· the ritual—codified later in Mosaic Law. Burnt offering would take on certain ritual

· Worshipper could chose a bull or sheep or goat

· Lay his hand on his head (lay means “to press”)

· Sacrifice would be slaughtered. Priest would throw it’s blood around the alter.

· Worshipper would then cut it into pieces and throw it in the fire

· two purposes

· Symbolize the complete devotion: this is why is was completely consumed

· Offering made atonement. That function of this offering was a general atonement to secure a positive response from God. Worship could then be continued.

· is the ark still on Ararat? (some evidence compiled by Boice, Genesis 1-11, 329-331)


B. Moses records the covenant of God through Noah in order to show 
the establishment of a new order of the theocracy: 9:1-17

1. God tells man that he has the responsibility to produce and preserve life on earth: 9:1-7

· The issue of capital punishment

i. Introductory observations

1. Every time someone is murdered, it an attack against the image of God.

2. This command lays the foundation for civil government; divine authority

3. Those who die early are not necessarily inflicted with capital punishment

4. In the Bible, CP is carried out many different sources. God directly, angels, human government etc.

5. In Genesis 9, we have at least one offence that carried a capital penalty.

6. The NT, though it has some relevant passages, will speak mainly about total CP: death in hell.

ii. Argument against

1. God’s mercy and forgivness

2. The possibility of rehabilitation

3. It is not a deterent

4. It causes society to be brutal

5. Sometimes innocent people are executed

iii. Bible survey

1. Genesis 9—God clearly gives permission if murder occurs

2. Mosaic Law—differs from Genesis 9 (only for murder). Mosaic Law opens it up to many offenses. [examples: working on the Sabbith, cursing father or mother, adultery, sodomy, idolotry, juvenile delinquency, rape etc]

3. The prophets—open it to many social issues. Peoples and nations will face CP. Many reasons it is just

4. NT—key passage John 8:1-11. Woman is caught in adultery. Issue is wether or not Jesus will let her be stoned. He declines because he is God and he choses to forgive her. Even if he was overturning CP, it was just for adultery.

5. Matthew 15:3-4—Jesus talks about honoring Father and mother. He who speaks evil will be put to death. If he didn’t believe in captial punishment, why add this?

6. Romans 15—state given the power of the sword. This is the power of life and death. Paul doesn’t specify when it should be used.

7. Revelation— (9) John speaks about worshipping demons. God judges and ultimately kills them.

iv. Three final questions

1. What do we do with the passage, “Thou shalt not kill?” Verb “kill” is used 49’s in OT. Normally murder and usually premeditated. Word not used when referring to animal and killing those in promised land. In NT, always uses term “murder”

2. How can you apply an OT verse? Any consisten Disp will agree that we are not under anything in the Mosaic law. But basis does not come from the Law.

3. Purpose? Purpose is justice. Civil government is to punish evil doers. The point is to administer justice.

2. God makes an unconditional covenant to show that there will not be another watery judgment like the flood: 9:8-17

· Summary statement of 9:1-17: Mankind is responsible to preserve life because of its value to God

C. Moses records the incident surrounding the cursing of Canaan in order to show the three branches of the human  race related to blessing 
and cursing: 9:18-29



1. The earth was filled with the descendants of Shem, Ham,



    and Japheth: 9:18-19



2. Noah’s sin and the two responses to it: 9:20-23



3. Noah curses Canaan and blesses Shem and Japheth: 



    9:24-29

Summary statement of Genesis 9:18-29: God will bless the righteous but curse those who are immoral

· The curse of Canaan

i. The questions involved

1. Why is Noah is such a bad light?

2. What was the nature of Ham’s sin?

3. Why was Canaan cursed for something he didn’t do?

4. Why is this story included? Purpose?

ii. The purpose of this story—Genesis is book of beginnings. How they originate. Genesis talks about how the line of blessing is narrowed. Purpose here is to show characteristics of the three branches of the human race. Story is not so much concerned with 3 sons, but the three nations that came from them. Shem will produce the Shemites. This is what the Hebrews came from. They were blessed with the knowledge of God. Japheth is the ancestor of many Northerners. [Greeks, Hellenists] Blessed with geographical blessings. Ham produced the Canaanites. 

iii. The key marker—(9:18) “and Ham is the father of Canaan.”
iv. Noah’s activity—Before this time agriculture was practiced. He had a more defined type of agriculture. Noah’s name means “rest”. He was trying to bring comfort from the past. The vine and the fruit of the vine in the OT is considered to be a blessing of God. Wine gladdens the heart and makes them cheerful. While wine is somewhat positive in the OT, it also has a negative side to it. He becomes drunk. He gets hot and takes off his clothes in the tent.

v. The identification of Ham’s sin—Two major views what his sin was:

1. view 1: grave sexual sin—To look on a person’s nakedness is a euphemism for sexual sin. The key passage for this view is in Leviticus 20:17. An Israelite is not to see his sister’s nakedness. 20:18—man is not to see the nakedness of a menstruous woman. Virtually identical to Genesis 9. Suggestion is Ham saw nakedness of Noah and had sexual relations with him. Also, “know” will be used for a sexual way to soften the language elsewhere. Best explains why the other two backed into the tent. They perhaps had seen him simply naked before. So perhaps this was much more.

2. view 2: disrespect/mocker—“uncovered” carries a reflexive stem. Therefore, he may have uncovered himself. As soon as Adam and Eve saw their nakedness, they knew they were vulnerable. Nakedness is something that is shameful and disgraceful. In Genesis, seeing nakedness is seeing in a literal way. Ham, when coming out of the tent, had a garment. Could have been the garment Noah took off.

vi. The oracle—a curse on Canaan. In the OT, a curse was only as strong as the one making it. Anyone could curse someone. It was only strong if it could be carried out. Noah has pronounced a curse on Canaan because he believed it was God’s will to pronounce judgment for this. The potency of the curse is that Canaan would be cursed with slavery.

vii. Why is Canaan cursed? Noah saw in Canaan (son of Ham) the evil traits which marked his father. Twice in the passage the point is made that Ham is the father of Canaan. The oracle is referring to the descendants of Canaan would bring to fruition the results of what they had done. The Canaanites would be a corruptive influence. [Lev. 18:2-6 (warns of wickedness in terms of violation of Ham)]

viii. Conclusion—Problem? At no point were Canaanites completely controlled by the Israelites. Key point:[Occasion of Genesis. Remember, Genesis will help them as they enter into the promised land] By this story they would understand why Canaanites the way they were. Validates the validation and justification of destroying them. The reason it never completely happened because they refused to be obedient. 

· Three personal lessons from Noah’s sin

i. Anyone can sin—Look at how Noah is just lauded before the flood. If he can, anyone can

ii. We can fall at anytime—Moses sinned late in his life. David probably in his 50’s. So did Solomon.

iii. We can only stand by God’s grace
V. Moses describes the generations of  Shem, Ham, and Japheth in order to identify the surrounding nations and to present the dispersion of the nations in order to prepare the way for the line of blessing: 10:1—11:9


A. The descendants of Japheth: 1-5


B. The descendants of Shem: 21-32


C. The descendants of Ham: 6-20

* Summary statement Genesis 10: God’s division of peoples is a part of his design in bringing blessing to the human race

D. The dispersion at Babel

1. The Babylonian background—place of beauty in the ancient world. Every one had a ziggurat. The temple, Demarduc, was seven stories. One of the wonders of the ancient world. “And the Lord came down to see.”

2. the emphasis of the story

3. the sin involved—sin was not building the city. Sin was the attempt of the human race to live as one. Concentrated form of rebellion and idolatry. Nations were to have scattered, but instead have banded together and worship other gods. 

4. God’s intervention—God did not need to come down to see what was going on. This was deliberate satire. He who is all powerful has to come down to see what was supposedly so great. No matter how high they made it, God would always have to come down to see it.

5. “Babel”—In Hebrew “confusion”. Babylonian “the gates of gods.” Babel in the scripture becomes from this point on an entitiy that is rebellious to God. Prototype of all empires that are marked by pride and anti-theocratic. The Babylon is Rev. 17-18 is a city that is in rebellion to God.

6. conclusion—

7. summary of importances—

a. This shows the beginning of various languages upon earth.

b. Explains the origin of races—[Gary Parker]

c. Illustrates the tendancy of fallen man to try to live without God.

d. Rebellion against God results with broken fellowship with him.

e. Illustration for Israel of what would happen to them if they rebelled against God—Israel was scattered in the same way.

VI. Moses describes


A Purpose of this section

· Connection of 

· God’s purposes can’t be thwarted by man’s sin


B. Chronology of the patriarchs—two key passages in OT which help us with chronology: 

· I Kings 6:1—This tells us that the exodus occurred 480 years before the 4th year of Solomon’s reign. Give appr. date of Exodus of 1446.

·  Exodus 12:40—tells us that the son’s of Israel lived in Egypt 430 before the Exodus. Date around 1876. This becomes the basis by which we date what happened to the Patriarchs. [Eugene Merril]

· [BibSac-Eugene Merrill: 550 (’87); 547 (’80); also his book Kingdom of Priests]

· Key Dates:

· 2166- Birth of Abram

· 2091-Abram’s departure from Haran

· 2066-Birth of Isaac

· 2026-Marriage of Isaac

· 2006-Birth of Jac and Esau

· 1991-Death of 

· 1916-Birth of Joseph

· 1899-Selling of Joseph

· 1888-Joseph imprisoned

· 1886-Joseph’s releice

· 1859-Death of Jacob

· 1806-Death of Joseph

· Summary statement of Genesis 11:10-26: A movement away from death to the promise and life even though the life span is declining

VII. Moses describes the generations of Terah in order to show the promises which were made to  Abraham: 11:27—25:11

· The importance of the promises

· If we don’t understand these we will not understand the OT. These promises will be added upon and it will be added upon and will be a continual theme.

· In Genesis 12-25, these issues will dominate the whole Abramamic narrative. This narrative will have constant tension. How will he realize these? How will he have an heir? If we understand Genesis, and reading intelligently, these are the questions that will be asked.

· Moses used “obstacle story”. Common form of writing

· Twelve crises of faith

· Sarah is barren

· Abe leaves promised land because of famine

· Dispute with Lot

· Abraham is in a war (14)

· Hagar is forced to leave

· Abe commanded to kill his heir Isaac


A. Moses records the account of Terah in order to indroduce the major players I the rest of the narrative: 11:-27-32


B. Moses records

· Abram and the city of Ur

· Major city. Evidently when Abe was called he was a polytheist. This call of Abram was because of pure grace. He was a pagan idolater. God called him to go by faith and go to a place that he did not know yet. Stayed in Teran for awhile then moved his way to Canaan.

· Major periods:

· Stone Age—

· Copper Age—

· Early Bronze Age—

· Middle Bronze Age—

· Late Bronze Age—to 1200

· Iron Age—to 596

· Babylonian/Persian Period—to 

· Hellenistic Period—to

· Roman Period—to 300’s a.d.

1. The call of Abram and the covenant promises made to him: 12:1-3

a. the call to separate: 12:1—“get out” “leave”. There is no indication that he argued with God. He may have, but the text wants us to have the impression that he did it immediatley and obeyed God’s word explicitely.

b. blessing/cursing: 12:2-3—“Blessing”: this word is used 5x’s in this section. In the ancient world, to receive the blessing of the diety was the central aim of all religions. To be blessed by a deity would convey several things: fertility, prosperity, protection, empowerment etc. This was extremely coveted. “Cursing”—12:3. Curse comes out twice. Two different Hebrew words. The 2nd word “curseth” has the idea to distain or to treat lightly or to treat with contempt. 1st curse really means “curse”. To be banished or removed from blessing. God says that whoever treats lightly these promised will be banished from my blessing. The one who treats you with contempt, I MUST curse!

