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*Hullinger considers the argument (the occasion for the letter) to be quite possibly the most important aspect of the text. We need to ask why each verse is there—why not earlier?, why not later?, etc.

Introduction

I. Importance

a.  It is not enough to know that Scripture is profitable, but we also need to know how it is profitable.
b. Negatively
i. The role of the Church – one of the great crisis facing the Church today, is the Church; the doctrine that is most confusing today and where there is the most at stake is ecclesiology. The Church needs to answer the following…
1. What is the role?
a. Is it an organization meant to change the world?

b. Is it to be setting the social agenda for the world?

c. Is it an organization meant to take over Washington (politics)? 

d. What should we be doing when we come together? 

e. Is it a hospital to cure the wounded?

f. Is it a home-base where we plan our next assault on the community?

g. Is it a hub where we come to hang out and talk about things?

h. Is it a place where I can learn how to be successful?

i. Is it a place where I can come to feel better about myself and life?
2. What methods shall we use to fulfill that role? 
3. The Pastoral Epistles tell us what the role of the Church is.
4. Many of the books out there written on the Church have few, if any, references to the Pastoral Epistles. 
ii. Ministry alternatives 

1. Christianity is growing, but its impact is shrinking at a staggering rate
a. Impact is low not only in the world, but also in the Church 
b. Christians are having more moral problems than non-Christians are; eg. divorce rate is supposedly higher among Christians now
2. There has been a shift from a truth-oriented ministry to a market-oriented ministry; the preoccupation to be relevant has been shifted; an emphasis has been placed on the temporal and not the eternal. 
3. Only two approaches/alternatives:
a. The Church can be focused on people (Will our ministry be focused on giving people what they want?)
i. In this view, the audience is sovereign. They lead and guide the Church. It will fall in line with the latest fads and talk shows. It will ask “What is the Christian alternative for this issue and that issue?”
ii. It might express itself as a community meeting where people gather to discuss issues important to them.
iii. It might express itself as a warm place for the unsaved to gather and feel comfortable.
b. The Church can be God-focused (Our ministry is built around what God wants, not what people want.)
i. We can minister to people’s real needs as God defines them, or we can minister to people’s felt needs as they define them. 
ii. The Church is not meant to tantalize the non-Christian.
iii. The Church is not meant to benefit the unbeliever, but the believer. (Not meaning that evangelization never takes place…but the focus should be on the believers, who then, upon being built up, go out into their places of work and living and evangelize there.)
c. The issue is not whether we are contemporary or traditional! There are a lot of contemporary things that are good and a lot of traditional things that are bad. This is not the issue. The issue is not whether we are relevant or not. The issue is “are we scriptural or un-scriptural?”
d. We cannot simulate real spiritual growth apart from the Word of God and His directives found therein. 
e. We can only either feed the sheep or entertain the goats. 
f. Many of us define worldliness in terms of what goes on our list and what needs taken off. Worldliness is when we think like the world. It is primarily a way of thinking, not necessarily doing or not doing certain things. The Church has been duped at this point. (Get “Modern Reformation” article from Dr. H.—“when we allow issues that are compatible with Christianity…”)
g. Harry Emerson Fosdick – very influential man in the early 20th century of whose fruits we are reaping in the Church today—especially his methodology. During the ‘60s and ‘70s his ideas cultured the World Council of Churches. (Get more info on him)
iii. Confusion over the pastoral role
1. Many times a pastor is viewed as a nice man, given to conversation who sits around a table with his parishioners drinking coffee; a congenial man of sort. Yet, in being such a man, come Sunday morning, there is no true food given to the flock; all his time was spent doing things other than studying and praying primarily. 
2. Further, many men are trying to professionalize the ministry, like a CEO, rather than reading, studying, praying and visiting the sick of his flock. The pastor’s study has become the pastor’s office. He is seen as running a business. 
iv. The ill-repute of the pastor

1. We need to get back into gaining our respect and we will do that as we get back to doing what God has called pastors to do.
c. Positively 
i. Church administration – the Pastoral Epistles will give us direction in…
1. Public worship (which is not an amoral issue by the way)

2. Regulative principle (do we have liberty beyond what the Scripture says, or should we only do what the Scripture says?)

3. What role women should play in the Church

4. Is there an office of deaconess?

5. What is the primary function of an elder?

6. How should a pastor relate to older women, younger women?

7. How should a pastor related to older men, younger men?

8. Most failures in the pastorate are in the area of relational issues. 
ii. Sound doctrine 

1. This is one of the great stresses of the Pastoral Epistles, along with how to deal with wrong doctrine. What is critical and what is not critical—where do we draw the line?
iii. Devoted living

1. We must not have sound doctrine and corrupt practice. Both are important—sound doctrine and sound practice. 
iv. The value of creed
1. We need to re-evaluate this point. In the field of religion, there is a devaluation of any objective statement of doctrine. Within conservative Christian religion, there is a cry: “I don’t need doctrine, I just need Jesus.” Creed to some in the fundamental circle means a man-created statement, so they shutter at it being spoken of. 
v. Closing activities of Paul’s life 

1. 2 Timothy was the last book written by Paul, probably knowing that he was soon to die. Knowing that death was at his doorstep, what does he want to communicate to Timothy? That will be instructive to us as well. 
vi. ¾ of 1st century of Church history 

1. We have a glimpse of what this period in the Church’s history was like. 
vii. Christ’s love for the Church
1. From a human perspective, God has placed His Church in our care, and we will be held accountable as to how we treat this responsibility before Him. 
d. More than a revival, the Church needs a reformation (this is the strong feeling of Dr. H. along with several other men). 


II. The Background 
a. The name “Pastoral Epistles” 

i. All three books stand in very close relationship to one another because, with the exception of Philemon, they were written to a person, and they deal with the Church.
ii. 1703 was the earliest reference to the name Pastoral (addressing only Titus)
iii. In the 1750s, P. Anton referred to all 3 letters under the title Pastoral Epistles 
b. The author
i. This aspect is the most hotly debated, even above his (Paul) other epistles. 
ii. The majority of commentators deny Pauline authorship, but rather say that only his name was used, and that they were written several decades after Paul’s death. Their intentions were to revive Pauline authorship for various reasons and refutations. 
iii. Arguments against Pauline (5 major) (see D. Guthrie’s work for more info) 
1. Early rejection – there were some 2nd cent. Church fathers (eg. Tatian, Marcium) who rejected Paul as the author of these epistles. However, they were Gnostic heretics who would disagree with most, if not all, of the subject matter in the epistles. 
2. Chronological setting – the writing of the Epistles cannot be fit into the chronological framework of the book of Acts; this assumes that the ending of Acts marks the end of Paul’s life. However, this is a faulty assumption and it is not necessary to fit them into Acts. If he would have died, it is very odd that Luke would not have mentioned it. It is much more likely that Paul was released (62 A.D.) and embarked on further missionary activity, when he would have written the epistles (62-67) and then arrested for the last time in 67.
3. Ecclesiastical complexity – the subject matter is too advanced for Paul. 
a. Obj. #1 – bishops and elders were appointed by Paul in Acts (Acts 14, 15, 20)
b. Obj. #2 – Peter’s admonition to the elders in 1 Pet. 5
c. Obj. #3 – proper worship decorum already addressed in 1 Cor. (early 50s) 
4. Doctrinal viewpoint – the assumption is that Paul was addressing full-blown Gnosticism. However, it more accurately appears that he was addressing Jewish issues, and if any Gnostic ideas were addressed, they would have only been the beginnings of Gnostic thought and did not have to be the full-blown life of it.
5. Linguistic peculiarities – in the Epistles there are 175 terms that are only used once, and so, of course, are found only here. However, an author should be given the liberty to change his style and literary choice given the circumstances, times and issues being addressed. 
iv. Arguments supporting Pauline authorship (5 major) 
1. Internal claim – each claim to be written by Paul and is similar to the salutation in Paul’s other letters
2. 1:12-14 – biographical data consistent from other sources  
3. Recipients – Timothy and Titus were both Paul’s spiritual sons (also consistent with Paul’s life)
4. The early Church – Pauline authorship was never seriously challenged in the early Church age; in the modern era, it was not challenged until 1804 (by Schmidt)
5. Personal names – Paul repeatedly refers to his companions and his acquaintances; it would be very odd for a forger to list personal names, because then they would be able to expose them 
c. Date and origin

i. Date
1. Written between 62 and 67 A.D. 
2. When Dr. H. dates a book he revolves it around two dates (and he explains that most scholars do the same because these dates are by and large considered to be solid dates):
a. Destruction of the temple, 70 A.D. 

b. Paul’s death, 67 A.D. 
ii. Origin 
1. can only suggest Macedonia, but cannot be dogmatic (see 1 Tim. 1:3) 
d. Paul’s relationship with Timothy 

i. (Acts 14) Timothy converted as a result of Paul’s 1st missionary journey.
ii. He joined Paul on his 2nd missionary journey, when they passed through where Timothy lived (Acts 16).
iii. On the 2nd journey, Timothy helped Paul in a number of cities (Troas, Philipi, Berea, Thessalonica, Athens, Corinth).
iv. During the 3rd journey, he was with Paul in Ephesus; following Paul’s release from prison in Rome, Paul eventually made it back to Ephesus. When he left, he instructed Timothy to stay in Ephesus and he left Timothy in charge as his representative. 
v. Timothy is not to be viewed as a pastor, but rather a go-between. Timothy later wrote Paul concerning some difficulties and with a desire to leave. Paul wrote back with 1 Timothy.  His primary role was to represent the apostle. 
vi. Background on the city of Ephesus: 

1. Known as a great commercial center because it was located on one of the most prosperous seaports in the 1st cent.; constantly had a silt problem coming from the mountains and major construction was constant.
2. It was also prominent because of the major roads that came into it. The major roads from Galatia and Mesopotamia came into Ephesus. 
3. It was regarded as the highway to Rome. 
4. Politically, it was a “free city” – granted it by the Roman empire due to peculiar loyalty to it. They essentially became self-governing, having their own board of officials governing the affairs of the city. Occasionally, Rome would send a higher official to govern/administer difficult issues. 
5. It had a major stadium. Drew annually people from all over the Roman empire. 
6. It had a theater that seated about 25,000 people. 
7. Religiously, it was the center of a fertility cult to the goddess Artemus (Greek name), or the Roman name, Diana (Acts 19). 
8. The temple for Diana was considered to be one of the 7 wonders of the ancient world. It was 425’ long, 220’ wide and had 120 columns, each of which was 60’ tall.  The center housed the figure of Diana, but was a short, black statue (not impressive at all). It housed thousands of priests and priestesses, many of whom were prostitutes. It was also a safe-house for criminals. 
9. The inhabitants of the city were said to be “fit only to be drowned.” 
10. It was a major place of superstition. It was famous for its amulets (magical charms that could cure sickness). 
11. In the midst of all this wickedness, God planted a candlestick—the church at Ephesus and this is the place where he left Timothy in charge. 
12. As many as eight N.T. epistles were written to Ephesus (John, Ephesians, 3 Johannine Epistles, 1 + 2 Timothy, and the letter recorded in Revelation 2) 
e. Occasion (determining this will help us tremendously in our interpretation) 
i. Ways to determine:
1. first: look at the content of the book 

2. second: have a knowledge of Church history 
ii. Two reasons

1. To encourage him…he desperately needed encouragement 

2. To remind Timothy of the apostolic authorization that he had…the question of Timothy’s authority was going to be very large 
f. Purpose (of 1 Timothy)
i. Purpose will always grow out of occasion. 
ii. Suggestion: come up with a purpose statement for every book you are studying. 
iii. Dr. H’s statement:

1. “Paul instructs Timothy regarding life in the local church and his responsibilities in it so that the church would remain orderly in practice and pure in doctrine as it proclaimed the Word of God to the world in the face of false doctrine.”
iv. The first ½ of Dr. H’s statements reflect the content of the book—it answers the question, “What: What is in 1Timothy?” (most outlines stop here); the second ½ includes a “So that…”, answering the question of “Why?” 
g. False teachers 
i. Even though Paul tells us of the issues, he does not tell us the group he is addressing. 
ii. Rather than looking for a group, it is more helpful and relevant to look at the characteristics of the issues; this also enables the issues to transcend time and apply to today. 
iii. Eight characteristics:
1. An interest in myths and genealogies. 

2. A concern for the law (Mosaic). 

3. An interest/tendency toward argumentation and speculation. 

4. They were deceptive.

5. There was immorality among them. 

6. Had a desire for wealth. 
7. Had ascetic tendencies. 

8. Taught that the resurrection had already occurred. 
EXPOSITION OF  1 TIMOTHY

I. Salutation: Paul begins this letter to Timothy with his identification as an apostle and a warm greeting in order to set the tone for the rest of the letter (1:1-2) 
A. The author’s identifies himself—1 
i. Paul 

1. Typically at birth, a person would have 3 different names: a personal, clan and family name…in addition, Paul had a Jewish name—Saul (He belonged to the tribe of Benjamin). Saul’s Roman or Latin name was Paulus. Given the culture and world he was living in towards the end of his life, he chose the very appropriate name. 
2. He was a citizen of Tarsus. It was a Greek city (claim to fame: had a university). We deduce that Paul came from a well-to-do family and probably came from this university as well, because of his knowledge of the poets of the time. 
3. He was a Pharisee. A group that had arisen out of a noble cause—to get away from worldliness and back to the law. They went too far, however, and began adding their own traditions and laws, etc. They became the strictest of the Jewish sects (small, never more than 5,000 or so). They were noted most exclusively for their zeal. 
ii. An apostle 

1. This term is used in different ways.
a. Sometimes very generally, to refer to someone who was sent to do something.
b. Sometimes used to described someone assigned a job. 
c. Also a maritime word, referring to a fleet of ships. 
d. Normally, when we see this word in the N.T., it will have an official sense to it—the office of apostle.  This is of course how Paul means it here.
e. Def’n: One who is chosen and sent forth by Christ baring His authority. 
f. This office is not around today because there were at least 5 characteristics or requirements which cannot be met today (Dr. H. goes so far to say that none of them can be met.)
iii. Of Jesus Christ
1. This genitive phrase indicates whose apostle Paul is—Paul belongs to Christ, Paul was commissioned, sent by Him with divine authority. 
2. “Jesus”
a. refers to the human name of the 2nd person of the trinity and draws our attention to his humanity; it speaks of his ability as a perfect man to keep God’s law; the perfect man who will reign over God’s creation.  
b. the English word “Jesus” comes from a Latin word which comes from the Greek transliteration of the Heb. word Joshua which means “Jehovah is salvation” (phew!)
c. The prime attack today is not coming against His deity, but against His humanity (“The Jesus Seminar: The Search for the Historical Jesus”). 
d. A brief word about the Jesus Seminar

i. Began in the late 1700s and picked up in March of 1985. 
ii. The two key players:  Funk and Crossan. They have met twice a year since 1985 working on the same project with 200 others. It has its roots in the Enlightenment (18th century covered). One of the things stressed in the Enlightenment was a denial of the miraculous. 
iii. 82%, they say, of what is recorded in the Gospels as what Jesus said, is not what He really said. However, many scholars agree that the methodology of the Jesus Seminar stinks. They are trying to recreate a whole new human being who is known as Jesus. They try to make a distinction between a “Jesus of history” and a “Christ of faith”. In reality, the “Jesus of history” IS the “Christ of faith.” 
iv. We live in a culture where we just cannot talk about Jesus anymore—people have too many warped views of which Jesus they mean (eg. the Jesus of Mother Teresa, the Jesus of Jim Baker, the Jesus of C.S. Lewis, the Jesus of “The Passion”, the Jesus of The Divinci Code). We must press on people the correct Jesus—the Biblical Jesus. We’ve got be CLEAR that we present the REAL Jesus—the Jesus Christ of the Bible. People today are coming to you with baggage as to who “Jesus” is. We must understand this and deal appropriately with it. 
3. “Christ”
a. refers to His official work as the Messiah; He is God’s anointed one who is qualified and approved by the Father to carry out the plan of redemption. 
4. By the commandment of God 

a. this is the reason for Paul’s apostleship 
b. “commandment” – an order or an injunction 
c. Simpson, “by the order of” 
d. Lock, suggests “a royal command that must be obeyed” 
e. Why stated so strongly? Why so much emphasis on his apostleship, especially since he is writing to a faithful companion? 
i. This question leads many to discredit Pauline authorship.
ii. Several reasons of importance:
1. Pauline authorship is attacked.
2. When we answer the question we will then determine the full purpose of the salutation (and this becomes extremely critical—there are certain issues of form that are not amoral, and this authority plays in) 
3. It lays down the foundation for our whole doctrine of ecclesiology.
iii. Answer (3):
1. He is demonstrating that he was directly appointed by Jesus Christ (the basis of the apostolic authority—this is what makes the apostles infallible when he was working from his office). (Raises a question: How do you know when an apostle was working in from his office?)
2. The particular word “commandment” would serve as an example to Timothy to carry out the commands and orders given to him by the Apostle Paul. 
3. The benefit of the congregation: this letter would have been read orally by the church; they would see that the things Timothy was trying to carry out were from Paul, and had his authority—so they would be bucking Paul (not Timothy) and ultimately Jesus Christ. 
f. The things we think and do in the church must be based upon apostolic authority—this is our authority. It does not matter if we are relevant or traditional, but whether we are based on apostolic authority. 
5. …our Savior and Lord 
a. “Savior” 
i. occurs only in the Pastoral Epistles (Paul’s writings) 
ii. this indicates that though Jesus Christ does the work, nonetheless God the Father is the originator of the plan and the initiator of salvation 
iii. the terms “savior” and “salvation” are used in a much broader way at times than we are used to understanding them 
iv. Paul is going back all the way to Genesis, where Adam and Eve were put over creation to rule over the physical creation, they were “kings” so to speak, perfect health, mentally sharp and clear…yet not so long after, the crown fell due to sin…and everything they had was lost. Salvation is not just God saving us from our sins (I do not minimize it), but it is also God restoring all that was lost
b. “which is our hope” 

i. Timothy must be convinced that Jesus Christ is his only hope, and the only One that can bring him success
B. The author identifies the recipient—2a

i. Timothy

1. Background 

a. Had a strong religious background (Acts 16:1-3; 2 Tim. 1:5-6; 3) 
b. Was a faithful assistant of Paul during his journeys (Philip. 2:19-23)
c. Appears to have had a cautious personality which was marked by being timid (2 Tim. 1:7-8).
d. Was relatively young when he received this letter (4:12, 2 Tim. 2:22) – places him probably in his mid-30s.
e. Had some type of physical infirmity—poss. gastric difficulties (1 Tim. 5) 
f. Lance Pierson, “In the Steps of Timothy”—an impressive work on Timothy.
ii. My own son in the faith 

