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Christology

The Doctrine of Christ

I. Proofs of Humanity


A. Human birth


B. Normal human development


C. Had elements of human nature: body, mind, emotions, will


D. Human names: Jesus, Son of David


E. Sinless infirmities of human nature: tired, hungry, thirsty


F. Called a man: called himself a man, John the Baptist did also

II. Deity of Christ proofs


A. Had perfections of God


B. He assumed prerogatives of God: forgave sins, etc.


C. Things said of Jehovah in OT are said of Christ in NT: John 12 -- speaks of vision Isaiah saw in chapter six is said to be Christ


D. Names of Deity: I AM, Son of God


E. Accepted worship


F. Conscious of being God and represented Himself as being such

III. Historical views of Christ's person

IV. An exposition of John 1:1-18 -- vs 1 "In the beginning was the Word and the Word was God."


A. Purpose



to demonstrate that Christ is the ultimate revealer of the Father


B. Meaning of "word"



1. logos -- roots back to OT

God often refered to himself as "memra" put emphasis on what the revelation said about God, not the revelation itself so much



2. is indicating that Jesus is the incarnate speach of God



3. is indicating that Jesus is the ultimate revelation of God



4. claims to tell us every thing that God is like


C. Qualifications



1. Eternal




"in the beginning was the word"




denied by cults because if not eternal then he is not God

Arius -- 3rd and 4th Centuries: did not deny the pre-existence of Christ, but still denied the eternality of Christ: he was at one point created, but that point was before the Creation




** Council of Nicea (325)

1. Arius -- Christ is not fully God: may be a great man, a divine being, but not fully God






heteroousios-- different essence





2. Athanasius -- Christ is fully God






homoousios -- same substance





3. Eusebius -- Christ is like God






homoiousios -- of like substance




a. In the beginning -- refers to the absolute beginning




b. Was -- imperfect tense: indicating continual existence in the past was 

one of being  God -- did not come into existence, but was continually existent



2. "with" God -- with signifies the word as a distinct person from the Father, also 

relays an intimate communion with the Father




A.T. Robertson -- "the Word was face to face with the Father"




was not eternally in his own little corner -- He was with the Father



3. "was God" -- if he is God too, then He knows what God is like

+brief rebuttal of Jehovah's Witnesses concerning the anarthrous construction of John 1:1

some say the lack of an article in John 1:1 means that the correct translation should say that the word was "a God" 




1. Charles T. Russel





born 1852 in Pittsburg in a religious home





disturbed by doctrine of deity of Christ





did not know Greek and Hebrew




2. New World Translation of Bible

-Published in 1950 -- translators have never been named, no credentials given





-lack of competency is obvious throughout





says that the translation "a God" is consistent with the rest of 

the teachings of the Bible




3. The function of the article in the NT

"the greatest gift bequethed by the Greeks to the New World" -- one of 7 words in Gk NT is an article




4. The utter inconsistency of their translation -- in their own Bible





God has article -- should be capital "g" because is God





god does not have article -- lower case "g" because not God





vs 12,13, 28  etc -- they capitalize God and there is no article





God -- 282 times without article: only 16 times translated with a 

small "g" = consistent only 6% of the time

5. Why is article omitted? -- when an article is omitted it indicates quality: has essence, qualities and is God




V. Exposition of Phil. 2:6-11


takes us through every phase of Christ's existence in the economic trinity


A. Vs 6 -- the preincarnate state of Christ



1. Was in the form of God

-- refers to what is essential or intrinsic to a thing: He possessed deity -- the same nature as God



2. Was being in the form of God 




-- the form of God was his continued permenate existence



3. Thougth it not robbery to be in the form of God




-- robbery: to seize, grab or take




-- chose voluntarily to part with the prerogatives and rights of deity


B. The incarnate state -- vs 7



+nine observations about the incarnation (Not from vs 7)



1. Incarnation and virgin birth are inseparably connected



2. Not talking about a dual parenthood of Jesus -- Joseph was NOT His father



3. Does not involve transubstantiation -- his deity was not changed into humanity



4. NOT a theophany



5. DID NOT cause Mary to become the Mother of God -- mothered his humanity 

not His deity



6. H.S. Did not become God's father



7. Does not involve the imaculate conception of Mary -- Mary was not born free 

from sin: called Jesus "my savior"



8.  Christ received a normal human nature which developed just like any one 

else



9. Christ became a theanthropic person -- one person with a human nature and 

a divine nature, which did not merge leaving us with a divine man or a human God
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--Christ literally emptied Himself of something, the great knosis passage: the question then becomes - what did He empty himself of?



- emptied Himself of self.  He emptied himself of all the prerogatives of God.  