· The Abrahamic Covenant expanded 

· Promises Land

· Promises Great nation

· Promises Blessing

1. [Martin Luther, “Lectures in Genesis” in Luther’s Works, 2:254]

2. The development of the theocracy—This began in heaven. God is, and always will be God. He is King and in control. At one point, God determined to create angels. They were the first subjects of his kingdom. They were created to worship the King. They were created to execute the King’s will. However, some of these subjects chose to rebel against God’s rule. At this point, a counter kingdom was established. It is reflected in the five “I will” statements by Lucifer. These five statements constituted a challenge to God’s kingship. To aid in Satan’s coo, he persuaded a multitude of angels to follow him. [Somehow he convinced them that they could pull this off. At the very least, there would be some kind of damage control.] Certain questions would come up. How is King? If God is king, what will he do? His kingship has been challenged. God could have done several things. He could have killed everyone against him. But he chose another method. At this point, God created the heavens and the earth. In Genesis 1:1, God is “elohim” which emphasizes his Kingship and power. The creation would be the new sphere, new realm in which God would demonstrate his Kingship and Kingdom. The last part of creation was man. As far as the theocracy is concerned, two important features: 1. Man was made in the image of God [Def.- any way man is like God] One way man is life God is how God shared with them some of his attributes. Some more than others. 2. Purpose for which he was made in God’s image. One purpose was so that he could rule and subdue the earth. Image would equip him for this. In 1:26, he was clearly to rule and subdue the earth. Eden become the first form of the theocracy. Theocracy could be used technically. Theocracy means “God ruling”. But when used technically, in the theocracy God is ruling, but he is ruling through a mediator or agent.  This is expanded in Psalm 8 and Hebrews 2. Adam began to exercise his authority. He named the animals and worked the earth. The woman is now created to help him do that. Not only did God delegate and give rule to Adam, he also gave him a test. Why? Any mediator needs to understand that he is still accountable to the king. What happened next? The king of the counter kingdom slithered into Eden and Adam and Eve fell. One problem that occurred here was that Adam demonstrated that he was not morally worthy to be the mediator of this new theocracy. Cain was even worse. 2nd problem was that the counter kingdom of God was now firmly entrenched in this new sphere. From this point on, and the counter kingdom would grow side by side [parable of the tares and the wheat] Just as Lucifer’s rebellion could not thwart God’s plan, neither did fall thwart God’s plan either. We are going to see a continual growth of the theocracy. God will use a mediator. Abraham will be the next mediator. Abe was born in 2166 in Ur. At the time of Abraham’s call, Ur was under domination of Guti. [barbarian mountain men] The primary God worshipped was moon deity Nanar. According to Josh. 25:2, Abe and family worshipped this god. God now calls him out of Ur and makes a series of promises and this is what we call the ABrahamic covenant. We have seen at least 7 promises of the Abe Covenant. Common to boil them down to three essential features. These three will be found throughout the entire OT. 1st essential feature: The Seed Promise. Abe will have numerous descendants. The Land Promise.  Specific piece of land for an everlasting possession. The Universal Promise. All nations of earth will be blessed by Abraham’s seed.

3. The nature of the promises—That is… is it conditional or unconditional. This is vital! Covenant theologians (Reformed theologians can be dispensational) will argue that the Abe Cov. is conditional. Essentially they mean that in some sense as far as Israel is concerned, the promises have been forfeited. If the Covenant is unconditional, that means God has taken upon himself the responsibility to fulfill these promises. This is prone to misunderstanding. This does not mean that are not conditions in enjoying the covenant. There are conditions and stipulations and obligations. The distinction normally made is that these are set on the table. Blessings are only enjoyed when conditions are met. Reasons why Abe Covenant is unconditional:

a. It is called eternal—Genesis 17:7; 17:13; 17:19. Eternal does not always mean “unending”. But in the context, there is no other way to interpret it. If “eternal” is just a duration of time, why have they spent so much time making these eternal promises. Good argument to use for this is eternality of hell(!

b. Ceremony in Genesis 15—Promises made in 12 are reiterated. Abe is beginning to doubt the promises. Two major types of covenants. [Several other types as well: Salt, shoe, hand etc. Most binding was the blood covenant. Found in Genesis 15. Pieces of animal were cut up and join hands and walk through the pieces. Point being that if either broke their promises, they were to become as one of those dead animals]. God then causes a deep sleep to come upon Abe and he goes through the blood himself, thus signifying he would keep it himself. [BAUSR; Feb., 1954] [Commentaries by Skinner & Spizer] [BibSac; Whinefeld]

c. Reaffirmed during times of apostasy—prophets- “You will go into exile.” Yet at the same time they reaffirm the covenants.

d. Reaffirmed after disobedience-

e. NT states that the promises are immutable—Hebrews is looking forward to the destruction of Jerusalem. In light of the destruction of Jerusalem, he says they still are immutable. Also, Romans 9-11. Quotes from Joel 2.










[Explanation of the expansion of the Land/Seed/ Blessing- see m.prophets]

4. The land promise
a. importance—watershed in the Bible. If the land promise is fulfilled literally, it has tremendous implicaitons. Therefore, she must be converted, and be brought back to the land. This will determine our entire eschatology. [October, 1981. BibSac—Walt Keiser] “The land is not some mystical land… instead the land was promised to the patriarchs as a gift.”

b. views—
i. Premillenial View—Insist the land promise made to Abraham will be fulfilled literally during the Milenium. Consistent of this.

ii. Amilennial View- take one of three views. 1st- Will interpret land promises in non-literal fashion. They are fill spiritually in the church. 2nd- Land was literal but conditional. Intended to be literal, but they were obedient, and therefore the promise was withdrawn. They would say that it was fulfilled by Israel in the OT. No need for future fulfillment. 3rd- Anthony Hockema: Land promise has multiple fulfillments and the final fulfillment is the New heavens and the New earth.

c. recipients—Abe’s descendants. [Genesis 26:3-4: seed is narrowed to the seed of Isaac. 28:13: to the line of Jacob. Formula is used throughout Scripture—“Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”

d. boundaries—If this is heaven, what is our interpretation? In Genesis 15:18, he talks about the boundaries from the river of Egypt up to the Euphrates. In Ex. 23:31, He goes from the Red Sea to the Sea of the Philistines. Num. 13:21, from wilderness of Zin to … Deut. 39:24, from the wilderness to Lebanon. I Kings 8:65, from Wadi of Egypt to Lebo Hamath. And on and on…. Do we have the liberty to reinterpret these place names.

e. historical (not exhaustive)—many will argue that the land promise was fulfilled during the Land conquest. However, Israel only experience a partial fulfillment. They did not experience a complete fulfillment. They actually co-existed with them. They never dominated the land. Remember, it is unconditional but with conditional blessings attached to it. As time went on, they never experienced fully what was promised to Abraham.

f. future fulfillment—great strength lies with the OT prophets. Jerry and Ezekiel experienced the loss of the Promised Land. Yet in these books, there are at least 25 explicit references to the return of the land. 

g. Summary considerations—

i. The literalness is supported by the fact that Abe left his land in Mesopotamia. If it was spiritual, why did he leave home? No reason.

ii. When Abram arrived in Canaan [Gen. 12:7] “I will give THIS land.” Most naturally understood where Abe was residing at that point.

iii. In Genesis 13:14-15, Abram separates from Lot. God says to him, “Lift up your eyes ….” God was not talking about heaven or the church. He was talking about the literal land that he could see at that moment.

iv. In Genesis 15: 13-14, God says that Abe’s descendants would be strangers in the land and not theirs and that later they would return to their land. This was literally fulfilled in the Exodus.

v. In Josh. 1: 2-4, “Moses my servant is dead…” Literal land

vi. Deut. 28:63-68, Moses warned Israel that if they disobeyed they would be driven from the land. Was that literal fulfilled? Yes. Subsequent prophets say they will return to the land. Amill’s will say Israel was literally removed from a literal land, but then say the return is spiritual.

vii. The prophets are replete with promises [to Judah etc.] that the return will be glorious. The pre-millenian scheme is meant to be as literal as possible. We are attempting to interpret in normal fashion. “Israel” is never used for the church. “Church” is never used for Israel. Even in NT, literal promises to Abe are still talked about.

2. the obedience of Abraham: 12:4-6

· Perhaps took Lot in this role to fulfill promises. Abe came to Shechem. Schechem was sacred because it was the first place in the promised land where God appeared to Abe. At the end of verse 6, “and the Canaanite was in the land.” Showed the tension that was there.

3. further obedience through sacrifice: 12:7-9

· Abraham continually journeyed by stages.

· Summary statement of 11:27—12:9: those who truly believe God’s word will forsake all to follow God and to  serve him in order to bring blessing  to the world


C. Moses presents the sojourn of Abram in Egypt to show that though Abram jeopardized the 
promise of 
 blessing by losing his wife, the Lord rescued her to show that he would bring the promised blessing to fruition by protecting his plan: 12:10-20

1. “famine” (10)—Abe went to Egypt very legit because they had many famines. “sojourn” has the idea to stay for a while. He went there to wait out the famine. Was this a lapse of faith? Hully says “no”. This was just common sense. He was also blessed in Egypt.

2. was Abram being deceptive?—tried to pass Sarah off as sister because he feared for his life. Jepordized the blessing because she was with Pharaoh for a while. Was he being deceptive? Answer #1 [NO]—This is based upon the Mesopotamian culture from which Abe came.    Answer #2 [YES]—Told a half truth to save his life. However, this was quite understandable. If she was taken away, how would the promises be fulfilled.

3. key pharaohs in Genesis (Cambridge Ancient History)

· Old Kingdom (dynasties 3-6, ca. 2686-2181 BC: age of pyramid building-80.)
4. First reference to camels in the Bible (16)—Significant because many say they were not domesticated at this time. Later results say they were.

5. Abram’s six steps downward (Boic, Genesis)

· Summary statement: for Genesis 12:10-20: God graciously protects his plan when his people complicate it through their sin.

· It is foolish, therefore, to try to deliver ourselves through deception


D. Moses presents the separation of Abram from Lot to show that Abram had faith in God’s promises and could therefore be magnanimous: Genesis 13:1-18

1. A strife between Abram’s and Lot’s herdsmen over land: 13:1-7

a. “tent”—made of goats skin and laid over wood. Like a bell with a post in the middle.

b. Quite possible Abe thought Lot would be his heir. 

2. Abram offers Lot the choice of land: 13:8-13—

a. In ANE, they favored the east, whereas we favor the north. Lot wants what he is facing at that moment. 

b. In vs. 10, “Lot… beheld.” “beheld” emphasized the act of looking. Lot took a good look. 

c. Very common for commentaries to note the progression downward he took. 1. Looked toward Sodom 2. Pitched his tent toward Sodom 3. Lived in Sodom 4. Sat in the gate at Sodom—Illustration of Psalm 1. 

d. In vs. 13, Moses describes the Sodomites. Moses very emphatic here. These nouns here form a hendiosis. This is where two words connected by a conjuction to form a single thought. They are wicked sinners. These were not normal sinners. They caused pain to people. They were wicked sinners before the Lord. They were violating the laws of heaven. We have this idea that what is legal is moral or ethical. Irrelavent. It is what God says. “Exceedingly” means extremely.

e. Lot took what he considered to be the best land. Two reasons:

i. Fruitfulness of this area

ii. Wanted to somehow allign himself with the inhabitants of this region.

3. The Lord reaffirms the promises to Abram: 13:14-18 (3 specifics)
a. The heir would be his own seed—“seed” is an offspring. His own seed, not a relative

b. The land would be given to his descendants forever.

c. His descendants would be so great they would not be able to be counted. [vs. 17. In ANE- armies would claim land by walking through it. Abe, be so sure this is your land, walk through it now, before you have it.]