1. “son”
a. Timothy is his son in the realm of faith (spiritual relationship)
b. 3 possible ways to understand
i. *Spiritual father view – Timothy is one of his converts 
1. Even though Timothy did come from a religious home, he did come from an area evangelized by Paul (Acts 14, 16). 
2. In 1 Cor. 4:15, Paul uses the same terminology and defines it as people who have been regenerated through the message that Paul had preached.
ii. Spiritual nurturing view – he adopted Timothy in a spiritual sense and discipled and trained him. 
iii. Common faith view – they simply shared in the faith, and Paul being older was calling himself a father and Timothy a son.
2. “own” 
a. Occurs only 4x in the N.T.  (here; Titus 1:4; 2 Cor. 8:8; Phil. 4:3)
b. Refers to a legitimate child, conceived in wedlock 
c. The Jews, with Timothy being Greek, would view his spiritual birth as illegitimate, yet his conversion was in fact legitimate, contrary to Jewish belief, and Paul backed it up. 
3. “faith”

a. Appears 33x times in the PE, 19 of which are in 1 Timothy. Upon examination of each passage, a trend is discovered: when “faith” does not have the article, it normally will have the subjective idea (eg. 1 Tim 1:4,5, 14; 2:7, 15; 3:13). When used with the article, it is normally meant objectively, to mean the Christian faith. 
b. Two possibilities
i. To begin, answer…Is it being used in a subjective sense or objective sense (the word “faith” is being used both ways in the PE)
ii. If subjective, then refers to Timothy’s faith that was placed in Jesus Christ.
iii. If objective, then referring to the Christian faith as a body of truth. 
iv. In 1:2, “faith” lacks the article and so we infer that Paul is referring to Timothy’s faith in Jesus Christ (subjective). 
C. The author presents the greeting—2b

i. Two errors we need to avoid when looking at the greetings of the N.T.

1. Treating the greetings as common place. 
2. Looking at the greeting as salvific in nature—many times when we see the words “grace” and “mercy” we assume it is referring to salvation; when we do that, we miss the wider scope of meaning of these things in the Christian life. Don’t jump to this conclusion! Grace is not always referring to salvation. We learn that these terms can be used in two different ways:
a. Grace

i. refers to saving grace (salvation has its basis in grace—there is nothing we contribute or do)
ii. *refers to the enablement which God gives to His people (Heb. 4, “come to the throne of grace, that you may find grace”)—this is what is meant by Paul here
b. Mercy 

i. refers to God relieving the misery of the unsaved by saving them
ii. refers to God relieving the misery of His people (Heb. 4, “but also to find mercy”)
c. Peace
i. in the N.T. it is roughly the Heb. equivalent of “shalom” 
ii. refers to prosperity, well-being and stability 
iii. also used to denote peace with God, which becomes ours when we are justified, “the war has ceased”
iv. *used to denote the peace of God, subjectively, given to God’s people to comfort them and tranquil them in difficult circumstances.
v. How do we obtain this kind of peace? 

1. Dr. H. sought out to examine several books and works and of course the Scripture and found a recurring truth…
2. Ps. 37 – the antidote to fretting here is to trust in the Lord
3. Ps. 46 – we are told to be still by knowing the “I am God”
4. Isa. – “thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee”
5. Matt 6.
6. Phil. 4 – avoid needless care by praying; by worshipping and adoring him; 
7. Answer: Inward peace comes when we understand who God is—we must be fixed upon this 
vi. In the O.T., God is never called the Father of an individual, but always of the nation of Israel. In the N.T., He is??? God is transcendent but imminent. 
II. Mission: Paul instructs Timothy concerning sound doctrine in order to remind him of the danger of false teaching and his responsibility to correct it—1:3-20 (one key word for this section: mission) 

● False doctrine is always a danger. We are, in reality, only one generation away from losing sound (true) doctrine. Sometimes we are content to have a nice little doctrinal statement in our church foyer. But we do not go deep enough. We stop there. We don’t truly understand the deductions of those doctrines, or how they are arrived at. We believe them, but we don’t know why we believe them. So when false doctrines come in, they don’t know it because they don’t understand the framework upon which the doctrines are built. Doctrine is systemic—it builds upon itself. So we must understand the foundations and work them thoroughly upwards. 

● We live in a postmodern and eclectic world—there is no such thing as objective truth. What is true for me is not true for you. Example: baseball umpires not heeding to the strike zone but calling their own calls. 

B. The warning concerning false teachers—1:3-11
i. False teachers and what Timothy was to do—1:3-7
1. Stay in Ephesus and command them—3a
a. “besought” – an urgent charge 
b. “abide” – to remain still 
c. “charge” – to command, to give orders; the sense is “forbid”; authoritatively forbid this false teaching 
d. object of the forbidding: “some” (v.3) 
i. more than on person in mind b/c of the indefinite pronoun
ii. Churches typically had multiple elders, not until the mid-2nd century were churches appearing with only one elder. We see Timothy as being left alone here. 
iii. these were most likely Ephesian elders
1. called “teachers” – position of authority which was linked to office of elder 

2. there is an emphasis on the office of elder that appears throughout the letter 
iv. In essence, Timothy is being commanded to forbid a number of Ephesian elders; to correct them, who were leading the church—what a task!!
2. characteristics of their teaching—3b-4
a. other doctrine: “teach no other doctrine” 
i. technically, one word appearing twice (1:3, 6:3) 
ii. not found outside of 1 Tim. during any other literature during Paul’s day 
iii. refers to different doctrine or another doctrine 
3. Four implications

a. This implies that there was a recognized norm (or standard of truth) in the early Church. You can’t teach something different unless you deviate from something already known. 
i. Sometimes the recognized body of truth (standard body of truth) is stated 5 different ways: 
1. “the faith”  (1:19; 4:1; 2 Tim. 3:8; Titus 3:15)

2. “the truth” (2:4; 3:15)

3. “sound doctrine” (1:10)
4. “the teaching” (6:1) 

5. “the good deposit” (6:20) 
ii. This was the objective standard from which these false teachers were deviating. 
b. A deviation from what was recognized is false doctrine. A deviation could be regarded as progressive, enlightening, insightful, etc…but Paul lays it down clearly that ANY deviation from the standard is false doctrine.
c. It is not a small matter to misinterpret a passage of Scripture. If we do, we are deviating from sound doctrine. Much modern preaching is far too fast and loose with the meaning of the text as if we have the liberty to invest a meaning upon a passage that was never intended. This is teaching other doctrine.
d. “Other doctrine” can include emphasis as well as error. (need elaborated on)
4. “fables and endless genealogies”
a. Five observations
i. Were these false teachers Gnostics or Jewish? Many of the church fathers took the position that the false teachers were Gnostics. See Kelly’s commentary pg.44 where he refutes with four heavy points that these teachers were not Gnostics. 
1. One strong support: the parallel passage in Titus 1:14 
ii. The words themselves. Some take these to be two separate errors. Dr. H and Locke take them to be one idea. The term fable is defined by endless genealogies. So we have one abhorrent problem and not two. 
1. “fable” – refers to a myth or a legend 
2. “genealogies” – refers to the genealogies in Genesis
3. We are dealing with legendary stories about people that were not Biblically accurate (see E.F. Scott’s commentary, p.8). Essentially, mythical history. 
4. two major Jewish documents guilty of this:
a. the book of Jubilees (1st ½ of 2nd century) : divides history into jubilees (49 yr. increments)
b. the Biblical antiquities of Philo (around 70 A.D.): a history from Adam to Saul, and is spiced up with many additions; especially concerning Enoch. 
iii. “endless”
1. highlights the uselessness of this; mere speculation like this is endless and is therefore useless. There is no goal to it.  And this is validated by the following point…
iv. The consequence of such activity – “minister questions” 
1. this term found only here in the N.T.

2. has the idea of controversy or a kind of speculation that caused people to ask questions to which there are no real answers 
v. These teachers were not teaching heresy. They were not promoting (at this point in the letter) a Christological letter (like in 1 John) or a soteriological error (like in Galatians)…they were emphasizing what was not being emphasized and were not using proper interpretation, “unbridled hermeneutics”. The issue was a wrong method of coming to the Scriptures (see Stott, Lilly, Spick). They needed to be silenced.

5. Are we guilty? (5)
a. DISCLAIMER: There is nobody that has ever lived that has exposited the Scripture perfectly, we will all make mistakes. This passage should not lead us to paranoia. This passage is stressing method…is our concern to say what the Bible says and only what the Bible says. And if we are speculating, we must be clear to our people that it is just that, speculation. There is room to make inferences, but we must be sure we make that clear. We must have objective data to back up what we are saying.  
b. A preoccupation with typology.
i. A type is a divinely ordained illustration of something in the future. It can be a person, thing, or an event. A type prefigures something to come in the future.
ii. 2 Examples 
1. (eg. Num. 21 – the brazen serpent; in John 3 Christ refers to this passage in Num.. How do we know that Num. 21 is a type? Because Jesus identifies it as such.) 

2. (eg. Melchezidek in the O.T. and Heb. 7)
iii. But, we begin to look too hard for types. We take liberty that is not ours to find (or create?) types. For example, the most widely abused thing is the Tabernacle. People say items as peculiar as the hooks used are types of something. But Scripture never makes that statement anywhere. If it did, then that would be a different story. We must interpret Scripture with Scripture. 
c. Through numerology. 
i. The belief that numbers in the Bible have spiritual significance. There may be some justification, for instance, if a number is used consistently in the same way. But we must certain of it before preaching and teaching it as such. 
d. The Bible code. 
i. The belief that there are hidden messages in the Hebrew text of the O.T. which make prophecies of the things to come. 

ii. BibSac #626, Paul Tanner

iii. JETS #434, Richard Taylor 
e. We look for layers of meaning in the text.
i. Largely the allegorical approach—we are looking for a deeper spiritual meaning. When one can find a deeper meaning, this makes them look more spiritual because they have some insight that the novices could not or cannot see. Many “insights” of today are simply allegory.
f. The failure to emphasize the point of the passage, A.K.A. textual preaching
i. We use the passage as a springboard for what we want to say, and we use the passage to make our message seem biblical. We may do all the word, language and grammar studies, but we then we often divorce it from the context, which tells us what the point and the meaning of that verse is. 
ii. Active and passive heresy
1. active – when someone denies something that is clearly right
2. passive – when we do not bring out the true meaning of the text (just as harmful as active) 
3. The Bible was preserved for us by God so we could know what God says, and what God means by what He says. Active heresy outright ignores this and caps it off. But, so does passive—although less directly—it is still a turning of the shoulder on God’s purpose. 
4. The focus of God’s judgment is on whether we are doing our best with what we have and know. There are many men in the ministry who are working with what they’ve got in regards to education and training—yet they are doing their sincere best in seeking the meaning. 
6. The goal of his instruction—5 
a. = love
b. “now” 

i. the Greek article de is  showing that v.4 is the way the false teachers teach and v.5 is the way Timothy is to teach
c. “commandment”
i. Not the Mosaic law.
ii. It is in the verb besought in v.3; therefore “commandment” here is a reference to what Paul is telling Timothy to do in this passage 
iii. And the end, the aim and goal, is charity (love) not questions and controversies
d. the sources (of love) 
i. Point: we do not love by trying to love. We do not love directly. Love is a by-product of something else. If we could grasp this, this would complete revolutionize our lives. Love has its source in these three things. 
ii. ek, leads us to the sources from which charity comes, and there are three of them:
iii. a pure heart

1. “heart”

a. the center of our personality, the totality of our being; the person as we really are before God

2. “pure”
a. carries two interrelated ideas…
b. #1 complete cleansing, or lack of defilement in every area of life
c. #2 singlemindedness, an undivided heart when it comes to the things of God (see Jas. 4:8); there is not a coexistant love; when we are torn between two loves we have an impure heart
iv. a good conscience
1. this term has a very rich tradition
2. sometimes called…
a. a stern accuser; a judge; a nurse; an inner watcher; a courtroom; 
3. Philo is known for his rich treatment of the conscience 
4. The Puritan era was also known for their rich tradition 
a. “con” = with, together with
b. “science” = knowledge
c. Point: They saw the conscience as  a knowledge that we share with God
d. Richard Sivves – famous sermon on the conscience (on 2 Cor. 1:12). “…pains of conscience is a flash of Hell…”
5. Rom. 2
a. the moral law – an innate sense of right and wrong that everyone has (C.S. Lewis in “Mere Christianity” brings this truth out probably the best as goes extra-Biblical sources)
b. the conscience tells us whether or not we have kept the moral law
c. 2:15 – Paul uses courtroom terminology to describe the conscience, and it either excuses us (if we kept it) or accuses us (if we broke it)
v. faith unfeigned
1. “faith”
a. Our trust or reliance on God. 
2. “unfeigned”

a. refers to what is genuine or sincere
vi. When one has a pure heart, one has a good conscience. When one has a good conscience, one has an unhypocritical faith that will enable him to love. 
vii. Illustration: Marriage. (rough quote) “I have found that I have always loved my wife best when I am right with God. If I am in sin, I do not love my wife, not in the same true way as when I was right with God. When I am right with God, I have feelings of love toward her again. It’s amazing and true every time. And I cannot explain it, but it happens. The point is to stay right with the Lord and then we can truly love others. This is the basis, the heart, of the apostolic teaching.” 
7. Some have departed from these—6-7 
a. general indictment—6
b. “swerve”

i. means to miss the mark

ii. in the context, it means to depart from what has just been mentioned in v.5
c. “vain jangling”
i. found only here in the N.T. 

ii. it means meaningless talk, fruitless talk, or empty chatter

iii. this is the result of missing the mark laid out in v.5
8. specific indictment—7a
a. “desiring to be teachers of the law”
i. What is meant by the law?
1. the law in v.7 is a reference to the Mosaic law
a. 3 SUPPORTS:
b. “teachers of the law” (one word in the Greek text) occurs only two other times in the N.T. (Luke 5:17, Acts 5:34); in both of these other instances the Mosaic law is in view
c. Normally when Paul uses the term law he will be thinking of the Mosaic law.
d. In the following context we will see that Paul is paralleling the 10 Commandments 
9. two-fold evaluation—7b
a. “understanding neither what they say”

i. they do not understand what they are talking about
b. “nor whereof they affirm”

i. they do not understand what they affirm (dogmatically assert)
c. unfortunately, this is the position of many people in our congregations and more sadly those in preaching and teaching positions in charge of their spiritual well-being 
ii. The proper use of the Law—8-11
1. Paul logically follows the previous discussion of misuse of the Law with a proper use of the Law.
2. This, in Dr. H’s opinion, is the hardest section in 1 Timothy and we’ll be navigating controversial waters until Chap. 3
3. Five important passages dealing with the Law

a. this passage
b. Rom. 7:1-6

c. 2 Cor. 3:6-14

d. Heb. 7

e. Acts 15
4. Misunderstanding the Law and the function of the Law has lead to imposing many needless burdens on people that they need not bare. 
5. The Law is good if used properly—8 

a. “But we know” – a clear contrast to the end of v.7; and use of “we” indicates that this is something that is accepted and recognized; this is his controlling thesis statement 
b. Paul is not saying that the Law is sometimes wavering in being good or bad. His point is that the Law is profitable and beneficial when it is used as God intended it (See Gordan Fee on this passage); the law is beneficial (good) if used in the proper way.
6. The lawful use of the Law—9-11

a. Generally speaking these two verses will explain v.8.
b. Negatively, the law is not made for a righteous man.

