Introduction


INTRODUCTION TO I THESSALIOANS

· Importance of introduction:

1. Critical scholars with low view of Bible will lay groundwork for what they say in introduction.  Introduction and background is one of the major foundations that will be attacked.   Ex: Questioning authorship of a book of a Bible.  It will destroy the Biblical framework for the entire book and our theology will be compromised.  The authority of the book and author is diminished.  We must be critical in analyzing the Scriptures, but we must not come to the Bible with a low view.  So introductory matters such as authorship, date, and historical background are very important.  

2. Dating of books and parts of history are important because they assist us in interpretation.  It will also help to illuminate the environment in which the writer is writing.

3. Background information helps with interpretation.

· City of Thessalonica

1. Founded 315 B.C. by the Macedonian general Cassander.  He named it after his wife who was the step-sister of Alexander the Great.  

2. 146 B.C. Rome organized Macedonia into a providence and made Thessalonica the capitol city of Macedonia.

· The inhabitants of the city

1. 2nd largest in Macedonia; largest was Philippi

2. Population of approx. 200,000 around the time of the New Testament

3. Majority were native Greeks, some were Romans, and a large number of Jews

· Status of the City

1. It was made a free city in 42 B.C. by Antony and Octavian.

2. It controlled its internal affairs and there would be no interference from Rome. Rome ran its body through magistrates known as Politarchs.

· Geography of the city

· Its geography contributed to its success and livelihood.  Two geographical contributions: 1) Located on the banks of a harbor known as the Thermaic gulf on the Agaean Sea and it was a major sea-port, very conducive to trade and commerce; 2) Located on the famous Egnatian Way. This was the major road from the West to the East. It went through Thessalonica. Thessalonica still exists today.

· Establishment of the church

1. Found in Acts 17.  Background begins in Acts 16. Paul is in Troas and plans to go towards the Black Sea.  He receives what is commonly known as the Macedonian vision (perhaps Luke) calling for help in that vision. Paul goes to Philippi on his second missionary journey. But they are imprisoned and later they are miraculously released.

2. They then went 100 miles west to Thessalonica.  Paul liked to go to the cities.  The actual founding of the church will be found in Acts 17. 

3. When there, as his custom, he preached in the synagogues. Two reasons for going to synagogue: 1) He had an immediate point of contact with the Jews with whom he had things in common, they revered the scriptures; 2) If he went to the Gentiles first, he would have been considered unclean.  So he must go to the Jews first.  

4. According to Luke in Acts 16, Paul made two main points. 1) Old Testament stressed a coming Messiah. 2) Jesus Christ fulfilled those Messianic prophecies. 

5. What is interesting about this is his methods. Contrast from today. When they came, they didn’t take an opinion poll. Paul believed in the power of the gospel. He tried to drive home these points about the Messiah.

6. Results of his preaching: Many were converted. Included Jews, God-fearing Gentiles, and some of the chief women. The Gentiles were called devout. Has the idea of one who is disillusioned about their belief system.  These devout Greeks were disillusioned with the emptiness of paganism.  They wanted answers to the eternal questions of life.   

· Church has been plagued with trying to be relevant to the world. Should it? Of course. But how are we relevant? In the church today the problem goes back to the 60’s and 70’s when liberal theology said we must go to the world for what is relevant. They would say that doctrine divides. We must appeal to their interests. The point was that the world will determine for the church what is relevant or not relevant. [Aging, greenhouse gases etc.] People were up in arms. Now fundamentalists are doing the same thing.

· Which issue is bigger? Condemned before God or taking back America? National debt or our debt before God?

· The church’s main agenda should not be who is in the White House or the war in Iraq (although important). People (unsaved) come to church and wonder about death and eternal issues, but now they hear a glorified Rush Limbaugh. LET THE CHURCH BE THE CHURCH!!

· The church is God’s institution for addressing eternal matters.  We are not here to address current cultural problems.  We are not to look at the world for what are the current, relevant matters.  When the church looks to the world for relevance, it becomes irrelevant. 

7. Some got mad. They became hostile to what he preached. Some will believe and some will not. Some will be very angry. This is a normal reaction when the Bible is preached.  We must be ready for both responses.

· Length of Paul’s stay – there are two views

1. He stayed for 21 days.  Based on Luke’s statement that he stayed there for three Sabbaths.

2. He stayed as long as 6 months.  We are told that he was involved in his trade, tent making, and he received two gifts from the Philippians.  He was also in the midst of some heavy doctrine which would have taken some time to expound.  We cannot be dogmatic, but it is probable that he stayed at least a few months.

· Author of the letter – who wrote the letter?

1. Scripture is inspired, not the men. The text is inspired.

2. Author is the apostle Paul. No solid argument elsewhere

· Paul names himself twice in the book of Thessalonians (1:1; 2:18). 

· Mentions both Timothy and Silas (both worked with Paul).  These first two points are internal evidence.

· Church fathers agree with Pauline authorship.  This gives us external evidence.