E. Moses presents the victory of Abram over the Eastern kings in order to show the outworking of the land promise and to show Abram that he could wait on God without receiving anything from the king of Sodom: 14:1-24

· Powerful coalition of kings come and take over. In the process, Lot is taken captive. Abe retaliates with surprise evening attack, gets Lot, and takes some of the spoils. Upon his return home, he is blessed by Mel., whom Abe gives tithes to. Offered a reward by King of Sodom. Doesn’t take it because he knows God is the rewarder.

1. A confederation of eastern kings plunder the forces in the Jordan valley and take Lot captive: 14:1-12

2. Abram attacks these kings and defeats them: 14:13-16

a. He is setting himself for retaliation. ANE are known for holding grudges. Even today.

b. Abram is only taking with him a little over 300 men. He is going against a huge foe. Similar to Gideon. Lesson from Gideon and Abe is that God is able to give victory to whom he has given promises.

3. Abram pays tithes to Melchizedek but refuses to take riches from the king of Sodom lest the blessing be tarnished: 14:17-14

a. Salem is old word for Jerusalem. Mel is both a king and a priest. Abe gives a tithe of the spoils that he had won. Mel then blesses Abram. Indication is that Mel is worshipper of true God. Uses El Elyon. 

· The identity of Melchizedek—referred to in Hebrews. Said he had no genealogy.

a. The views

· the early church view—argues Mel is manifestation of the Holy Spirit. Branch of early church known as Melchizedekian church

· Pelagian view—real man who lived sinless life. Clear attempt to argue for his view of original sin. Says we are not affected by Adam’s sin

· Shem view—Mel was the son of Noah. Quite common. Interesting how it originates. Actually held by Jews of the 1st century. Popular during Rabbinic times of first century. Why? Early Christians made a big deal of the fact that Melchizekek was somehow Jesus Christ. If Mel was simply Shem, this would diminish Christ. Martin Luther said, “This is the accepted view, and I gladly hold it.” i.e. Shem was Melchizedek.  PROBLEMS:

1. He was without father or mother [genealogy, descent etc.], yet the genealogy of Shem was well-known. 
2. Abraham paying tithes through Melchizedek.—Argument is that Mel line is different than the Levitical line. Writer of Hebrews makes point that Christ is of order of Mel, not Eli, therefore his priestly line must be greater than Levies.

· the Christophony view—are there Christophonies in the OT. In fact, every time theophany is in OT, it is a Christophany. But this is not. Why? Genesis 14, Mel is king in city state in Canaan. He had known title in known city. He had a permanent dwelling place. Christophanies were temporary. Psalm 110 [very important to writer of Hebrews], “…high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” If this is so, he is after the order of himself.

· an historical figure who typified Christ—A type is a divinely ordained pattern or illustration of something that is to come. Hully opinion that we are justified if there is a type unless the Scripture tells us that. The Bible can’t mean anything we want it to. There are no checks. Unbeknownst to him, he would typify the coming Messiah.

b. Parallels between Mel and Christ

· Both Kings over Jerusalem—Jerusalem is sometimes referred to as Salem. Earthly kingdom will be in Jerusalem.

· Nature of their reigns—Salem means “peace”. Mel means “King of righteousness.” Mel’s reign was marked by peace and righteousness.

· Both were King Priests—both offices in one person. No one else has ever done this. In the Law, it was clear that the priests were under the king, but the king was not to encroach upon the priests.

· Geneology—The Levitical priesthood was based on something external. To be a priest under the old order, you had to meet certain external criterion. [Family of Aaron, Levite] Based on who your parents were. Mel’s priesthood was not based on external but on the call of God. Yes, he had a mother and father, but not based on those things. Same thing for Christ in Hebrews 5.

+Summary statement for Genesis 14: God gives his chosen people victory by using his servants 
who believe his word and act courageously.

· The realization that victory and future blessing come from God enables the believer to wait for God’s perfect blessings


F. Moses presents the ratification (cutting) of the covenant given to Abram in order to show the trustworthiness of God especially in light of the fact that the nation would experience enslavement before the fulfillment: 15:1-21

· “exceeding great reward” (1)— reiteration of promises. Also, Abe is called the friend of God.

· “Lord God” (2)—Master Jehovah. Willingly placing himself under the protection of God.

· “I go childless (2)—“to be stripped or destitute

1. Abram shows concern that the promise had not yet been fulfilled: 15:1-5

a. “as dust” (5)—It could well be that dust is reference to his physical descendants, whereas the stars are reference to his spiritual descendants.

2. Moses states that Abram’s faith had made him acceptable to God: 15:6

a. “believed the Lord” (6)—not the moment of his justification. “he had believed the Lord”, just doing what he had done in the past.

i. Content of Justification may vary—all one can believe in history is what God has revealed. The object of faith is always the same: God. Abe had believed the revelation God had given him. Therefore, he was justified. Declared righteous. NOT to “make righteous”. Classic Catholic position. Say that justification is a process. Justification is a one time deal. NOT “just as if I’d never sinned.”

ii. a common misunderstanding of vs. 6—Some view this and the parallel passage in Romans 4, that their was no faith in Abe, so God looked for something else. God was looking out into this world, but sees no righteousness, but sees some good in Abe and says “I’ll take that.” In the Bible, people are NEVER said to be justified because of their faith. It is never on the grounds or basis of faith. Best way to put it is to say we are saved BY faith. Faith is the channel through which we receive faith. Faith is not a work. God is not rewarding us for our faith. In the NT, we must be VERY precise. Nouns in the NT have a variety of constructions. Construction of noun will determine meaning. If faith were used with the preposition “dia” in the accusative case, that would mean that faith IS grounds of our justification. However, not once do the writers slip and use “dia”. J.I. Packer [Justification by faith alone: sites Packer]—faith is always in the dative construction. 

3. God ratifies the covenant thus guaranteeing the unilateral fulfillment of 
the promises in  response to Abram’s request even though there would be 430 years of enslavement: 15:7-21

a. a call for a sign (8)—God will ratify it and irrevocable take responsibility for it.

+Summary statement for Genesis 15: The Lord guarantees by solemn covenant that his promises will be fulfilled in spite of the prospect of  suffering


G. Moses presents the birth of Ishmael in order to show the tension over the delay of the promise 



and that the promise can only come by divine intervention and not human achievement:16:1-16

· Sarah’s solution to use a concubine was socially acceptable. Seems reasonable. Two sources: [Spizer commentary; 120; Anchor Bible—ANET: Prichard, pg. 172 “Law 146 of Hammurabi’s code.”]
· vs. 5—not blaming Abe for pregnancy. Blaming him for her attitude. Had a uppidy attitude. 
· vs. 12—“wild man”. Not an insult. Wild donkeys lived in solitary places. Ish would be free roaming and freedom in his life.
+Summary statement for Genesis 16: God is aware of the needs of the  afflicted and will miraculously fulfil his promises


H. Moses presents the promise of Isaac which is confirmed by a name change and a covenant sign together with the responsibility of a sanctified life by those with whom the covenant is made: 17:1-27

· The Lord is once again going to confirm the promises.
· Circumcision was an outward sign and remembrance of the promises made to Abe. When one was circumcised, he was saying he believed the promises. This will be the sign of the Abrahamic Covenant.
1. The Lord appears to Abram and calls for a life of obedience and then changes his name to Abraham as a pledge of fulfillment:17:1-8—God introduces himself with a new name. [El Shaddai]

a. In chapter 17, he is clearly referring to the Abe Covenant. However, he is also referring to the covenant of circumcision.

2. The Lord institutes circumcision as a sign of the covenant: 17:9-14

3. The Lord changes Sarai’s name to Sarah as a pledge that the seed would come from her: 17:15-21

a. Abram “exalted father”; Abraham “father of a multitude”; Sarai “my princess”; Sarah- royal nature of her line.

4. Moses obediently circumcises his household: 17:22-27—Would affect everyone related to Abraham. Those who refused would be cut off. Word play here. “Be cut… or be cut off.” What does it mean to be cut off? At the very least one was excommunicated from the nation and protection. At the very worst, it was a death sentence by God himself. He had a premature death hanging over his head. [Keil/Deilich;]  Various Thoughts:
a. Why a sign only for males?—In a patriarchal society, if a woman was unmarried, she would carry condition of her father. If married, share what her husband did. Consequences would come upon whole family.

b. Reason for such a fitting symbol— 1)Frequent reminder for males that the promise regarded a seed blessing. 2) By cutting off the flesh, he would show his repudiation of the physical and desire for the blessings made to the patriarch.

c. Circumcision was very common in the ANE—practiced by Canaanites, Arabs etc. Viewed as the right of passage into adulthood. In Israel, it was practiced by infants. Not normal. [BibSac; ’90- “Moses and Preventative Medicine.”]

· FOUR IMPORTANT FACTS FROM THIS CHAPTER

a. Part of the blessings would depend on Abe’s obedience (1,2)

b. Many nations would come from Abe (4-6)

c. The promises would be eternal (7,8)

d. Sarah herself would bare the promises heir (16)

+Summary statement for Genesis 17: God requires a sanctified life from  those who anticipate the covenant promises


I. Moses presents the visitation of the angels to Abraham in order to confirm the covenant promises and show his people that they should believe his promises: 18:1-15

· The importance of this chapter

a. First time we are told when the heir will appear (10,14)

b. Chapter 18 is going to heighten the anticipation of the reader. The heir will come shortley. You think it will be Lot. Then Eliezer. Then Ishmael. But it is none of these.

c. It is going to view Abe as an intercessor.—called a prophet in chapter 20. One of his roles was to intercede.

d. Give the pronouncement of judgment upon Sodom and Gomorrah.

1. The Lord appears to Abraham and shares a meal with him thus showing their intimate fellowship: 18:1-8

a. Supernatural guests

b. Hospitality would have been common

2. The Lord rebukes Sarah’s laughter in order to emphasize that it is not a hard thing for him to fulfill promises: 18:9-15

a. Women were separated from others males. When she hears what the angel says in verse 10, [“according to the time of life”, means “in one year.”] she gives a laugh of unbelief because later she is rebuked. 

b. The angel who knows her thoughts, asks why she laughed, and she denied it. Then says, “Nay, but thou didn’t laugh.” Huge connection between 18 and 19. Abe is told in 1 year you will have a child. Why, then, is the destruction of Sodom put in the next chapter? Were they not bad before? It serves to validate to Abe and Sarah the promise of the seed. “I am going to do something supernaturally. You can trust me!”


+Summary statement for Genesis 18:1-15: Nothing is incredible for those in fellowship with God because nothing is too hard for him


J. Moses presents the events surrounding the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah in order to show the righteousness of God, the attitude the believer should have regarding the worldly 
system, and to show the certainty of the promises: 18:16—19:38

1. The intercession of Abraham to show that God is righteous in his judgment: 18:16-33

a. Because Abraham is the means for God’s blessing, God tells him of is intention to investigate the sin of Sodom: 18:16-21

b. The Lord and Abe negotiate for the city in order to show that God is righteous: 18:22-33

i. THREE QUESTIONS ABOUT ABE’S PRAYER:

1. Was it successful?— 1) No; because he stopped short 2)Yes; Abe’s concern was that the righteous would be judged with the wicked. There are at least 10. Concern was with God’s justice, not God’s mercy.

2. Is it appropriate to haggle with God?—

3. Today, do you think God will spare a nation because there are Christians in it?
2. Moses presents the destruction of the cities in order to show the folly of being attached to the worldly system: 19:1-38

a. the angels visit Lot in order to warn him and in the meantime strike the townspeople with blindness: 19:1-14

b. the angels drag Lot from the city and promise to spare Zoar: 19:15-22

c. the Lord destroys the city and Lot’s wife for looking back: 19:23-29

d. the daughters of Lot are impregnated by their father and produce the line of the Moabites and Ammonites who become Israel’s enemies: 19:30-38  PURPOSE OF THIS PASSAGE:
i. Gives line of the Moabites and Ammonites

ii. Shows the effects living in Sodom had on Lot’s daughters—Great warning to Israel.