c. Positively, it is used for the lawless and disobedient.

d. There are three major issues we have to address:
i. “law”—9a
1. The reason this is an issue is because in the Greek text there is not article and some conclude that Paul is referring to law in general
2. A few reasons why this is wrong:
a. Paul frequently refers to the Mosaic law without using the article (p.796 Robertson’s Grammar)
b. v.7 has called these people teachers of the law and that would be a strange way to describe teachers of law in general; it makes more sense that they were teaching a body of law, namely the Mosaic law
c. In v.8, he does use the article, so you can’t appeal to the article as a point of argument because Paul uses both ways to refer to the Mosaic law 
d. The following context is the 10 commandments 
ii. “righteous man”—9b
1. Some have held that this is referring to the Christian, someone who has been declared righteous (Kent argues for this view) and that is all…
2. Four problems with this view:
a. If Paul is saying that the Law is not for the justified person, how do we explain the fact that in the beginning the Law was given to a redeemed people and by-and-large the N.T. presents this nation as belonging to God, even though there was a small mix of unbelieving Jews?
b. If the Law is not for the justified, then it has no application for us today. The strongest passage in the N.T. that the Law is applicable is the Sermon on the Mount (which is nothing more than an exposition of the righteousness of the Law).  
c. This passage: the issue with these false teachers is not that they were trying to impose the Law upon people (they were not Judaizers), but rather they were mishandling the Law and embellishing aspects of the Law.
d. Normally those who hold this view will primarily view the Law (its only purpose) as a means of driving people to Christ for salvation (classically the Lutheran view of the Law). 
3. *Views the righteous man from an ethical perspective. 
a. The term righteous can also have an ethical sense, referring to someone who is seeking to live in conformity to the will of God. 
b. It is a person who is trying to please God. 
c. Paul’s point, therefore, is that the Law’s function is not to be used in a mystical, speculative way for a people who are already trying to serve God...the Law is to guide people in holiness because they are sinners. It is not a mystical body of truth meant to be fostered on people who are trying to serve God. 
d. It both views, the justified person is assumed, it’s just the emphasis within this context that differs.
7. How does the law apply to us today? 

(See excursus, The Law)

8. List of sins—9-11
a. “lawless” – someone who does not recognize law
b. “disobedient” – someone who refuses to submit to law
c. “ungodly” – someone who is opposed to God 
d. “sinners” – those who live in opposition to God 
e. “unholy” – those who are impure 
f. “profane” – someone who treats something sacred as common 
g. “murderers of fathers, murderers of mothers” – one word; literally father-strikers, mother-strikers ; there is a lack of affection for parents that would reach this proportion 
h. “manslayers” – actual murder 
i. “whoremonger” – general word for sexual impurity; perversion with the opposite sex; Rom. 1:24 
j. “defile themselves with mankind” – occurs only twice in the N.T. (here and 1 Cor. 6:9—see Gorden Fee’s discussion on the 1 Cor. passage); perversion with the same sex; Rom. 1:26-27
i. Paul makes this distinction in Rom. 1:24 and 1:26-27; 1:24 is a natural sin whereas 1:26-27 is an physically unnatural sin—both are sins however.
ii. We do not need to be bashing or using harsh words to describe or talk about these types of people. We need to be direct when addressing this last issue, but in no way slandering or hurtful from the pulpit. There are many people (believers even) in our congregations that are struggling with this.   
iii. For more information and help:
1. BibSac #560, Homosexuality in the N.T.

2. BibSac #615, Biology.

3. BibSac #600, D. Mayleck? 

4. BibSac #599, Rom.1

5. BibSac #588

6. BibSac #627, Biology…

7. *Journal of Biblical Counseling, Vol. 13, #3 Spring 1995, “Homosexuality: Current thinking and Biblical guidelines” (this journal is heartily recommended for anyone remotely involved in counseling)
k. “manstealers” – either kidnappers or slave-traders
l. “liars”
m. “perjured persons” – those who bare false witness 
n. “any other thing…” – implies that the list given is not complete, these are just some 
C. Paul’s thanks for the experience of God’s mercy—1:12-17
● Why is this here? 
i. Three reasons 

a. We should observe the connection between verses 11 and 12

i. v.11 – the fact that it was committed

ii. v.12 – how it came to be that it was committed 
b. His testimony would illustrate a proper use of the Law

i. It exposed his sin and brought him to Christ
c. This section would give encouragement to Timothy—perhaps he is thinking that none of the Ephesians could ever turn around, but Paul shares his testimony as a case.
ii. Paul’s experience of God’s mercy—12-14
1. an expression of thanks—12
a. “who hath enabled me” – means who put strength within me; I was made strong in the One who infuses strength into me 
b. “for that” – signifies what he is thankful for, two things:
i. that he was counted faithful

ii. that he was put into the ministry 
2. what he had been—13a
a. Paul shares this in order to heighten his reason for thanks
b. “who was before” – talking of his preconversion state
c. He describes it in three ways:

i. “a blasphemer” – refers to one who is slanderous 
ii. “persecutor” – causing someone to run; used of an army running down its enemy or a hunter stalking his prey 
iii. “injurious” – the sense of an arrogance that delights in insulting and humiliating people
3. obtaining of mercy—13b
a. “But…”, God actively had pity on him.
b. Then he adds something that it almost problematic: “…because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.”
c. The basis of being shown mercy is because he was acting ignorantly in unbelief, which appears to go against what the rest of the N.T. teaches. 


(See excursus, The Problem Of)

d. abundance of grace—14 
i. “was exceedingly abundant” 

1. one word and used only here

2. something that runs or overflows
ii. One way to diagnose the state of Christian spirituality is to go into a local Christian book store. What do you see? You’ll find books with sleek covers of people smiling with the attitude “Look what God got when he saved me.” Contrast that with the autobiography of Bunyan. We cannot appreciate our current salvation until we understand and appreciate what we were saved from. 
ii. (ignore this line—for formatting purposes only)
iii. Paul’s experience as an example—15-16
1. He is stressing here that his conversion was an illustration and example of what Christ came into the world to do. 
2. “this is a faithful saying”-15a 
a. used 5x in the Pastoral Epistles 

b. this is a concise summary of the gospel—God’s purpose of saving sinners (see p.76 Hendrickson’s commentary) 
3. the chief of sinners
a. “chief” – foremost or first; explanation: he wasn’t the worst of sinners because he didn’t know, he couldn’t; Further, there were other people who lived longer than Paul that sinned longer; Further, he did it trying to serve God; point: he is expressing his own personal selfishness which makes him feel like he is the worst sinner that has ever lived. (see Stott’s comments) 
4. “howbeit for this cause”
a. shows that he is drawing the reason why God had shown mercy to him…namely that he might be a pattern

b. “pattern” – an outline or a sketch or example; thus, he is saying he was to be an example of the patience and longsuffering of God
iv. Doxology—17
● If we truly grasp the grace of God, a doxology will be the natural result that follows. 
1. “King”

a. refers to God’s sovereignty 

b. when you are God you can do what you want
2. “eternal”
a. refers to God’s infinity 

b. finite denotes limitations; we, as finite beings, can try hard but eventually our resources run out

c. there are no limitations to God; his resources are endless 
3. “immortal” 

a. refers to God being imperishable; he does not grow old or wear down
4. “invisible” 
a. theologians refer to this as God’s spirituality

b. He does not have a body or bodily parts; he is immaterial
5. “only” 
a. Dr. H. relates this word to God’s holiness for this reason: in the O.T. the primary idea of holy is separate, particularly something separated to the realm of the sacred. In the N.T. we find the same thing. When we say that God is holy, we mean that He is holy-other. He is completely different and separate from His creation. Another related term and idea is transcendence. He is beyond us; He cannot be comprehended, unless He chooses to reveal himself. Point: He is the unique God, there is no one like Him, He is holy-other.
6. “wise”
a. God’s knowledge means that he knows everything at once exhaustively. He never learns anything or wonders. He knows every actual and everything potential.
b. Wisdom, though, deals with knowing how to properly use this knowledge; we may have knowledge, but we may not have wisdom. 
i. There are some extremely bright people living today who have a wealth of knowledge, but are morons when it comes to how to use it in life…how to apply it. They utterly stink at living life. 
C. Paul renews his charge to Timothy and gives him a negative example to motivate him to faithfulness—1:18-20 
i. “this charge” v.18

1. reference back to the commandment given in v.3 and 5 
ii. “according to the prophecies which pointed to thee”—18a
1. “according to” – in harmony with
2. the gift of prophecy

a. Had two elements two it, two things a prophet did:

i. would simply deliver a message (eg. tell the nation they were in judgment)
ii.  predict the future – this was done to validate that his other messages were true
b. In both instances, they were receiving immediate, direct, and divine revelation. 

c. This is not function today because there is nobody that can fit this criteria of office. And this is the test laid down by Moses in Deut. 18—100% accuracy. This isn’t too steep at all because it is God’s Word that is being sent forth. 

d. However, in Timothy’s time, bona fied prophets were around. 
3. “which went before on thee”
a. or pointed toward Timothy 
b. that he would be an effective minister
4. “according to”
a. HHHis charge was according to, or in keeping with the prophecies, what the prophets had said; Paul is saying his charge is equal in weight with the authority of the prophets; that is why it can be said that true prophecy is on par with divine revelation.
5. Why bring this up?
a. The ministry involves a great deal of courage. And some times when pushed to our limit, the only thing were can fall back on is that God put us into the ministry. So when Timothy would face this limit, the only thing he would have to fall back on was this word from the Lord, that of his being an effective minister. 
b. In any ministry, we will face times (maybe even frequently) when we will want to quit. We must hold onto a solid sense of the fact that God has put us into the ministry…..(more here)…The means might be different, but the call is the same.


(See excursus, The Call of the Ministry)

iii. “that thou by them…”—18b
1. Paul’s intent is that Timothy draw strength from the prophecies to war a good warfare…he then goes on to explain how to war…
iv. How does one war a good warfare?—19a
1. by “holding”
a. it is a circumstantial participle, describing the last part of v.18, and tells us how we war a good warfare
b. it is by holding onto two things:
i. faith – Timothy’s faith in God; we cannot war a good warfare if we doubt God; we must hold fast 
ii. a good conscience – if our consciences are not clear or are accusing us, we will not be able to have a successful ministry; a bad conscience will be hardened; “a hard conscience is the mother of heresies”; if they are hard, we will adapt our doctrine with how are living…many heresies can be traced to a hardened conscience; many sermons have been preached with a bad conscience, so it can be done, but it should not be so; our conscience is good if we follow it…if not, we sear it.

v. A negative example—19b-20
1. “which”

a. a reference to the faith and a good conscience 

b. these two things had been put away by some
2. “having put away”

a. to willfully reject or abandon something

b. when that is done it leads to shipwreck 
3. “shipwreck”

a. the ruin that will come to the life and the ministry of the one who does not follow the command given by the apostle

b. Timothy cannot play fast and loose with what God tells us when we are in His service and expect to survive. 
4. Despite the faithfulness of Timothy, Paul nevertheless still sees strong need for Timothy to not forget these things and to obey
5. Hymanaeus and Alexander 
a. leaders in the church

b. Hymanaeus was teaching that the resurrection had already passed (2 Tim. 2:17). 

c. Alexander (see Knight, p.110-111)
6. “delivered…that they may learn not to blaspheme” (5)
a. “delivered”

i. an active abandonment to something 
b. the aorist tense of “delivered”
i. implies this is something Paul had already done
c. There is general consensus that this “delivery” would represent a disciplinary act that would involve these two men being expelled from the Church. As they were expelled from the church, this would be putting them into the realm controlled by Satan where they could experience his malice. When one is cut off from the church he is cut off from the helps (teaching, edification, encouragement, etc.) and from fellowship and he is put to shame. And because of not having these things, he becomes more susceptible to the wiles of the devil.
d. This is meant to be remedial, not permanent. Notice the word “that”—indicates purpose: the purpose is that they may learn to give a proper reverence to the things of God. Upon doing so, they could then be restored. 
e. There is every indication that these men were believers…indicated by the fact that they were to be restored upon learning the lesson.
III. Paul instructs Timothy concerning public worship—2:1-15
A. The priority of prayer in church life—2:1-7
i. “I exhort therefore”—1a

● We must not lose the connection of this topic with what has just taken place.
● Connection: this new section is a response to the wayward teachers spoken of in Chap. 
1. He is showing him more positively what he is to do in church life. 
ii. “first of all”—1b
1. could mean two things

a. first in sequence or first in importance
b. conclusion: Paul is indicating sequence here
2. why don’t we think it’s vital… 

a. we don’t realize our problems are primarily spiritual in nature

b. we view it as something that is not pragmatic enough
iii. four types of prayer—1c
1. “supplications” 

a. has the idea of a request that would denote a felt need; something that is earnest 

2. “prayers”

a. can be a general term, but quite often it will be marked by an attitude of reverence 
3. “intercessions” 

a. found only in the N.T., in 1 Tim.

b. it refers to the confidence we can have before God (this is really the point of the parable of the knocking of the door and the woman that comes to the judge—the point is not the persistence, but the confidence to be able to do so.)
4. “the giving of thanks”

a. simply the idea of thanksgiving 
5. The fact that these are plural implies that they were to be engaged in by different men throughout the congregation., not just Timothy alone.
iv. the object of prayer—1d-2a
1. When Paul wrote this passage, the current king was the demented Nero. Thus, Paul is urging prayer for unbelieving civil leaders. (see Barkley’s commentary, pg.59-60)
v. the purpose—2b-4
1. Notice the “that” in the middle of v.2…here is the purpose for which we are praying for them
2. purpose: that we may lead a quite and peaceable life
3. “quiet” 

a. has the idea of untroubled from without, or unmarred by disturbance 

b. this would refer to external pressures which could thwart one’s ministry; Paul experienced this in the books of Acts (riots, arrested, driven out of towns)
4. “peaceable”

a. refers to an inner tranquility 
5. point: What our civil leaders do is going to affect the kind of ministry we can have; if we pray for the salvation of our leaders and that they have wisdom in the laws they make, it is directly going to affect what kind of external pressure we will have, which is in turn going to affect what kind of internal tranquility we will have. See Stott’s comments on this. Are we lacking in success because we are not doing what Paul is saying here?
6. “godliness” –reverence for God 
7. “honesty” – dignity
8. “godliness and honesty”

a. Spoken of because these character traits can be more openly displayed in the tranquil setting for which we have just prayed.
9. Why pray for the leaders so that we can, in turn, have an atmosphere where we can display more openly Christian traits?
a. There is a direct connection between evangelization and the command to be godly and dignified. 
b. John 17 – Christ asks the Father to sanctify them (make them holy, separate, different) through “thy truth”…then, He says next, I send them into the world. He makes a direct connection between the sanctification of his disciples and the sending of them into the world. Evangelism came from individual believers, not from methods or great meetings. Observe Christ’s method to evangelize: be sanctified and godly.  
c. Further, notice the early Church and how it spread—through holiness and the power of the Holy Spirit…not through radio or TV, etc.
d. People will not listen to what we say unless they see something different in us. 
e. As we display a godly reverence and dignity, then and only then will we be a light to others.
f. Programs are not bad or wrong, but they must not usurp Christ’s method. 
10.  “for this is good…Savior”
a. “this”
i. refers to the prayers he just talked about in the previous verse and everything that goes along with that, the godliness and the honesty
b. v.4 explains why that is good in the sight of God 
i. Because God will have that all men be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.
ii. The crux of this interpretation in v.4 is “who will have all men to be saved” and has lead to some problems…

