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Eschatology

Doctrine of the End Times

I. General approaches


Must determine how to view Israel.


A. Postmillenialism



1. Marcus Kik, Boettmer, Murray, Rushdoony, Charles Hodge, Shed, John Murray



2. Basic tenants




a. Fulfillment of OT prophesies of a glorious age will come as a result of 




the preaching of the Gospel.




b. Do not believe they will be filled by Israel during a literal kingdom




c. "millennium" is not a literal thousand years, but began with Christ and 



ends with the Church dispensation




d. World will be Christianized through the preaching of the Gospel, then. 




e. A long period of peace, then . . .




f. Then Christ will return.



3. View of Israel: was chosen by God, but was cast off at some point [most likely 


at the rejection of the Messiah]  during OT, church and Israel were the 



same: then a state, now more universal. Reduce Abrahamic covenant to 



only Justification by faith.


B. Amillennialism



1. William Cox, Anthony Hoekema, Oswald Allis, Berkhof, William Hendrickson



2. Basic tenants. . .




a. Do not deny a millennium, do not define it as a premillennialist would




b. Either identify millennium with reign of Christ in hearts of believers, or 



his reign from heaven




c. Satan was bound at first advent




d. Kingdom is spiritual not earthly




e. Claim dispensationalists base entire scheme on Revelation 20:1-10



3. Believe about Israel . . .




a. Church has always existed: some trace to Adam, others to Abraham




b. Israel was a type of the church we have today




c. All unfulfilled promises of OT fulfilled in church today




d. Israel is now redefined as "the elect"




e. Some say parts of the law are to be followed today: moral law today, 




civil not


C. Covenant Premillennialism [Historic Premillennialism]



1. George Ladd, Millard Erickson, William Lasore



2. Basic tenants . . .




a. Christ will return at Second Advent, then




b. Will set up his kingdom on earth




c. Rev. 20 is only place which teaches a literal millennium



3. Believe about Israel . . .




a. Not distict from church




b. At Christ's first coming, did not offer a literal kingdom to Isael, but a 




spiritual one


D. Dispensationalists



1. Clarence Mason, Lewis Chafer, Charles Ryrie, Eric Sauer, Dwight Pentecost, 



Hermon Hoyt, Alva McClain



2. Basic tenents . . .




a. How God administrates the world




b. God does things differently in different time periods




c. Every dispensation is based on new revelation, a test of that 





revelation, and a reward/punishment




d. Essence: the distinction between Israel and the Church, based on OT 




covenants



3. About Israel . . .




a. The basis is the Abrahamic covenant [Gen. 12,15,17]




b. God made a series of promises to Abraham which were unconditional: 



does not mean there were no conditions and obligations 





attached, but, rather, God has obligated Himself to see that the 




promises are fulfilled.  God will make sure the conditions are 




met.





1. Land - gives the boundaries [Deut. 30:1-5] Palestinian Cov.





2. Seed - decendents [II Sam 7:12-17] Davidic Cov.





3. Universal - [Jer 31:31-34; Ez. 35,36] New Cov.





4. Conditions spelled out in Mosaic Law [Deut. 28-30]




c. Israel is now in a state of spiritual blindness [climax Matt. 12 with 




unpardonable sin]

Timeline of things to come . . .

1. Church age [because of Israel's rejection of Messiah]

2. Rapture of church [does not begin 


Tribulation - approx 30 day gap in time until Antichrist's covenant with Israel which 
brings on the Tribulation]

3. Tribulation - Daniel's 70th week, [7 years: divided into two halves] 


a. First seal inaugerates the period [revelation of Antichrist]


b. Seals two - seven begin around the middle of tribulation.



- seal two = war and will bring the wrath of the Antichrist on Israel


c. Trumpet judgments in second half - will last entire second half of period


d. Sign of Son of Man - spoken of by Christ in Olivet Discourse: start of the second 


coming.



