Angelology

I. The problem of "precious moments" theology


Falling into the trap of sentimental theology being trapped into making our own calf out 


of the fool's gold of popular culture

II. Satanology -- Eph 6:10-20


Who is the devil?


What does Paul mean by standing?


What is the shield of faith?


A. Misconceptions about Satan



1. Doesn't exist



2. Depersonalize him -- is force not a person; a what not a who



3. An object of jest -- tail and horns and red suit come in here



4. In charge of the underworld -- many disagree here, seeds of this idea go back 


to middle ages



5. Can be used for our benefit


B. Disadvantages of Satan



1. Is a created being -- foundation of all other problems, disadvantages-- does 



not have the attributes of God



2. He is under God's control -- God is still sovereign



3. He is God's pawn in the chess game of history -- He is using him to 




accomplish His purposes



4. He always loses


C. Advantages



1. A multitude of demons at his disposal



2. Incredible knowledge



3. Diligence




William Grenalt, The Christian in Complete Armour [unabridged version]




Sacred Demonology, Richard Gilpin


D. The spiritual warfare movement



1. The players [4]




a. Charismatic movement -- believe that at salvation one receives the 




baptism in the Holy Spirit subsequent to salvation [a second 




baptism] normally later on, when it occurs we are given new 




spiritual awarnesses -- exorcisms, talking to demons etc




b. Restorationists -- [5-fold ministry] appeal to Eph 4 and the 5 gifted 




people there.  Argue that God is restoring all those offices again 




and that Christ cannot return until the church has become this 




large jugernaut and operating at this powerful level




c. Signs and wonders movement [vinyard and 3rd wave movement] -- 




argue that the 1st wave was rise of pentacostalism at beginning 




of 20th century, 2nd wave was charasmatic movement which 




began in 60's, and 3rd wave was in the 70's when these 





charasmatic ideas began to infiltrate mainline denominations





* buzz word is power -- power healing, power encounters, 





power signs -- goes back to Elijah at Mt Carmel: a 





spiritual shootout at the O.K. Corral




d. Evangelicalism 




2. The emphasis




a. Deliverence




b. Key is deliverence from the demonic



3. Examples of deliverence




a. in evangelism [power evangelism, deliverence evangelism]





* demons can hold control of a geographical area and can hold 





people from coming to Christ -- signs: prostitution, 





drugs, violence, etc -- can be exorcised by prayer 





worship and praise
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b. Sanctification





* a spiritual problem which you cannot get victory over is not 





your problem, but rather because a spirit has claimed 





squater's rights in that area of your life.  They have 





claimed the power over you in that area -- not demon 





possession, rather, demon control.  You can be 






controlled by a demon in certain pockets of your life.  





Comes as a result of habitual sin, or demon worship in 





your life or the life of a relative



4. A critique




a. Suspicions





1. Any movement that does not have its roots or precedent in 





orthodox historic Christianity





2. The central passage does not even deal with this





3. There is very little exegetical support for this, so it rests 





heavily on experience




b. Territorial demons





1. Not mentioned at all in the 3 listings of the  Great Commission





2. Not mentioned in Acts 1





3. Not done on the day of Pentecost -- all Peter did was preach 





the Gospel





4. Not mentioned in any of the churches of Revelation 2 and 3




c. Deliverance from sin -- cannot break the power of a specific sin by 





normal means





1. Means we can literally said that the Devil made me do it





2. There is not one example in Scripture where Jesus or any 





Apostle dealt with a moral problem by casting out 





demons




d. Rebuking and binding demons





1. Based on misinterpreted Scripture -- Matt. 12





2. Matt 16 and 18 -- whatever is bound on earth shall be bound 





in heaven -- binding and loosing in 16 Peter is given a 





millennial promise about his coming authority and in 18 





is about the church having the power to make 






proclamations in power and is in the context of church 





discipline





3. Satan will not be bound until the Kingdom age [not living in 





them today]





4. We are never told in Scripture to talk to demons




e. Jesus and the apostles did it -- why can't we, or there is not Scripture 




to retract it 





1. God works in different ways at different times





2. Faulty logic used -- we should do the same as Jesus and Peter 




until we are told to stop: go fishing to pay taxes


E. Biblical Method



** areas if preparation




1. Realize we are in the battle




2. Realize we are absolutely dependent on Divine strength




3. We must understand our own responsibility for our actions




4. We need to go into battle with all the armor God has provided




5. Understand the purpose of the armor




6. This battle will last our entire lives




7. Understand that this is going to be a major fight




8. Identify the true  enemy




9. Understand how Satan will come at us



** schemes Satan will use




1. To distort the nature of the Christian life




2. Sensationalism -- if we buy into the first lie, we will probably fall into 




this one -- there is a quick fix for the problem




3. The Devils will belittle the Cross -- tells us we have committed a sin 




too big to forgive or too often for God to forgive




4. Counterfeit experience




5. Will persuade us of being shortchanged by living the Christian life




6. The slow approach -- he is not concerned that we fall immediately, 




but that we fall eventually




7. The urgency of putting on the armor -- makes us think it can wait a 




minute



1. Loins girded with truth -- referred to the binding up of the lower parts of the 



robe so that he would not trip over it [Paul refers to the girding as the 



doctrinal truth of the Scripture]



2. Breastplate of righteousness -- a molded piece of metel that would protect the 


trunk of the body [refers to our justified position before God; or, refers 



to practical righteousness: the obedience of the Christian (5:9 refers to 



the works of the Christian, and is a citation of Isa 59 which refers to a 



righteous life of obedience to the Father) ]



3. Feet shod with the Gospel -- military sandle strapped at the ankle with studs 



on the bottom [Paul is talking about evangelism, a readiness (Rom 



10:15) (wrong); or, having such an understanding of the Gospel and our 


peace before God that we will be able to stand when Satan accuses us]



4. Shield of faith --have to develope an ubility to use the shield when necessary




**Grenalt's observations about fiery darts




1. Are swift -- can travel quickly and without warning




2. Fly secretly -- can come from unexpected sources




3. Have an enflaming quality to them 




a. Unbelief will be with us till we die




b. Unbelief is the root of every sin




c. We have to understand what faith is





is only based on what God has clearly stated in the Bible





if not specifically stated, then we must have faith in God's 





character: good, wise, etc.



5. Helmet of salvation




leather cap covered with metal plates to protect his head [salvation is 



broad term: sometimes in the past at justification, sometimes the 



process of sanctification, sometimes future at glorification] here future - 



only other passage which deals with helmet of salvation is in I Thess 5 



and deals with the Hope of Salvation with is the future 



6. Sword of the Spirit




the only offensive weapon we have; a commentary on James 4 - resist 



the Devil and he will flee from you: this is how we repel him when he 



attacks




a. Sword -- the short sword or dagger used in close hand to hand 




combat to hit a weak spot in the armor of the enemy




b. Of the Spirit -- the origin of the sword: comes from the Spirit and will 




thus work




c. Is the Word of God -- rhema (67 x'sin NT) refers to an utterance or 




saying of Scripture, though not always; is then a reference to 




utterences or sayings within the Bible not the fullness of the 




Bible -- the particular dagger needed for the particular attack 




issued



**importance of prayer: that which energizes and makes effective the pieces of armor and the sword which we have already put on

