Exposition


EXPOSITION OF I THESSALONIANS

I.  Introduction (1:1) – Letters in the 1st century consisted of three parts: 1) name of writer(s); 2) name of recipient(s)/reader(s); and 3) the greeting.

A. The writers – (1:1a)

1. Paul

a. He was a Roman citizen from the city of Tarsus.  He received a great education. He often quotes Greek poets. Paul was trained in Judaism under Gamaliel, a premier teacher of Judaism in his day.

b. Pharisee – not in existence during the intertestamental period. Paganism had made inroads into Judaism. The Pharisees were those who stood against worldliness. That was good. However, it became too zealous. They began to add to Scripture.  Emphasis was placed on the letter of the Law and not the nature or character of the Law.  They viewed standards as godliness. We can fall into this line of thinking. Jesus called them “hypocrites.” This means speaking from behind a mask. Paul seemed to truly be pleasing God.

c. After his conversion in Acts 9: spent some time in the Arabian desert. Received direct revelations from God. Went on 1st missionary journey. Then wrote Galatians. During 2nd missionary journey. Then wrote 1 Thessalonians. On his 3rd journey he wrote Romans and Corinthians. During his 2nd imprisonment, he wrote the pastoral epistles. Then had his head chopped off by Nero.

d. No distinction in his name. Three kinds of names: 1) personal; 2) clan; and 3) Jewish name. His Jewish name was Saul. His Roman family name was Paulus. He ministered to the Gentiles so he used his Roman name, which makes sense.

2. Silvanus

a. Silas from the book of Acts.  He is the same person.

b. Proper Roman name that means “God of the forest/woods.”

c. 1st time we hear of him is at the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15:32. He was a prophet who received direct revelation from God.  He was a Jew by birth and most likely a Roman citizen like Paul.

3. Timothy

a. Mentioned 24 times in the New Testament.

b. His name means “honoring God.” Probably because his mother wanted him to do just that – honor God with his life.  His mother and grandmother faithfully taught him the Scriptures as a child.

c. His father was Greek who was probably an unsaved pagan.  He would have been considered illegitimate in the eyes of the Jews. Probably why Paul called him “mine own son.”  He seems to have been timid and cautious.  

B. The readers (1:1b) – the writing may seem simple, but it is extremely important theologically.

1. Local vs. universal church

a. Universal – all saved people. (catholic: refers to the universal body of Christ)

b. Local – meet at a specific place. Clearly, Paul is referring to the local church in this passage.

2. “Church”  – basic meaning is “called out one.”

a. Uses of the term – “to call out of”; “called out ones” – the term is used several ways in the Bible.

1) In the LXX it refers to an assembly of the nation of Israel. Can be used this way, but it is not descriptive.  It is not being used in a technical sense to refer to the body of Christ.

2) An assembly of citizens in a city (Acts 19).

3) An angry mob (Acts 19:32, 41).

4) Refers to the redeemed of the body of Christ – local or universal church.

b. The church is not Israel

· This is the major problem with dispensationalism and covenant theology. Some think church has replaced Israel. The issue is not “can Jews be saved.” The issue is “has Israel been permanently put aside by God.” NO!  God will work again through the nation of Israel.  The church is not spiritual Israel.  The promises to Israel will not be fulfilled through the church.  They are not used interchangeably in the New Testament (cf. Rom. 9-11).

c. We need to think of the church in spiritual terms

· We are not trying to make distinctions between the church being an organism or organization.  It could be used in a secular sense. Paul wants people to understand that there is something spiritual happening here.  This church at Thessalonica is to be identified with the Father and the Son.  This is how we are to view the church – identification.

d. “Lord Jesus Christ”

1) Lord s: It is the title for Deity. In the Greek LXX it is translated “Jehovah”. It occurs some 6,000 times. He is God, He is Lord.

