INTRODUCTION
Daniel 9:24-27 can be one of the most difficult portions of Scripture to interpret.  It is often referred to as “Daniel’s Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks.”  There have been many great theologians who have struggled with these verses and offered different solutions to the perplexities of the passage.  Difficulties arise in the linguistics and theology of the prophecy.  One writer in describing the passage has stated that “some of the verbs are somewhat obscure, the chronological framework is not particularly easy to establish, and a dash of symbolism is thrown in the mix for good measure.”
  However, it is not within the scope of this paper to offer a full treatment of the linguistic and theological difficulties concerning Daniel’s prophecy.  Time would not permit the various solutions and sub-solutions to be dealt with in a proper manner. 

Instead, this paper approaches Daniel 9:24-27 with a few presuppositions in mind.  First, in order to correctly understand the passage one must hold to a literal, grammatical, and historical interpretation of the Scriptures.  Second, a pre-tribulational, pre-millennial, dispensational grid must be used to gain a proper understanding of the prophecy.  Third, and probably most important, one must remember to keep the distinction between Israel and the Church.  This prophecy concerns Israel and the Church must not be read into the passage (this will be dealt with in further detail later in the paper).  When one strays from these hermeneutical guidelines the passage tends to be allegorized.  This not only leads to an incorrect interpretation of this passage, but many other passages that deal with eschatology.  
Therefore, when one keeps these guidelines in mind the correct interpretation will become clear.  It lays out for the reader the future of the nation in God’s ultimate plan for His people, Israel.  It should not be allegorized because in doing so one misses the richness of the prophecy’s eschatological value.  It contains great implications for events of the end times.  The prophecy is far reaching as well, spanning centuries of time.  It also holds within it great opportunities for understanding God’s plan for the Church.  When all these things are taken into consideration, it will be seen that the seventy weeks prophecy of Daniel 9:24-27 is one of the most beautiful, literal prophecies concerning the nation of Israel which in turn gives tremendous insight into God’s future plan not only for Israel, but for the New Testament Church as well.  
THE CONTEXT OF DANIEL 9:24-27
The first two verses of Daniel nine explain that in the first year of Darius, Daniel understood the prophecy of Jeremiah concerning the duration of Israel’s captivity.  According to Jeremiah’s prophecy the duration of Israel’s captivity was going to last seventy years (Jer. 25:11, 12; 29:10).  Israel’s captivity came to pass because of their disobedience to God’s Word through His prophets (Jer. 29:19), and their refusal to give their land its sabbatical rests (II Chron. 36:21).
 
Upon understanding Jeremiah’s prophecy, Daniel sets his face to God in prayer (Dan. 9:3-19).  In this passage is recorded one of the most magnificent prayers recorded in all of Scripture.  Daniel begins by acknowledging God’s greatness and then proceeds to go into a time of confession.  He realizes why Israel’s captivity has come to pass and begins to confess the sins of the nation (vv. 4-14).  He acknowledges that it is because of their sin that they are in captivity.

He then proceeds to ask for God’s forgiveness and restoration of Israel (vv. 15-19).
  While in the middle of praying and confessing the sins of Israel, Daniel is interrupted by the angel Gabriel.  Gabriel tells Daniel that he, Gabriel, has come to give Daniel “skill and understanding” (v. 22).  In his prayer Daniel had been looking for an answer concerning Israel’s soon to be restoration to their land at the end of the seventy years captivity, but instead God gives Daniel a response through Gabriel concerning their future in the vision of the seventy 

weeks.  This has been called “one of the most wonderful answers to prayer in Scripture.”
  He “assures Daniel that God will fulfill His covenant promises to the nation” of Israel not at the end of the seventy year captivity, but “at the end of the seventy-week period stated in 9:24-27.”

VERSE 24 – THE PURPOSE OF THE PROPHECY

The beginning of the seventy weeks prophecy begins in verse twenty-four of Daniel nine.  It can be stated that the “whole” or sum of the prophecy is stated in this verse.
  It also contains within it the six specific purposes and the marvelous things that will be accomplished by God during the “seventy weeks.”