+Summary statement for Genesis 18:16-33: The righteous Judge of the earth will not destroy the
righteous  with the wicked

+Summary statement for Genesis 19: It is dangerous folly to become attached to the present corrupt 

  world system because it is awaiting God’s destruction

+An expanded discussion of Genesis 19 and related passages/issues

1. A fuller exposition of the passage

· the testimony of the “Dead” Sea—50 miles wide. Not always called “dead sea”. Called this because of it’s desolate appearance. No animals or vegitables. ¼ of wait is made of various salts. No plants grow their and no animals go their. Southeastern part ripples near where these cities in Genesis 19 once stood. Start reminder of God’s judgment. People were eating and having fun, and in one moment—destruction!

a. the depravity of Sodom: 1-14

i. the angels arrive: 1-3

1. “in the evening” (1)

2. “sat in the gate” (1)—large entry way. Suggested by some that Lot had some kind of civil office.

3. “street” (2)

ii. the angels attacked: 4-11

1. “men of Sodom” (4)—Homosexuals

2. “old and young, all the people from every quarter” (4)—it was rampant

3. “know” (5)—refers to sexual relations

4. “blindness” (11)—odd word. Occurs only twice in OT. [2 kings 6:18] Probably not blindness as in complete darkness. Perhaps great disorientation. Almost being taunted. Reaching for objects that are not really there.

iii. the angels message: 12-14

1. mocked this message; didn’t take it seriously

2. Lot was not at fault for living in Sodom. Lot was at fault for why he was living in Sodom. This is not teaching us we should not live in secular places. Nor is it teaching we can’t hold secular office. It was his motivation

b. the deliverance of Lot: 15-22

i. Lot “lingers” (15-16)

ii. Lot doubts (17-22)

c. the destruction of Sodom: 23-29

i. the sunrise (23)—“nature keeps God’s secrets well”—F.B. Meyer. Days of judgment will come suddenly. They will start like any other day

ii. the destruction (24-25)

iii. “the Lord rained…from the Lord” (24)—could be repeated for emphasis; could refer to two members of the trinity

iv. “looked back” (26) (see J.C. Ryle’s sermon in Holiness, 232-257)

2. Five lessons from Sodom

a. The extent of human depravity—There is no bottom rung to the ladder. It will keep getting worse. Paul states this in Romans 1. [Jerry: there are pedophile advocacy groups in Washington. The world is not getting worse. It is just as bad as it has always been.] 

b. Illustrates the certainty of divine judgment—“Shall not the judge of all..” Yes he will! But it will be in his time. To Lloyd Jones, “If you could give one last sermon, what would it be?” “Flee from the wrath to come.”

c. Provides a warning for all of Israel

d. Illustrates the suddenness of divine judgment—Similar to Day of the Lord. Future Day of the Lord will come at the Tribulation. It will come as a thief. All appeared normal in Sodom, but judgment was looming.

e. The placement of Genesis provides a confirmation for the seed promise in chapter 16

3. Homosexuality in the OT

a. sexual sin and the imago dei— all sexual sin is an attack against the divine image. Fornication fails to honor the image, because it treats the other person as an object. Incest mars the divine image. It tries to come to close to his own. Bestiality is an attack because it is an attempt to achieve a union with an entity of a different image. Homosexuality is an attempt to have a union with his own image.

b. “know” as “tea party” or nonconsensual—“know” often does not refer to sexual relations. We must know this for a defense. They say they just wanted to become acquainted. 

i. Always determine in context—In Genesis, “know” is named 12x’s. 10x’s it is a sexual issue.

ii. If it is not a sexual issue, than it is comical—Here, have tea with my daughters?!

iii. Daughters not “knowing” any men—clearly sexual

iv. Jude clearly puts it into the sexual arena

c. the Mosaic Law—try not to use this. Just don’t mess with it. Yes, it teaches against this, but it may be better not to mess with this.

4. Jude 7

a. “the cities about them”—two other cities were also destroyed during same incident.

b. “in like manner giving themselves over to fornication”—translated just one word [ekpornuo] “ek” has an intensive idea. Out and out surrender. They have surrendered themselves to “pornea”. Normally, “pornea” refers to all kinds of sexual sins. This is vague because “pornea” is vague. Jude then defines more of what he means. 

c. “going after strange flesh”--We must be aware of a certain argument. Difficulty lies with the word “strange”. This word “heteros” is used about 100x’s, and only place translated “strange”. This word means “another of a different kind.” Counterpart “allos” referrs one of the same kind. Why does Jude use this word? Mistake? Suggestion: meaning of “strange flesh” is an interpretive statement by Jude. These men did have homosexual tendencies. Jude is interpreting the event by saying they were angelic beings. They were not the same thing. They wanted the same, when in actuality, they were the same.

d. lack of hospitality?—In Ezekial 16 does not mention this particular sin. Problem?    Faulty for 4 reasons:
i. Just because one sin is omitted, doesn’t negate it—This passage did not fit Zeke’s purpose

ii. Ignored Genesis 19 account—Didn’t mean they wanted “tea and crumpets”

iii. Ignores other passages in NT which do say it is wrong [Romans 1; I Cor. 6 etc.]

5. I Timothy 1:10 and Romans 1:27—natural vs. unnatural sin

a. Paul makes point that fornication between man and woman is sin, but at least it is natural. Homosexuality is sin and unnatural

6. I Corinthians 6:9

a. “effeminate”—from English perspective, some men are effeminate. But this is not their actions but their demeanor. Go to the greek. “The passive male partner in the homosexual intercourse.” This is the one that takes the passive role

b. “abusers of themselves with mankind”—The one who takes the active role. You will find this is true today. Paul makes this distinction

7. Contrasting views of ethics (adapted from Sherwood Cole BibSac sexuality, and Moral Culpability)

a. minimalist—does this hurt someone. My opinion says “no”, therefore, it is not wrong. Lowest form of ethics

b. horrible vs. wrong—Rape: most people consider very bad. Homo is not that bad though

c. laws—if something is legal, than it is morally ok.

8. Two arguments if unconvinced by Scripture: immutability of orientation (authenticity) and sense of God’s presence

9. Sources: BibSac-- 560; 599; 600; 615; 588; 627.  Christian Research Journal—Vol. 23 #1, Vol. 27 #3.  Journal of Biblical Counseling—Vol. 13 #3; JETS [Vol. 43, 2003; Vol. 27, #4]
10. Further questions—
a. Is it natural—They say it is not what they do, but what they are. Similar to left-handedness. They say it is part of our human fabric

b. Are the Biblical prohibitions relevant to the present day homosexuals—This is against God

c. Are they part of the OT codes? This is why we are not to start with the OT.

d. Are the prohibitions because we are to replenish the earth, whereby the earth is populated and it is no longer an issue.
11. Biology and Change
K. Moses records the deception of Abraham before Abimelech in order to show God’s providential protection of his people and the purity necessary to participate in God’s promised blessings: 20:1-18


1. Abimelech takes Sarah into his harem when Abraham said that she 
was 
his sister: 20:1-2


2. God appears to Abimelech in a dream to explain the situation and 
instruct him to return her to Abraham: 20:3-7


3. Abimelech obeys the word of the Lord: 20:8-16


4. Abraham prays for the restoration of Abimelech’s family: 20:17-28

+Summary statement for Genesis 20: God desires the purity of the marriages of his people (preserve them); God withholds or grants children (fear him and live in integrity)

L. Moses records the birth of Isaac in order to show God’s fulfillment of the promised son and the birth/expulsion of Ishmael in order to show the removal of the threat from the promised seed: 21:1-21

· Emphasis is on the faithfulness of God.

1. God provides the child of promise to which the couple responds I faith by having him named and circumcised: 21:1-7

a. visited—describes God’s intervention in blessing and cursing. It will indicate that God is giving special attention to something, particularly to it’s end. One will never be the same.

b. Isaac—“laughter”. He would bring great joy to Abraham and Sarah. Both Abe and Sarah had laughed at the birth of Isaac.

2. Sarah expels Hagar and Ishmael in order to protect the heirship of the child of promise: 21:8-19
· Normally, son of a concubine, they would become heir of the mother, not of the father. Abe did not want to share any of the inheritance.

a. “weaned”— In the ANE, they were weaned closer to two or three. It was fairly certain that they would survive. At the great feast celebrating this, Ishmael is mocking Isaac.

b. “mocking”—In Hebrew, words can occur in different stems. Has the idea to jest or make sport of. Possibly even to play with. Not just laughing at him. Whatever it was, Sarah saw this as a threat. As sinister. God appears to Abe again. Tells him that Sarah’s intuition was correct. Tells him to divorce her. Isn’t divorce always a sin? Several possibilities: 1) In this case, it was unique. Legit explanation. 2) Divorce would be the lesser of two evils. [Ezra 9,10] 3)God is above his own laws. He can break them as long as he doesn’t violate his own character 4) Laws of lipit-ishtir—body of law which governed life in ANE. Stipulated in these laws, that father could grant freedom to a slave and to the child.

c. “cast out”— Ish probably 13 years old at this point.

3. God shows his grace by prospering Ishmael in the wilderness: 21:20-21
a. Ishmael will become the father of 10 sons, eventually the father of Arab nations.

+Summary statement for Genesis 21:1-21: When God fulfills a  promise, God’s people must remove anything that poses a threat to his  blessing

M. Moses records the covenant with Abimelech at Beersheba in order to show that Abraham could serve God in the promised land as well as anticipating the time when all of Israel would dwell there in peace:  21:22-34


1. Abraham agrees to make a treaty: 21:22-24


2. Abraham accuses Abimelech of stealing: 21:25-27


3. Abraham makes an oath signifying his right to the well: 


    21:28-30


4. Abraham names the place Beersheba signifying the oath and plants 
a tree 
to show determination to stay in the  region: 21:31-34

+Summary statement for Genesis 21:22-34: the child of God can  proclaim his faith when he is at  peace with those who recognize divine blessing

N. Moses records the incident of the offering of Isaac in order to show that God tests his servants who should respond in trusting obedience: 22:1-19

· One cannot miss the pathos of this. Must be the most amazing event in Abe’s life. Can hardly be read without tears

· Grace Theological Journal [Spring 1980]

1. The incident is a test from God: 22:1a—“tempt” is how God determines the quality of one’s faith. God may call people to obey him in ways it seems inexplicable. Periods of crises are the most important times of our lives. Same with Job. How will we respond? Sometimes, the most critical times in our lives, yea, the best, will be times when we can’t do anything. They will be the most difficult. It may not be when we are preaching or handing out a track.

2. God instructs Abraham to offer his one and only son: 22:1b-2

· the temple mount—Mountainous around Jerusalem. God told Solomon to build his temple on Mt.  Moriah. 

· vs. 2—“take” thy son. “get” and “offer”. That is the test. “Take” “go” and “offer”. What is the nature of Abe’s God? This is what text focuses on.

3. Abraham faithfully responds obedience as he prepares to offer Isaac: 22:3-10

· Amazing how Moses tells the story. Watch preparation. Seems as if there is no emotion. No indication of emotions. What was Isaac thinking? Is he going along with it? Moses tries to bring the point that they believed God had the right to carry out this command.

· vs. 10—Abe “stretched”, “took” and “slay”. Moses has been using a string of imperfect verbs. Until climax of story. Peak of climax! Takes infinitive verb. Point he is making is that he had already killed his son in his mind. Imperfect, imperfect…. now he is about to do this

· Amazing! Until this point, there was never a resurrection. This is not important. A resurrection is not compatible with God’s nature. God can still do it. Logical conclusion Abe draws is that it must happen. Classic support for pre-millenialism. Is God going to keep his word like he said, or will he not? Amill is revisionists theology. God can’t change what he meant. 

