The Argument
I. Isaiah will give pronouncements of judgment to show guilt and need for repentance and pronouncements of restoration to show grace: 1-35

A. 1st series of messages (1-6)

Relationship btwn chapters 1-5—do these describe purpose for/give an introduction to Isaiah’s entire prophecy, or do they entirely precede his call to be a prophet?  That is, is this portion positioned here for literary or chronological purposes?

**Probably literary.  Chapters 1-5 are not likely the first messages he received as prophet or messages before he was called; rather, Isaiah introduces the book with the message of ch. 1-5 to present the problem that the rest of the book will solve.
So that then Isaiah’s call is that which gives the solution to the problem as it directly follows in chapter 6.

1. 1st Message: (1)

-It is presented as a lawsuit/legal dispute.
-It is quite possible that what is described in ch. 1 took place during Feast of Tabernacles.  During this feast, the ppl would be looking for a word of comfort; instead, they get word of rebuke and stern call for repentance.
The possible historic background internationally in chapter 1 is the invasion of Sennacherib.  Sennacherib invaded the land several times.

-Whenever we study OT passages, we must understand there are 4 types of ppl being addressed.  (This is a theocracy—the “ppl of God” is a reference to those under the Mosaic law.  Under the Mosaic Law there are both believers and unbelievers.  Both are obligated to keep the Mosaic Law, and if one did not, then he would receive discipline.  If sufficient disobedience occurs within the nation, the entire nation is punished; and if sufficient obedience, then the entire nation is blessed.)

-The 4 types of ppl addressed/Audience:  1)  true believers walking with God (a minority in Isaiah); 2)  believers not walking with God; 3)  unbelievers trying to live by the Mosaic Law; 4)  unbelievers unconcerned with keeping the Mosaic Law.

a. the heading: 1—the dating of these four kings @790-686 BC
b. the accusation (1st): 2-9—

v. 2—all accused.  God of {Heaven and Earth}(a merism) is the plaintiff.  Merism=2 opposite extremes presented to show the whole that lay in btwn.  Everything in creation is called to witness.

Rebelled=political or military rebellion—the pt is open/willful rebellion. 

v. 3—use of animals shows that their rebellion is completely unnatural.  It is only natural that they would not rebel against their master/creator, for even the beasts recognize this.
Woe=a funeral lament; acting out the funeral of the nation before it has even occurred.

v. 4—several expressions for their rebellion of v. 2.  the number of expressions signifies the completeness of their rebellion. 

“Why should ye be stricken anymore?”/why beaten still?—they are masochists, so obsessed with their sin that they return to be beaten/remain in a situation that requires they be beaten still
v. 6—the land also beaten and not bound up.  God is beating up the nation.  Normally ppl would squeeze the poison out of a wound and would wrap it and pour oil on it, but these were doing none of that.

You are “sick”—same word for “sick” that is used for the sickness of the ppl that the Servant bears in ch. 53

v. 7-8—stresses the theme of devastation.  

“daughter of Zion”—appositional genitive—Zion shows precisely which daughter is in view.  Daughter shows helplessness/vulnerability to enemy.

“Lord of Hosts”=Lord of armies. (literally)—He has at His disposal any powers which He chooses to bring against His ppl.

If God does not punish them, He will have to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah—that is how much they deserve this punishment.

(Unsaid Excurses--Understanding figures of Speech—interpreting scripture includes interpreting figures of speech.—Reference:  Bullinger, Figures of Speech Used in the Bible; ed. Roy Zuck, Rightly Divided; Basic Bible Interp; Ramm, Protestant Biblical Interpretation)

c. sinful ritual: 10-15—options:  they can either continue in sin or turn to repentance
v. 10—builds on simile in v. 9—addresses the leaders of Jerusalem as if residents of ancient Sodom and Gomorrah (S and G)—the sarcasm is appropriate.  Apart from mercy, Jerusalem would have been as S and G.  Hypocatastisis=comparison made by direct naming.  His pt is not that they were homosexual, but that they were consumed with self-gratification and perversions.

v. 11—unprofitable offerings.  Erotesis=a rhetorical question:  “To what purpose?....”
“I am full”—alludes to practice of sacrifice in Ancient Near East—altars were conceived of as deity’s table.  They would pile up the sacrifice to fill the deity’s table with food.  But that is not the problem that God is having—He is full, but He doesn’t delight in this.  The piling up of sacrifice/food for Him is disgusting to Him.
“tread my courts”—stampeding.

v. 13—oblations/offerings/gifts—their incense is an abomination.  Incense in itself is not an abomination.  He is using Metonomy=one word is substituted for another.  Thus, “incense”=their prayers.

v. 14—new moons/feasts—His soul hateth.  Hate=to reject and to dislike.  That His soul hateth means the emotion comes from deep within God’s being.

v. 15—God will hide/close His eyes to their prayers—hands full of blood=not sacrificial blood, but treatment of the poor (oppression). 
Feasts/gatherings—not only worthless, but sinful.

d. What God wants: 16-20
God calls them to repentance—this is not emotion. (though it may include emotion).  It is concrete action.  Isaiah gives 9 things ppl must do to repent rightly. (Ignorance of this is why most ppl fail to overcome sins.  There must be specific action taken against the sin.)

v. 18—this is how forgiveness will be enacted.  Traditionally translated “come now and let us reason together”—but to say, “come and let us settle this dispute” brings it into context of the legal dispute. 