- lasts 45 days

4. Sheep and goat judgments: determines who enters the kingdom

5. Millenium - church will reign with Christ, and Christians will be reigning based on how lived life


a. Sacrifices offered again [Ez. 40-48]


b. Satan is bound


c. Christ will sit on the throne of David


d. Sacrifices are used to purify things 


e. Curse is lifted

6. Satan is loosed - mounts a large rebellion, which is crushed immediately

7. The second resurrection - unto death [Great White Throne]

8. Eternal state - first time the righteous are not exposed to the wicked

II. Rapture


A. Definition: that future event when God will irresistable remove the church from this 


world


B. Views



1. No Rapture view




a. We are looking for the second coming of Christ, the eternal judgment, 



and the eternal state.




b. Michael Horton



2. Partial rapture view




a. Not when it will happen, but who will be involved.




b. Only those living for the Lord will be taken, the rest will be left.



3. Midtribulation view




a. Will happen in the middle of the tribulation




b. Approx. 3 1/2 years in



4. Posttribulationism




a. Rapture and second coming are close facets of same event




b. Church will go through the tribulation




c. Some say protected, others say not



5. Pre-wrath view




a. 1990 - The Pre-Wrath Rapture of the Church by Rosenthal




b. 1992 - The Sign - Robert Van Kampton




c. Three sections to the tribulation





1. First section lasts 3 1/2 years and includes seals 1-4





2. Second division is from the middle to the middle of the second 




3 1/2 years, begins with the fifth seal and ends with 





sixth seal.





- now rapture occurs





3. Third division begins with breaking of seventh seal, defined as 




the day of the Lord





- first two division are man's wrath, third is God's wrath



6. Pretribulaion view




a. Entire church is removed before the tribulation begins




b. Biblical


C. Supports for the Pretrib. View



1. The Bible presents a distiction between the rapture and the second coming



2. The doctrine of the imminency of the return of Christ - refers to an event 



which is always hanging over head [could take place at any moment]




a. For the rapture to be imminent, it could happen at any time: He could 




come today




b. Does not mean soon




c. Necessarily implies a sign-less event




d. Means that the second coming is NOT imminent, because it is 





preceded by signs




e. The apostles were not looking for signs, fulfilled prophesies, or they 




would have given some instruction on how to go through 




tribulation [I Thess 1:10; Phil 3:20; Titus 2]



3. I Thess 1:10 - we are waiting for His Son, and that we are delivered from the 




wrath to come



4. Rev. 3:10 - we are kept from the hour - the Tribulation



5. The church is not mentioned in Rev 6-19



6. If Posttribulationism is true, there is a log jam at the second coming: church is 


taken out, but the passages on rewards deal with the position of the 



saints in the millennial kingdom, and there is no time for the Bema Seat 



of Christ before the church returns



7. If Posttribulationism is correct, there is no one to populate the kingdom




a. At rapture, every believer is taken out of the world. Means there are 




no believers on the earth




b. The Bible indicates that no unbeliever will enter the kingdom [Matt 25; 



II Thess 1; John 3]




c. The Bible indicates that people will be born and some will reject the Messiah's rule - if church is removed at end of Trib, and all unsaved are judged, who will populate the kingdom?





- pretrib. Understands that those new believers who are saved 




during the trib will allowed to enter the kingdom in their physical 



bodies, and will be passing on sin nature to their children.


D. Objections to the pretrib. View



1. The word "rapture" is not in the Bible - but the teaching is



2. Pretribulationism is a Satan deception, or is a view introduced by heretics: a 



classic ad hominem argument - guilt by association



3. It is a recent doctrinal development - not found before the 1800's




a. Hermas - Apostolic father, The Shepherd, which was widely included 




amongst the Scripture until 3rd Century: angel says that he had 




escaped from the Great Tribulation




b. Iranaeus - 2nd Century - Against Heresies: the church shall be caught 




up, and there shall be intense tribulation




c. Ephraim the Syrian - 4th Century Byzantine Theologian: [373] all the 




saints are gathered and taken to the Lord before the tribulation




d. History of Brother Delchino - [1316: Bib.Sac. 635, beginning on page 




39]




- history of doctrine always arose out of a need for a statement due to 




controversy




- doctrines developed in logical order of dependence [James Orr, The 




Progress of Dogma; J.N.D. Kelly, The History of Doctrine]