4. God responds to Abraham’s obedience by providing a substitute and confirms again the promises: 22:11-19

· “By myself”—he can swear by no greater. Reconfirms to him the promise and seed.

· Four seeds of Abraham in Scripture—doesn’t negate anything. 
1. Natural seed of Abraham
2. Those physically from Abe AND believed the promises
3. Spiritual seed—Galatians 3. Non-physical descendants who have faith. Not allegorizing the promises.
4. Jesus Christ—Gal. 3
· Every time Abe made a sacrifice to God, God blessed him. When we do this, we will have a deeper relationship with him.
+Summary statement for Genesis 22:1-19: The faithful worshiper of God will obediently surrender to God whatever he asks

O. Moses records the descendants of  Nahor in order to provide a link with Rebekah and Abraham for the following chapter: 22:20-24

+Summary statement for Genesis 20:20-24: God’s promises are not exhausted in this lifetime, therefore death becomes the time of greatest demonstration of our faith

P. Moses records the death of Sarah and the purchase of the cave in Mechpelah in order to show that she died without having received the fruition of the promises but that in spite of this, death was a time of hope in the promises as Abraham buries her in Canaan: 23:1-20


1. Abraham mourns the death of  Sarah: 23:1-2


2. Abraham barters with the owner of a cave and buys the field and the cave in the promised land: 23:3-18

· Demonstrates his desire to stay in the Promised Land. 

· Sarah is only woman whose age is mentioned at death. Signnificant.


3. Abraham buries Sarah in the cave: 23:19-20

· In Hittite law, if a land owner sold a piece of ground, he would still have to pay taxes on the land. Money was the bottom line! Like in anything!

· 400 sheckels was incredibly high. Charged an inflated price

+Scriptural significance of land purchases in the Bible

· Key is in Rev. 5—We have a picture which is very similar to what we find in Rev. 7. He has a little scroll in his hand. Two OT imagries behind the scrolls. First is in Jer. 32: This concerns future restoration of Israel. Prophecy occurs sometime around 527 BC. During this time, Babylon is besieging Jerusalem. During this time, Jerry had been arrested and put in jail. He had been prophecying against Babylon. While he is there, God tells him that his cousin will pay him a visit in jail. The cousin, Hanamel, is going to ask you to buy some land from him. The land is a field at Annothoth. He was in a sense following the law because it was to stay in the family. The village where land was was already under Babylonian control. Why would he do this? Foolish. God tells Jerry to do it because some day it will be valuable. On the eve of the captivity, Jerry makes this purchase. When he made the purchase, he was given a title deed to that piece of property. It was in the from of a scroll. God told Jerry to bury the scroll. He had one of his friends put in a jar to preserve it. Purpose was to show Israel that even though Babylon would defeat Israel, there would be a day when Israel would have their land. Furthermore, in Zecheriah 5, the prophet sees a giant scroll unrolled flying through the air. Writing on both sides. Meant to show fullness of Israel’s sins. When we bring these two passages back to Rev. 5, and that it has writing and is sealed, it is picturing these two sins. 1)Title deed to the land 2) Fullness of sin that must be judged. Before the land is to be claimed, it must be purged. Before the title deed can be gotten to, the seals must be removed. Problem: No one is worthy to take the scroll. No one can take the title deed of the earth. John is crushed and cries. He then hears a sound. He sees a lamb that was slain. The lamb is worthy to take the scroll. Very Dramatic! Lamb takes scroll from the Father, and now it is his. It this passage the Lamb is referred to under two titles: 1) Lion of the Tribe of Judah—this goes back to Gen. 49:10. Jacob is evaluating his sons and making prophecies about their futures. The tribe of Judah will dominate. It will culmitante in the reign of the Messiah. Ultimage King will come from Judah. 2) The Root of David—goes back to Isaiah 11:1. Isaiah is prophecying that kingdom of Assyria will fall. God’s kingdom will arise from a shoot coming from Jesse. Goes back to 2 Sam. 7. One of his descendants will sit on throne eternally. Jesse was father of David. Ultimate descendant of David will be the Messiah and King. Now to NT, genealogy of Matt. 1 is very important. Messiah must trace line back to this. Many claimed to be the Messiah. One of the ways they would validate if it was true was by looking at their pedigree. Jesus then takes scroll from father in Rev. 5. Lamb will be authorizing all of the judgments that will fall. When this has happened, and Israel is judged. Lamb will then take title deed and he will reign over all the earth. All begins in Genesis 23. Abe shows his faith in the land promises. It is expanded in Jeremiah and Zechariah. When we get to Revelation, we have the culmination of it all. So amazing about Abe is all he has is this cave, yet we have it all, and we still struggle.

Q. Moses records the choosing of a bride for Isaac in order to show the providential working of God in fulfillment of the covenant in the midst of his faithful servants: 24:1-67
+the importance of this story

· Just the length of it shows the importance Moses is placing on this incident. Very tedious. God will provide. God sees to it that Isaac is brought to the proper woman.


1. Abraham delegates the finding of a wife for Isaac to his servant in order to show his responsibility in the covenant: 24:1-9


2. The servant arrives and asks God for a sign to the proper house: 24:10-27


3. The servant is welcomed into Laban’s house where he secures Rebekah and recounts the particulars of his journey: 24:28-60


4. The servant brings Rebekah back and she becomes Isaac’s wife:
24:61-67

+Four significances to the story

+Summary statement for Genesis 24: Believers may trust the Lord for  guidance as they act responsibly to God’s promises

+God’s providence

· God is sovereign. God is King. He accomplishes His will. I will accomplish my good pleasure. He answers to no one. He has a plan.

· Providence is God’s involvement in the world. He must involve himself in world to bring about his plan. His hand is on the wheel.

1. three aspects of involvement

· He keeps in existence or he maintains them with the properties they had when he made them. [preservation] Everything in creation has it’s tendencies

· God cooperates with those distinctive properties. If he wants to perform his will through a hurricane, he will do it.

· He directs his creation so that they fulfill his purposes.

2. concurrence

· God cooperating with His creation. He cooperates so their properties bring about His will. Contrasted with miracles. This is where God interupts with natural things. 
· Inanimate creation [Job 37:6-13]
· Animals [Ps. 104:27-29]
· Random events [Prov. 16:23]
· Affairs of nations [Daniel 4]
· General aspects of life [Matt. 6:11]
· Head verse [Eph. 1:11]
· When God weeps—Joni Earickson Tada [exhaustive list of references]
3. Two clarifications

· Our choices are real—God’s involvement is performed in such a way that we must make responsible choices. How, we don’t know. Where Scripture is silent, we must put our hands over our mouths and say nothing—Calvin

· Area of evil—Bible never says God ever does evil. Evil comes about from the choices of moral creatures. Bible does say that God uses evil to accomplish His purposes. We don’t have to be obliged to go beyond this.

4. six conclusions

· God has a plan and he’s bringing that to pass
· We are responsible for our actions
· Our actions are real. They can change the course of history
· Prayer has results. It can change events.
· We must act
· We can’t understand concurrence completely
R. Moses records the death of Abraham and the giving of the family inheritance to Isaac in order to show that the program of blessing was passing to the next generation: 25:1-11


1. The sons were born to Abraham thus fulfilling the promise of 


    fruitfulness: 25:1-4


2. The passing of the inheritance to Isaac: 25:5-6


3. The death/burial of Abraham: 25:7-10


4. The blessing of Isaac by the Lord: 25:11

+Summary statement for Genesis 25:1-11: God’s servants must do all they can to pass on God’s program of blessing to succeeding generations

+Some concluding thoughts on Abraham’s life of faith

1. the object was God’s word—Paul in Romans 4. In 14,15,16, he refers to Abe as believing the promises of God. In 18, he believed what was spoken. Emphasis believed what had been revealed by God’s word. Many have misdefined the nature of faith. They feel they have taken a step of faith, and God hasn’t delivered. They view it as optimism. They try to rev it up. If they believe hard enough, it will come to pass. We can create our own reality of our own faith. Andrew Murray. Believed should never go to doctors. Boy had tuberculosis. “Do you believe God can heal you.” Yes. Three weeks later, he died. Concern is that many people are convinced they have faith, that it is believing hard enough that God can do something. Problem, God had not told Murray that he would heal him. He was being presumptuous. Abe’s faith was to be commended for it’s object.

2. it operated despite appearances—Abe moved ahead even though it looked impossible. Faith rises above circumstances, not ignore them. “Abraham staggered not”. “Stagger” means to discriminate. Pictures one who is arguing with himself. One minute he believes, next he is arguing with himself that God can’t pull this off. Abe was not looking at the promise, then, “oh no” God can’t do this. [Luther] Question: How can I have the faith of Abraham. Romans 4:20—our faith is strong when I am realizing the thing that are true about God. Read No one like Him-- Feinberg

3. it obeyed immediately—As he was being called, he obeyed. As soon as he was called, he obeyed. He obeyed the call while it was still sounding in his ears. No hesitation. As soon as we hear from God, do we do it?  “I’m struggling with this” is often the guise for disobedience.

4. it was willing to separate—Your are to leave FROM…. Not a big deal in our culture. Pagans do it all the time. Chicago to Pensacola… big deal. By contrast, Abraham was leaving the most sophisticated city of his time. Ur gave to ANE governments and law. It was a grand and royal city. Homes were made with brick, two-stories, and well designed. Abraham was called to leave that to something that was quite different. 

5. it goes into the unknown—Not given a lot of info. Abe was told what he was supposed to do, that’s it. Bible does speak about heaven and the kingdom. But their really aren’t many details. We can’t talk to others who have been their. We are to separate from anything that will retard our progress or hinder our walk. There is a similarity to what Abe was called to do and we are called to do.

6. it continues despite no reception—he was a sojourner. He didn’t have a whole lot. But he continued by faith. Later, he comes to the oak of Morah, refers to canaanites in the land. Abe had come to pagan shrine. He had left Ur, was living in tents, and came to a pagan shrine. Right after, he built an alter.

7. looks to the future for the balance--

8. it sees behind “absurd”—Abe had received revelation to kill the one to whom the promise was to go through. John Chrysostom, one of the greatest preachers in early days, “The things of God seemed to fight against the things of God.” [Incredible story about Jerry while in Seminary; sickness] “There he stood, the old man, with his only hope. But he did not doubt, did not look to his left or right, did not challenge heaven with his prayer, but he drew the knife.” Kiergegard

+On “being gathered to his people” or what is “sheol?” or where do people go when they die?

1. The lexicography of “sheol”

2. Comparative literature

3. Rabbinic literature

4. Sheol is not the grave

5. Descriptions of sheol

6. When a person dies…

VIII. Moses describes the generations of Ishmael before returning to the chosen line: 25:12-18

IX.   Moses describes the generations of Isaac in order to show the progress of the promise through the chosen line: 25:19—35:29


A. The births of Jacob and Esau in order to show how divine election guaranteed that the blessing would be given to Jacob despite human conflict: 25:19-26

1. Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah: 25:19-20

2. God enabled Rebekah to become pregnant in answer to Isaac’s prayer: 25:21

+“entreated” (21)—Used in Exodus when Moses asked God to remove the plagues. Along with that, the Arabic cognate of this word has the idea to “slaughter” or “sacrifice”. In Zech. 3:10, has the idea to bring sacrifice. Some ritual sacrifice accompanied his prayer. 

3. The  response to Rebekah’s inquiry about the struggle in her womb by telling her two sons would produce two nations which would struggle against the other but the elder would serve the younger: 25:22-23

+ “struggled” (22)—suggested something that is violent and out of the ordinary. It was something that was painful. What is the purpose of living?