“Scarlet”—“if we can settle this, those sins as scarlet…”—a brilliant red dye (the whore of Revelation is in purple and scarlet)—why use scarlet?  Refers to bloodshed?  A wild, passionate, tempestuous life?  Scarlet means conspicuous and obvious, whatever other nuance it may have.

Wool and Snow—idea is of cleansing, but also soft and fresh.  The emotional overtones soothe the violence up to this pt.

v. 20—call for change and options—it presents a summary.  If they obey; they eat of the good of the land.  (Literal, active eating.)  If they do not obey, they are to be eaten.  (Not literal.  Passive.)  This is brilliant word picture.  They have active choice to obey and eat, or to disobey and be eaten (passive).

e. The Leaders

v. 21—Watering down—moral degeneration.  Leaders of Jerusalem have cheapened themselves through social injustices.
Social and economic injustice—land in the OT theocracy very important.  Mosaic Law gave specifics on how it was to be divided.  Religious leaders were overtaxing ppl.  Bribery was common.  Those vulnerable (mostly widows and orphans) were being driven off of land and balance of Mosaic Law was being disturbed.

v. 24—This deeply offends God.  God hates the sinner, not just the sin.  God calls them His enemies. (God can love and hate us at the same time.  Jonathan Edwards on Zechariah—preached that God hates you—imagine that on a church marquee!)
v. 25—He will turn His hand against them and purge their dross by the great adversity He would put His ppl through.  This final purification has not yet been completed though His ppl have been judged.

v. 26—I will restore thy judges as at the first.  That didn’t occur at Christ’s first coming,so this has to be a reference to the second coming of Christ.  So here Isaiah is jumping even farther into the future with this prophecy. 
(Excurses 1:  The Government of the Kingdom; Excurses 2:  Interpreting Prophecy; Excurses 3: 10 Steps to Messianic Age)

2. The second message: 2:1-4:6
a. the heading: 1

b. the glorious future: 2-5—“it shall come to pass in the last days”—in the end of the days.  Technically this refers to the final pd of history—a distant time from Isaiah’s perspective.  Must be after Christ’s 2nd coming bc of conditions given.

“chief of mountains”=Mt. Zion—Jerusalem will be elevated in prominence over all other cities of the world at Messiah’s return.  Mountain in prophetic lit. refers to a kingdom.  At least, Jerusalem will be the most highly exalted in the Kingdom Age.  Beyond that, this could also mean a literal mountain will arise, higher than all others, upon which will sit Millennial Jerusalem and a new temple. (alternative to view it is suspended btwn Heaven and Earth.)

In Canaanite myth, mountains were considered to be the homes of their gods.  The mountain home of the Messiah will be this mountain in Jerusalem.  In the text, Isaiah talks about the Lord’s house.  Technically, the entire earth belongs to Him, but His house is the immediate residence of His glory.  It is impossible for a stream to flow uphill—but the nations shall flow into it—a spiritual magnetism will be at work that defies nature.  They do this to learn of His ways—how they should live in His Kingdom.  They go to Him voluntarily.  Something makes them hungry to worship Israel’s God.  He will teach them to obey Him.  They come to receive what they cannot receive elsewhere:  the actual word of God (“the law”)

As the Lord reigns, the world will be transformed.  “Judge”=to decide issues.  “Rebuke”=to arbitrate or settle disputes.

Weapons of warfare will be turned into gardening tools.  War is obliterated.  No weapons, no training camps, etc.

Summary:  IN the last days (the Kingdom), the world will recognize that the God of Israel is the only God.  The entire world will make a pilgrimage to Him.  Yahweh’s law will go forth from His capital city, His mountain home, in Jerusalem.

(Excurses 4:  Israel in the Kingdom)

c. the inglorious present: dependence on ppl instead of God: 2:6-9
1) the cause:  Pride—looked to fortune-tellers, Gentile practices, became as “uncircumcised Gentiles”—specifically Philistines, began to worship these things. Therefore, “forgive them not.”—an idiom meaning, “for sure, You will not forgive them.”—Isaiah is not telling God not to forgive them.

2) The effect:  Humiliation—proud/lofty will try to hide themselves at day of reckoning.  Having boasted of their earthy resources, now these are the only thing to which they can turn.  It is not wrong to use fear in preaching and teaching—“the only way to run from God is to run to Him.”—Young.  It is not just in this time that man will be humiliated—this is always an effect of judgment.  “cedar” and “oaks”—known for size and prominence.  Symbolic of these prideful ppl.  “Ships of Tarshish”—either built in Tarshish, or so large and powerful that they were capable of sailing to that distant port.  “Idols will be abolished, cast into holes and caves”—in judgment day, idols will be so useless to these ppl, they will cast them into holes and caves. “shaken”=shaking out of dread.  From Martin’s Comm, pp. 1039—in this section there is interplay btwn judgment of Assyrian and Babylonian captivities and that which will come on Israel and world in end judgment.  They had no idea of this great time span in btwn—but the passage looked ahead to cataclysmic judgment at end of history.  Yes, some of these things occurred then, but the ultimate is yet to come.
(Excurses 5:  Prophetic Gaps)

3) Judgment in the present: 3:1-4:1—dearth of necessities:  “stay and staff”—masc. and fem. Forms of the same Hebrew word—indicates that every type of support will be removed.  “stay of bread and water”—famine and lack of all that is essential.—dearth of leaders:  Israelites depended on leaders, but God was going to remove leading men from political and military speheres.  He would give children (lit. “boys”) and babes shall rule them.  That is, ppl without experience and possibly capriciousness/unpredictability and with that, thoughtless cruelty.  Wicked and oppressive ruler.  It will be so bad that anyone with a jacket will be though worthy of leadership, but they will not desire to lead.

