AMOS
Introduction

I. 
Author


* He was a farmer and a herdsman


* He was from Tekoa


* Very prosperous and influential; 


* He worked with ranching, figs, and shepherding
II.
Date


* During Jereboam II of Israel (793-753)


* King Uzziah of Judah (792-740)


* His ministry probably lasted only a couple of years 

III. Historical Background


* This was a prosperous time in the nation of Israel.

IV. Message and Purpose


Amos presents several messages of judgment on the nations in order to show that God is the sovereign ruler of the universe and of Israel in order to show them that though they were experiencing prosperity they were still in violation of the covenant and would thus be judged yet this judgment would one day be lifted as they experience restoration at the hand of God.

V.  Two distinctive of Amos


* He was not a prophet like others were prophets. he didn’t attend the school of the prophets. He was a layman. He was a farmer


* He lumps Israel with other nations. God is soveriegn over all nations. Doesn’t call God the “God of Israel”

VI. Three principles of Amos


* We see how God governs the nations



- The standard he judges the nations is how they treat other nations



- Privilege brings responsibility; the more someone had, the more they were expected



- The patience of God (Gen. 15:6) he doesn’t judge nations instantly


* Israel becomes a case study for the way God judges and works


* There will be an ultimate restoration of Israel

Exposition

I. Introduction: 1:1-2


vs. 2 – Theme (The Lord roaring like a lion over all the nations)
II. Amos declares that God as sovereign warrior will judge the nations: 1:3-2:16


* He begins with the most remote nations (damascus, Tyre), than those associated with Israel (Edom, Moab), than pounces on Israel itself. This is called “rhetoric of entrapment”.


In this section Amos declares God’s hot judgment on the nations. These declarations follow a three part cycle: 


a) a statement of judgment through the phrase "for three transgressions of…and for four,


 b) a reason for judgment, and 


c) a description of judgment

A. Judgment on the heathen nations- 1:3-



* “three transgression and for four”- means numerous transgression. 3 is complete transgressions and four makes it overflowing. (147, ’90, BibSac)



* a devise which had wood planks and steel spikes. used to separate wheat from the chaff, alluded to in vs. 3



* Judgment on Damascus



* Judgment on Gaze (7,8)- chief city of Philistia; they would capture whole cities and deport them; fulfilled during Macabean period, when Philistines passed out of existence.





* Judgment on Tyre (9,10) Leading city of Phonecia; engaged in slavery; Tyre became slaves to Greece when defeated by Alex the Great





* Judgment on Edom- They were taken over by Arabian tribe in the 4th century


* Judgment on Ammon- descendants of Lot; brutally slaughtered some Israelites in Gilead. God would burn Rabbah, it’s capital city. 



* Judgment on Moab (2:1-3) Because of it’s treatment of a king’s corpse. Burning the body was a dispicable crime. This brings judgment from God. PROOF TEXT FOR CREMATION!



* Judgment on Judah (2:4-5)- judged for failing to live by the Torah; fulfilled in 586 by Nebachunezzer

B. Judgment of the nation of Israel


* five sins of the Northern Kingdom
1. Took advantaqge of needy people (6)

2. Perverted the legal system (7)

3. Fathers and sons having sexual intercourse with the same woman (7)

4. They were not returning garments (8) (Took from poor as colateral)

5. Worshipped other gods (8)

What made these so horrible, is God had been so kind to them


* 3 ways he was kind to the nation of Israel

1. God had driven out the Amorites (9)

2. He had delivered them from slavery in Egypt (10)

3. God raised up prophets and Nazarite (11) (prophets gave God’s word to the nations; Nazarites were dedicated completely to the Lord; these two encouraged people to live for God- yet Israel still sinned


* God’s punishment of Israel (13)

* vs. 15-17 give 7 reactions Israel will have to God’s punishment

+ Three principles of God’s judgment

1. As Sovereign, God holds others with how they treat people

2. God is patient with people, until sin has reached it’s capacity

3. God judges His own people as well as those with whom he has no relationship

III. Amos expands the reasons for God’s judgment through three message in order to show that God is just: 3:1-6:14


A. First message: Israel will be punished because she is in covenant relationship



1.



2.

