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INTRODUCTION


Hebrews 10:19-22 begins the applicational section of the letter addressed to its Hebrew readers.  Everything that has been said thus far has built up to this point and time in the epistle.  The major theme of the book is the superiority of Christ.  In chapter one He is superior to the angels.  In chapter three the writer explains how He is superior to Moses.  In chapter five He is superior to Aaron and the Levitical priesthood.  In chapter seven his priestly superiority is explained because Christ is a “priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec” (7:17).  

In chapters eight, nine, and ten Christ’s sacrifice is compared to that of the Levitical law.  It is better because He was “the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises” (8:6).  Christ’s sacrifice was better because only it could “purge” the “conscience from dead works to serve the living God” (9:14), and not the “blood of goats and calves” (9:12).  Christ’s sacrifice is better because He offered it once (10:12) and not continually (10:11).

With all that said the author moves into the section of his letter that will give his readers some practical application.  He encourages his readers to “draw near” with him to God in worship.  They can have confidence that based upon Christ’s perfect and complete sacrifice that this is now their privilege.  However, they must be careful that they do it in a manner that is void of hypocrisy, but true and pure in heart.

The author will continue to give encouragement in chapters eleven and twelve by pointing out some of those who have lived like this because of their faith.  It is only by faith that the believer may enter into and receive the promises of fellowship with God.  The writer encourages his readers to put away the old system of the Levitical law and live by faith in the superiority of Christ, or else be in jeopardy of facing judgement.

This paper will attempt to deal with the following challenging issues in Hebrews 

10:19-22:

1. What is the believer’s basis for having “boldness to enter into the holiest?”

2. What are the two major functions of Christ as the believer’s High Priest?

3. In light of this, how is the believer to “draw near” to God?
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