(See excursus, Who Will Have All Men To Be Saved )

vi. Three theological affirmations—5-6
1. These are to further confirm that the previous statement is the will of God
2. These are going to insist on the universal scope of salvation 
3. One of the reasons he is doing this is because in this passage there is an emphasis on the word “all” (this is another support for why it is believed these teachers were Jewish—they were constantly wanted to exclude people—so here Paul is breaking their selfish thinking…namely that the world as a whole was in God’s scope of salvation, not just Israel.)
4. “one God”—5 
a.  this would take readers back to Deut. 6: “Hear, O Israel, that the Lord our God is one”; this was to stress the unity of God in a polytheistic culture

b. this further means that He is the God of all nations, not just the God of Israel 
5. “one mediator”—5 
a. this word occurs only 1 time in the Sept. (Job 9:33?); a “daysmen” was someone who could lay their hand on God and on Job and bring them together

b. thus the idea is of one who can intervene between two people and restore harmony; he is a negotiator who establishes a relationship between two people which would not otherwise exist; (Buddhists look to their ancestors, the RCs look to Mary and dead saints…) 

c. a mediator for all, not just for these false teachers
6. “who gave himself a ransom for all” 
a. “ransom”

i. occurs only in the N.T. and in this verse
ii. refers to a price paid to release a slave

iii. anti used to preface this word which shows he is teaching that Christ is a substitute for all men, that he died in the place of our dying (not just on our behalf, but instead of us)

iv. some have tried to argue that anti does not imply this, even against overwhelming evidence

v. Some sources supporting anti
1. -- ? 
2. *Tyndale Bulletin #21 “Christ in our Place” (superb article)

3. Bruce Walk?, 1958 
b. “all”
i. the key word for the Biblical view of atonement is “provision”; Christ’s work has made provision for every person who has ever lived; it reaches every member of the human race; Christ died for all men indiscriminately; but that provision is not applied until the moment of faith

ii. see R. Lightner “Case for Unlimited Atonement” 
c. the relationship between Jesus Christ and all other religions 

i. exclusivism – the Biblical view; salvation is only gained through Jesus Christ; the Christian faith is exclusive in that there is only one way to God, but inclusive in that this way is open to all men
ii. inclusivism – states that Christ is the only Savior but he saves people in different ways, namely through whatever religion they happen to practice (classic holder of this view: C.S. Lewis, see “God at the Dock”) 
iii. pluralism – this views states that every religion is just as valid as any other religion and there is nothing unique about Jesus Christ 
7. three aspects of ministry—7 
a. “preacher”
i. word for “herald”
ii. in the ancient world a herald was typically assoc. with one who made public pronouncements; particularly in the N.T. it would relate to the athletic games…he would go out and announce when the games would begin, proclaim a truce between the cities that participated in the games that would be engraved on a bronze disc which would enforce peace and provide safe travel to/from the games (see Dr. H’s upcoming BibSac article) 
b. “apostle” – we described this earlier what he meant 
c. “teacher”
B. The responsibilities of men and women in the church meeting—2:8-15 

● Notice the “therefore” in v.8 and that he says “I will”; the “I will” comes on the heels on v.7 where says who he is??
i. Men are to lead in public prayer—8a
1. “men”
a. andros, literally means “male”

b. not a reference to all mankind 

c. support: this is consistently the way he uses it throughout the Pastoral Epistles (2:12, 3:2, 3:12, 5:9, Titus 1:6; 2:5)

d. males have the responsibilities to take the lead in public worship 
2. What about 1 Cor. 11? Is this a contradiction? 
a. No. Understand the purpose of each passage. The argument in 1 Cor. is that a woman may pray and prophecy in a public meeting if it is done with the proper demeanor (shown by the wearing of a vale); if she did these things uncovered, it would, in that culture, indicate that she was opposing male leadership. 
3. Paul is simply stressing that men should take the lead, not that only men can pray. Women can pray in a church meeting. He is stressing what the men should be doing in their leadership role, not just sitting around waiting for the women to do it.
4. “prayer everywhere”
a. in every place that the Church meets 

b. the males should assert themselves in this leadership role
ii. the manner (3)—8b
1. “lifting up holy hands”
a. It was not uncommon in the Scripture for people to pray with upraised hands (eg., 1 King. 8:22, Ezra 9:5; also there are pictures in the catacombs of early Christians praying with their hands in their air)
b. Should we in our services today pray with raised hands? Should we encourage this? Discourage it? 
c. Considerations (17) (a good article: Modern Reformation Vol.8, #6, Spinx, “Worshipping the Lamb or Entertaining the Sheep?”)
i. There is nothing inherently wrong with raising hands. 
ii. There is room for diversity in worship.
iii. I’m not against emotion in worship. In fact, if our emotions are not involved, we have not truly worshipped. 
iv. Worship is only valid when it is directed toward the right object. Anything which draws attention to itself, away from God, is to be avoided. (C.S. Lewis “Letters to Malcolm”, pg.4-5 “every service is a structure of acts”…”a good shoe is one you don’t notice”…”a good church service is one you would not notice…thinking about worship is a different thing than worship”). This is difficult and subjective in a lot of ways. This is something each pastor will have to iron out. Be looking only for things that are continually drawing our attention to someone or something other God. Could be a microphone improperly used. Or the way one dresses or moves around. Are we so focused on the screen that we feel as if we are looking at a movie or TV show?
v. A church’s worship reflects her theology. What kind of doctrine is compatible with what we do?
vi. Worship should be characterized by worship (reverence) and dignity. Again, here is an element of subjectivity. When we come to church, are we coming to listen to styles of music we like chiefly…or to focus on God? There are many good styles of music, but not all, in fact, most, are not appropriate for church. “For some reason”, says Dr. H, “I cannot picture a praise band playing outside the Tabernacle on the Day of Atonement.” 
vii. Worship transcends culture…it should not be dictated by it (see MR Vol. 8 #6 A.L.Barry ). Are we doing what we are doing—everything—because of exegesis of Scripture or because it is what the current culture is doing?
viii. When historically did it begin? 
ix. God takes worship seriously (just ask Nadab and Abihu) 
x. Sincerity does not justify false worship any more than sincerity justifies false doctrine. Sincerity isn’t the issue.
xi. Whatever worship style we adopt, it should never replace the priority of the Word, prayer, the reading of Scripture and the ordinances. Quite often worship services are not compatible with these things.
xii. Worship should not appeal directly to the emotions. We are greatly indebted to read the Puritans on this point. “Emotions are affected properly when they touch the intellect first.” 
xiii. Does our worship mentality create an atmosphere that is conducive to the exposition of the Word?
xiv. Worship form is not neutral. 
xv. Association is important. How we worship, like it or not, will cause people to associate us with a movement or a biblical understanding. That’s just the way it is. So before we adopt certain practices we must make sure we are comfortable with the associations that will be given to us.
xvi. One thing always leads to another. Once the door is open, there will be a domino affect. If you are comfortable with the domino affect, then go ahead and open the door. And there will be people who try to muscle and dictate the worship, and they will be able to muster a strong following.
xvii. The emphasis in the Timothy passage is not even on the literal lifting of hands—he is using it metaphorically. He calls them “holy hands.” Hands symbolize what we do. Prayer needs to be done by those who have a clean lifestyle. 
d. Do we leave worship having been truly impressed upon by God?…maybe we should be leaving more often quieter instead of using the litmus “a good time was had by all.” 
e. Four suggestions of what you might do about this issue 
i. Before you come to a church, decide what your convictions are in this area and communicate those to the church where you interview. Do not go into a church thinking you will change this. This is a major issue. Don’t take a church that has an opposite view. 
ii. Even when we do #1, things will still creep up. If something happens in a service that you are not comfortable with, don’t make an issue of it right away. If it keeps happening say something light-hearted from the pulpit. 
iii. If something like this persists, Dr. H suggests putting something in the bulletin. Nothing obnoxious…”We ask that the congregation refrain from…during the service”
iv. If something still persists, than you are going to have to make a statement. Never make a statement solo. Always present it as a corporate decision (with the deacon’s, the board, etc.). Don’t hang yourself—hang the board (. But seriously, have the authority of your leadership. 
2. “pray without wrath”
a. no grudges should be had; better not to pray than to pray in that manner because the prayer will not be effective anyway
3. “without doubting” 
a. linked with “wrath” by kai
b. dealing in disputes with others 
iii. A woman should be characterized by godly character more than her dress—9-10
1. *This is the central passage on dress.
2. The point is what is more important. 
3. There are three things that Paul warns women about
a. a preoccupation with excessive attire (please read Ryken’s book “Worldly Saints: Puritans As They Really Were” to see how the Puritans dressed…)
i. end of v.9 could be referring to the braided hair with gold or pearls
1. see Hurley’s book on Dr. H’s master booklist for historical background on this issue during this N.T. time 
ii. Three reason this would be a problem
1. A woman who is extremely preoccupied with these things tends to spend more time and thought on that then on the things of God 
2. Something that is excessive like this can disrupt a church meeting because people will spend more time looking at a woman’s hair (and preachers in their dress even!) 
3. Those who dress this way can make other women feel uncomfortable (see P. Towner commentary p.71, good explanation and description of)
b. modesty 
i. means respectable 
ii. the following terms support that Paul meant this word in the moral way (eg. shamefacedness and sobriety) 
iii. Women need to be reminded of the problem that men have which can distract and deter them from what they are there to do in the service. 
c. improper dress by a woman can signal a woman’s independence from her husband or a problem with male leadership 
i. First, the point of this passage is how women interrelate with men in the worship service 
ii. The two key N.T. passages dealing with men and women interrelation are here and 1 Cor. 11, and both are connected with outward adornment. 
iii. Some women try to manipulate and control men through their dress
iv. There is nothing wrong with being fashionable, but there is with being obsessive with being fashionable. 
iv. Women are to submit to the authority of the man in the church meeting—2:11-15
1. Introduction
a. The reason we need to treat this so delicately is because it is relatively recent. (*see Daniel Doriani, “A History of the Interpretation of 1 Tim. 2 from “Women in the Church”)
i. Conclusion: Either the feminist mov’.t has either come up with an insight from Scripture that has alluded the church for the past 20 centuries OR the debate is due to what is happening in our culture. 

ii. It is the latter—because the Church has become worldly. This is an outgrowth of our worldliness. 
b. The players
i. Radical feminists—they have no interest in God or the Bible; they feel that the Bible is hostile to women, therefore it is irrelevant; men are inferior to women some go so far as to say.
ii. Religious feminists—do not identify themselves with Christianity; but they are thinking in terms of religion.
iii. The Christian feminists—committed to the Christian faith; but they accept the Bible as a limited authority; it contains mistakes, contradictions, is culturally relative. 
iv. Evangelical feminists (Egalitarianism)—claim to have a high view of Scripture; they believe, as we, that the Bible must be reckoned with; they believe that it teaches the full equality of men and women without any role restrictions based on gender.
c. Faulty assumptions (of the above, last group) (3) 
i. Role distinctions are arbitrarily assigned. 

ii. The lie that subordination and co-equality cannot coexist. 

1. This is a running theme throughout their literature.
iii. Their low view of Scripture. 
d. The setting of 1 Tim. 2

i. They will call 1 Tim. as an occasional letter—and this is true to a point, there were things that were happening in that day that give rise to the writing of the letter. 
ii. But remember that the main determining factor for the occasion will be the text itself…they, however, create an occasion that has no basis in the text. 
iii. If there method was carried to the whole N.T., nothing in it would apply to us. 
e. We gather that false teachers in the church were encouraging women to give up their God-given role
i. Support
1. Everything Paul mentions in this section has to do with the role of the woman as it relates to the man. 

2. In 4:3, these false teachers were advocating the abstaining from marriage and all that it entailed.

3. In 5:14 Paul specifically instructs young widows to occupy themselves with what we would call “traditional female duties”

4. See also Hurley, Kent, Kelly, + Moo…also…search for Wayne House in BibSac #??? for more on this.
2. v.11—the positive
a. “woman”
i. Issue: Does it mean wives or women in general?

· If wives, then he is not prohibiting women having authority over men in the church, but from having it over the husband in marriage.
· If women, then he is prohibiting it in the service. 
ii. Several indicators that Paul means the latter:

· This is the way that the word has already been used in the context (v.9).

· If Paul meant wives, one would expect either an article or pronoun before the word man…eg. “over the man, or her man…like in Eph. 5.
· In v.8 when addressing the men, he is not referring just to husbands, but to men in general. 

· There are several other N.T. passages that talk about the husband-wife relationship

a. 1 Pet. 3, Eph. 5, Col. 3, 1 Cor. 7,  1 Tim. 3

· Even if we were just talking of wives, that wouldn’t satisfy the feminists either. Then the only woman who wouldn’t have to submit would be single women. 
b. “learn”
i. used 7x in the Pastoral Epistles
ii. refers to learning through instruction 
iii. The feminists explain it this way: the woman is to learn so that she can teach; in other words, some of the women in the church at Ephesus were either deceived or were unlearned and should be corrected so that they can teach.
iv. However, the thrust of the command is on the blurring of roles (see Thomas Shriner in the book that Doriani is in, p.122—he is on the cutting edge of this issue)
c. “silence”
i. refers to the way she is to learn
ii. the word in 1 Cor. 14:34 has the idea of to hush-up, absolute silence, but this is not the meaning here 
iii. the word here has the idea of being at peace or rest 
iv. Paul is then stressing the disposition of the woman, in a spirit that shows she is accepting her God-given role 
d. “subjection”
i. the root of this word is tasso; the stem tasso means “to put in order, to arrange, or to put in place”; to this stem Paul adds hupo, giving it the idea of “to put in order under” or “subjection”; there is a sense of a chain of command 
ii. Feminists try to counter this point with instances in Greek literature where the term has the idea of source and not authority; this is true; but she failed to point out that this is a very obscure use only found in classical literature; so she was trying to use an obscure reference in classical literature and claiming it as a commonly used term in the N.T.; but this word always has tones of subjection  (eg., Luke 10:17; Rom. 8:7; 10:3; 13:1; Eph. 1:22; 5:24; Phil. 3:2; Titus 2:9; Heb. 2:5; 2:8; Jas. 4:7; 1 Pet. 2:13)
iii. It is primarily an attitude. We think too often in terms of behavior. When we do this, then that is when woman begin to feel squelched in the Church and in the home. It is primarily a disposition a female has towards a male. 
iv. Submission and equality go together. This is what is absolutely incomprehensible to an Evangelical feminist. 
1. Support

a. God’s election of Abraham

b. The 12 apostles

c. The appointment of the Levites 

d. Christians to government 

e. Christ to the Father, and the Holy Spirit to both the Son and the Father 
2. Just because someone is put in leadership, that leadership does not make them inferior to those whom they are in leadership over. 
3. v.12—the negative 
a. “suffer”
i. means to permit, so the idea is “I permit not” 

ii. Fem. argue this command is just culturally relevant. But Paul goes back to creation, outside of this cultural setting.
b. “teach/usurp”—one restriction or two?
i. Fem. say it is one, and it is known as a hendiadys (=a figure of speech where you have two words where one of the words functions as an adverb); So in this case, “usurp” becomes the adverb. So they say Paul is saying woman should not teach in a domineering way. 
ii. Grammatically, however, it is two. Further, when oude is used, as is the case here, it denotes two separate ideas. 
c. “teach” 
i. Today when we hear this word we think of someone imparting information and whoever is listening has the freedom to take or leave it, agree or disagree. However, in the 1st century, teaching was an authoritative position. 
ii. It refers here to authoritative instruction of doctrine which is not negotiable (see 4:11, 16). This is why teaching is forbidden here.
d. “usurp authority”  
i. used only here in the N.T. 
ii. (most definite discussion on this phrase is by G. Knight in his article in “New Testament Studies” Vol. 1, 1984, p.143f. He observes that outside the N.T. there are six other uses of this word having the idea of exercising authority. Also, since in Chap. 2 Paul does not mention a particular position—he is not just talking about church office but any way a woman might go above a man in the church in authority. 
e. In conclusion…
i. There is no hint in the passage that woman are wrongly handling authority. He is simply exhorting them in what to do, just as he’d told the men what to do. 
ii. Since “teach” and “usurp” are parallel, talking about two things, it would indicate that there is nothing wrong in teaching, but women teaching men would be wrong. 
iii. If the problem were the wrong use of the authority, then men would have been instructed too, because they are not free from this problem (which has just been demonstrated in this letter).
4. v.13—the creational priority of the man (1st reason)
a. two creation accounts (Fem. argue)
i. Gen 1 – general (historical)

ii. Gen 2 – specific (mythical) 
b. the return to the original order
i. Before the fall there was no hierarchy. Headship was only introduced because of sin. They say, therefore, our desire should be to go back to how things were before the fall. 
c. their method of interpretation 
i. Because areas of Rabbinism are in accord with Scripture, they say we can designate those sections as just being culturally relevant. 
ii. Dangers
1. If an idea is conditioned by culture, it may be because we are being conditioned by our culture. Something that looks culturally relative may look so because we are so conditioned by our culture to make that thing look strange. (eg. the bloody idea of substitutionary atonement) 
d. creational priority 
i. Why does Paul appeal to this for support?
ii. Several reasons:
1. The O.T. law of primo genitor – a custom in Israeli society in which property and family authority and rights were passed on to the eldest son 
2. Col. 1 draws on that O.T. law to give the reason as to why Christ has authority over creation. The rights of creation have been given over to Christ.
3. What he says here—Adam’s creation being first carries with it a sense of authority. 
4. The man is the center of the narrative in Genesis. God creates him first, alone, provides him a home and gives him work to do.
5. The man is named Adam. The term Adam in the O.T. can be used in different ways. The point here is that Adam is eventually given this proper name as the head of the race, while the woman is given a new name. 
6. The man is the one who names. In the ancient near East naming was a sign of authority and dominion. Adam names the animals and he names Eve. God demonstrated his authority by naming the parts of creation.
7. The woman is presented as the helper. Fem. will point out that sometimes God is called a helper in the O.T. But an error they are making is that words have usage, they do not have meaning. So how was it used in the Genesis account? Clearly when Eve is formed later and presented to him, the sense of helper is that she is one that is going to aid him in what he was going to do. She was a helper for him. 
5. v.14—Eve was deceived (2nd reason) 
a. This does not mean that Eve was responsible for the fall of man. Paul links that to Adam in Rom. 5.
b. This does not mean that the woman is more gullible, because later in Titus he tells them to teach the younger women. If they were gullible, he would not have them teach. 
c. He is saying that Eve was deceived about something, whereas Adam knowingly committed transgression.  

d. Answer: the reversal/psychological view

i. Two ideas at work that could be in Paul’s mind.

ii. Reversal 

1. There is ample evidence that there was a functional hierarchy before the fall occurred—in others words, before they sinned, Eve was meant to be submitted to the authority of Adam. When the Serpent approached Eve, he was trying to usurp the order of authority. What happens when God’s ordained pattern is reversed? Look what happened…the Fall. The concern of Paul’s is that the effects of such role reversal which occurred in the Garden, not reoccur in the church. 