+“two nations” (23)—Motonomy—one word is substituted for the other. Jacob and Esau would become the fathers of two nations. There would be struggle between them.

4. The first boy was named Esau because of his appearance and the second ws named Jacob because of his activity: 25:24-26

a. Esau—“hairy one”

b. Jacob—“wrestler”

+Summary statement for 25:19-26: Those who owe their existence to sovereign creation and divine election must be able to acknowledge the hand of God in the circumstances of life

B. The sale of the birthright from Esau to Jacob to show how the  birthright became the property of the promised seed and to show the differing values of the righteous and the profane: 25:27-34

1. Esau became a hunter and favorite of his father while Jacob became a homebody and favorite of his mother: 25:27-28—

a. Don’t get carried away. He was not effeminate. You don’t have to slaughter animals to be a man. He was a simple, plain man. He was independent and he was stable. The nomad was sporadic

2. Esau became hungry from hunting and asked Jacob for some food he was preparing:25:29-30

a. “pottage” (29)—“sod” means to cook or boil. Word play here is the hunter is going to be the hunted. Esau acted in a presumptuous way. 

b. “feed” (30)—rare term in Hebrew. Used for the feeding of animals. Esau is being portrayed in a negative light as he is portrayed as a hungry animal. He has fallen into the trap.

c. “Edom” (30)—reference to the place where they would live. Edomites would become a lusty people, who live for the moment, just like their father.

3. Jacob asked that he be given the birthright in exchange for the food: 25: 31-33

4. Esau ate the food and left out of disdain for his birthright: 25:34

+Some comments from Hebrews 12

-background—written to Christians. They had come out of Judaism. They had embraced the Messiah. Publically acknowledge this through baptism. Baptism caused them to incur persecution. Readers are growing discouraged and stagnated. They are not moving ahead. This is why it is written. “Let us do this….” Some had become so discouraged, they contemplated apostatizing. They wanted to quit. The issue is that they are tempted because of their physical comfort. Some had lost property. Many in losing their lives. Warns them to move on. If they don’t, you will be chastised. When we get to Heb. 12, we are on the heals of another severe warning. He is talking about training. This is part of the training process, hard times. Then he comes to Esau, calls him fornicator. What?

-fornicator—Not an issue in Hebrews. Point is: Behind the physical act of fornication is the desire to gratify the flesh. Esau was a fornicator in the sense that he was more concerned about physical comfort than spiritual blessings. Rather have his stomach satisfied than the next mediator of the theocracy. It is ease and comfort. This is precisly the issue in Hebrews. Defection would have been easier. This is discipleship—a call to deny comfort and take up our cross if it leads to that. The disciple will do that.

-inheritance—This is the price of spiritual fornication. Our inheritance is at stake. NO ONE PREACHES ON THIS! So underrated today. There will be a lot of loss at the judgment seat. In Bible, two kinds of inheritance: 1) All Christians—no matter how we live, we will receive some blessings (heaven, resurrected body etc.) 2) Forfeited by disobedience—some are earned by the individual believer.

· 2 Corinthians 5—If we think Christians can live carnally, it will effect how we interpret this passage. “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ”…. “whether it be good or bad.” “Receive” is reflexive. We will receive back what we did good AND bad. “Terror” is the same word in Philippians when it says “work out your salvation with FEAR.” Also… Colossians 3. Giving admonishments to Christian audience. “But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong for which he hath done…” Right now, we are saved and forgiven. Can God still chastise us? Why can’t he in the next life? Galatians 5— talking to Christians [very clear] Talks about the works of the flesh that are warring against them. Walk in the Spirit because they are warring against you. If it was not possible to be dominated by these sins, the passage is meaningless. Later, walk in the Spirit. These are the two things you can choose. Choose what is right! But in between, it says if you do this, you will not inherit the kingdom of God. (21) 

-warning—“Bless me also oh my Father.” Esau action was irreversible. What he had lost, he lost. [Edith Schaeffer—Afflictions (Great book on suffering)]

+Summary statement for 25:27-34: Profane people are willing to relinquish things of lasting spiritual value because they live to satisfy their basic appetites.


C. The blessing of God on Isaac in order to show the continuation of the promises even 
though Abraham had moved off the scene: 26:1-33



1. God renews the covenant with Isaac and protects the purity of Rebekah from 








Abimelech: 26:1-11

+Summary statement for 26:1-11: A mature faith in God’s promises engenders a fearless walk with him, but cowering fear endangers the blessing and makes a mockery of faith



2. The continued blessing on Isaac amid opposition to show that the people of God must maintain their trust in God: 26:12-33

+“Rehoboth” (22)--

+Summary statement for 26:12-33: In spite of the envy and hostility from the world over the Lord’s blessing, the people of God must maintain their confident trust in the Lord’s promise of his presence and provision


D. The deception of Jacob to get the blessing from Esau in order to show that God expects his people to carry out their spiritual responsibilities by faith rather than by deceit: 26:34—28:9

1. The marriage by Esau into the Canaanite line to show him to be unfit to receive the blessing: 26:34-35

2. Isaac prepares to bless Esau in disobedience: 27:1-4

3. Rebekah and Jacob connive together to stop Isaac’s action: 27:5-17

4. Jacob steals the blessing by impersonating Esau: 27:18-29

5. Esau and Isaac learn of the trickery and Esau plots to kill Jacob: 27:30-40

6. Rebekah advises Jacob to leave to escape Esau: 27:41-45

7. Isaac sends Jacob away giving him the full Abrahamic blessings and instructs him not to marry a Canaanite and thereby pollute the line: 27:46-28:5

8. Esau tries to mend his reputation by marrying into the line of Ishmael: 28:6-9

+Summary statement for 26:34—28:9:  God’s people who know God’s will must not stoop to deceptive, manipulative schemes to gain spiritual success but must strive to achieve God’s will righteously


E. Jacob’s vision at Bethel in order to show God’s assurance of blessing and protection in light of the preceding incident: 28:10-22

1. The Lord appears to Jacob at the top of an angel-filled stairway and confirms to Jacob the promises of the covenant: 28:10-15

· “for his pillows” (11)—normally interp. to mean he used the stones for a pillow. Perhaps better interp. He placed these stones at his head. In the ancient religious mindset. 

· “ladder” (12)—has the idea of a ramp;

· While he is asleep, he is filled with terror. He makes a vow to the Lord and calls it Bethel. This is so important because Jake’s life is centered around two events: both theophanies. This one and his wrestling with God. 

·  He leaves Bearsheba and goes toward Haran. Why? He is trying to flee Esau. Questions: Were the promises really his. Would God really bless him? If they were his, why would he be leaving the very land that would be his? He is going to need some kind of confirmation from God about this. Vs. 10,11, it is told in a very casual style. There should be some kind of tension. Esau is coming. This is classic horror genre. [Jerry loves horror films] He breaks this monotony by saying, “Behold!” Jacob sees a vision. Three important features: 

1) The stairway: Point of this is that this is the place where heaven and earth touch. Here is a place where they are coming together. John 1:51, Jesus calls himself a stairway. He is the Bethel incarnate. It is through him that man and God come together. Man can reach God through Christ. 

2) Angels descending/ascending: Not much is says of them. In Gen. 3, they guard the tree. In Gen. 19, they visit Lot in Sodom. They will come to represent God protecting and communicating.

3) The Lord Himself: he is standing above the stairway. As Jacob sees this vision, God makes some promises. They have two parts. 1. Confirms the covenant—Gen. 12, (Land, seed, Blessing) God reiterates same three parts. 2. God guarantees to protect him—“Behold I am with thee”… “and will keep thee.” There will not be an absence of problems, but God will protect him. 

· He realizes the God is in this place. The fear of the Lord in Scripture is a mixture of adoration and terror. It is reverence and dread. Many Christians do revear the Lord, but they do not dread him. All true worship begins with these two elements. We must adore him, but also be afraid of Him. This is one of the basis’ to how we will worship. Is our worship in keeping with this? Should we be afraid of God- yes! God does accept us, but at the same time we need to dread him. [Rudolph Otto—The idea of the Holy] Classic example is Israel in Exodus. Moses, you go up there, we don’t want to see him. The golden calf was not an idol, they were worshipping God in a different way. They want’ a God [Modern Reformation, Horton- ] who would be chummy. One who would not inspire fear. 

· He names the place Bethel, because this is the place he met God. Pouring out oil would symbolize devotion. 

· He then makes a vow. Vows in the Bible are not getting god to do something he doesn’t’ want do. It is to do something he has said He would do. 

· What this would have meant to Israel--- Jacob would have represented Israel. To this point, he had been disobedient. He tried to get blessing in wrong manner. yet God still blessed him. He was still outside of the land. Likewise, first generation Israel was disobedient. They did not have faith. God kept them out of the land. This would teach them once more that they could believe in the promises of God. 

2. Jacob awakes from his dream, sets up a stone memorial, names the place Bethel, and vows to worship in that place: 28:16-22

+Summary statement for 28:10-22: The effectual revelation of God’s protective presence and promised blessings will inspire devout and faithful worship

F. The incidents of Jacob’s sojourn in order to show how God kept his promise by abundantly blessing Jacob: 29:1—32:32

1. The events surrounding Jacob’s marriages and relationship with Laban in order to show the blessing that rested on him but also to show that God disciplines those he blesses: 29:1-30

a. Jacob meets Rachel at the well: 29:1-14

i. “went” (1)—“Went” means he “lifted his feet.” This unusual expression. We think Jake is going to die. Then we see he will be protected. He has a new lease on life. Now, Jacob had a spring in his step. 

b. Jacob serves Laban for seven years for Rachel but is deceived thereby forcing him to serve seven more years for Rachel: 29:15-30

i. “tender-eyed” (17)—she was not attractive. Bright eyes was considered a beautiful woman.

ii. “beautiful and well-favored” (17)—beautiful in form and appearance. She was gorgeous!

iii. “a few days” (20)—Many times taken that she was so much in love that the time went so quickly. Better explanation: Moses would be saying that price Jake had to pay was a bargain. Only a few days.

+Summary statement for 29:1-30: Even though God’s people may experience God’s blessing on their endeavors, God will effectively discipline them by making them painfully aware of their unresolved sins

2. The sons of Jacob in order to show part of the fulfillment of God’s promises and to provide a negative example of bickering that does not trust God’s ways: 29:31—30:24

· two importance’s of Jacob’s children

a. God gives Leah four sons and closes Rachel’s womb:

    29:31-35

b. Rachel competes with Leah by having children borne

    by Bilhah: 30:1-8

c. Leah responds by using her maid Zilpah to bear 

    children: 30:9-13

d. The two continue to outdo each other: 30:14-21

e. God ends Rachel’s barrenness by giving her Joseph:

    30:22-24

+Summary statement for 29:31—30:24: God’s people must put away envy and strife, which lead to bitter conflicts, and accept the truth that God dispenses blessings in sovereign wisdom, justice, and compassion

3. The story of Jacob acquiring wealth at Laban’s expense in order to show that the blessings of the promises came from God’s hand and not his own: 30:25-43

a. Jacob agrees to serve Laban longer in order to acquire more wealth in the form of odd-colored animals: 30:25-3

b. Jacob uses deceitful breeding practices in order to outwit Laban: 30:35-43

+Summary statement for 30:25-43: Those who experience material prosperity must acknowledge that it is the blessing from the Lord and not the product of their own limited abilities

4. Jacob’s departure from Laban in order to show that when the one who is blessed by God is obedient he receives divine protection: 31:1-55

a. Jacob and his family depart from Canaan because of growing animosity with Laban’s family and the Lord’s command: 31:1-21

· the “teraphim”

b. Laban pursues Jacob, and after some debate over each other’s guilt, the two 



negotiate a treaty: 31:22-55

+The “Mizpah blessing”—warning between antogonists, not between friends. They are calling on God to watch out for the other one. This has the idea of distrust and warning. These men distrusted each other. 