4) Judgment on haughty women: 3:16-4:1—female citizens prominent.  Marked by pride—“outstretched neck”, and hold heads high so jewelry may be seen.  They do these things to be sexually attractive.  God would humble them by making their hair fall out and give them scabs on their foreheads.  21 personal decorations:  symbols of their haughtiness though not sinful in themselves.  In v. 25—goes on to talking of “mother”—the city.  The men shall fall.  Calvin’s Comm stresses the “aloneness” at this time.  A dejected woman under a palm tree with soldier before her—picture bears inscription “Jerusalem alone.”  The women in this day will be desperate for male companionship.  7-1 ration bc so many men have been killed in battle.  Women will be willing to then beg and plead to be with a men—no longer a need for those 21 ornaments, such is the desperation of that time.
d. The remnant preserved: 4:2-6—“in that day”—the day where culmination of judgment comes…. “shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful.”
Branch of the Lord (Views):


-the Messiah?



-in passages where Messiah is branch, the text clearly 

indicates that a person is in view, but not in this case.

-“branch” in OT normally refers to vegetation—notice that this is the case here.





-branch here is most likely Agricultural Productivity.***




       “He who is left in Zion/remaineth in Jerusalem” shall be called holy—

all who are written down for life in Jerusalem.
These are those who have escaped.

When the Lord shall have washed away the filth.  “Filth”=vomit and fecal matter.  That is how God sees the jewelry they wear bc of their motives/bc of what they represent.  God will cleanse them of this.
The Lord will create a cloud and smoke…--reminiscent of OT wilderness wanderings, a similar covering will protect remnant that has been cleansed.  

The “defense”=canopy.  This is used in Ps. 19:6 and Joel 2:16 as the marriage chamber.  The privacy and intimacy of bride and bridegroom.  There will be an intimacy and perfect protection that God gives His ppl.
(Excurses 6:  the Remnant)

3. the third message:  5:1-30
a. Jerusalem as vineyard: 1-7—Isaiah lures his listeners in with a sweet song (a folk song) and then pounds him with judgment.  He sings the song for his “good friend” of his good friend’s vineyard.  He paints a picture of a man cultivating his relationship with his wife and that relationship turns out to be a disappointment.  The man double-fences his vineyard.  He also builds a watchtower (not a hut, which is temporary) to watch over vineyard.  He builds a winepress/wine vat for storage.  He cuts it into a rock for permanency.  He wants to enjoy his wife.  But this relationship disappoints him; he doesn’t see the fruit of his labors.  In v.2—brings forth “wild grapes”=stink fruit.  Isaiah asks the listeners what more could the man have done to get a good crop.  And the answer, of course, is “NOTHING.”  He did everything that could be done.  Well, bc of what happened, the man was going to stop working with it.  He would actually aid in destruction.  Then Isaiah shocks the audience by identifying the characters.  The good friend=Yahwah; the wife/vineyard=Israel; The unresponsive plants=Judahites.  God looked for good fruit=justice, righteousness, right relationships.  Instead of the good fruit, it produced bad fruit=oppression, violence

b. Production of bad fruits:  The 6 Blights (set off by “woe”= a term of lament.  Notice the parallelism of 1st blight in v. 8 and last blight in v. 23—begins with property acquisition and ends with money acquisition.  The inclusio shows what the problem is.)  The 6 Blights:
1) Greed—Amassed large estates unto themselves.  God would judge them by causing families to dwindle.  They had large estates and with no one to inhabit them.  The farmers would have decreased productivity—even if one has much farmland, God still controls the weather and conditions.

2) Pleasure seeking—in Isaiah’s day, this was manifested by drinking too much wine—at a continuous round of parties.  This verse doesn’t necessarily condemn drinking, but the carousing here is symptomatic of the greed of these rich bureaucrats.  Tallionic (sp?) Justice= God would make them thirsty and hungry.  Instead of pleasure-seekers opening mouth to drink wine, Hell opened her mouth to consume them.  “Sheol”=in OT refers to land of the dead, the “underworld” in the OT worldview.  It is shown as voraciously swallowing her prey.

3) Willful Sinning—ties with sin as cords with which they drew their animals.  Also “cart ropes” which were even stronger.  This is an addiction.  The sin is an over-loaded, heavy wagon, but they are so willfully given to it that they drag it behind them, even though it costs them everything to be addicted to this.

4) Perversity (v.20)—called “evil” what God called “good.”

5) Conceit(v. 21)—thought they were wiser than Yahweh.

6) Corrupt Values (v. 22-23)—glorified heavy drinkers, and thought it clever to hurt others.

c. Judgment bc of this fruit:  24-30
Isaiah assured them that God would act speedily—a consuming fire, and an internal disease which would decimate them.

v. 25—some judgment had already come, but God is moving the hedge, breaking down a wall bc there is more judgment ahead.

v. 26—the ppl concluded that bc God had not destroyed them, that He was not going to—but Isaiah said He would lift an “ensign”=flag and a “hiss”=whistle—that’s all God has to do to get the armies of the world to come like hungry lions upon Judah. 

v. 30—when these foreign powers come, their strength irresistible like waves on shore—Israel couldn’t look to land bc it was dark and stormy and also couldn’t look to see

this seems to look to the Assyrian possession of the land in 730 BC—(ironically, at this time, Roman empire was also formed which would later scourge Judah.)