2. see JETS June 1998, Brunler for more 
iii. Psychological 

1. This is very difficult to convince people, so I’m not expecting you to take it. It’s a suggestion of mine (Dr. H.)
2. There are profound psychological differences between men and women.

a. A very objective and scholarly work on this point: Stephen Clark, “Man and Woman in Christ” (he is RC, but objective)
3. Generally speaking, women are more relational and nurturing then men. Part of the reason women maybe prohibited from teaching, is because a women is less likely to draw fine distinctions on doctrinal differences. This does not mean they are less intellectual. But given their gentle nurture, it may be difficult for them to chase out false doctrine and their teachers. 
4. We can’t take this too far into stereotyping.

5. The great objection that is warranted is that… 

a. Whether or not men or women are in control, there will always be doctrinal error. But Paul is saying, all things being equal, the man’s constitution is more suitable for what is being demanded here. Although true, it is not enough to discredit this view. 
6. As Paul will mention later, the focus of a woman should be on the home and the nurturing of her family and children. This will naturally lead to less time had to be involved in church leadership. 

7. The distinction and order, which goes back to Gen. 1, is something that is very important to God. (this is what is behind 1 Cor. 11, in the order of the church) This is God’s way of saying that there needs to be distinction and order in the church.

6. v.15—a life of fulfillment apart from church leadership

a. “she shall be saved in childbearing”—5 views   

i. physical safety

1. Godly women will be physically preserved in childbirth. (Ironside, Simpson, Barrett, Keener)

2. Problem: it is empirically false. Manly godly women have died during childbirth. Further, it implies that if a woman does not have a safe childbirth, then she is ungodly.

ii. saved even though she bears children 

1. Motherhood is not a consequence of the Fall. This would reassure women that it’s ok to have children and a family (1 Tim. 3:4 could support). (Kelly, Spicq) 

iii. a reference to the incarnation 

1. She is saved spiritually through the incarnation of Christ (Ellicott, Clark, Locke, Knight, Kent) 

2. Strengths

a. Paul has already been referring to Genesis. It is likely that he is referring here, then, to Gen. 3:15. 

b. This would provide the remedy for the Fall to which Paul has just referred. 

c. There is an article in the Greek text before childbearing…giving the sense “she will be saved by the childbirth…that is, the Messiah.”

3. Problems

a. The passage in Timothy is not talking about spiritual salvation, but role reversal.

b. If this is the view, then we must shift our focus from Eve to Mary, which seems to be foreign to the context.

c. Moreover, if Paul is talking about the incarnation, he could hardly have chosen a more ambiguous way of talking about it. 

iv. the salvation is eschatological 

1. The term salvation can be used in many ways:

a. our justification

b. our sanctification – being currently saved from the power of sin 

c. our glorification – one day saved from the presence of sin

2. The meaning, then, is that the woman who lives in the role God has given her will receive a reward in eternity (Anne Bowman)

v. child-bearing as synecdoche

1. Synecdoche is where a part represents the whole. v.15 is meant to balance out the negativity to this point, and is done by pointing to one of the glories of womanhood.  So childbearing is indicating all that being a wife and mother entails, representing the entire role. 

2. If she emphasizes that, she will be “saved” or delivered from the temptation of seizing the role that belongs to the man because she is finding fulfillment in her God-ordained role. But that will only be the case if she continues in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety. She cannot be submissive to the role in a grudge. It must in the proper manner. This just fits best with the context, with the Genesis passage, and as a balancing out.

3. How does this apply to a woman who does not or cannot have children? 

a. One, he is looking at a typical situation.

b. Two, even if a woman is never married or has children, she has a nurturing aspect to her nature that can be worked out in different ways. (eg. the Horton family viewing PCC as their children) 

(see excursus, "Concluding Comments Regarding Woman's Role...")


IV. Paul instructs Timothy concerning church officers so that Timothy would have guidance in selecting the proper individuals—3:1-16

A. The qualifications for bishops—107

i. Four reason for doing so

1. As Timothy was working in the Ephesian church, having a list of qualifications would reveal if the people in leadership currently were in deed qualified.

2. When some would be added to leadership positions, qualifications would need to be taken into account. 

3. When this reading was read to the church, then the church would be aware of what was expected by the apostle Paul—these came from Paul. This would help Timothy.

4. Later in chap. 5, Paul is going to talk about disciplining elders. This list, then, would be the grounds for when discipline would be necessary. 
5. To ignore these will be a death sentence on the church. When leaders go, the church goes. 

ii. Three other comments 

1. We need to take into account people’s personalities. We may have someone in the church who meets these qualifications, but we feel that they cannot work in the ministry with their given personality. They’ve got to have the type of personality that can work with what we already have. One person can mess up the chemistry of the whole church board. 
2. When we put people in positions of leadership, think in terms of the church functioning when you are gone. So many churches fall apart when the pastor leaves...this should not be. 

3. I would recommend that you have a self-perpetuating board. What I mean is, when there is a spot to be filled, have the church board decide who they want. And then in keeping with the congregational form of government, you can present that individual to the congregation as the board’s nomination. Beginning with asking the congregation for nominees is a seedbed for so many problems. This will open things up to church division. 
iii. A desire for this office is proper because it is a noble office—1 

1. “this is a true saying”

a. what he was about to say was a well-recognized statement by the churches

2. “desire”

a. literally means to stretch one’s self or to reach out one’s hand

b. figuratively, it means to strive or aspire for something 

3. the object of this aspiration

a. “the office of a bishop”

(see excursus, The Office of Bishop)


b. the qualifications of the office—2-7 

i. “blameless”

1. this is used by Paul as a general heading, the following words describe how to be so

2. means he should have no obvious flaws; there is not something that someone could lay a hold of and say “this man is not qualified for this position because of this”

ii. “husband of one wife” 

1. comprised of three words in the Greek text in this order…one, woman, man.

(see excursus, One-Woman-Man)

iii. “vigilant” 
1. means clear-headed, the ability to think logically, soberly, well-balanced, the ability to avoid extremes, just relax—not everything is a burn at the stake issue. 
iv. “sober”

1. carries with it the idea of being self-controlled, being able to master himself 
v. “good behavior” 

1. the idea of being respectable, decent 
vi. “given to hospitality” 

1. needs to be seen in light of 1st cent. travel conditions: there were not many places to stay, they were dirty and were associated with immorality; means someone who reaches out to strangers, both saved and unsaved. This doesn’t mean, necc., that you must always be having someone over to your house. If you do, that’s fine, that’s good—it’s good for moral. 

vii. “apt to teach”

1. means qualified or competent to explain and defend the truth of God; some elders are more apt to teach than others  (5:17 indicates there are degrees of aptness); you can still work hard; do you have the ability to explain the Scripture, and to defend it?

viii. “not given to wine” 

1. has the idea of not being addicted to wine, not a slave of drink; this can be applied to any other enslaving substance;

(see excursus, Christians and Wine-Drinking) 



ix. “a striker”

1. means “a giver of blows”, refers to someone who is violent or resorts to physical force to vent their anger 

x. “not greedy of filthy lucre”

xi. “patient” 

1. gentle, forbearing, longsuffering 

2. he will have to take insults, willing to give things time (I would suggest that you don’t make any major changes for at least a year. One of the major mistakes pastors commit is making changes too quick. This also gives the people the impression that he is not a panicker.)

xii. “not a brawler”

1. not quarrelsome (May we rid the world of fighting fundamentalists. We’ve got to fight for cardinal doctrines and sometimes that is translated into fighting for everything.) 

xiii. “not covetous” 

1. not be a lover of money; one can be just as covetous poor as rich

xiv. “able to manage his household well”

1. has control of his family, his wife and children respect him; the home is the proving ground of the church; if he can’t handle four people, how a whole congregation?

2. …while the children are at home under his authority 

xv. “not a novice”

1. not a recent or new convert 
2. How new is new? The point is that there should be evidence that they can be a church leader (eg. teach, lead, stand for truth, etc.). Do they understand the gravity of the task? This is the danger of thrusting converted celebrities into the spotlight. They need time. 
xvi.  “good report from without”

1. deals with unbelievers, how do unbelievers view this person? 

xvii. The fact that he mentions qualifications and not necc. church government show that he is allowing for different ways of doing certain things. His concern is more on having the right people. 
B. The qualifications for deacons (1)—8-10

i. This the second 

ii. Can have reference to all kinds of service

1. used some 100x, typ. trans. “to serve” or “to minister”

2. primary difference from elder is the function; the function of the deacon is service-oriented. He is to do whatever is necc. so that the elders can give themselves to what their ministry is. 

3. Deacons are not less qualified than elders, they simply have a different function. 

i. “grave”

1. a person of dignity, worthy of respect 

ii. “not double-tongued”

1. he is not two-faced, not hypocritical, he is sincere

iii. “not given to much wine”

1. same as the elder qualification 

iv. “not greedy”

v. “holding the faith…with a pure conscience”

1. describes a man whose convictions and beliefs are consistent with his behavior

2. refers to the body of doctrine which had come through special revelation  

vi. “blameless”

1. no reasonable grounds for accusation 

vii. “and let these also first be proved” 

1. Two things it does not mean

a. Not referring to an ordination exam.

b. Not meaning that a deacon should be given a trial. 

2. The point: the church leaders should constantly be examining the members of the congregation (which is part of their oversight duties), and when the need for deacon arises, they will be aware of who would be a good choice. This is the norm resp. for our oversight. 

C. The qualifications of the “women”—11

i. Two major views

1. These are the wives of deacons. 

a. If these were deaconesses, then Paul could have indicated that by calling them that, rather than just calling them women. 

b. In the very next verse he continues talking about the office of deacon. It makes sense that he would be just talking about the wives, and not introducing a new office. 

c. If this is the wives of deacons, why wouldn’t he have mentioned the wives of elders? Why just deal with deacons? Answer: the wives of deacons are only mentioned because as women they can help their husbands in their ministries, whereas in the pastorate, wives could not help their husband.
2. This is the office of deaconess. 
a. The previous “wife” view is virtually arguing for this position, because if a wife has to meet certain qualifications in order to help her husband, than in essence you are creating an office. 

b. The context of chap. 3 is dealing with church offices. 
c. The conjunction in v.8 “in like manner” and in v.11 “even so”—these translate into the same words; point: the likewise in v.8 is marking a transition in offices being spoken of, and so such is the case in v.11. 

d. There is nothing in the office of deacon that would be wrong for a woman to do. 
e. In Rom. 16:1, Phoebe is called a deaconess, granted it could mean just a servant, but it also could be refer to an office.

f. There are major early church documents that argue for deaconess as an office (see BibSac #542, p.170).
ii. My view

1. Is it possible that the women in this passage are simply unmarried women who assisted the deacons? 

a. The strongest support is the weaknesses of the prev. two views.

i. The grammar seems to argue that a distinct office (a new group) is made. However, it is difficult to transition back to the office of deacon, so it doesn’t seem that this is an official office. 
b. Reasons for being unmarried women

i. No qualifications given related to the home. 

ii. The emphasis for the women in the PE is that her ministry be centered in the home (1 Tim. 2:15, 5:8, 14, 16; 2 Tim. 3:14-15; Titus 2:3-5)

iii. Historically speaking, the office of deaconess, was almost exclusively reserved for virgins or widows (E. Hatch, “The organization of the early Christian churches”, p.185). 
iv. Unmarried women are one of the most neglected groups in the church as far as ministry potential is concerned (practical argument). 
iii. “grave” – dignified, worthy of respect 

iv. “not be slanderers”

1. not gossips, the word here particularly emphasizes the slandering aspect 

v. “sober”

1. well-balanced, temperate 

vi. “faithful in all things”

1. completely trustworthy 
D. The qualifications for deacons (part 2)—12-13

i. “husbands of one wife” – same as elder 

ii. “ruling their children…” – same as elder 

iii. Two rewards for the faithful service of a deacon—13 
1. “purchases to himself a good degree”

a. if he serves well as a deacon, he will have good reputation

2. “great boldness in the faith

a. he will have confidence in the things of God, in dealing with people 

iv. Paul again says nothing about the service of this office, but more his qualifications; which allows for fluidness
E. The nature of the local church—14-16 

i. Two main aspects

1. “the house of God”

a. Two things suggested:

i. The church will be running like a household. 

ii. The church is the place of God’s presence.  If the church is running right, God’s presence will be there in blessing.

2. “pillar and ground of the truth” 

a. likening the church to a pedestal; on top of the pedestal is the testimony that the church has before the world; that is directly related to following the instructions just laid out in this chapter.

b. having mentioned the truth, that now leads Paul to glorying in the truth 

ii. v.16—a doxology 

1. Believed to be possibly a part of a hymn or part of a doctrinal statement (see the Word Biblical Comm. and Expositor’s Bible Commentary for more).

2. When he says without controversy, what he means is that what he is about to say is accepted doctrine; when he talks about the mystery, he is referring to something that can only be known through revelation; “of godliness” means that this revelation that he’s about to share leads to godliness. 

3. Paul says six things about the truth:

a. “God was manifested in the flesh”

i. refers to the incarnation (one of the great statements)

b. “justified in the Spirit”

i. Christ was vindicated by the Holy Spirit through the miraculous 

c. “seen of angels”

i. angels saw Christ and worshipped him at his resurrection and at his ascension 

d. “he was preached until the Gentiles”

i. refers to the world-wide preaching of the gospel in the book of Acts

e. “he was believed on in the world”

i. some who heard this preaching, exercised faith
f. “received up into glory”:

i. refers to his exaltation after his ascension 

4. Point of the hymn: to show the comprehensive nature of Christ’s work in time and in space; Paul goes back and forth between the earthly and heavenly realms; it’s a comprehensiveness of His ministry that is seen that he brings together things that are normally perceived as being poles apart 
a. “the flesh” = physical, “the Spirit” = spiritual, 
b. “angels” = those who are closest to God, “Gentiles” = those seen as being farthest from God, 
c. “the world” = the present sphere of existence, “heaven” = future sphere of existence

iii.  Paul’s point here is that when the two offices (elders and deacon) are running properly, then the church will be seen as the household of God and the pillar of truth, thereby showing the comprehensiveness of Christ.
V. Paul gives fuller instruction to Timothy concerning the false teachers in order to help him identify their heresy and to instruct him on his responsibility in dealing with them—4:1-16 
● Three introductory comments 

◦He is coming back to the things spoken of in Chap. 1—renewing the charge. 