THE MEANING OF WEEKS, THY PEOPLE, & THY HOLY CITY

There has been much debate on the meaning of “weeks” in Daniel 9:24.  The word “week” in the Hebrew language does not refer to “a period of seven successive days”, but rather to “a unit of seven.”
  In the specific context of this passage the phrase “seventy weeks” refers to seventy units of seven years, or 490 years.  Daniel had been thinking in terms of years concerning Jeremiah’s prophecy and Israel’s violation of failing to observe the sabbatical year every six years.  This resulted in a year of captivity for every “seven-year cycle in which the seventh or Sabbath year had not been observed.”
  It will also be seen that when Daniel wanted the term “weeks” to refer to days he specified it in the original language with the Hebrew word for day.  In verse two of chapter ten he states that he was mourning “three full weeks.”  In the Hebrew test Daniel inserts the word for day after the word for weeks.  It is obvious from the context that this can only refer to three actual weeks comprised of seven days each because no one would conclude that Daniel was fasting and mourning for twenty-one years.
  The term “week” must refer seven years because it fits nicely with the chronological time frame of the prophecy.  There is no possible way that the events of Daniel 9:24-27 could possibly be fulfilled in 490 days or weeks.  It makes the most sense to the word “week” as referring “to a unit of seven years” because “to make it anything else does not make good sense.”
 

It is also important to note that “thy people” and “thy holy city” in verse 24 refer to the Jews and Jerusalem.  The context demands it.  Daniel had been praying for his people, the Jews.  He had been confessing their sins and inquiring into the end of Jeremiah’s prophecy.  This prophecy must be taken literally and not figuratively.  This prophecy pertains to the nation of Israel and their holy city Jerusalem.  The Church must not be read into the prophecy, although there are implications for the church, as will be seen later.  
THE SIX-FOLD PURPOSE OF THE PROPHECY

Gabriel proceeds to give Daniel the purpose of the prophecy in six statements.  The fulfillment of these six items will not be realized until the end of the seventy weeks.
  The purpose for the prophecy is first, “to finish the transgression.”  This means that Israel’s transgressions and disobedience will come to an end.  The second purpose is “to make an end of sins.”  In the end Israel will ultimately be saved (Jer. 31:31-34; Rom. 11:26).  The third statement is “to make reconciliation for iniquity.”  Christ’s death on the cross brings reconciliation to all those who trust in Him for salvation, even for the Jews.  A fourth purpose is “to bring in everlasting righteousness.”  Only at the second coming of Christ “will ‘everlasting righteousness’ be made possible.
  The fifth purpose is “to seal up the vision and prophecy.”  When Christ’s comes again to set up His Millennial Kingdom there will be no more need for prophetic revelation.
  The sixth and final purpose is “to anoint the most Holy.”  This is most likely a reference to the Millennial Temple described in Ezekiel 40-48.  One final remark concerning the six-fold purpose of this prophecy, it must be kept in mind that these purposes concern the nation of Israel.  The sacrificial death of Christ on the cross has made all this possible, but each purpose will not be fully realized until “He returns and Israel repents.”

VERSE 25 – THE FIRST 69 WEEKS

Now that Daniel has been given the purpose of this prophecy, Gabriel proceeds to tell him in verse 25 further instruction concerning the time frame.  Once again, it is imperative to remember to approach this prophecy in a literal manner.

THE BEGINNING OF THE 70 WEEKS
 Gabriel states the beginning of the prophecy is “from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem.”  There were multiple decrees concerning the captive Jews that were given by various kings.  The book of Ezra gives decrees that were issued by Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes (Ezra 1:1, 2; 4:1-5, 11-24; 6:1-5, 14, 15; 7:11, 20, 27).  However, upon careful study of these passages one will note that these decrees are all in reference to the Temple, but no commandment was given to rebuild the city.
  These cannot be the commandment Gabriel is referring to because he tells Daniel that the commandment will specifically be to “restore and to build Jerusalem.”  


The only other command given is that to Nehemiah by Artaxerxes (Neh. 2:1-8).  In this passage of Scripture Nehemiah was given permission to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.  This passage also gives the specific date of this decree, “in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king.”  It is a fact of history that Artaxerxes’ accession was in 465 B.C.
  This would make the twentieth year of his reign to be 445 B.C.  The month was Nisan and since no specific date was given it can be inferred that it was the first of the month.  On the Julian calendar this would make the beginning date of the prophecy March 14, 445 B.C.
 