4. the 4th message:  6:1-13
Introductory comments:  The messages of ch. 1-5 are introductory to the rest of the book.  Motyer, pp. 75.  The call of Isaiah is the answer to the problem intro in ch. 1-5.  Ch. 6 also provides example for how Israel can be what they are meant to be—a vision of God and a cleansing. 

If our chronology is correct, this occurs @742 BC, the death of Uzziah.  Uzziah was, generally speaking, a good king.  He would be followed by a wicked king, and the ppl were concerned about what would follow.  

Isaiah is just going about his normal business around time of Uzziah’s death when suddenly he sees a blinding light and into the inner sanctum.  The king is dead, but now he sees the King of Kings.  And he would never be the same.
a. the heading:  1—six comments:

1. “saw”—ordinary word for just seeing something.  Isaiah is very much awake and alert to what is happening.

2. John 1:18—no one has ever seen God.  No one can see God bc God is spirit/invisible.  However in His condescension, He will sometimes clothe Himself so that He may be seen—likely this is the 2nd deity, Christ bc He says it is Him.

3. The object of the sight is the “Lord”=adonai—master/sovereign/lord/etc.

4. His is “sitting”—but if God has no body, how can He sit?  It means God is ruling as King over all things.

5. He is “high and lifted up”=His absolute Lordship

6. His train filled the temple—speaks of the all-pervasiveness of His glory and kingship.

b. The vision: 2-4

v. 2—the seraphim—an order of angelic being.  Seraph=”burning one”—sometimes in OT, the word is translated “snake”—maybe bc of the flying—the darting motion.  Their wings—covered face with two bc they recognize that they are of a different order than is the Lord.  They cover their feet with two.  Feet could refer to another part of body like the genitals.  Or may cover actual feet.  Call out to eachother ascribing holiness to God.  The praise is so powerful that it shakes the Heavenly temple.  Smoke—suggests God’s power to consume.

“Holy, holy, holy”—God is separate and transcendent.  

(Excurses 7:  The Meaning of Holy)
c. The reaction to the vision: 5—UNDONE>  Isaiah and the nation are not fit to be before God bc of their speech—and Isaiah is of the best of Israel.  Even the best of us is unclean

d. Isaiah is purified:  6-7—the live coal placed on lips—a metonomy—he speaks of that which consumed the sacrifice.  In his humiliation, he receives atonement and forgiveness obtained in the sacrificial system.

e. This follows the preceding sanctification.  We don’t hear God’s voice until we are justified and sanctified.  We have to be on speaking terms with Him to hear His call.  God asks for volunteer.  “send”=authorization and empowerment.  Unless the Lord sends us, we are not authorized, nor do we receive power.  Isaiah’s response:  “Here am I.” –“am” wasn’t there.  Isaiah was saying “Here, me.”  He imperatively requests that God send him.  He understands that he must be sent.  “Who will go for us?”
(Excurses 8:  the Meaning of “Us”)

f. Yahweh commissions Isaiah: 9-13—The message which Isaiah is commissioned to preach is largely a commission of judgment.  This generation had sinned so long that God was going to harden their hearts.  If ppl live under influence of scripture and reject its message, God will give them up.  (Rom. 1; Heb. 3)  There is a point of judicial rejection.  We do not know when that point is.  We can’t see it when it happens.  In v. 10 is the puzzling part of commission—it almost sounds as if Isaiah and God don’t want Israel to respond.  But the phrases in v. 10 are ironic and sarcastic.  The imperatives anticipate the actual response that is to come.  “Go ahead and do it…”—we say this to ppl too; its not unusual. Divine Hardening—it is a means of judgment.  God can judge any way He chooses to judge.  “Hard”=literally means heavy.  Metaphorically refers to someone unresponsive, insensitive.  God doesn’t judge innocent ppl.  This is judgment for sin.  There is no doubt that there is a sin problem in Israel.  They are already hardened against Him.  Isaiah is concerned and he asks God how long he should preach.  God says until His judgment is finished.
B. 2nd series of Messages: 7:1-12:6
1. 1st message: 7:1-25

Introductory comments:  the theological problem:  would Israel trust in God or in foreign powers?  This decision was a matter of faith.  Which was more powerful?  God or the powerful nations?  If you trust in the nations, you will be destroyed; but, if you trust in me, you will receive abundant blessing.

This section gives us the historical setting of this theological problem.

Historical Setting:  the oracle of ch. 7 is given to King Ahaz.  In this oracle, several national entities introduced.  First, Assyria.  The main city was Ninevah.  When ch. 7 is written Tig III is the king of Assyria @734 BC.  Second, Syria.  The main city of Syria is Damascus.  Third, Ephraim—the Northern state of Israel.  Main city in Samaria.  Forth, Jerusalem—where Ahaz is on the throne.  Syria and Ephraim join in coalition which comes against Ahaz in Jerusalem.  When Ahaz hears of coalition, he seeks support from Tig III of Assyria.  This is a foolish decision costing Ahaz expensive tribute, and it is futile bc Assyria is going to destroy him anyway.  Isaiah tells him the futility of it, and that his only recourse is to trust God.  The pivotal point of the prophecy is the sign that a child will be born.  Before old enough to tell right from wrong (@ 12 years old), the coalition btwn Ephraim and Syria will be destroyed.