◦There is a connection in 4:1 with what he just mentioned at the end of chap. 3 – the 
connection: as glorious as the truth is, there is still going to be people who will depart 
from it and deviate from it

◦This section is divided into two sub-sections: (1-5, a further description of the false 
teachers and 6-16, he outlines Timothy’s responsibilities)
A. Paul’s description of the false teachers—4:1-5
i. Anticipation: they were revealed by the Spirit—1a 
1. point: apostasy was foretold, it should not take Timothy by surprise; there is great comfort in this….then this doesn’t take us off-guard, it can be expected. Therefore, we don’t need to take it personally. We haven’t failed in our ministries if people leave our church. 
2. key phrase: “the Spirit speaketh expressly”
a. never used by Paul to talk about the O.T. 
b. therefore, Paul could have meant one of two things, both of which are possible
i. Paul had received a special revelation from the Spirit regarding apostasy (quite likely then would be a reference back to Acts 20)

ii. The revelation of the Spirit which was spoken through the Lord Jesus (Matt 13:21, Mark 4:17)
ii. Time: they would appear in the “latter times”—1b

(see excursus, “The ‘latter times’ Terminology”)

iii. Action: some would depart from the faith—1c 
1. “some” 

a. those who were victimized (or would be), by these false teachers
2. “depart” 

a. has the idea of “to withdraw or stand away” 

b. the noun form of the word, is our word for apostasy or defection
3. Can a true Christian apostatize? The context will have to decide whether believers or unbelievers are in view. 

(see excursus, "The Issue of Perseverance")

4. Source #1: the cause ultimate—1d 
a. “giving heed to” 
i. has the idea of paying attention to in the sense of following 
ii. this helps you to interpret the “some” 
b. “seducing spirits and doctrines of devils”
i. “doctrines of devils” 
1. not an obj. genitive; they are not studying about demons and devils.
2. but a subj. genitive; the source is demonic.
3. The demonic can affect both the non-Christian and the Christian. Eph. 2:2 & 2 Cor. 4:4 are the classic passages about how the demonic affects the unbeliever. But also the Christian, (hence instructions in Eph. 6 and 2 Pet. 5). 
4. see Wiersbe’s comments here 
ii. How does Satan use Christians? Two classic works: 
1. William Gernall, “Christian in Complete Armor”, do not get the abridged version. 

2. Richard Gilpen, “Sacred Demonology” 
iii. All false doctrine is demonic. Any religious idea that is not biblical is demonic. Every religion other than Christianity is demonic.
iv. Support: Lev. 17 and Deut. 32—“sacrificing to demons”, Ps. 106:36—“they served idols…they served demons”; 1 Cor. 10—“you are sacrificing to devils”; 1 Tim. 4—the first source of false doctrine is devils; 1 John—teachers that deny the incarnation are under the influence of demons; Rev. 2—“these are the deep things of Satan”, Rev. 13—the ultimate final form of religion is lead by a demon-possessed man..
v. This is because Lucifer’s goal in heaven was to be worshipped. It didn’t work in heaven and so he took his act to earth.
vi. A suggested strategy of being aware of false doctrine:

1. The Christian Research Journal (pub. quarterly) 

a. Don’t read things that aren’t immediately relevant. So index them and come back to them as issues come up. 

2. Go into Christian bookstores and look at the best sellers list. You can usually see what’s wrong with Christianity by looking at the Top 10 list.
3. Watch Christian television (TBN) and you will be amazed at what is said. Most of Christians are watching these programs.
4. Listen to people talk (about what they are reading or watching, etc.).
5. Read book reviews. Every pastor should be reading at least one theological journal—and don’t neglect the book reviews! 
5. Source #2: cause mediate—2a 
a. “speaking lies in hypocrisy”
i. the devil usually does not try to deceive people directly, though he does that; normally he will work through human agents 
ii. has the idea of “by means of” the hypocrisy of liars 
iii. “lies” (liar)
1. Does not imply a deliberate attempt to state something one knows is not true. 
2. It implies that they are saying things that aren’t true, whether they know it or not it. It is said to be hypocritical because what they are saying is behind the mask of learning, the mask of church leadership, of religion; so the ultimate cause of false doctrine is the Devil. 
6. Source #3: cause basic—2b 
a. “having their conscience seared with a hot iron”

i. the basic cause as to why people are speaking false doctrine is a moral one
ii. this is the inner-basis for “speaking lies in hypocrisy”
iii. Something has to be wrong on the inside that is causing this to come out; an the inner problem, to which he refers, is that their conscience is seared with a hot iron (see 1:19) 
iv. “seared”
1. Two possible ideas regarding this participle 
a. in the non-medical sense: refers to the branding of cattle, to identify the owner

b. in the medical sense: refers to something that was cauterized (the skin or nerve endings are burned so that they are no longer sensitive)
2. based on these two uses of the word, two views arise:
a. Medical—the consciences of these people have been cauterized, making them insensitive (Stott, Hendriksen) 
b. Non-Medical—false teachers, then, carry Satan’s brand, they are his slaves (Robertson, Locke, Kelly, Fee)
3. Dr. H tends to lean towards the 1st which falls more in line with Pauline usage.
7. Content: asceticism—3a  
a. Given the tension just built, this seems to not do the previous few verses’ content justice.
b. asceticism – abstinence from physical things is essential for spiritual purity 
c. According to Paul it took two forms:
i. “forbidding to marry”—3 

ii. “to abstain from meats”—3

1. foods that were not considered kosher 
8. Refutation: the goodness of creation—3b-5 
a. In order to demonstrate this point, Paul makes four building assertions
i. “which God hath created”—God is the creator. 
ii. “with thanksgiving”—Creation is to be enjoyed.
1. “by them who believe and know the truth”—creation can be enjoyed by the Christian who knows this basic truth.
iii. “For every creature is good”—Creation is good—4a 
iv. Expression through prayer. 
1. Does not mean that creation becomes acceptable by the Word and prayer. 

2. Rather, that we acknowledge the truth found in the Word regarding creation and we express that through prayer.
9. A few closing comments…
a. To enjoy the things of the world we don’t have to Christianize them. Many people think that to justify things, we have to put a Christian spin on them. Christian writers don’t have to write Christian books. Christian musicians don’t have to write Christian music. It’s as if people do that to justify writing books and music. 
b. Every time Christians get together we don’t have to have a devotional or pray. They feel they have to justify getting together to enjoy friendships. 
c. Don’t feel guilty about enjoying creation. 
d. This also goes back to the doctrine of the priesthood of the believer. The RC pushed that the only value in life is doing something in the church. Further, the doctrine of vocation needs to be pointed out. God calls people as much to be a business man as he does to be a minister. And the businessman, when he see his calling by God, he can then give know and feel that he doesn’t have a second rate vocation. 
B. Paul instructs Timothy concerning his duties and responsibilities so that he would know his role in overcoming the influences of these ascetic apostates—4:6-16 

i. Point out the truth—6a 
1. “put” 

a. means to point out in a mild and moderate way

b. that does not mean that Timothy is to lack conviction or compromise or be unclear about the truth

c. simply means to do it in a manner that is mild and moderate 

d. this would be especially important given Timothy’s relative youth
2. “these things”
a. a ref. to creation and asceticism 
3. result: he will be considered a good minister (servant) of Jesus Christ—6b 
4. the way in which he will be able to do this: 
a. by being “nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained”—6c
ii. Don’t become embroiled in trivia, but be trained in godliness—7-10
1. Negatively: refuse
a. “refuse” – to decline or avoid
b. thing to avoid: “fables”
i. refers to things that are untrue or even silly, petty religious issues
c. “profane” – worthless
d. “old wives” – lit., characteristic of old women 
e. point: those things that do not profit
f. Application: It is necessary for us to then determine what things should get the most time and effort in our ministry. Just having the preaching and teaching as our central focus is not enough.
i. Two comments:
1. Some pastors are constantly preaching on petty issues or they are always harping on the same things. They can have a different text, but end up saying the same things. 
2. There are pastors who sincerely care about their congregations. But one minute they are fixing the church bus engine, dealing with 20 meetings or doing landscaping. We are going to have to refuse and avoid things other than just fables and wives tales. 
2. Positively: exercise 
a. “exercise”
i. refers to the physical training of athletes
ii. He emphasizes athletics for two reasons,
1. To show the expenditure of energy which the Christian life involves. The Christian life is very strenuous. It hurts sometimes.
2. Only those who are victorious will be rewarded. It was a disgrace to lose in the ancient games. If you lost, then you didn’t get anything. The same is true in the Christian life. 
b. He will only be rewarded if he does just that…exercise. 

(see excursus, “The Issue of ‘Life’”)

(see excursus, “The views of Savior of all men”)

3. Teach sound doctrine—11 
a. Much has already been said about this above. 
b. “command” and “teach” are the first two of ten imperatives that will come through vs.11-16. This should indicate to us that this group of verses is one of the most important in pastoral instruction.
4. Maintain the respect of the people—12 
a. You would expect Paul to be telling the congregation this. But instead we have Paul telling Timothy this. 
b. We cannot be effective if our people do not respect us.
c. This arises out of the command given in the previous verse. When carrying out v.11, there is going to be resistance, esp. given his relative youth.
d. Youth is not meaning mere adolescence. The false teachers were probably older than Timothy, so it would be difficult to get people’s respect as he, who is younger, corrects older men.
e. How does one in the church, part. a situation like this, arrive at the point where our ministry is not despised, but respected?
f. This passage teaches that we do not gain respect by being boastful or aggressive, by imposing our will, asserting our authority. Rather the antidote to overcoming people’s tendency of people looking down on our youth is to demonstrate mature and godly character. Leadership is not lordship. This may take some time. That is why one of the qualifications is patience. 
g. “be an example” in 6 areas 
i. “in word”

1. his speech, what he says; if there’s any doubt, don’t say it

2. and not just what we say, but how we say it
ii. “in conversation”
1. refers to one’s conduct or way of life
2. There are a lot of legitimate things we can do, but they may harm our ministries. Sometimes we are just going to have to give up certain things. However, don’t be extreme and place yourself in a box where people control you.
iii. “in charity”
1. a loving attitude toward others 
iv. “in spirit”

1. one’s general demeanor 
v. “in faith”

1. our confidence in God 

2. People in a congregation are easily shaken, part. by worldly events. They need to be strengthened in their faith in God.
vi. “in purity”

1. moral cleanliness and a single-minded heart 
h. If we model these six characteristics, people will want to follow us and we will have their respect. 
5. Public ministry—13 
a. Paul mentions three things that Timothy should do publicly
i. “reading” 
1. ref. to public reading of Scripture in the church service 
2. For Tim. this would have included the O.T. as well as extant apostolic letters being circulated; for us it would be the entire Bible. 
3. Support for this being public reading

a. The public reading of blocks of Scripture was common in the O.T. and the early church era (eg, Ex. 24:7, Deut. 31:11, Neh. 8:7-8; Luke 4:16; Acts 15:21; 2 Cor. 3:14)
b. The charge to read is occurring in a list with other public duties. 
c. There are only two other uses in the N.T. of this word and both refer to public reading in a religious gathering (Acts 13:15 and 2 Cor. 3:14) 
d. The next duty is exhortation. It would be most naturally based on what was just read. And that was the more common procedure of the early church. 
e. At this time, there were very few copies of apostolic letters. 
4. This is one area that is greatly neglected. When Scripture is publicly read it can have a tremendous impact. There is an innate power of Scripture when it is read without comment. 
5. Guidelines
a. Also read allowed the passage before hand. 
b. There is never an excuse to stumble over words that are hard to pronounce. Look it up. “He’s too lazy to look it up, maybe he’s too lazy to dig at the meaning of this passage”
c. It should be dignified. This is no place for jokes. 
d. Let the Word speak for itself. Don’t interrupt it. Let the natural power of the Word have its affect.
e. The tendency when we read publicly is to read quickly—avoid it. Take your time. Don’t be afraid of moments of silence. Read slowly and deliberately. Cultivate the art of reading the Bible publicly. 
ii. “exhortation”
1. involves the explanation and application of what was just read (read and then expound) 
iii. “doctrine”
1. the word for teaching; ref. to the systematic instruction of the doctrines of the faith; almost a catechism if you will.
2. the backbone of our ministry should be expository preaching; but it is also appropriate and a change of pace to expound on a doctrine; 
3. don’t feel as if you’ve got to rush through any doctrine.
6. Nurture the gifts that he had–14 
a. gifts
i. the things given to Timothy by God to carry out his work in the ministry
ii. he was to stir them up, develop them, use them
b. the channel: prophecy 
i. means that the gift given to Timothy was made known through the direct revelation given to a prophet 
ii. “with”

1. a sense of accompaniment 

2. the prophecy was with, accompanied by, the laying on of hands
iii. “laying on of hands:

1. symbolic of Timothy being separated to the ministry
iv. “presbyter” 

1. a ref. to the elders, bishops, pastors referred to in ch. 3
7. Diligence in personal life and public ministry—15-16 
a. “give thyself wholly to them”

i. (see Ironside, p.164; Wiersbe, p.65; Earl, p.375)
b. “that thy profiting may appear to all”

i. His life should never be presented as something that is complete. Even the most mature minister is progressing. We are all growing in our relationship with God. We should never give people the impression that we have arrived, because…
1. It isn’t true.

2. And it discourages people. 
ii. But we shouldn’t be too transparent either so that we are wowing in our failures, moaning and wining about our sinfulness. 
c. “in doing this thou shalt both save thyself”
iii. Some application of all this:
1. Behave professionally. I mean things like be prompt at handling phone calls, appointments, keep commitments, give credit where credit is due, have good manners.
2. Handle confidences properly. Never promise you will not say what they have just told, unless you are positive that you will not. 
a. Always obtain permission to repeat something someone has told you. 

b. Have scrupulous security on any notes you take. 
3. Always obtain permission when citing something, never plagiarize. Always attribute. 
4. Respect other churches. Don’t steal sheep. Don’t encroach on the territory of other churches. Confirm when somebody says that they are transferring their membership with your church—don’t assume it. If it’s not a matter of orthodoxy, don’t blast other churches for holding different positions.
5. Respect former colleagues. As much as we can, we need to continue the ministry as we have found it. Never say anything negative about your pred., even its justified. 
6. Observe the place of our profession. A minister is a minister, not a politician. A doctor is a doctor, not an expert in ethics. Ministers are not trained in politics, just as doctors are not trained in ethics. Too many ministers are crossing over the office of clergy.
7. Be fiscally impeachable. I would suggest not accepting outside employment. Don’t insist on ministerial discounts (very obnoxious). 
8. Pay attention to personal life. Watch your health, take care of your family. Don’t expect the ministry superceded the importance of your family. 
9. Be competent. I think that anyone that is involved in the church should go to seminary. Professional development needs to continue. 
10. If you are in a situation you cannot handle, refer it to someone else. Don’t make a mess of it.
11. Uphold biblical values. 
12. Be careful with church funds. This is a quick way to lose one’s standing. Make sure you understand how the money is handled, although I’d suggest not being involved in the handling of it. No one should ever be handling money alone. If someone designates money, MAKE SURE it goes there!! 
13. Be responsible for your colleagues. What they do will reflect on you. 
14. When preaching, be certain of what is being said. Abhor eisegesis, even at 4 A.M. Sunday morning. Be able to defend what you say. (Dr. H got into the habit of manuscripting his sermons for his own protection) 
VI. Paul instructs Timothy on interpersonal relationships to educate him on how various people are to be 
treated—5:1-6:10 (see Towner for a good description) 

* One of the greatest failings in the pastoral ministry is not being able to treat people properly; we need to be able to relate to people as if they were members of our own family. 

A. Instructions on various age groups—5:1-2
i. older men—5:1a 
1. to be treated respectfully, gently, with respect…as our fathers 

2. even if we have to bring church discipline on such a group, we still respect them and treat them the same 
ii. younger men—5:1b

1. regard as equals, not as inferior…as our brothers
iii. older women—5:2a 

1. as our mothers, consideration due to their age and experience 
iv. younger women—5:2b 
1. as our sisters, “don’t touch them” … don’t do anything that could be misconstrued; don’t flirt with them…don’t tease them. This area really needs to be monitored
. 
2. Our culture thinks sexually, so we need to be very mindful of this. Never in any circumstances have any physical contact in a counseling session. 