3. The last trump [brought by posttrib camp] - I Thess 4 and I Cor 15 describe 



the same event. They say the last trump refers to the last trumpet 



judgment.




a. When Paul talks about the last trump in I Cor 15, he could be talking 




about the last trump of this dispensation




b. Trumpet terminology is to be linked with ancient war trumpets - this is 



a war trumpet [Liddell and Scott, Finley, Theological Dictionary 




of the New Testament all agree][ c.f I Cor 14:8] - the last 




trumpet was used to call out of battle to camp - our battle is 




over, and we are summoned to our rest.


E. Observations from I Thess 4


E. A Suggested correction of those who hold the pretrib view



1. Has been abused



2. General reason to correct: it will lead to an improper method of interpretation



3. Specific reason: much of what people impose on the church has no basis, and 



has been proven wrong, it gives the church a bad name.  We totally lose 


our credibility



4. Lets keep the future in the future - 4 views of timeframes of eschatology




a. Preterism - see most prophesy as being  fulfilled in 70 AD




b. Historic view - prophesy is being fulfilled in the incidents of life




c. Allogorical / spiritual view - prophesy is fulfilled in the cosmic struggle 




between good and evil




d. Futurist view - remaining prophesy to be fulfilled in the future from 




our viewpoint



5. Date setting is precluded by futurism - some claim to know the most minute 



details, but ignore Christ's claim that no man would no the day nor the 



hour



6. Beware of stage setting - most people in our circles have abandoned date 



setting, but will say the stage is set.

Dec. 2, 2003



- Last Days in Scripture is refering to Israel




- end times refers to time between the first coming of Christ and the 




second coming




- two arguments as to why people believe the rapture is soon





1. Natural events - earthquakes, an natural disasters [there are 





less today than in times past]





2. The moral decline of society - society is in a horrible condition, 




yet there has not been an era in world history which was 




better than our era [the Flood times - every imagination 





was only evil continually]

III. The Judgment seat


A. Has to go back to the concept of inheritence in the OT



1. One inheritence which every true believer received: had God as their 




inheritence, and would be in His presence one day



2. The other had to do with the enjoyment of the promises to the nation of 



Israel: had to be earned by obedience, and was forfeited by 




disobedience.


B. There are also two types in the NT



1. Every believer gets some certain blessings [Rom 8:17a; I Peter 1:4, Eph 1:18] 


- salvation and the blessings of it



2. Second type which the believer must earn, or he won't get it, and which can 



be forfeited through disobedienc [Col 3:24; Heb. 6:12; Gal 5:21; I Cor 



6:9; Rev 2:26; II Tim 2:12; II Peter 1:10-11; I Cor 3:15] - rewards



Hebrews 6:12 - 




- telling the Hebrew christians that they must go forward or they will lose 



the inheritence



Galatians 5:21




- the entire passage is written to Christians: if do those things they will 




have an inheritence, if they don't they will not


C. The judgment seat itself



1. In Gk culture, both rewards and punishment were given out at the Bema



2. Historical background




a. The athletic games in first century is the background 





1. Very important in that culture - more so even than today 





maybe





2. Specific allusions





3. Serious nature - to lose was a disgrace [you MUST win]





4. The crown - different Gk words in NT: stephanos is key [18 





times in NT], when referred to in the context of reward - 




always used in reference to a game





5. The herald





6. The disqualification [II Tim 2:5; I Cor 9:27 - key passages]: 





the basis of disqualifiacation is playing according to the 





rules [ancient athletes had to train according to the 





rules, and the rules of his event]



3. the basis of judgment




a. God will judge us on our deeds [ I Cor 3:13; II Cor 5:10; Rev 2:23; II 




Tim 2:5]




b. God will judge our motives [I Cor 4:5; Matt 6:1-4; Col 3:22-25; I Cor 




10:1]




c. God will judge faithfulness 



4. Positive reward




a. The over comer passages in Rev 2-3





1. Some say is a reference to every Christian





2. Some say is a reference to a special class of Christian




b. The proofs





1. Seven letters were written because they were not overcoming




c. The prizes





1. Right to eat of the tree of life - primarily quality of life in 





Johannine thought





2. Not hurt of the second death - example of litotes [positive 





assertion is made by negating the opposite]