(Excurses 9: Assyria)
a. Ahaz/Judah frightened: 1-2

Frightened bc of coalition.  “shook with fear.”

b. God’s message to Isaiah: 3-9

v. 3—God tells Isaiah to take his son and meet Ahaz at strategic water source to Jerusalem.  Ahaz is concerned about the water source in case Jerusalem was attacked again—wanted to secure it.  When Isaiah comes with his son, his name shows that he will be a sign.  Name means “remnant.”  Shows necessity of trusting God in order to be part of the remnant.

v. 4-6—Isaiah tells king not to fear enemies of coalition—they were firebrands, but now just smoldering embers.  God said it shall not come to pass—He is in charge.

v. 8—“for”—God’s explanation for why coalition unsuccessful—bc God is King!!!  The sovereignty of the kings and cities listed shows that their power is limited, but God’s is not.  The Northern alliance is promised to be gone in 75 years.  In 722 BC, the northern kingdom was gone.
c. God offers a sign:  10-12–God tells Ahaz he can suggest any kind of sign he wants to prove Him—even the miraculous (outside of realm of nature)—but Ahaz refused to ask for a sign.  He didn’t want God to confirm promise, bc he had already decided to trust Assyria rather than God.  To ask for a sign would be to submit to a prophet, yet to prevent sounding impious, he pretends he merely does not want to test God.  When Ahaz said he didn’t want to test God, he is testing him.  Isaiah changes his reference to “thy God” to “my God.”  Ominous that God is going to abandon this king.
(Excurses 10:  The Immanuel Prophecy)

d. God’s response:  13-25
v.  15-16

1)  butter (curds=a thick, sour milk) and honey—poverty that would be in the Land bc of the presence of the Assyrians.

2)  evil…good—(wrong…right)—usually refers to years of discretion—when one is old enough to understand moral issues.

3)  “that he may know…”—this is an excellent translation bc other translations sometimes translate this as “when.”  In OT, “that” here always has the sense of “this is the result.”  So whenever the child would eat the diet of curds and honey, he would remember the discipline brought on by sin, and this would motivate him to make right moral decisions. 

4) “both her kings…” However, before this occurs, Syria and Ephraim would lose their power.  Syria invaded just a year or two after this prophecy.  Damascus fell in 732, Samaria fell in 722.  

v. 17
5) a tiger by the tail—Assyria was the worse threat, and so when Ahaz linked with him, he took a tiger by the tail.

v. 18-25
6)  hissing for insects—the text indicates that it shall come to pass that the Lord shall hiss…--God would summon the armies of Assyria and Egypt just as one whistled or hisses at insects.  Young, vol. 1, pp. 296—indicates that in ancient times insect could be controlled by hissing.  Egypt known for flies and Assyria known for bee-keeping.  When he summons them, their armies will fill the land, and the child will grow up on sour milk and honey.

7)  haircut—pictures Assyria as using a razor to remove Judah’s hair—then a sign of humiliation.  Captives often stripped and shaven by armies.  
8)  desolation—leaves desolation in the land
9)  the sign summary—the signification was not the name—may not have really been Immanuel.  It was the signification of the person that “God is with us.”  How does a child eating butter and honey constitute a sign?  Well, before it happened, the Northern coalition would be dismantled, and then a time of distress would so plague the land that had not been felt since Ephraim long ago departed from Judah.  God had been present in the coalition’s threat, but they hadn’t believed it—this was a reminder.  

The Lesson:  Failure to appropriate God’s promises by faith can turn potential blessings into judgment.
2. The 2nd message: 8:1-9:6
a. the fall of the Israel/Syrian alliance:  1-4
8:1—God tells Isaiah to use large, flat surface (a great roll) to write message which means “speeding to the plunder/hurrying to the spoil.”  Soldiers would often shout that word when they were plundering the enemy.  Isaiah was to make the message as eye-catching as possible.  That Isaiah writes this name strengthens the argument that it would be natural to find the fulfillment of the Immanuel prophecy in the birth of this child in ch. 8.

v.2—God selects two men to witness this document.  It serves as sign.  These men could verify what Isaiah was saying.  Uriah, the priest—possibly the High Priest.  Zechariah--?—must have been some kind of prominent individual bc of his formal function herein.  

v.3—Isaiah and his wife have sexual relations.  She is called a prophetess.  “went” not only refers to sexual intercourse, but often refers to first act of sexual intercourse btwn a man and his wife.  It is possible that Isaiah’s first wife whom had born unto him their first child, and this is his first time of intimacy with his new wife.  Thus, equating her with the ‘almah of 7:14.

v. 4—before the boy can speak articulately, Assyria would carry off wealth of Damascus and Samaria.
b. The invasion by Assyria: 5-8
c. Fear God: 9-15

d. Wait in faith:  16-18

e. Avoid spiritism:  19-22—loss of faith in God results in superstition.  (a maxim to follow)  the unbelievers in Judah were encouraging others to seek knowledge from the wizards and other mediums.  Isaiah is amazed that they would go to them in such a time of distress.  “peep”=squeak/whisper; “mutter”=moan—the voices used to conjure up spirits from pits.  Witches made these noises.  The end of cult activity is darkness, gloom, anguish.  “To the Law”—get back to scripture—this is where deliverance comes from.

f. A coming deliverer: 9:1-7—more to this prophecy than meets the eye.  

v.1—In contrast to Ahaz, a faithful king was going to be born.  This section also focuses on a child.  A change:  no more gloom/anguish. 

v.2—they walked in darkness; they have seen a great light.  Past tense.  
“prophetic perfect”—something put in past tense that hasn’t yet occurred to emphasize the certainty of its happening.  