(see excursus, “Interpersonal Incompetence”)


B. Instructions on dealing with widows—5:3-16
i. God has a unique concern for widows, particularly their vulnerability because they do not have their husbands with them.
ii. O.T. – Deut 10:18; 24:17; Ps. 68:5
iii. Early church – Acts 6:1 and 9:39
iv. The issue is not to deal with widows generally, as if it’s a field of study, but widows themselves, particularly their vulnerability. 
v. “widow”

1. basic idea is that of loneliness; comes from a term that means bereft and speaks of the loneliness that results from being bereft of a husband
vi. Two kinds of widows—3-6
1. The kind who have children and grandchildren who can support her. 
a. Their family is responsible to provide for their needs. 
2. The kind who has no family (or family who doesn’t help her) to care for her.
a. The church needs to be involved in meeting her needs. 
b. Paul’s main concern is with this second group.
c. However, Paul does qualify this group further…they must give evidence that they are looking to God for their needs and have desire to live for Him…these are “widows indeed” 

d. “she that liveth in pleasure” – she is not to be supported 

i. “dead” – these are believing widows; they are dead because they are living ungodly lives
3. Four parallels to v.6
a. Rom. 6:23 – In Rom. 6 Paul is addressing Christians and is explaining to them why they should not continue in sin, because they are “dead to sin,” positionally. The consequences of being dead to sin is explained. He then tells his Christian readers, reckon yourselves dead to sin. He then begins to talk about how a Christian in this position has two options: be a slave to God and righteousness or Satan or unrighteousness. Then in v.23, after contrasting these two slavery options, he says “for” (a summary word of his entire argument). If you choose to serve sin, the wages you will receive will be death. You will not lose your salvation, but you still experience spiritual death and its consequences. On the other hand, if you choose to serve God, the wages you will receive will be life.
b. Rom. 8:12-13. 
c. Jas. 2:17. If your faith is not producing anything, it is dead. 
d. 1 John 3:15. If a Christian is living in hatred with another Christian, the eternal life that he has is not abiding in him, he is not walking in it.  
4. See King’s and Wiersbe’s comments on this verse. 
vii. Timothy is to teach this—7-8 
1. Teach what he just said about the widows. How very few times, if ever, have you heard this preached on? This is part of the whole counsel of God. 
2. Also to encourage the widows to seek the Lord.

3. v.8—even the pagans have an innate sense of responsibilities to family 
viii. Three qualifications for “widows indeed”—9-10 
1. She had to be at least 60 yrs. old 
a. How does this apply to today? Do we take 60 literally?
b. No. The emphasis on the situation. 
2. She should have been the wife of one man. 

a. Interpreted the same way as the elder (only in reverse) and should be blameless in this area. 
3. She had to have a reputation for good works—10
ix. Five typically examples of good works 
1. “If she hath brought up children”

a. reared children responsibly; this would deal with her home.
2. “If she hath lodged strangers”

a. was she hospitable; this would deal with her reputation in the community
3. “If she hath washed the saint’s feet”

a. a reference to her humble service; this would deal with her church life
4. “If she hath relieved the afflicted”

a. has she helped people in need? kind and generous to those who have legitimate needs?
5. “If she hath diligently followed every good work”

a. has she been devoted to good works? 
x. Younger widows should not be on the list—11-15
1. Two reasons given by Paul
a. her sensual desires; being younger, these desires would be stronger for her; “wax wanton”—as an animal caught in a trap, struggling to get loose 
i. “will marry having damnation”

1. If they put this young widow on this list, she would be setting aside her pledge or commitment to serving God in the capacity of a widow. If she went back on that pledge this would bring damnation or condemnation or judgment, temporal in nature (by either conscience, church, world). Strength: This would be linked with 1 Cor. 7 with one’s marital state being a calling. This isn’t just a casual commitment. 
2. Deals with the temptation of a younger widow marrying an unbeliever. Her sensual desires may overcome her commitment to God’s will and marry someone that is not saved. 
3. Conclusion: Not sure what the best solution. But the point is that commitment to this list is seen as a serious and sober one. 
b. the temptation to idleness—13-15
i. They could possibly take their youthful energy talking and getting into the lives of other people where she has not right being.
ii. In view of these two problems, the best thing to do was to encourage these young widows to remarry—14 (Tyndale Bulletin, Vol. 39 1988, by Winter “Providencia…”)
xi. Conclusion in v.16 
1. If the family is able to care, then the burden should not be on the church. 
xii. Seven considerations concerning benevolence 
1. The object of our benevolence. What is our focus going to be? Who are we going to help? People in the church only? In the community? To other parts of the world? 
2. The purpose of our benevolence. Do we want to help only the physical needs people have? Their emotional needs through counseling?
3. The means for benevolence. Do we just want to use our church or also other organizations? 
4. The source for our benevolence. A special offering? If so, how often? A box in the foyer designated? A percentage of your church budget? 
5. We must have some guidelines for our benevolence. 

a. If you know the person, probably just a personal interview would suffice.

b. If you don’t know them, it’s probably good to have a form they can fill out. 
6. The actual administration of benevolence. It’s a good idea to have some people in the church to handle the giving of things.  I’m not sure it’s a good idea for the pastor to get involved in this way.
7. The substance of the benevolence. Will it be physical goods, emotional goods?
8. Warning: Be loving but use judgment. Don’t be taken. There are plenty of people who will try. Make assessments, but have compassion. 
xiii. Actions typical of con-artists

1. Volunteering irrelevant documents to bolster their stories.

2. Offering an abundance of details not related to the story
3. name dropping

4. forgetting or being unable to produce the missing fact that corroborate their story

5. they demand abs. silence about themselves

6. stressing the urgency of the request which leaves no time to verify the story

7. always manip. suggestions back to their terms—usually cash

8. trying to prod. guilt in you for doubting them
xiv. Methods
1. follow through, check the story—the honest will help you help them

2. delay responding to the request until you have time to verify 

3. don’t try to be a hero of a dripping story 
C. Instructions on dealing with elders—5:17-25 

*Intro: the structure here is parallel with the structure of the section dealing with the widows. The elders he talking about are assumed to be qualified
i. Paul refers to the overall duty of the elders and the honor due them—17-18 
1. “double honor”
a. two possibilities 
i. Is a reference to an honorarium, or some kind of financial support. 
ii. *Includes not just the respect that goes with the office, but also the joy a job well-done (see Lee).
iii. Further, if someone has devoted themselves to a ministry in the church in some fulltime manner, monetary pay should be given them.
ii. Paul cites two Scriptural authorities concerning what he’s just said—18 
1. Moses in Deut 24

2. Possibly Jesus in Luke 7
iii. Accusations must be factual—19 
1. “two or three witnesses” 
a. ensures the accuracy of what the elder has been accused 

b. a citation from Deut. 19:15
i. Deut. is drawn from in others: Matt. 18:16, 2 Cor. 13:1, Heb. 10:28

c. epi, carries the sense of “on the basis of” or “of the evidence of” ; not that you go to two or three others and talk about the situation. 

d. If only one comes forward, don’t even hear it. It’s got to be two or three. 
2. How to discipline erring elders (assuming there is Scriptural grounds)

(see excursus, “The Issue of Church Discipline”)
Keep in mind that Paul is going through a process now…


3. Is this a single act of sin or a persistent sin?—20a 
a. “sin” 
i. present participle; but what is the meaning?
ii. views

1. This is persistent sin. 

2. *This is one act of sin.
a. It is not enough to base a whole view on the tense the verb and that is the only support, it seems, for the 1st view. 

b. The articular construction seems to be simply referring to an elder who has been legitimately accused. 

c. The present tense would denote the present guilt of the individual. 
iii. If he is rebuked, the discipline begins. He is then to be restored and forgiven by the church. However, the nature of this sin may disqualify him from being an elder still, even though forgiven and restored to fellowship. If the sin is not severe enough to remove him from office, the rebuke and such still needs to be public, otherwise it will impeded him as functioning as an elder. 
iv. “sin” – general term for sin, meaning Paul has no particular sin in mind

1. two suggestions
a. Anything that violates the qualifications of chap. 3. 

b. Anything that would impede him from functioning properly in this public office. 
4. Is this a private or public rebuke?—20b
a. Augustine held that the nature of the sin should determine: private sin = private rebuke; public sin = public rebuke.
b. Reasons as to why I feel it should always be a public rebuke

i. The sin is already in the public awareness. That is assumed because you already have two or three witnesses. 
ii. A public rebuke vindicates any complicity in the church with a sinning leader. If a leader goes amiss, and it is covered up (or appears to be even) and then comes out, that will do much more damage. It will appear the church is trying to hide something. 

iii. A public rebuke would more effectively deter others from sinning. That’s the point he makes at the end of v.20. 
1. see Mappes?, BibSac #615 for more
5. The goal of the rebuke: “that others may fear”—20c 
a. “fear”

i. alarm, apprehension, fright or respect
6. The process is to be carried out in an objective manner—21
a. “God, the Lord and the elect angels” 

i. all three are viewed as judges in the Bible

ii. so on behalf of these judges, judge fairly
7. Timothy is to be careful in his selection of elders: does this refer to new elders or restored elders?—22 

a. Restored. (Ellicott, Locke, Wuest, Laney “Guide to Church Discipline”)

i. Support

1. The context—elders that have been publicly rebuked.

b. Ordination. (Alferd, Guthrie, Kent, Knight, Lenskey, Hendrisken) 

c. Simply referring to identifying elders publicly. The elders involved may have been publicly rebuked or individuals set apart to the ministry for the first time. Their status seems to inconsequential. At the least, it is does not exclusively refer to an elder that has been publicly rebuked.

i. The laying on of hands ritual in the N.T. era was not a right associated with the restoration of penance. 

ii. In the Pastoral Epistles, the laying on of hands refers to ordination or the setting apart of people to a ministry. 

iii. In the qualification lists (1 Tim. 3, Titus 1), there is no hint of different elder classifications. Either a person is recognized and appointed as an elder or he is not. There are no classes of elders—fallen or unfallen (explain more please).

iv. 1 Tim. 5:24-25 deals with elder recognition, not reinstatement. 
d. Two concerns of Paul here in v.22
i. “lay hands suddenly on no man”

1. do not ordain an elder too quickly; if he did, he would be partly responsible and share in the guilt if that elder later sinned…a “partaker of other men’s sins.”
ii. “keep thyself pure”
1. not to install an elder who isn’t qualified
8. Paul instructs Timothy on the use of wine: why is this here?—23
a. Stress manifests itself in different ways in different people. For some, it goes straight to their stomach and other places. Deal with it medicinally, there is nothing wrong with it.  
9. The importance of knowing potential elders—24-25 
a. The issue centers around the word “judgment” in v.24; the key issue is what does judgment mean 
i. Two different ways understood
1. Divine judgment. Paul is balancing out v.22 by way of encouragement. You are only human. Take my charge seriously. God will judge the person in the future if you miss someone if you’ve done your best (the Judgment Seat)
2. *Human judgment. In this view, Paul is warning Timothy to allow time for investigation, in light of what was said in v.22. In essence “It is possible that candidate for church can mask his sins until after he has undergone investigation.” Since someone could do that, Timothy should take extreme caution. To illustrate, Paul contrasts the open sins of some with the cloaked sins of other. The sins of some are so obvious and apparent, they are evident before any investigation (judgment) takes place. Hence, no need exists to proceed, “going before to judgment” (see Gill’s commentary). The sins of others are not as obvious and their sins are not manifest until after they have gone through the human judicial process. Their sins will eventually become manifest. And some men, they will follow after the human process of investigation. 
D. Instructions on dealing with slaves—6:1-2

*Reasons for: 1) God has put them in authority over them and 2) some slaves would have had Christian masters, they were brothers in the faith. 
E. Instructions on dealing with false teachers—6:3-10  
i. a description—3-5 
1. their actions—3 

a. They teach a different doctrine (“otherwise”)

b. They disagree with the teaching of the Lord Jesus.

c. They reject doctrine that conforms to and leads to godliness. 
2. their attitudes—4a

a. They wanted to exalt themselves. They were proud. 

3. their fruits—4b-5a

a. They don’t understand what is really important.

b. They have an unhealthy interest in controversy. 

c. They are divisive and unloving.

4. their motivation-5b

a. Gain. They are greedy. 
5. (see Knight for a good summary of this passage)
ii. instructions concerning material possessions—6-10
1. #1 Real gain comes from godliness and a contentment with what we have. 

2. #2 There is no relationship between godliness and the material—7 

a. The Jews held quite the opposite view (“Whom the Lord loveth, He maketh rich,”—a Jewish saying; countered by Christ in Luke 16)

3. #3 The necessities of life should bring contentment—8 

a. food and raiment would be a synecdoche for all of the necessities of life; if we have the necessities than that should bring to us contentment

4. #4 The results of desiring to be rich—9-10 

a. Two major results

i. The person will be caught in a snare. Their spiritual progress will be impeded. “snare” – a trap that holds an animal; this will lead to their ruin and destruction spiritually speaking

ii. The person will end up wondering from the narrowing path. 

(see excursus, “4 Propositions on Covetousness ”)


VII. Paul presents his final charge to Timothy in which he exhorts him to godliness and instructs him on how to deal with the rich—6:11-21
A. He exhorts him to a life of godliness—6:11-16
i. Flee the snare of money and pursue righteousness—6:11. 
1. This is meant to be a contrast with the word “some” in v.10, to those who pursued money. 
2. “a  man of God”

a. Timothy is the only person in the N.T. called “a man of God”—he is called so by Paul as an encouragement.

b. This is also illustrates a key in sanctification = there must be both negative and positive; flee (mortification, weakening the principle of sin), vivification (the pursuit of righteousness). We fail so often because we think about the negative. As we pursue the positive, the negative will lose its grip. 
3. Things to pursue—11-12 
a. “righteousness”

i. refers to the life that is conformity to the will of God 

b. “godliness”

i. refers to a God-like character 

c. “faith”

i. do those things that make you trust Him, and trust him more by learning more about Him

d. “love”

i. refers to a self-less devotion to other people 

e. “patience”

i. refers to perseverance, a faithful endurance through discouraging circumstances

f. “meekness”

i. Ps. 37 is a Psalm of trust and confidence. The significance then of this term is one who submits himself to the providence of God; one who has learned that God is in control of things; therefore, regardless of circumstances, when I meek, I can rest in Him. 
ii. “fight the good fight of faith—6:12
1. Because of the obstacles we will have to fight and the goal is worth fighting for: the goal is to lay hold of eternal life. Some Christians have eternal life, but they do not lay hold of it. In the same way in the physical realm, some are not developing themselves, they are just sitting around and deteriorating. (Dillow quote)
iii. Keep God’s commandment—14 

1. a summary of everything he has just said in the letter
B. He instructs Timothy on what to tell the rich—6:17-19
i. Don’t be proud—17a

ii. Don’t put hope in wealth—17b

1. There is no true security here. 

iii. Be rich in good works—18-19
iv. Notice that Paul never tells Timothy to tell the rich to get rid of their money—but simply to share.
C. He concludes by charging Timothy to guard what has been entrusted to him, turn away from false teaching, and by wishing God’s grace upon him—6:20-21
i. “O Timothy”  
1. a personal, loving touch to an official sounding letter 

ii. Timothy will “keep that which was committed” to him by carrying out the instruction given to him in this letter. 
iii. He wishes God’s grace upon him
.
Introduction to 2 Timothy
Introduction

I. Historical Background
a. Paul had already had a preliminary trial. 
b. ?

c. 4:6—indicates that he will be executed 

d. Apparently Timothy had remained in Ephesus after having received the 1st epistle, and I take it that he remained still until after the 2nd
e. After the fire in July of 67, Nero turned the heat on the Christians and many were bailing out of the faith. Timothy was facing the temptation to do the same thing. So Paul is writing 2 Timothy to urge him to remain faithful not only the faith, but also to the father in the faith—himself. 

f. Date: Suggest the Fall of 67 for two reasons:

i. According to Church tradition Paul was executed by Nero before Nero committed suicide. Nero killed himself in June of 68. 

ii. Paul penned this letter, which was his last, fairly near the time of his execution. He appears to have written before the winter because he is telling Timothy to come to him before the winter comes in. 
II. Message

Intro: Paul explained in the 1st epistle the church was the pillar of truth in the world—it was to preach and teach sound doctrine. But the church was becoming worldly—he saw a trend beginning. Paul saw that if it continued it would lose its testimony in the world. They eventually did fall out of existence due to this worldliness. Paul was urging Timothy to not let this happen. In one word: faithfulness. In 2nd Timothy Paul will tell him what things are necessary to have for a successful ministry:
a. the minister’s resources 

i. one can only be a minister if the head of the Church, Jesus Christ himself, bestows this responsibility upon him

ii. God’s grace – refers to all that God will continue to provide us with to continue in the ministry; His power, His wisdom…we must have supernatural help.
b. the minister’s methods

i. construction – we must build up and develop holy character in our lives and in the lives of our people; our goal is to build up the saints, and we do that through the ministry of the Word

ii. demonstration – we must demonstrate godliness in our lives, we must give people an example to follow (1:8, 2:22-23)
c. the minister’s (any leader in the church: male or female) work

i. he must know the Scripture – he must know it because that is what God uses to build up people (eventually the putt-putt outings and trips to the mall are going to run their course); further, we must know it because it is what God uses to build us up.
ii. to proclaim the Word – (4:1-2) this is not the totality of the ministry, but it is the most important part of the ministry 
d. applications (or principles)
i. It is the proclamation of the Word that will keep the Church secure. The Word of God is our most important resource. 
ii. The Church must give attention, not only to correct doctrine, but also to correct living. Let us not make the mistake of divorcing doctrine from practice—our practice has got to be rooted in doctrine. 

iii. We must be faithful to the truth, we must guard the truth and we must pass the truth onto others. 
III. Purpose

a. Paul charges Timothy with various duties in the ministry in order to urge him to remain faithful in the face of hardship so that he would receive a full reward at the Judgment Seat. 
IV. Leadership images in 2 Timothy (7)
a. Teacher (2:2). The fact that this is the first image given, it is the most important. Not that the others are dispensable, but this is the most important.
i. Three observations

1. The Christian leader must be a diligent student of the Bible (indicated by “the things which you have heard from me,” Timothy learned from Paul). We can constantly be learning something from everyone. My mentality when I read is as if I am sitting in front of them trying to get whatever I can from them.
2. Diligence as a student qualifies us to be a teacher. Timothy is not to develop some new doctrine or some clever new ideas. He was to transmit the doctrine he had received from Paul. (see Lenske). “the same commit thou”
a. “commit” – a precious treasure being deposited to the trust of someone else 

3. Purpose: that they may teach others also. He was to multiply other teaches in the church. There is a sense in which the teacher is important and another sense in which the teacher is nothing. It is the people who receive what we teach them, they are the hope. This is what is so exciting about our ministry in the church. 
b. Soldier (2:3-4). 
i. A few Observations

1. This image assumes that the Christian leader is ready and has an attitude of readiness for hardship. That’s just the assumption. See Kelly and Plummer.
2. The position of a soldier demands detachment from anything that would hinder his obedience. 

a. “no man that warreth” – literally, “no one soldiering”; the picture is not of a soldier on furlough; he is on active duty; we have the be brutally honest with ourselves: what honestly hinders me? what tends to preoccupy me? and this will differ from person to person. This is why we have to careful when we talk about standards relating to these things. 
b. We need to be focused on one thing. And the thing we must be focused on, of course, is our understanding of the Scripture. If that is our focus, then we need to somehow make plans for it. Dr. H has books stationed at places wherever he know he’ll be: car, trunk of car, bedside, living room. We can learn so much in idle time. We need to focus on something and that will help us. 
c. Athlete (2:5). 

i. The stress that Paul is making here is primarily that of self-discipline. The contestants of the ancient games underwent rigorous self-discipline. Paul is making the same analogy here.