2) Jesus  We must define who Jesus is Biblically.  This is his human name. This draws attention to his humanity. Identified Him with the world. He took on human nature. He lived a perfect life. Died as a man bearing our sins.  He was the 2nd Adam. Aryanism- alive through the cults [JW’s, Mormon’s] These deny his Deity. This is almost old news. But what about his humanity. Jesus Seminar etc. don’t like the Jesus of the Bible. They have gone on a quest to find the real Jesus. They don’t trust the NT. Peter Jennings, special on ABC said,  “We’ve tried to be respectful of what others believe, as we have gone on a quest to find what we know.” By the time he was through, said no reliable evidence, no real eyewitnesses, and NT probably written hundreds of years later. They said, virgin birth was cover up, Judas betrayal made up, Jesus not buried but eaten by crows etc. Jesus seminar has roots to the 1700’s. Men tried to reconstruct who Jesus really was. Has its roots in the Enlightenment. They believe God does not come into our world. The miraculous does not exist. Problem with the Gospels, b/c filled with miracles. Now say over 80% of Gospels is not true. They are making a dichotomy of the Christ of faith and the Jesus of History. Like a child believing in Santa Claus. Who is this Christ? The Christ of Koresh, Stalin etc. If the Jesus of the Bible is not real, we are wasting our time. When we witness, it is important TODAY, when others say they believe in Jesus, we must ask: Who is this Jesus? The Jesus of Mother Theresa etc.? They can “believe in Jesus” and still be damned!

3) Christ: official title. “Anointed one”. The one who has been approved. He is the qualified one. He is Lord and God.

C. The greeting – “grace and peace” (1:1c)

1. Grace in the New Testament was a very common greeting. Carries the idea of enablement that God gives His people.  It refers to the unmerited favor which God shows to sinners through Christ.  

2. Peace (shalom) has the idea of prosperity or well-being. Notice, in the New Testament, grace and peace always occur in this order.  Grace in the New Testament precedes peace.  Everyone is looking for peace, but they are looking in all the wrong places. We can only have peace when we first have the grace of God. We will never get this outside the grace of God. Everything is due to God’s grace (Eph. 2).

II. Paul will do three things in this section: 1) gives thanks for the Thessalonians; 2) review his ministry; and 3) he will discuss his relations with them in order to encourage them to stand fast in persecution and realize his love for them (1:2-3:13) – primarily personal in nature.

A. Paul gives thanks for the Thessalonians’ salvation in order to encourage them to stand fast despite persecution (1:2-10).
· When we are going through trials, very encouraging to know that people are praying for us. Given the nature of their suffering, this is very encouraging.

1. He states they “always give thanks for them” (1:2).  Knowing that someone is praying for you during tough times can be very encouraging.

a. Statement “to give thanks” (eucharisto)

b. Constancy: “always” – qualifies the verb “to give thanks”.  This was a constant thing that took place.  It was a regular state of Paul’s life.  He was in touch with God concerning others.

· Classic on how to live the Christian life. In Mark 9 Jesus is on the Mt. Transfiguration and the disciples are trying to cast out devil from a boy. Frustrated. Why could they not cast it out? “This kind cometh not out, but by prayer.” What did he mean? Not the case that they did not pray. Surely, that is what they first did. Even if not initially, at least out of panic they would have. So this is not what Jesus meant. Rather, they were not living in a state of prayer. They were caught in prayer-less period in their lives. Maybe their minds were not in a prayerful frame. Yet, Jesus was always in a state of prayer. So he tells them, you may be able to sing in choir etc, if you are caught in a period of prayerlessness, you will be impotent. We must always be in a state of prayer.

c. Paul states they give thanks “for you all” – this is an astounding statement. Paul has learned to apply his theology. There can be very challenging people in ministry. Their will always be people out their who are very difficult.  The problems that plagued people then, are the problems that people face today.  The nature and character of people has not changed.  There will always be someone who is difficult.  Paul was able to thank God for all of them, even for those who opposed him and were difficult.  God was using these people to build his faith in God.  If you are mean, I thank God because you have built up my maturity in the faith.

d. Accompaniment: “making mention” of them in his prayers [“prayers” (proseuche)] – temporal participle – the idea is giving thanks and making mention of them as they pray.  