+Summary statement for 31: The one who has experienced the blessing of God and who is obediently following the call of God may be confident of God’s protection

5. Jacob’s preparation to meet Esau in order to show that he could trust God for deliverance from enemies because of the promises without giving away the blessing: 32:1-21

a. Jacob divides the camp out of fear when he hears that 

    Esau is coming: 32:1-8

b. Jacob prays to God for deliverance reminding him of 

    His promises: 32:9-12

c. Jacob sends ahead a gift to Esau in order to pacify him:

    32:13-21

+Summary statement for 32:1-21: God’s people can pray with confidence for deliverance from their enemies because of his promises to them—and they need not seek to appease their enemies by giving away God’s blessing on them

6. The wrestling and blessing at Peniel in order to rid Jacob of his self-sufficiency in trying to obtain God’s promises: 32:22-32

a.  Jacob sends his family across the river and is left  alone: 32:22-24a— 

b. A “man” wrestles with Jacob until daybreak and dislocates his hip: 32:24b-25—This is a turning point. He “struck” his thigh. Up until this point, it seems Jake has always had the advantage. Now assailant has the clear advantage.  He then realizes that this assailant is more than human. 

c. Jacob clings to the “man” for a blessing and his name is changed from Jacob (heel catcher) to Israel (may God strive): 32:26-29—

d.  Israel names the place Peniel because he saw God and lived and left the place limping with the result that the children of Israel did not eat the sinew of the hip: 32:30-32

+A closer look into the encounter at Peniel

-Introduction—Many people in life, we are trying to manipulate God out of certain things. Many times in church ministry, we want to use our own means. Instead of concentrating on God’s means, we use our own means. “God has not promised to bless baking”—Martin Luther [God has not chosen the means of baking to bring people into church. He has chosen the foolishness of preaching] Jake fooled Esau on many occasions. Same with Laban. He is going to have to learn. Issues: who is the man who attacked him? Why did it take so long? Why did he touch his thigh? How does it become part of dietary issues?

-How to interpret?— Some feel this is just a dream. He didn’t really wrestle a man. Some interpret this as an allegory. Spritual conflict from which Jake was going. Many interpret this as a lesson in prayer. We are to wrestle with God in prayer. Jake doesn’t ask anything though until match is over. Some believe this is a real fight. Fight was intended to transform his character.

-Points of importance— 1) occurs outside the promised land—significant for Israel.  2) Issues of the naming 3) dietary restrictions

-Theme— Wrestling. Before Jake can be blessed, he will have to engage in a fight. He has one in past, now he will meet his match. 

-Two names— Two keys names, Israel (God fights) and Peniel (the face of God)

-Intro.—Crosses the Jabaak river. Sends family ahead and stays back alone. He will not rejoin until the fight is over.

-The fight—When alone he is attacked. Fight takes place at night. Goes until the morning. Jake has been stubborn. Has been one who has trusted his own wits. It is wearing him down to be forced to come to the end of himself. 

-The blessing—Blessing comes through the change of names. What is interesting, before he renames him, he asks him his name. This is more than a rhetorical question. In ANE, names had much to them. Revealed the pattern of one’s life. It is cause Jake to come to terms to what he is. He is the heal catcher. he is one who decieves. He is now faced in who he is. Now named Israel. (God fights) [JETS- June ’87; Bib Sac Allen Ross, ’85; James Boice, Commentary on Genesis] Before he won, but really lost. Now he lost the fight, but it was really a victory.

-The response

-Conclusion—Three  lessons: 1) Transformation of character 2)Great leap forward for Jacob’s faith 3)Promises—Appeared as if the promises would be threatened. Now it was God who was going to protect him. God would fulfill the promises.

Lessons for Israel: 1) Their conquest would not come in the typical way [scheeming/outsmarting etc.] It would come by God blessing them. 

Lessons for Christians: Stop fighting. We need to yield to God as our Master

+Summary statement for 32:22-32: To become strong in the faith, believers must rid themselves of self-sufficiency

G. The return of Israel to the land and its danger of corruption: 33:1—35:29

1. The reconciliation with Esau in order to show again that God protects the blessed one: 33:1-20

+Summary statement for 33: Those who have received God’s grace may be confident of God’s promise of protection when they seek reconciliation with others

2. The defilement of Jacob’s daughter Dinah in order to show the corruptive dangers of interrelations with the Canaanites and their threat as they entered the Promised Land: 34:1-31

a. Dinah goes out to visit the women of the land and is raped by Shechem the son of Hamor: 34:1-3

b.  Shechem and Hamor bargain for the intermarriage between the two peoples and Jacob’s sons agree by deceitfully introducing the condition of circumcision: 34:4-24

+Four significances of chapter 34

+Summary statement for 34: When spiritual leaders are indifferent to, and fail to act decisively about pagan defilements, those who are immature may profane the covenant by their misguided zeal

c. Simeon and Levi destroy all of the incapacitated males and plunder the city: 34:25-31

3. The return of Israel to Bethel where the promises are again confirmed and his family is completed by the birth of  Benjamin: 35:1-15

· ”God Almighty” (11)

4. The corruption of Reuben as the result of those who had not walked by faith: 35:16-29

+Summary statement for 35: God’s people must fulfill their commitments by spiritual renewal in order that God’s promises may be confirmed to them in their journey

X.   Moses describes the generations of Esau in order to provide a contrast with the lot of his brother Jacob: 36:1—37:1

+Three purposes

XI. Moses describes the generations of Jacob in order to further trace the line of covenant blessing and promise and to show that though the wicked may prosper it is only temporary: 37:2—50:26


A. The dreams and hatred of Joseph in order to show that he was the one chosen by God to prepare the way in Egypt: 37:2-36

1. The favor of Jacob for Joseph: 37:2

· Was Joseph a tattletale?—No. The temptation of Joseph has a close connection with OT wisdom literature. Joe is not presented as a perfect individual. This is how wisdom acts. As he lived in wisdom, he was faithful to small duties given to him by his father. He is fit for even greater authority.

· A “coat of many colors?”—“coat” has the idea of a tunic. “Colors” can carry the thought of ancles or wrists. Color was not point. A tunic normally was a sleeveless garment to about the knees. This was the sign of a working man. Enabled the arms to move freely. Same with his knees. Joseph shows up with a tunic down to his wrists and ankles. He didn’t have to work or perform manual labor. This was a sign that Jake had assigned him as their manager. They resented that. Not that he had a colorful outfit.

2. The dreams of Joseph in order to show that he would rule over his brothers in Egypt: 37:5-11—Dreams were considered in ANE to be forms of revelation.

· vs. 7—first dream. Brothers will come to him for bread. Brothers noticed superiority intended by this. Will you reign over us? You don’t REALLY think you will rule over us, do you? A sense of uneasiness here. This could be true. This bothered them. Perhaps this was divine revelation.

· vs. 9—2nd dream. Now it is over the whole house of Israel. Father now rebukes him. Even he resents this. 

3. The plot against Joseph by his brothers: 37:12-24

· About 60 miles away. Extreme measures may have been to silence. But also to alter God’s will. They hated him, envious of him, and maybe they didn’t want God to work through him. 

4. The purchase of Joseph by the Ishmaelites and the sorrow of Jacob and the arrival of Joseph in Egypt: 37:25-36

· Jake deceived with coat of goat. Now deceived by blood of goat.
· King was ​_____ at this time
· Potipher was in charge of the king’s executioners.
B. The corruption of Judah’s family in order to show why God needed to have the young nation settle in Egypt in order to develop away from the corrupting influence of the Canaanites: 38:1-30

· Central issue is childlessness. Joe is gone from family for over 20 years.

1. Judah marries a Canaanite woman and she bears three sons— Er, Onan, and Shelah: 38:1-5

2. Er dies and Judah gives his wife Tamar to Onan, who also died, but he refused to give Tamar to his third son Shelah thus placing the family line in jeopardy: 38:6-11

3. Tamar decides to take matters in her own hands and conceals herself as a prostitute to lure Judah and bear her child:38:12-23

4. Judah discovers she is pregnant and wants her burned to death but when he realizes he is the father he admits that she is right: 38:24-26

5. Tamar gives birth to twins: 38:27-30

+A closer look at the Judah/Tamar story

-Introduction

-Judah’s line—Early verses, Judah associates himself with Canaanite man. Marries Canaanite woman. Threat to the promises of Abe. If absorved to this culture, this would threaten the promises. Has three sons. The account jumps to the marriage. Er marries Tamar. Before they can have children, God kills Er because of his wickedness. Onan was then to marry Tamar. Behind this marriage was the ANE practice of leverite marriage. Custom where a brother would marry his brother’s widow who had not born children. Marry her to provide an heir for his brother. Onan, though had relations, refused to perform duty because he did not want the heir. Sense is, “whenever he went in unto her”. He did this often. He died also. Now, Judah has one son left. Tells Tamar to go back to father’s house. Wait till son gets older.

-Tamar’s deception—Went to sheep shearers. This was very dirty work and hard work. They would have a festival. There was much wine drinking. Tamar calculated the drinking, and Judah’s lack of a woman and disguises herself. She wanted a child to be the heir of her husband. He thinks she is a cult prostitute. Has relations with her. Gives her a pledge, which was a type of seal. Also a staff. For a later payment. Judah finds out that she is pregnant. Orders her to be burned. Then reveals her identity.

-Judah’s discovery—She hath been more righteous than I. It wasn’t right, but the fact is that she at least had a good desire in that she wanted an heir. He had not good intentions.

-Tamar’s twins—Perez [first born]; Zera [scarlet thread no significance, Messiah came from Perez]

-The purpose of 38—1) God will accomplish his purposes, even if he must use a Canaanite. Now is an important link in the chain. Tamar is God’s unlikely tool. Tamar is treated with respect in Torah, and showed higher purposes of God. 2)Show why Israel needed to be sent to Egypt. We now see the danger of the promised line in Canaan. Growing deterioration, so God had to remove them for a time.

Summary statement for 38: Those who disregard God’s plan and pursue a life of self-gratification, God will correct, often using talionic justice in the correction

C. The temptation of Joseph in order to show how the wise man resists temptation as he is dedicated to God: 39:1-23

+Joseph and Wisdom Literature

-Wisdom Literature—Primary word for wisdom is “hokmah”. Noun “wisdom” has the idea of skill. In warfare or technical work. Sometimes means the ability to administrate. Also, cleverness or shrudeness. Prudence in religious affairs. Wisdom is skill in different areas of life.

-The place of “fear” in Wisdom Literature—Synonymous with obedience to God. Idea is that we have such a terror and regard for God, that it leads him to take seriously His promises. One who fears God will obey him.

-Facts of wisdom

-The fool—Sometimes called the “simple”. One who is gullible. Aimless. Irresponsible. Fool is sometimes called “a fool”. He like folly and is enslaved by it. Returns to it. Also have the scoffer. He is closed to change. Scornful. 

-Life—Very little is said of after life in WL. “Life” in OT is primary on earthly existence. “Life” can refer to material success, social success, psychological health, and personal health. Quality spiritual life. “Life” in OT is success and true enjoyment of life as God gives it. “Death” is just the opposite. Causes one to miss true life. James is same thing. James point is not perseverance. Speaking in terms of wisdom. Talking about spiritual life. James is quite possibly earliest book written.  

1. The Lord blessed Potiphar’s house when Joseph was put in charge of his possessions: 39:1-6

· “The Lord was with Joseph” (2,3,21,23)—This explains why Joe was successful. God blessed Potipher because of Joe. This goes back to Abe Covenant, where blessings would fall upon whole world.