1. Two main points of this image

a. self-discipline

b. motivation for future reward

i. Those in the games disciplined themselves in the games because of something they were going to get. 
d. Farmer (2:6). 

i. “husbandman, farmer” – literally a tiller of the soil; Paul’s appeal to farming emphasizes hard work. 

ii. “laboureth”

1. idea of toiling to the point of exhaustion 

2. A farmer does not sit under a tree and wait for the fruit to fall down into his hands. He has to work extremely hard.

iii. af

1. The very nature of the work of a farmer is that he is providing for others. But if he does not profit from what he is growing, he is not doing his full job. As we study the Word, we must nourish ourselves first before nourishing the flock. Who pastors the Pastor? Much of that is the pastor himself. 
e. Workman (3:16).
i. This occurs in the context of false teaching in the community. If the false teaching is to be checked then the minister must be a workman.

ii. Some observations 
1. The occupation that Paul has in mind is not entirely certain. The basic meaning of “workman” is “one who works for hire.” The real idea of the word is that he is working under the direction of someone else, which will carry with the point that his work is going to be inspected. 

a. The emphasis is not necc. on the type of work ,but that he should be diligent because his work will be inspect. 

b. He is to have diligence to show himself approved, and this involves study.

2. The aim is to be approved. 

a. The adjective used here has the sense of “Since I’ve done a good job, done my best, I don’t care that I will be inspected.” We must be conscious that our work is under God’s inspection. We should be working with
3. “rightly dividing” – has the idea of handling accurately the Scripture

a. means cutting straight; could be used of a mason cutting a straight edge on stone or farmer plowing a row or priest dissecting an animal for sacrifice

b. used only here in the N.T.

c. twice in the LXX: Prov. 3:6, 11:5

d. Seems that the focus of the point is on “rightly” – that the Word is handled in a fair and correct way. Any deceitful use of the Scripture will result in divine judgment. 
f. Vessel (2:21). 

i. The stress here is on the character qualifications of the leader. His character qualifications would then have to do with his usefulness to God. Is not our goal to be usable?
ii. Paul says three things about being usable

1. We must be sanctified (set apart, fully consecrated to the work of the Lord). 

2. We must be “meet for the Master’s use.” 

a. “meet” means easily used

3. We must be “prepared.”

a. means to be ready, fully equipped; we are ready so as to take advantage of every opportunity. 
g. Slave (2:24-25). 

i. “servant”
1. The word for bondservant and has to do with a lowly, humble status. 

ii. He explains how a slave will reveal this quality in his conduct
1. Negatively

a. He must not be quarrelsome, he must not strive, he must not be characterized as one who likes to fight; he should be seen as one who wants to be at peace with those he ministers

2. Positively

a. He is to be “gentle”, “apt to teach”, “patient” (a patience under injury, be patient when he is wrong), “meekness”
Expositional Outline

I. Salutation—1:1-2 

a. Two differences from 1 Timothy’s salutation 

i. “by the will of God”

1. When friends desert us or oppose us, this is what we will need to fall back on. Paul was falling back on this. 

ii. “called according to the promise of life”

1. “In harmony with” the promise of life. He expects he is going to be executed. He is reminding himself that he has tried to fulfill his calling with all his heart, and he is resting on the faithfulness of God and that Paul would soon be experiencing the culmination of the spiritual life he’s been laying hold of all this time. 

iii. “beloved son”

1. Indicates his affection for Timothy.
II. Thanksgiving for faithful workers to strengthen Timothy’s resolve to be unashamed of the gospel—1:3-18
a. Paul thanks God for Timothy’s past faithfulness to encourage him to continue being faithful—1:3-7

i. v.7 seems to indicate that Timothy was being tempted to defect from Paul as many other workers had. He is reminding him of what spirit he was given. 
b. Paul charges Timothy to be faithful and unashamed so as to guard the deposit of the Gospel—1:8-14 
i. All this is said in view with what was just said in v.7. 

ii. Notice in verse 9-11 how Paul gives an expanded description of the Gospel (cf. Rom. 1:16). This is very important. In Rom. 1:16 is he answering how Paul has so much zeal and desire to preach the Gospel. Reason: he understands what the gospel is. Quite often we try to give people zeal for gospel by giving them some clever technique or seminar, but essentially if we understand how glorious the gospel is, that is going to lead us not being ashamed of it. This is what Paul is saying here. He is pressing on Timothy to understand the gospel.
c. Paul provides Timothy with examples of faithful and unfaithful service to impress upon him his need for faithfulness—1:15-18 
i. Acc. to v.15, Christians in the providence of Asia had thoroughly ran away from him.
ii. Example of the unfaithful:

1. Phygellus 

2. Hermogenes 
iii. Example of the faithful:
1. Onesiphorus (which means “help bringer”)and his household 
2. In Matt. 5 Jesus is giving a character quality and a future reward (in Dr. H opinion). This reward will experienced in the kingdom. The more we develop the character trait, the greater we receive that reward. 
3. “mercy” 
a. Three views

i. RC view. We earn His mercy.

ii. Popular view. We show mercy because Christ has shown mercy to us.

iii. Dr. H. Paul is envisioning a scene where people were turning away from him; the exception was this one person and his household. Paul wants to give mercy (v.16) but he cannot because jail. So he prays that Christ give it to him “in that day,” in the eschaton, the Day of Judgment. 
III. Paul charges Timothy to remain strong in the service of Christ in order to encourage him to persevere and remain serving faithfully in his duties as a minister—2:1-26
a. A charge to remain strong and explanation of specific responsibilities—2:1-13
i. A general charge to remain strong—2:1

ii. Specific responsibilities—2:7

1. pass the message on to faithful men—2:2

2. endure hardship—2:3-6

a. the soldier—3-4

b. the athlete—5

i. “lawfully” – according to the rules; “In your ministry there are certain guidelines I (Paul)  have laid down; you will not be crowned at the Day of Judgment if you do not conduct your ministry according to these rules.”
ii. To ideas in Paul’s mind

1. Training. The athletes had to take an oath when they got to the games to say that they had not broken their training stipulations. 
2. Actual battle or contest. He would also observe the rules of his event. Normally they would swear over the entrails of a boar (Drees, “Olympia”).
iii. He is emphasizing the training, the self-discipline required in the faith. Further, he must also carry out his task according to the rules.  In 1 Cor. 9:27, Paul speaks of being a “castaway”—disqualified. If he had broken the rules, he would not be rewarded—he would not be crowned. 
c. the farmer—6

3. meditate on these things—7
iii. The examples of Jesus and Paul—2:8-10
1. Jesus

a. Parallels with Heb. 12:2. I would posit this interpretation of Heb. 12:2
i. “for” – Jesus who instead of the joy that was set before him endured the cross. This would most likely be a ref. to his earthly ministry. On several occasions, he was given the opportunity of deviating from this plan, this course of coming to death, suffering and to die (the Devil in the desert, Peter). He could have taken the easy way out, “the joy set before him”, he endured. Timothy could take the easy way out, defect and that would be a comfortable way to do it. 
iv. A popular saying consisting of four couplets to remind Timothy to endure hardship and remain faithful—2:11-13
*Two negative and two are positive and each one is describing something that is real, a true action.
1. The first couplet notes the believer’s death/resurrection with Christ to newness of life to provide comfort from his position—2:11

2. The second couplet notes that if the believer endures the temptation to turn away he will one day reign with Christ—2:12a
a. A few passages that will help to understand.

i. Matt. 10:32-33. Beginning in v.24 he is warning them that in light of the persecution they may withdraw from giving proper testimony of Christ. So he is saying “if you are faithful to the mission and continue to confess and preach me I will confess you before my Father; if you don’t, I will not confess you before my Father.” This is a reward of special recognition at the Day of Judgment.
ii. Rev. 2:26-27. There are degrees of reigning with Christ. The “overcomer” is a special class of Christian. There is loaded athletic baggage in this terminology. Jesus is referring to a few passages:
1. Dan. 7; Ps. 2; Rev. 5 (the N.T. version of Dan. 7) “scroll” is the titledeed of the earth, not the same as in ch. 6.

2. Jesus is promising here, that every Christian that overcomes will be given the privilege of ruling with him. Every Christian will be in the reign, but not every Christian will have the glory of reigning in the same sense. 
b. This is overcoming any hardship in your life. Those who suffer most and endure most will be rewarded most. God is just and fair. 
3. The third couplet notes that if the believer disowns Christ by not faithfully enduring he would be disowned at the judgment seat—2:12b

a. This is the idea of recognition at the judgment seat. 
4. The fourth couplet notes that even if the believer is unfaithful to God, God would remain faithful in saving them—2:13 

a. Even if we fail the Lord, He is not going to assign us to perdition…because that is what he has promised. He has not promised to indiscriminately give out his rewards, but has to save us. 
b. Support

i. There is nothing in the context really that would argue that these are non-believers. 
ii. He uses the pronouns “we” and “us,” and without explanation, one would assume he was talking about himself and others in the church.

iii. Paul makes several ref. to the judgment seat (1:12, 18; 4:8).
iv. The whole epistle is an exhortation to faithfulness in light of that judgment.

v. From what we’ve seen 1 Cor. 9 and 2 Tim 2:5, that he, himself could be disqualified from reward.
vi. All of the couplets are first class conditions, which means they are describing things that are real and not things that hypothetical. 
b. A charge to remain faithful—2:14-26

i. Faithfulness in public ministry—2:14-21

1. “canker” – refers to gang-green; or a sore that eats the flesh 

2. v.17—is too petty to see this as referring to amillennialism 

ii. Faithfulness in conduct—2:22-26
IV. Paul charges Timothy concerning the last days so the he would know the characteristics of this period and his duties in it to help him to faithfully endure—3:1-4:8
a. The characteristics of the last days—3:1-9

i. a description—1-7

1. main ones (2-4)

a. “lovers of their own selves”

i. self-centered, narcissistic 

b. lovers of money 

c. boasters of their own importance 

d. arrogant attitude 

e. abusive

f. unresponsive to parental discipline

g. “unthankful”

h. unappreciative 

i. “unholy”

i. stresses impurity

j. “without natural affection”

i. being hateful and callous

k. “truce-breakers”

l. “false accusers”

m. “incontinent”

i. no slef-control

n. “fierce”

i. brutal, uncivilized

o. “despisers of 

i. antagonistic towards righteousness
p. “traders”

i. marked by betrayal

q. “heady”

i. headstrong 

r. “highminded”

i. self-deluded

s. “lovers of pleasure”

i. more devoted to pleasure than they are to God

t. v.6 refers to false teachers just mentioned

i. “silly woman” – childish women dominated with sins; women were more susceptible to false doctrine because of their social position
2. a negative illustration—8-9

a. Jannes and Jambres. These two names are not mentioned in the O.T., but was preserved in Jewish tradition. These two were able to stay with Moses for awhile, but eventually were shown for what they were. The same will happen with these false teachers. 
b. The safeguards in the last days to help avoid apostasy—3:10-17
i. Paul’s example—3:10-13

ii. his godly heritage—3:14-15

iii. the Scripture—3:16-17

1. this is  very important safeguard 
2. four uses
a. “doctrine”

b. “reproof” – for those who deviate from the truth, the idea is conviction

c. “correction” – bring correction from what has been deviated

d. “instruction” – training or guidance in the Scripture 

(see excursus, “4 Issues Related To 3:16”)

3. Anyone who feels they do not need these safeguards have already been duped. 

c. The responsibility in the last days—4:1-5
i. the seriousness—4:1

1. He is reminding Timothy that God is watching him, he is conducting his ministry in the sight of God. 

2. Further, Jesus Christ is coming back in judgment; Timothy’s ministry will be evaluated. 

3. “and his kingdom” 

a. still a future thing 

ii. the content—4:2

1. Preach the Word. Don’t share it, preach it. We are proclaiming divine truth. 
2. Five imperatives

a. “preach”

b. “be instant” – be diligent

c. “reprove”

d. “rebuke”

e. “exhort”

iii. the method—4:3

iv. the reason—4:4

v. the reminders—4:5 

1. Four more imperatives

a. “watch” – stay awake

b. “endure”

c. “do”

d. “make” 

d. The need for the faithfulness in the last days is due to his near death—4:6-8

i. he was close to death—6 

1. Two euphemisms 

a. “ready to be offered”

i. ref. to the drink offering in the O.T. 
ii. lit. “offer” has the idea of being poured out 
iii. his life has been a gradual ebbing away of the time that he has and the pitched is almost empty, almost all poured out

b. a traveler’s departure 

i. this word was used of a traveler leaving one country to another; or a people that would break up camp and leave; Phil. 1—to depart and be with Christ; Luke 9—records Christ being heard talking of his exodus; Jesus was picturing his time on earth as a time of bondage because he was confined in a non-glorified body and is away from the Father. This is what Paul is referring to.

ii. a review of his life—7

1. Three more figures (1st are athletic )
a. a boxer 

b. a runner

c. faithful steward
i. “kept” = guarded  
iii. an anticipation of reward—8 
1. “crown of righteousness” 

a. Victor’s crown given to the athlete who won the event
b. What is the connection between righteousness and loving his appearing?
i. only those who behave righteously are looking forward to Christ coming back
2. Three Criteria for Judgment 

a. Our deeds. What we do.
b. Our motives. Why we do it. Someone could do the wrong deed out of a right motive. But on the other hand, but doing the right thing with the wrong motive is wrong
c. Faithfulness. The emphasis of this letter.
V. Concluding instructions and information—4:9-22

a. Enemies and friends—4:9-15
i. v.9 – Paul knew he did not have long and he wanted to see Timothy.

ii. The method in which Paul died (see “Life and Epistles of Paul” by Bear)
iii. vs.11-13 – Paul indicates that Luke was evidently his only companion at this point
iv. parchments – copies of the O.T. (see Heibert and Earl)
b. A hearing in court—4:16-18 
i. During this hearing witnesses could speak up and testify. In Paul’s case, no one came forward and defended him. No one was willing to stand with him. However, the Lord did not abandon him and the Lord strengthened him.
ii. “lion’s mouth”
1. Two possibilities 
a. Prevented from being thrown to the lions in the coliseum. However, Roman citizens would be thrown to the lions.
b. *Veiled reference to Satan. 
c. Additional greetings, instructions, and benediction—4:19-22
i. v.20—why not heal? 
1. The gift of healing may have ceased. This is possible, but not concrete. 
2. Better, however, is that it was not God’s will.



� End of first class…


� End of second class…


� End of third class…


� End of fourth class…


� End of fifth class…


� End of sixth class…
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