Found in the context of the passage which is dealling with the Philippians being more conscious of others than themselves

-- Christ did not exchange his deity for the form of a servant, rather that He took on and added the form of a servant to his deity

hypostatic union -- perfect humanity and perfect deity added together in one person without mixing them


C. The Humiliation -- vs 8



1. "being found in fashion as a man" -- indicates how people viewed him




"appearance" -- outward appearance



2. Came as a poor man -- was not born to well to do parents



3. Became obedient unto death -- indicates the lengths to which He would go to 

be humiliated for our salvation

He is no better for regaining us, but was willing to go to this extent for us



4. "even the death of the cross" -- the most humiliating of deaths


D. His Exaltation -- vs 9-11

VI. The Death of Christ


A. False views


The Doctrine of the Atonement

+Interpretations of the Atonement


1. Classic / Ransom theory



a. Dominant view of church for 1000 yrs



b. Christ's death was victory / ransom over devil



c. Was a ransom paid to the devil for the release of the souls of man



d. Christ did battle with the devil and won the souls of man



e. Origin, Iraneous, 


2. Satisfaction/ Juridicial Theory



a. Anselm



b. Also known as Latin view, full developement during Middle Ages



c. Key issue in atonement is satisfying God's wounded honor


3. Exemplarism / Moral influence view



a. Peter Abelard, and many liberals



b. Christ's death is meant to have an effect on the sinner's heart



c. There are no obstacles as far as God is concerned, Christ's death will melt the 

stony hearts of proud humanity and will cause them to follow God


4. Governmental/ rectoral view



a. Remonstranants



b. Arminians, Grotius -- Christ's death did not make full payment to God, was a 

token payment



c. the sufferings of Christ on the cross showed God's attitude toward sin, and 

now leaves God free to forgive people


5. Universal reconciliation theory



a. Argued by Karl Barth



b. Christ's death did not in any way satisfy God's wrath, but rather, it reconciled 

the entire world to God -- led to universalism


B. Penal substitution



a. Biblical view



b. Penal indicates that sin is a violation of God's law and demands death



c. Substitution -- Christ did not merely die on our behalf, He died in our place - 

was our subsitute




bore the punishment of all the sin of all men at one time

Definitions


1. Ransom -- deals with the price which was paid


2. Redemption -- denotes release through a payment


3. Propitiation -- denotes the appeasing of the divine wrath through sacrifice


4. Expiation -- denotes the removal of sin


5. Reconciliation -- denotes the change in enmity between God and the sinner


6. Cosmic victory -- Christ's death disarmed hostile powers

7. Moral example -- Christ's cross is an example of Christian conduct [Phil 2; take

 up your cross]

VII. The Ascention -- Acts 1:9-11


A. Marks the end of Christ's earthly ministry


B. Marks the beginning of Christ's Priestly ministry


C. Was necessary for the coming of the H.S.


D. Marked the beginning of the ministry of the Church


E. Marked the  restoration of the fellowship of the Trinity


F. First time a glorified man had ever been in the presence of God


G. Gives us insight into the secong coming


H. Acts passage becomes a strong argument against preterism -- all prophesy was fulfilled in 70 AD, the second coming of Christ came at the destruction of Jerusalem

IX. The present session -- Heb. 7:24-25


-- Christ's priesthood is eternal


A. Mary is interceding for us to Christ -- Maryology [theotokis -- the bearer of God]



1. Mary was born without sin



2. Mary remained sinless and ascended just like Christ did



3. Prays to her son for the mercy on the sinner


B. The doctrine of perpetual offering



1. Christ in his present session continues to offer his blood as an offering, as an 

atonement to the Father



2. Goes against the sufficiency of the cross


C. Christ is pleading with God to view us with favor


D. Christ's intercession is entirely passive



-- His intercession equals his presence [Hebrews says He is active]


E. Lutheran view 



1. Christ's intercession is literal and vocal



2. Quotes several passages where Christ literally prayed for his followers


F. Correct view



1. Intercession -- means to gain and audience with, converse with, to petition, 

appeal



  
-- Christ is active



2. Distiction between propitiation and intercession




-- propitiation = appeasement of divine wrath




-- Christ was propitiated at the cross




-- must not confuse



3. The intercession is real



4. John 17, and when Christ told Peter he prayed for him are similar to what He 

is doing now for us



5. Christ intercession deals with our final salvation




-- spoken of in Heb 7: a reference to our glorification



6. His intercession also includes a daily provision of help [Heb 4 -- coming boldly 



to throne of grace to find mercy and help in time of need]



7. The continual application of His cross-work




-- not offering his blood again, rather continually offering to us the 

benefits of His blood