+ two friends (3), a lion roaring (3:4a), a lion growling (3:4b), a gird falling (3:5a), a trap springing (3:5b), people trembling (3:6a), and a city falling (3:6b); these certainties are first revealed by God (7-8)



3. Israel is condemned for oppression: 3:9-10



4. God promises punishment: 3:11-15



* horns of the alter; in OT, when someone was on the horns of the alter, it was a place of assylum; when God says he will take away these horns, there will be not place for them to go. 


B. Second message: Israel will be punished for breaches of the covenant: 4:1-13

1. economic: 4:1-3



* 
Bashan- luxerious pastures; cows would eat and get fat; so would the woman; 


the term “masters” here is the husband. The women were fat, lazy, and spoiled


* When they are judged, they will be carried away like a butcher takes away meat


2. religious: 4:4-5


3. spiritual: 4:6-11


4. soon judgment: 4:12-13

“prepare to meet thy God” is not a message of grace, but of judgment


C. Third message: Israel will be punished for ethical disobedience: 5:1-6:14

1. a lament: 5:1-3

2. a call to repentance: 5:4-9

3. a list of ethical violation: 5:10-13

4. another call to repent: 5:14-15

5. a description of judgment: 5:16-6:14

IV. Amos records five visions of judgment on those who had spurned his grace: 7:1-9:10
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A. The first vision: locusts—7:1-3



* The first harvest went to the king; the second harvest went to the people. These swarms came right in between the two harvests, which made these so devastating.



* vs. 3- REMEMBER- God’s character never changes; however, sometimes He will change his course of action (based on prayer etc.)


B. The second vision: fire—7:4-6

C. The third vision: the plumb line—7:7-17

· Here the Lord is holding a plumb line (mosaic law; standard of measurement) they are crooked when compared to the plumb line. Amaziah is upset with what Amos is saying. He (AMaziah; false priest) sends word to the king to have him stop prophecying. Remember, Amos was a layman, farmer, that was asked by God to deliver a message. Amos is saying that he doesn’t have to be prophecying to make money; he is doing it because God called him to do it. Pronounces judgment on him.


D. The fourth vision: a basket of summer fruit—8:1-14

· Israel is ripe for judgment; There will be a famine, not only of food, but of the word of the Lord
Excursus #15: interpreting symbols

+what is a symbol?

· The word symbol comes from a Greek term that mean “throwing together”. in other words, it is something that is concrete that will illustrate something that is not. 

+principles for interpretation
1. A symbol will have it’s basis in reality. (Based on literal objects ie. lion, bear, lamb etc.)

2. We must determine what the resemblance is. Often, the Bible will tell us. (Rev. 20:2- Dragon is Satan. Rev. 17- hills are not Rome, they are kingdoms Rev. 8- Sodom and Egypt are Jerusalem

3. Sometimes the text will not tell us. In this case, we must look to other passages, context..

4. Just because we have a symbol in a passage, does not mean everything in the passage is symbolic. (example: Revelation- everything in this book is not symbolic. Chapter 19- God is not coming out with a sword out of his mouth literally, but that doesn’t mean we have to take the 2nd coming symbolically

5. Do not make into a symbol something that is plausible without normal sense.

+some symbols in the Bible


E. The fifth vision: the altar—9:1-10
· Probably the altar in Bethel; This false religion will be crushed in judgment
V.  God declares that Israel will be restored to her exalted position to show that despite 

      judgment he remains faithful to the covenant: 9:11-15


A. Promise to restore the Davidic nation to fulfill its role in the world: 9:11-12
· The tabernacle or tent of David refers to the Davidic dynasty. When this dynasty is functioning properly, it provides protection.
Excursus #16: James' use of 9:11-12 in Acts 15 (3 views)

· Acts 15 deals with the Gentiles. Gentile conclusion within the church is in keeping with what is mentioned by the OT prophets. He is not saying Amos 9:11,12 is being fulfilled in the church. James never says anything about Amos, he is just referring  to what all the prophets are saying. The Gentiles will be blessed in the kingdom as well as the Jews.

B. Promise that the nation will be returned to a state of unprecedented 

         fruitfulness: 9:13-15

· The harvest will be so great, the reapers and harvesters will be running into each other because it is so great (fulfilled during the kingdom)