· Origin of the Letter – where was Paul when he wrote this book?

· He was in Corinth at the time (Acts 17:18; I Thess. 3:6).

· Date of the Letter – when did Paul write the letter?

· Date of the writing was in the early 50’s: 51 A.D to be more precise.

· Cf. Acts 18:12 (see Leon Morris for full explanation).

· Occasion of the Letter – what were the circumstances for the letter?

· What was taking place that would cause Paul to write this? Something must have impeded him to write this. Occasion is important because this will tell us why it was written in the first place.  While Paul was in Corinth, Timothy came to Paul and gave him a report as to what was going on in the church of Thessalonica.  

· Six issues that contributed to the occasion:

1) The believers were undergoing persecution (2:14; 3:6-10).

2) There was a faction that was hostile to Paul.  That is why he defends himself in chap. 2.  [Always a tough call – do I defend myself? Edwards said, when kicked out of his church because of something in the youth group, in his farewell sermon, “I will see you at the judgment seat.”]. 

3) Appears to be small confusion over spiritual gifts.

4) There were some instances of problems with sexual immorality.

5) Some Thessalonian believers had abused the doctrine of immanency [The Lord could come at any moment.]

6) Some were worried that their loved ones who had died would miss out on some of the blessings of the Lord’s return (eschaton - future kingdom).

· Purpose of the Letter – why did Paul write this letter?  There are three purposes for writing this letter:

1) Encouragement to persevere despite persecution

2) Paul’s defense of himself concerning charges that were brought against him

3) Give instruction on problem areas

· Purpose statement: Paul thanks God for the Thessalonians, reviews his ministry among them, and seeks to instruct them in certain areas in order to renew their confidence in him and enable them to persevere in the midst of persecution through a better understanding of practice and doctrine in light of the Lord’s imminent return.

· Features (values of the letter) – what is the unique contribution of this letter?

1. The main feature of the letter is in the study of eschatology.  Every chapter in the epistle has at least one mention of the return of Christ. 

2. Paul uses different terminology. Talks about coming judgment. Talks about the kingdom. Has one of the key passages on the rapture of the church. Has one of key passages on the Day of the Lord.  He discusses the Lord’s return.  The emphasis is on ESCHATOLOGY.  There are two points we must keep in mind concerning eschatology:

a. Restraint: We must use restraint when it comes to eschatology. Prophecy is big business today.  There is a tendency to speak where God is not speaking. We must not fill in the gaps where the Bible is not clear.

b. Rebuke: Many believe prophecy is not important. This is not true because these two epistles are primarily concerned with eschatology.  

· General overview for the book

· Four major sections to the book:

· Introduction – 1:1  

· Primarily personal in nature – 1:2-3:13

· Primarily practical in nature – 4:1-5:24

· Conclusion – 5:25-5:28

INTRODUCTION TO II THESSALONIANS

· Author of the letter – who wrote the letter? 

1. External evidence – the external attestation to the Pauline authorship of II Thessalonians is provided by the fact that no church father questioned the authenticity of the claims of the letter. 

2. Internal evidence – Pauline authorship is stated in the letter (1:1; 3:17), and the premature ending is more suitable to Paul than to one who was trying to imitate him

· Origin of the Letter – where was Paul when he wrote this book?

· He was in Corinth at the time (Acts 17:18; I Thess. 3:6).  It is logical to assume that the second epistle was written from Corinth since the topics alluded to in both epistles are similar.

· Date of the Letter – when did Paul write the letter?

· Date of the writing was in the early 50’s: 51 A.D to be more precise.

· Cf. Acts 18:12 (see Leon Morris for full explanation).

· Occasion of the Letter – what were the circumstances for the letter?

· The epistle suggests that Paul had heard about some current conditions within the Thessalonian church.  This information could have come from the person who carried the first letter and returned to Paul, or some of the news had been given to Paul, Silas, and Timothy by others.  Some of the news was good in that the believers were continuing to grow and remain faithful despite persecution.  However, some news was bad in that there was false information concerning the Day of the Lord which was resulting in some misbehavior.

· Purpose of the Letter – why did Paul write this letter?  It was observed in the section dealing with the occasion of the epistle that some false teaching regarding the Day of the Lord had crept into the church.  This was leading to confusion and causing some, for example, to quit their jobs in expectation of the Lord’s return. 

· Purpose statement: Paul writes to correct the error in the church concerning the Day of the Lord in order to return some of the church to proper conduct in light of this doctrine.

· General overview for the book

· Six major sections to the book:

· Introduction – 1:1, 2

· Thankfulness, encouragement, and prayer to endure hardship – 1:3-12

· Discussion concerning the doctrine of the Day of the Lord – 2:1-12

· More thanksgiving and prayer to remind them of their calling and to hold fast to apostolic teaching – 2:13-17

· Practical exhortations in light of the corrected teaching on the Day of the Lord – 3:1-15

· Conclusion – 3:16-18