“The shadow of death”—a compound noun having the sense, merely, of darkness.  Frequently a contrast btwn darkness/night and light/morning.  A dark land/ravine.  Not uncommon for ppl to read into this the idea of death, but it most often does not have this sense.  (nor does it likely in Ps. 23)  This prophecy is fulfilled as Matthew quotes this text in Jesus’ early ministry in Galilee.
v. 3—describes that this will mean joy and rejoicing just as is present in time of harvest.  

v. 5—The reason their will be joy—“for”—this will be a time of Israel’s victory—he will break the oppression of the enemy of Israel just as with Gideon.  The implements of war will be burned up.  “the garments”—everything associated with warfare.  Not just a “cease-fire.”  War will end completely.  How will this happen?  This seems ludicrous that war could permanently end, esp. to ppl in the Middle East and areas that are always at war.

v.6—the description of the individual who can and will pull this off.  He has the power both to do it, and to maintain it.  Incredible description of this individual (The “wonder King”):  

this prophecy covers a couple thousand years and probably more.  
“Child” is how he will come, bespeaks His humanity.  “Son”=his deity.   
Refers to the Davidic Covenant and the Dan. 7 prophecy when the son takes possession of the kingdom as given by the Father.  This wonder king is the ultimate fulfillment of the Immanuel prophecy. As pertains to the description—it was common during the Iron Age for kings and monarchs to take on themselves honorific titles, usually 4-5 of them.  (Egyptian kings famous for this—took on titles and added epithets to them.  Spoke of their gods or of an aspiration they had for their kingdom.)  Isaiah is affirming that this wonder king will not only have these titles, but that he will actually be them in reality.   Different from any other king on planet earth.  

4 Titles:  (these must be interpreted in light of v.5—elucidate how He will permanently put an end to war, and upon his shoulders will rest the government that is to do this.)
Wonderful counselor—best taken as one title, and not with comma in btwn.  Grammatically, this is genitive of specification.  He is a wonder of a counselor.  Wonderful, specifically, as a counselor.  Wonderful is nearest Hebrew term to idea of supernatural.  He will have a wisdom surpassing human wisdom.  “Wonderful” in OT not used in a trivial sense as it is in English.  “Counselor”=the King’s ability to devise military strategy.  It means “one who plans.”  Walks into Jerusalem with His garments stained with blood.  He will end war thorough his ability in this area.
Mighty God—“mighty” is an attributive adjective. “God” used of kings and judges also in OT, but here it refers to King’s role as Omnipotent warrior in battle who can bring His strategy to pass.
Everlasting Father—likely refers to I Samuel 8—the ppl wanted to replace rule of judges with permanency of a monarch—this King is the ult fulfillment of this desire. “Everlasting”=one who produces and is lord over the ages—“Father/Producer/Controller of the Ages.”  “Father” should not be taken in a Trinitarian sense, lest you suggest Modalism.  In this King there is care and protection of His ppl, hence, “father.”
Prince of Peace—“prince”=idea of administrator.  He produces peace, not just that he is a peaceful prince.  “Peace”=Isaiah means the condition in which all things follow there destiny undisturbed.  Things return to the original order as things were meant to be (i.e.  lion with the lamb).
Summary:  These titles of the Messiah depict Him as extraordinary military strategist.  He will execute this bc of His great power.  Military prowess will ensure His beneficent rule, and so His ppl will enjoy peace and prosperity.

v.7—“the zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform this.”  “Zeal”=a passionate intensity to defend a threatened possession—that is, God’s love for His covenant ppl and faithfulness to His promises to them.

3. the 3rd message:  9:8-10:4—explains why the Northern coalition will fail (bc of their sin.)
a. pride: 9:8-12

b. corruption of leaders: 9:13-17

c. selfishness: 9:18-21

d. oppression of helpless: 10:1-4

4. the 4th message: 10:5-12:6—this is directed against Assyria.  The prophet indicates that God will destroy the destroyer.  It is not Assyria who is sovereign, but God who is sovereign. God used Assyria to destroy His ppl.  
a. the downfall of Assyria: 5-34

1) an instrument: 5-11—a rod in God’s hand.  They didn’t realize this, they assumed the would keep taking lands as eggs from a robin’s nest.  But coming against Jerusalem was jumping into the fire. 
2) object of destruction:  12-19—“the rest of the trees”=701 BC when God slew thousands of them in one night.  The leaders (trees) would be so few in number that a child could count them.
3) restoration: 20-27

4) attack/judgment:  28-34

b. the glorious kingdom: 11:1-12:6—continues the tree motif—Israel= a stump.  But out of this stump, a shoot would sprout from out of the line of Jesse.  The reason the stump is spoken of is to emph the humble beginnings of the Messiah.  His beginnings lacked royal dignity.  The shoot is a person marked by the fullness of the Holy Spirit—this is a reference, of course, to the Incarnation 
That the HS rests on Him means that the 7 qualities given him are bc of the HS/

Wisdom/Understanding—judicial abilities.  Wisdom is practical, ethical, and moral skill.  Understanding refers to the ability to distinguish/decide btwn 2 things.  When he is faced with choices, he will know what is the best choice.  