THE END OF THE FIRST 69 WEEKS

First, it must be understood that this prophecy is based upon the Jewish prophetic year, which consists of 360 days.  Second, in order to determine the end of the sixty-nine weeks, one must first convert the years into days.  The equation for this would be as follows: sixty-nine weeks times seven years times 360 days in a year equals 173, 880 days.  If one began at March 14, 445 B.C., and added 173, 880 days, the end date would come to April 6, 32 A.D.
  This is the day that Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a “colt” to show Himself as the Messiah of the nation of Israel (Luke 19:28-44).  This was a fulfillment of other prophecy (Zech. 9:9), and the Lord knew perfectly well “the crucial nature of His action on that day.”
  It was the great day that He presented Himself as the Messiah to the nation of Israel, and they rejected Him.  That is why He wept over the city and declared to her, “If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes” (Luke 19:42).  Therefore, it can be seen that the first sixty-nine weeks were fulfilled exactly to the day.  
VERSE 26 – THE GAP OF TIME BETWEEN THE 69TH & 70TH WEEK

One would expect Gabriel to continue right into the events concerning the seventieth week.  Instead, he gives the description of some events that will take place “after” the sixty-ninth week and before the seventieth.  This would imply that the weeks are not continuous and there must be a gap of time between the two last weeks.  There are some key events that take place immediately after the sixty-ninth week.
MESSIAH WILL BE “CUT OFF”

The first event to take place is the cutting off of the Messiah.  It has already been stated that this will occur “after” the first sixty-nine weeks.  This can no doubt refer to the death of Jesus just less than a week after His presentation of Himself to the Jews as their long awaited Messiah.  They did not want what He had to offer so they gave Him over to the hands of the Romans to be crucified (Matt. 27; Mark 15; Luke 23; John 19).  However, He was not “cut off” for Himself, but for others.  Walvoord remarks, “Nothing that rightly belonged to Him as Messiah the Prince was given to Him at that time.  He had not come into His full reward nor the exercise of His regal authority.  He was the sacrificial Lamb of God sent to take away the sins of the world.”

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE AND JERUSALEM

The second event to take place was the destruction of the Temple and the holy city Jerusalem.  This was the judgment brought upon the nation in light of rejecting Him as their Messiah (Matt. 24:2; Luke 19:43, 44).
  The people of another prince would come and “destroy the city and the sanctuary” (v. 26).  It is a fact of history that in 70 A.D. that Jerusalem and the Temple were utterly destroyed by the Roman General Titus.  This was one of the most frightful and horrendous acts of violence to take place to the city, but it was Israel’s judgment for rejecting Jesus as their Messiah.  The end of the destruction of the city and sanctuary would be swift.  Ray points out that the phrase “and the end thereof shall be with a flood” (v. 26) describes “the degree of ruination meted out, not to the method.  The Roman army quickly and thoroughly leveled Jerusalem.”
  Although the city was destroyed in 70 A.D., there will be troublous times that will haunt it until Christ’s second coming, as described in the last portion of verse 26.

VERSE 27 – THE 70TH WEEK

At this point it is important to remember that all of the events of this prophecy up to this point have been fulfilled.  The decree has been given to rebuild Jerusalem, it has been rebuilt, the Messiah has come and been rejected, He has been “cut off”, and the holy city of Jerusalem has been destroyed.  All of these events have taken place before the seventieth week.  Some occurred in the first sixty-nine, and some after the sixty-ninth week.  Nothing has been mentioned by Gabriel about the seventieth week, until now.

THE BEGINNING OF THE 70TH WEEK

Daniel is informed in verse 27 that the beginning of the seventieth week will commence with the confirmation of a covenant for “one week.”  The one to make the covenant with the nation of Israel is none other than the antichrist.  He is the “little horn” in chapters seven and eight of Daniel.  He is the one who will be given great power for a “time and times and the dividing of time (Daniel 7:25).  He will make a covenant with Israel for seven years to protect them and be their ally.  The ratification of this covenant marks the beginning of the seventieth week.  Up to this time in history, no such covenant has been made with the nation of Israel.  Therefore, this signifies that the seventieth week is still a future event.