3. Reigning with Christ





4. Fixed proximity to the presence of God




d. Praise and honor





1. Verbal praise from Christ





2. II Peter 1:10-11; Matt 10




e. Crowns





1. Rejoicing





2. Glory





3. Righteousness





4. Life





5. Mastery



6. Negative




a. for the Christian, there is no possibility of condemnation




b. I Cor 5:10-11




c. Col  3:22-24

IV. The judgments of he tribulation


A. Three waves of judgment: seals, trumpets and vials/bowls


B. Two purposes:



1. To bring Israel to repentence



2. To begin judgment of Gentile nations - is a precursor to what awaits them for 



all eternity


C. The Seals



1. Take place generally during the first half of the Trib



2. First seal begins the Trib, and remaining seal are rapid around the midpoint



3. Seal 1: the antichrist [Rev 6:1-2 - rides a white horse, with a bow, and a 



crown]




a. Called the Little horn, the king of fierce countenence, the prince who 




shall come, the desolator, the vile person, the idol shepherd, the 



man of sin, the son of perdition, etc.




b. Will be demon possessed to the highest degree: his power is derived 




from the dragon




c. Will be a Gentile, and arise out of a revised Roman Empire [will consist 



of 10 nations, and he will destroy 3 on the rise to power]




d. His true colors will come out around the mid-point




e. Will claim world superiority, and will turn on Israel - He will be the 




religion of the Tribulation




f. Will be crushed and cast into the lake of fire



4. Seal 2: war




a. A red horse - symbolizes the blood that will be shed during the 




Tribulaion




b. [Daniel 11:36-45]




c. Describes the major battle of the Tibulation: comes about the middle 




of the Trib [Michael stands up in 12:1]




d. Three major players in this war





1. King of the south - Egypt or a coalition of nations led by Egypt





2. King of the north - is a power that comes from the 






geographical region now occupied by Russia [not that it 





IS Russia]





3. "Him" - Antichrist




e. Who is the attacker? - some say the pronouns refer to the Antichrist, 




but "against him" comes before the King of the North, therefore 




the flow of thought speaks of the pronouns referring to the King 




of the North



5. Seal 3: famine and inflation [Rev 5-6]



6. Seal 4: death [pale= yellowish-green, or a cadaverous color] - 1/4 of world 



will die



7. Seal 5: vengeance - an answer to the prayers of those in heaven



8. Seal 6: an earthquake



9. Seal 7: contains the seven trumpets



Views of the deadly wound




1. Resurrection of Nero view - committed suicide, but a rumor spread 




that he never really died and would return some day to reclaim 




the empire




2. Deadly wound refers to the judgment to the devil and sin at the cross




3. The revival of the Roman Empire




4. An actual revival of the Antichrist


D. The trumpet judgments



1. Second half of the trib.



2. Trump 1: vegetation - 1/3 burned up



3. Trump 2: seas - 1/3 turn to blood [one third of each sea] - destroys one third 



of marine life and ships



4. Trump 3: fresh water 



5. Trump 4: light - one third of light of sun and moon gone [not shine for one 



third of their normal time each day]



6. Trump 5: demonic assault



7. Trump 6: a great army - 4 evil angels are loosed from the Euphrates River and 


are allowed to kill 1/3 of the remaining population [done through 



warfare]



8. Trump 7: opens up the vial/bowl judgments [occur at end of the period]


E. Bowl judgments



1. Bowl 1: skin ulcer



2. Bowl 2: sea becomes blood [all of the seas, not just one third - everything 



dies]



3. Bowl 3: all fresh wate becomes blood



4. Bowl 4: sun becomes hotter than normal - actually scorches people



5. Bowl 5: darkness



6. Bowl 6: final phase of Armaggedon



7. Bowl 7: global earthquake - Rev 16 and Rev 19 link up together [17-18 are a 



parentheses]
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