Counsel/Might—he will not need any advisors. He will make the right decisions and will have the might/power to carry them out.

Knowledge/Fear of the Lord—one rightly related to the Father.  He does only that which pleases the Father.

Of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord—different “understanding” here than in v.2—here it has the idea of “smelling”—smell carries the idea of smelling with delight/pleasure.  This is the delight which God smelled when His ppl rightly offered sacrifice.  In the same way, the Messiah will delight to fear (that is, to “obey”) the Lord.

He will not make decisions based upon appearance, but upon reality—does right to the poor, slays the wicked with the breath of His lips.  He pronounces the decree that they are to be eliminated from his realm and they will be.
1) the Messiah: 1-5
2) the Kingdom: 6-10—(v.6)the child “leading”—this refers back to Adam and Eve having the right to subdue nature.  That these conditions have returned is emph by the child being able to do this.  (v.8)—a child at the breast is completely helpless.  A weaned child can go about, open to danger.  In the kingdom, there will be no danger anywhere to hurt them.  All are safe everywhere.  There is no danger that even exists to hurt them.  (v.9)—“hurt”=evil, calamity. “destroy”=that which ruins, spoils.  This shall not be there bc all will know God—universal reign prevents all possibility of evil and destruction.
3) the Remnant: 11:11-12:6—the remnant doctrine is important bc it implies the unconditional nature of the Covenant. (v.11)—they will be re-gathered to the Land from all over the world.  The present return of the Jews cannot fulfill this prophecy, bc this prophecy is during the kingdom.  Also, internal strife amongst the tribes will cease.  (v.15-16)—drying up rivers and smiting 7 streams—pictures that this re-gathering to the land of the Jews will be unhindered.  God will make perfect provision for all Jews to return.
Ch. 12—in the flow of the argument, this is the song the remnant will sing as they return to the Land.  2 stanzas: Stanza 1 in v.1-3; Stanza 2 in v.4-6.
C. 3rd series of messages: 13-23
Introductory Comments—3 Purposes of this Section: (***definitely know these)

1-From Isaiah’s pt of view, there would be a near fulfillment of these judgments.  There, however would also be a far fulfillment—Rev. 4-19?  These are an outworking of the Curses.

2-It shows the folly of trusting in the nations.  (Hezekiah will not trust the nations in the section that follows and he is blessed by God for rather trusting in Him.)

3-God’s perspective goes beyond Israel.  He is the sovereign of all nations and He will judge them too.

(Excurses 11:  The Day of the Lord)
1. Babylon (1st oracle): 13-14—Isaiah knew that if they would just believe that God had control over the powerful Babylon, the rest would follow…

a. the fall:  13:1-18—“oracle”=burden---the heavy method of judgment regarding Babylon.  Babylon was at this time an ancient city, it would be an empire.  When Isaiah wrote, it was a part of Assyria and beginning to become a threat to Assyrian supremacy.

b. Soon judgment: 13:19-22 

c. Security for Israel:  14:1-2
d. Taunt against Babylon:  14:3-27
(Excurses 12: The Taunt Song)

(Excurses 13:  Babylon in Biblical Prophecy)

2. Phylistia:  14:28-32
3. Moab: 15:1—16:14
4. Damascus: 17:1-14
5. Ethiopia: 18:1-7

6. Egypt: 19-20
7. Babylon (2nd): 21:1-10

8. Edom: 21:11-12

9. Arabia: 21:13-17

10. Jerusalem: 22:1-25

a. the “valley of vision”: 1-4

b. the enemies will surround: 5-8

c. no turning to God: 9-11

d. one last fling: 12-14

e. judgment on Shebna: 15-19

f. Eliakim: 20-25

11. Tyre: 23:1-18
a. mourning for Tyre: 1-14

b. Tyre to be restored: 15-18

12. Conclusion: Oswalt, 427-428—glory, scheming, wealth, etc. of the nations equals nothing, so don’t trust the nations!  God alone is our refuge and strength.
D. 4th series of Messages:  24-27
Theme:  God’s triumph over the enemies of His ppl.  We will have the destruction of one city, the city of man, as the entire world.  And the city of God is Mt. Zion/Jerusalem.  As the city of man falls, the songs of those who are against God will disappear.  As the city of God rises, the songs of the righteous will swell.\
These message in 24-27 generally progress from historical to far future.  Will move from history to Trib to 2nd coming to Millennium.  

1. A message of judgment on the whole earth: 24

Isaiah tells us God’s ppl are the center of God’s plan, He will preserve them as he does Noah and family in the flood.  These are not the Church, but those who come to Christ during this period.  Those removed in this period will be removed in judgment.  Those who remain will be blessed and will be allowed to enter the Kingdom.

a. The Lord will judge: 1-4

He will make the world waste and empty—the reversal of what He did in Creation.

b. The reason for judgment: 5-6—the earth defiled, feeling the curse.

c. There will be no joy: 7-9—no enjoyment in wine, music, etc.

d. A description: 10-13

e. The remnant: 14-16—those who survive will rejoice at what the Lord is doing.

f. Judgment inescapable: 17-20—some will be judged and won’t be able to escape bc God will use all of nature to judge.  i.e. earthquake, comparison of the world to a drunkard swaying back and forth and about to fall and an old shack about to crumble

g. Reiterates that the Lord will judge: 21-23—he will punish unfaithful authorities.  They will be confined to a pit—reference to Sheol or Hades.  Confined there until kingdom is over, then when Kingdom concludes, they will be brought forth and sent to final judgment.  

v. 23—sun confounded and moon ashamed.  God will reign on Mt. Zion and His ppl will reign with Him.