EVENTS OF THE 70TH WEEK
As already mentioned the confirmation of the antichrist’s covenant with Israel marks the beginning of the seventieth week.  However, after only three and a half years he will break the covenant and no longer allow the Jews “to carry out their Temple rituals.”
  He will then set himself up in the Temple “shewing himself that he is God” (II Thess. 2:4).  He will have great power and authority to the point that he will be worshipped (Rev. 13:4).  This will take him to the point of persecuting all those who do not worship him (Rev. 13:7).  Even though he will be given great power and authority, God assures His people that it will not last long.  The antichrist will be judged and cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 19:19, 20).
It has already been stated that these events have not taken place.  It is a fact of history.  In the twenty-sixth verse of Daniel nine the Temple is destroyed, and in verse twenty-seven it is implied that the rituals of the Temple are functioning again.  Since the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D. it has not been rebuilt again, no covenant has been confirmed with Israel, nor have the atrocities that occur in the seventieth week been seen up to this point in time.  This all signifies that there was a gap of time between the sixty-ninth and seventieth week, and the seventieth week is a future event for the nation of Israel.  
CONCLUSION
It has been seen that the prophecy of Daniel 9:24-27 is one of the most detailed and wonderful prophecies concerning the nation of Israel.  At the beginning of Daniel chapter nine, Daniel understands Jeremiah’s prophecy concerning the duration of Israel’s captivity.  This moves him to pray to God and confess the sins of his nation.  He also prays for the near restoration of the Jews as the seventy years captivity is drawing to an end.  In the middle of his prayer the angel Gabriel appears to him with an answer to his prayer.  However, it was not the answer that Daniel probably expected.  Instead of giving Daniel an answer about Israel’s immediate future, Gabriel proceeds to give Daniel instruction concerning God’s ultimate plan for the nation, as laid out in verses 24-27.  
The first verse of the prophecy (v. 24) is an overview of the other three verses.  This prophecy will last for seventy weeks.  It was established that the term week refers to a unit of seven years.  Therefore, the total time of the prophecy is seventy units of seven years.  In this verse Gabriel also gives to Daniel the six-fold purpose of the prophecy: 1) “to finish the transgression;” 2) “to make an end of sins;” 3) “to make reconciliation for iniquity;” 4) “to bring in everlasting righteousness;” 5) “to seal up the vision and prophecy;” and 5) “to anoint the most Holy.”

Verse 25 becomes more specific and sets forth what will occur in the first sixty-nine weeks.  First, the beginning of the prophecy will commence with the decree to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.  This was the decree of Artaxerxes to Nehemiah in 445 B.C.  During these troublous times the streets and walls of the city would be rebuilt.  Second, the first sixty-nine 

weeks would terminate 173, 880 days from the time of the decree of Artaxerxes.  When the days are counted correctly this is found to be April 6, 32 A.D., the triumphal entry of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem.
However, verse 26 shows that Messiah would be “cut off” and the city of Jerusalem and the sanctuary would be destroyed.  The Jews rejected Jesus as their Messiah and delivered Him to the Romans to be crucified.  In light of Jewish rejection Jesus pronounced judgment upon the nation, and in 70 A.D. this judgment was fulfilled when Titus destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple.  This verse also demonstrates that these events will take place “after” the first sixty-nine weeks, but before the seventieth week.  This means that there must be a gap of time between the last two weeks.  This would be known as the Church Age.  During this time Israel as a nation has been set aside.  However, God will work through His chosen people again.    
Verse 27 solidifies this point further because it states that the seventieth week will begin with the confirmation of a covenant between antichrist (“he” in the text) and Israel.  Since this prophecy concerns the nation of Israel, the church must be out of the picture.  Before this covenant is ratified and the seventieth week commences, the Church will be raptured.  This covenant will give protection to the nation of Israel.  However, after three and a half short years antichrist will break his covenant and stop the Temple rituals when he desecrates it by setting himself up as God in the Temple.  He will have great power and authority.  Many will worship him and those who do not will be persecuted.  Although this will be a time of great tribulation, God has assured His people that it will not last for long.  Christ will come again and defeat the antichrist and his armies, and cast them into the lake of fire for ever.  He will then establish His Millennial Kingdom with all power and authority, and Israel will know and realize that Jesus is truly their long-awaited and much anticipated Messiah.   At this time they will realize all of the blessings set forth in verse 24 of this chapter.  It will be at this time they will realize the faithfulness of God.  No matter how much time has elapsed, no matter how unfaithful they were, no matter how much other nations sought to destroy them, God has always been faithful, and He will perform the promises of His covenant that He has made with Israel as a nation.  
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