2. The reasons for the thanksgiving (1:3-10) – three reasons

a. The presence of Christian virtues in their lives (1:3) – the key issue in interpretation of these virtues (faith, love, hope) is one of grammar.

· The genitive case is one of the most important cases in Greek grammar. Function is to qualify or limit other nouns. Often when we see “of” then a word, normally in the genitive case (ex. Kingdom of God; Simon of Syrene). There are multiple uses of the genitive case. In the New Testament, the genitive case has at least 30 uses. In this passage the genitives are of faith, of love, and of hope.  These genitives are being used as subjective genitives. This means that the genitive noun can be turned into a subject which is producing the action.  Faith produces work, love produces labor, and hope produces patience.  Work springs from faith, labor springs from love, and patience springs from hope.

1) work of faith (past) – work that springs from faith

a) This means that the work of the ministry is a product of the faith.  The Thessalonians are working hard and their work is coming from their faith – a viable possibility, but not the best.  

b) Another and better possibility is that it refers to Thessalonians salvation. Why would you call it a work? 1) If the work of faith referred to their act of service, it would be redundant because this is what labor of love means.  This is called tautology.  Paul’s argument would not be advancing. 2) Refers to the parallelism Paul is setting up for us. It begins with the past (“work of faith”), continues in the present (“labor of love”), and is fulfilled in the future (“patience of hope”).  3) Because what Paul will say later in chapter (vv. 9, 10).  He will mention the same triad again.  This is not referring to salvation by works for the following reason.

c) FAITH IS A WORK! – Why? The Gospel is obedience. Faith is an active response to revelation. (Ex. Romans 1:5; Acts 17- God commands everyone to repent. It should not be presented as an option or an invitation.  It is a command that has been given. When we do believe, we are being obedient.  When one does not believe the Gospel they are committing the greatest act of disobedience. Romans 6:17; John 6 – “This is the work of God, that ye believe…; 2 Thess. 1:8) This is why Paul refers to this as a work, because we are obeying what God has commanded us to do in order to be saved.

2) labor or love (present) – labor that springs from love

a) Labor: “work of faith” is general word. “Labor” is a different word. Emphasizes the cost associated in this work. It had cost them to work for God. Physically, financially, and spiritually to work in the ministry.

b) Same as Jesus talking about discipleship in the Gospels. “Taking up the cross” terminology. He makes it look difficult. By cross, he doesn’t mean some little problem or bad spouse. In 1st century, it was an instrument of death, a mode of execution. At the very least it means you must die to self, and at the very most you must be willing to die physically. Are you willing to die for God?

c) How can we obtain such labor?  It sprang out of love for God. If we are motivated by anything but love, it will always be short-lived. By nice things people say about us. They will die someday. It can’t be based on people either. Sanctification: We love sin. We can’t live without them. It brings joy to our lives. So our motivation must change. Until we are enamored by God, we will always struggle with these things.  We must be willing to give our all for God because of the love we have for Him.  

3) patience of hope (future) – patience that springs from hope.

a) Hope – we must not impose English usage on the Biblical meaning of hope. Illustration:  hoping your team will win the World Series. This is not the meaning in the New Testament. Hope Biblically is something that is absolutely certain. Promises are based on God’s certain character.

b) Patience – not a quiet, passive resignation to the miseries and circumstances of life. In the Bible, it carries the idea of endurance, steadfastness, etc.  It represents a quality that does not try to escape. Best illustrated by the book of Hebrews. Some were defecting from the faith and not enduring because of persecution.  The writer gives five warnings that if they don’t listen to him, they will experience chastening hand of God. There will be times when things get tough. Not the issue here. Here, there was no light in the future, and that is why they needed to patiently endure. The persecution seemed to be something that was going to go on and on.  In Hebrews 10, he says do not shrink back, but move forward. God will have no pleasure in you. Do not call Hebrews 11 the hall of faith! Too trite. These were men who endured for a long time.  How do we endure?  The only way to endure is the hope of the eternal promises of God.  The content of this hope is eschatology.  Even though things are bad and awful, look to the future.  This hope is what brings us through the hard times.