2. a message of praise to God: 25
Isaiah describes the remnant who will stream into Zion, praising God at beginning of Messiah’s reign.  Likely that Isaiah is projecting himself into the future for his own involvement in singing this song.

a. for judgment/comfort:  1-5

b. for the kingdom: 6-8—a banquet will be given.  King will bestow favors on his subjects.  We will be granted reward based on the authority of God.  He will remove the curse of death which has plagued humanity since the Fall.

c. for victory: 9-12—hope becomes sight.  The Aspiration of Moses to see the glory of the Lord will be realized.

3. a message from a hymn to be sung by the remnant: 26

a. First stanza, the humble exalted and the redeemed live in peace--a literal city: 1-6—Psalmist calls on porters of city to open the gate.  Ppl will experience perfect peace (Heb.= “peace, peace.”)  “Mind”=outlook of life.

b. Second stanza, the righteous patiently long for God to deliver them: 7-21—the pains of Israel as women giving birth to a child, but not delivering.  They won’t experience this until the future—the meantime is pain, but there is certain hope.  V. 19—literal or spiritual resurrection of the nation?  Dr. H says, “Both.”  Both ideas have already been present in the passage.  Previously he has discussed the remnant of Israel and their perfecting, but he has already discussed the resurrection from death.  Young doesn’t even spiritualize this. 
(Excurses 14:  The Second Coming)

4. a message of final judgment and preservation: 27
Recurrent phrase, “in that day…”—continues to tie this new information with what Isaiah has already been talking about.  

a. the final judgment: 1
1)  evil forces—With “leviathan” he is stating God’s final victory over evil.  By talking about the superstitions that ppl had of what was evil, he is not affirming them, but being polemical.  In alluding to them, he is really showing they are false.  God will crush all that they thought were powerful showing that they are nothing.

2)  Babylonian religion (ti’amat)—believed that this place, “the deep,” was the home of all the forces of evil.  (The Babylonian Genesis)  Marduk creates the universe and destroys the deep/the salt water.  In Genesis 1:1, God hovered over the face of the deep—God was in control of the deep.  He uses it for his own purposes.

3)  the Exodus—similar lang to what Isaiah uses here.  God defeats the sea, the deep, leviathan, “rahab”=serpant.
4)  the eschaton:  a new creation—in Jewish trad, their were 2 ages:  present age and the age to come—that is, the Kingdom/Eschaton.  The Kingdom was to be new creation as what God did at beginning of the earth.  

5)  These phrases and ideas are a polemic against pagan religions.  

6)  “In that day” as is so common in the prophets, refers to end of the age predictions related to coming of kingdom.

7)  “sword”—hard, great, and strong

8)  “Leviathan”—a crocodile which also had religious connotations to the ancients

9)  The dragon—a great sea monster (tannin)

10) Serpent—was also worshipped

God will have complete victory over all these entities.
b. The preservation of the vineyard: 2-6—in past this figure lead to judgment.  It now leads to blessing, bc the context is of the restoration of Israel in kingdom age.  Gen. 49:10—Shiloh coming (Messianic reference)—he will tie donkey to vine, wash garment in vine—most costly.  His kingdom will be one of splendor and abundance.  Christ’s miracle in John 2 of turning water into wine—what He would do if Jews accepted Him.
God will not be angry at Israel anymore.  No more stink fruit.  Now she will be productive.

c. Israel purged and re-gathered: 7-13

E. 5th series of messages: 28-33

Intro comments:  historical context prior has been on Ahaz.  Now turns to Hezekiah.

In 28:9-10—the ppl are weary of Isaiah’s repetition—says they are being treated as children.  But they aren’t responding!!!  If they won’t respond to this simple, intelligible lang; they will be judged by those who speak unintelligible lang.  The issue of tongues—there is only 1 NT passage that tells the purpose of tongues—I Cor 4:13—a sign to those who do not believe.  They are not a sign of blessing, but of judgment.  He quotes the Isaiah passage.  This proves tongues are an actual lang and that they mean judgment.

1. the 1st woe

a. Ephraim: 1-13

b. Judah: 14-29

2. the 2nd woe

a. severe judgment on Jerusalem: 1-4

b. not fatal: 5-8

c. the reasons for: 9-16

d. the ultimate reversal: 17-24

3. the 3rd woe: 30

a. rebellious children: 1-5






                     b. Egypt will not help: 6-7







         c. refusal to listen: 8-17







        d. the faithful Lord: 18-26







        e. anger with Assyria: 27-33

4. the 4th woe: 31-32

a. futility of an Egyptian alliance: 31:1-3







         b. God will defend the nation: 4-7







         c. God will destroy Assyria: 8-9







         d. the coming kingdom: 32:1-8







         e. soon judgment: 9-14







         f. the coming kingdom: 15-20
5. the 5th woe: 33

a. judgment on the unrighteous: 1-12
(Excurses 15:  The Great Tribulation and Israel)

b. blessings on the righteous in the kingdom: 13-24