· “and he served him” (4)—household steward. Personal attendant.

· “goodly and well-favored” – handsome. Good physique. Similar to Mom

2. Joseph faithfully resists the temptations of Potiphar’s wife and is falsely accused: 39:7-20

· Intro.—No win situation. He should obey the wife, but also trustworthy to Potiphor.

· “cast her eyes” (7)—she lifted up her eyes toward him. Emphasized that she intentionally scrutinized him. Connected with wisdom warning in Prov. 5-7. She does this with boldness and directness.

· “an Hebrew” (14)—ethnic slur. 

· “to mock us” (14)—He is making fun of us. Accusation of attempted rape would carry that he held her in comtempt.

· “Hebrew servant” (17)—demeaning description

3. The Lord was with Joseph in prison and prospered him so that he was given responsibility there: 39:21-23
+Joseph’s temptation

-the dangers of his temptation (6)

1. Natural temptation—He was 27. He was in prison for 10 years. He is single and lonely. Perhaps God put it there for a reason. It feels so good, do it!

2. Away from home—Why will people do things away when they will resist in town. We have a picture of God that he is a local deity. This is tribal.

3. Came from an important woman—F.B. Meyer—“To please her would secure his advancement. One act of homage to the devil would advance him with power to begin his overthrow…The armor is faith that looks to the long future. It is better to do right.”

4. It occurred after an important promotion—Temptation is most potent when we think we have arrived. It came to David when he was in his 50’s and had united the kingdom. To Jesus after Father said, “This is my beloved Son.” Beware when you have achieved an accomplishment.

5. It came repeatedly—

6. It seized the perfect opportunity—What a chance! Devil will say, “If you don’t do it now, you will never be able to do it again.”

· [How to Say No to a Stubborn Habit; Failure: the Backdoor to Success; Living with your Passions—Erwin Lutzer]

-reasons to resist (3)

1. Sin was sin—Satan will rename it. Pride= self-esteem. Covet= improving yourself. Perversion=alternate lifestyle. Adultery= help for a lackluster marriage.

2. Sin always hurts others—Could not have been a private matter. 

3. Offense against God—“How can I do this against GOD?”

-practice (3)

1. Let his position be known—Not being obnoxious. But he was clear in his position

2. Stayed busy—important! Sanctification: great method is going to Wal-mart. Plan the day—Have an agenda in what you want to accomplish!

3. Ran from sin when it became necessary—personal thing to know when you have to run.

Summary statement for 39: Dedication to the calling of God will enable the servant of God to resist temptation


D. The interpretations of the prisoners’ dreams in order to show Joseph’s endurance of faith: 40:1-23
1. The cupbearer and baker are sent to prison for offending the king: 40:1-4

· “cupbearer” (1)—confidant of the king. Also had some political power. [Kitchen; New Bible Dictionary]

· “baker” (1)—had privelages in royal court. Head baker. Important position

· three lessons from being forgotten [very heartfelt]

· Many times, what we are is more important to what we do. [Read Meyer] Joseph no doubt at times thought God had forgotten him. This was in the midst of him continually doing right.

2. Joseph interprets their dreams by noting that the cupbearer would be restored and the baker executed: 40:5-19

· These dreams were revelations from God. Baker was going to be impaled completely. 

3. Joseph’s interpretations come true but the cupbearer forgets to tell the king of him: 40:20-23

+Summary statement for 40: Those who are convinced that God desires to use them in greater capacities will demonstrate their unwavering faith in the midst of discouraging situations


E. The interpretation of Pharaoh’s dream in order to show how God remained faithful to Joseph in elevating him to a position of favor and to show how God sovereignly controls the decisions of nations in order to accomplish his purposes: 41:1-57

1. Pharaoh has two dreams and can find no one to interpret them: 41:1-8

+Comments on Egyptian religion

-basic religion

· Important: They were extremely religious. Cow was very significant because it represented Isis, a chief God.

· Complexity: many gods and goddesses. Gods and goddesses would take many forms and duties would overlap.

· gods of the religion: Hully not happy with theology of hardening of Pharaoh’s heart. What is the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart? There were national deities. They had high rank. Then their were local gods... Hardening in Egyptian theology was actually good. When Pharaoah died, he would go to judgment hall. Scales had heart on one end and feather on other. Questioned. If he was bad or untruthful, the heart would outweigh feather. [Don’t know what Jerry is talking about here(?] Every plague was to make a mock at the deities. 

-divinity of Pharaoh

· Considered to be divine. Believed to be physical descendant of sun god, Ra. He was the high priest of every Egyptian cult. He was the top dog. Communicated to all

2. The cupbearer remembers Joseph and he explains to Pharaoh that there would be seven years of plenty and seven years of famine and then advises him on what to do: 41:9-36
3.  Pharaoh elevates Joseph to the office of vizier, gives him a wife who bears him Ephraim and Manasseh, and gives him authority over the economy of the land: 41:37-57
+the elevation of Joseph—[Boice, 971; Genesis] Read Clovis Chappel(
+“Zaphenathpaneah”—tries to naturalize him as an Egyptian citizen. Given Egyptian wife. Not real problem. God warned against marrying Canaanite women. Name has been largely misunderstood. Some think it means “savior of the world.” Really means “God speaks, and he lives.”

+“hath made me forget”-- 

Summary statement for 41: God sovereignly controls the destinies of nations to protect and provide for his covenant people


F. The move of Joseph’s family to Egypt in order to show how God brought them to Egypt so that they could grow into a nation: 42:1—47:27
1. The first visit by his brethren in order to show that when they were tested by leaving Simeon they were spiritually sensitive and could thus participate in God’s program of blessing: 42:1-38
· Joe is trying to revive the guilty consciences of his brothers. He is testing them by keeping Simeon as a hostage. He wants to see how spiritually sensitive they are going to be.

· “why do ye look one upon another?” (1)

+Summary statement for 42: If believers have unresolved guilt in their lives, God will stir up their consciences to see if they are spiritually sensitive enough to share in his program

2. The second by his brethren in which they bring Benjamin, offer an explanation of the money in their sack, and participate in a banquet in which Benjamin was favored in order to show they were able to accept their lot without being jealous and thus could participate in God’s kingdom program: 43:1-34
* Testing to see if they would respond to Ben as they did to him. [Ben was now favorite]

* Joe showed favor to Ben by giving more and better food. Normally, being honored would get double portion, but he got 5x’s. He wanted to see if they would hate Ben as they hated Joe. They seem to have passed this test.

+Summary statement for 43: Those who would participate in God’s program must be willing to take responsibility for their actions, make restitution when they are culpable, and accept their lot gratefully and without jealousy

3. Joseph has Benjamin framed in order to test their loyalty toward him and thus their fitness for the covenanted program: 44:1-34
* The fact that Ben was pleaded for shows the loyalty to Ben and not to Joe.

4. +Summary statement for 44: God requires self-sacrificing love among believers, but such loyalty may need to be fostered through the uncovering of past sins

5. The reconciliation of the brothers in order to show the importance of forgiveness and the way God sovereignly ordered events to work out his purpose: 45:1-15
+Summary statement for 45:1-15: Reconciliation comes through forgiveness, and forgiveness through the recognition of God’s sovereignty

· THIS IS ABSOLUTELY PIVITOL! WE MUST UNDERSTAND THIS!!!

· Joseph was innocent, he was right. Yet he understood that God did this for a reason.

+Excursus on anger
-A universal problem—Everyone of us has a button. If it is pressed enough, we will get angry. No one is exempt from this. J.Adams- “9/10 problems has anger as the underlying issue.” Symptoms may change, but anger is often the problem. We may give into temptation because of anger.

-Is there really a righteous anger?—Very much questioned. Relook the Ephesians passage.

-Giving place to the devil—Satan will have an opportunity with us if we do not lose our anger. Satan and his minions hang around angry people.

*Three lies regarding anger

· It is something inside of me—Like a video clip, we play it over and over again. It is not something. Dealing with it is not hitting a pillow. It is a moral choice.

· It is ok to be mad at God—It is legit to be puzzled with God. We will not understand him at times. Not to be mad at God. He is the sovereign center of the universe

· It is ok to be angry with yourself—many say that they are mad at themselves. Many times because they don’t meet a standard they have concocted. [A quiet time; meals; broken a standard God has set; bad housekeeper; an abortion (pro-life out of guilt)] We are not called upon to forgive ourselves. This is something you get to do when you are God. We must repent, ask forgiveness, and move on.

*Three truths to deal with anger
· God is sovereign—Some don’t like this word. He will do all his pleasure. We discover God is sovereing over what people do, Satan, animals, plants, hail, lightning, machinery (wheels of chariots fell off), trials. etc. If we understand this, this will help us with anger. If everything is ordained by God, than we know that God did not make a mistake. [rainouts, sickness, dashed dreams etc]

· God is judge—God settles the accounts. If someone cuts us off, God will make things right. No one will get by with anything. We hold a grudge, we doubt the judge! He will reap vengeance. “I will see you at the judgment seat.”—Edwards after being kicked out of his church

· God will repay our suffering—our anger is often because of unmet expectations. A woman. She just wants to be married and have children. She can’t. An athlete who gets injured. A seminarian who gets sick or no ministry. A child who can’t play because of disease. GOD WILL REPAY OUR SUFFERING! Joni—When God Weeps
6. The moving of the family to Egypt in order to show how God moved Israel to Egypt and to show the response of Jacob who followed God’s guidance in trusting assurance that the promises would be fulfilled in God’s way: 45:16—47:12
· “Goshen” (46:34)

· the problem of “Rameses”

7. The wisdom of Joseph’s rule which shows the blessing and fulfillment to this point of the promises as the nation multiplied: 47:13-27
G. The events surrounding the death of Jacob in order to show the future of the Abrahamic seed: 47:28—50:26
1. Jacob shows his faith in God’s promises by requesting to be buried in the Land of Promise and by exalting the younger Ephraim) over the older (Manasseh) and raising their status to first-born sons so that this would have effect for the future  apportioning of the Land: 47:28—48:22





2.  The oracle of Jacob concerning the future of the tribes of Israel in order to show what lay in 







the future for the nation after the bondage of Egypt when lived in the land of promise:  49:1-







28
* This is prophecying  by divine revelation of what will be evident in their lives. 

a. Jacob calls the family together to prophesy the future: 49:1-2

b.  Reuben lost the birthright because of his sin: 49:3-

c. Simeon and Levi would be dispersed because of their anger: 49:5-7

d. Judah would receive kingship because of his valiant character: 49:8-12

· “until Shiloh come” (10)

e. Zebulun would dwell by the sea: 49:13

f. Issachar would prefer luxury: 49:14-15

g. Dan would help his brothers against oppression: 49:16-18

h. Gad would be raided but would fight back: 49:19

i. Asher’s land would be fertile: 49:2

j. Naphtali would be a swift messenger with a message of victory: 49:21

k. Joseph would prosper and be successful over his enemies: 49:22-26

l. Benjamin would be warlike: 49:27-28

+Summary statement for 49:1-28:  The actions of believers determine their future position in the blessing of God

2. The deaths of Jacob and Joseph in order to show God’s sovereignty in their lives, and the faith of the faithful when they die with the promises unfulfilled: 49:29-50:26
a. Jacob dies and Joseph gains permission from Pharaoh to bury him in the land of Canaan: 49:29—50:14
+The grieving process

b. Joseph assures his brothers of his continued kindness and assures them of God’s promises: 50:15-21

c. Joseph dies in faith that the promises would be fulfilled: 50:22-26

+Three major revelations in Genesis

· Concerning God: He is faithful to His word

· Concerning Man: created in God’s image—though hindered by Fall, has enough of image that he is distinct from other creatures.

· Man is able to have a relationship with God—Quality of this is dictated by how well we obey His commands
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