ROMANS 1:17


Frank W. Boreham’s book Texts That Made History.  Included the life text’s of:

· David Livingstone: Matthew 28:20- “…and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 
· John Wesley: Zechariah 3:2 -“And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O Stan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire.”

· Martin Luther: Romans 1:17- “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”


Martine Luther was terrified of death because he knew that Christ would one day judge him for his sins. He could find no peace. There is a famous painting that represents Luther during this time in which he searched the Scriptures to find some kind of comfort. 


The setting is early in the morning in the library at Erfurt and the artist shows Luther as a young monk in his early twenties, poring over a copy of the Bible from which a bit of broken chain is hanging. The dawn is stealing through the lattice, illuminating both the open Bible and the face of its eager reader. on the page the young monk is so carefully studying are the words: “The just shall live by faith.”- excerpt from Boice’s Romans.

The story is also told of the “Holy Stairs” which people would ascend on their knees, praying as they went. “The worshiper would bend over and kiss these steps, praying a long time before ascending painfully to the next ones. Remission of years of punishment in purgatory was promised to all who would perform this pious exercise.”


Luther began to climb these stairs and the verse “The just shall live by faith” came through his mind. But he knew he wasn’t living by faith. “By fear,” Luther said. “By faith,” Paul said.


“At last Luther rose in amazement from the steps up which he had been dragging himself and shuddered at his superstition and folly. Now he realized that God had saved him by the righteousness of Christ.”


Later he would nail his “Ninety-Five-Thesis” on the door of the Castle Church at Wittneberg on October 31, 1517.


And we all know his famous words when asked to recant his beliefs in the Bible- “Here I stand. I can do no other. May God help me. Amen.”