c) It is not unspiritual to look forward to the day when our enemies will be judged. Certainly, we want them to be saved, but if not, we can revel that they will face the great Judge.

d) Paul reminds them that everything we go through is in the sight of God. God’s omniscience is so comforting. He has complete knowledge. Of what has happened in the past and in the future. He knows everything that doesn’t happen but would have had something else not happened. God’s knowledge is and always has been complete. It is not related to facts. He doesn’t watch the Discovery channel. He’s never surprised. He never wonders. He knows all things at once. [Philip and under the fig tree] [Ps. 56 – David is in the palace. David is probably 20. Lives in wilderness for 10 years. Then goes to Nob. Gets very hungry. Asks priest if he can eat bread. One of Saul’s spies sees him and tells Saul. Then goes to Gath and is recognized as the one who killed Goliath. Then he acted insane. In verse 8 he says, “You have kept count of all my wanderings. Put my tears in your bottle.” You know me so well, you know how many tears I have shed. “Bottle” here is a leather bottle that actually held tears when through very tough time.]

b. Assurance of their election (1:4-7)

1) He states his assurance (1:4)

a) “knowing (oida) – parallel to remembering in verse 3, main verb is in vs. 2 – “we give thanks.”  This is in the perfect tense.   

b) “beloved” – perfect tense. It is a past tense. Generally, it carries idea that there are continually results of that action. It is also in the passive voice. At a point in the past, God loved the Thessalonians, and he continues to love them in the present. In the Middle Ages, God was referred to as ‘Pure Act.’ This was God’s love for his people. Edwards described this act of love as “an eternal habit in God toward his saints.” He says God’s love is different than our love. Ours is not always active. It can grow and wane with us.  Nothing ever begins or ceases with God as long as he is eternal.  As long as God is eternal, His love is eternal.  He loves us before, after, always!  He will now explain how he knows why they are the elect of God.  

2) The first reason – the way the gospel was brought to them, or the experience of the missionaries (1:5). Notice the causal conjunction at the beginning of the verse, “for.”


*Four ways the gospel came to them:

a) “in word” – refers to the preaching of Paul.  This is God’s ordained method.  

b) “in power” – the gospel is inherently powerful. But here, Paul is referring to the way the apostles preached. There was in inward power they had that accompanied their words.  They preached the Word in Power.  Here, this would be a reference to the filling of the Spirit (See Excursus 1 – Filling of the Spirit). 

c) “in the Holy Spirit” – the Holy Spirit is the person behind the power just mentioned.  He is the One giving it.  Also, this is the work of the Holy Spirit.  Best commentary of the Holy Spirit is in Romans 1:16, FOR… it is the power of God.” Paul says the gospel IS power. It is inherent. We have lost the confidence today.

d) “in much assurance” – this phrase would be linked with Rom. 1:16 – the Gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation.  We must not lose sight of this.  We come up with many gimmicks to “help” the Gospel.  The Gospel does not need any “help.”  We must have confidence in the power it possesses.  

3) The second reason – the effect the message had on the Thessalonians (1:6, 7) – “became” (transformed)

a) They welcomed the message – “having received the word”. They did this willingly. In the New Testament, disciples “welcomed” people into their homes. In this context, receiving is synonymous with faith.

b) Despite suffering – They welcomed the message despite the suffering they were facing.  It comes from a Latin word “tribulum”. This was dragged over weeds to separate weeds from chaff. This is the way tribulations are. What kind of tribulations do you think they are experiencing? They were beaten (Acts 16), property was taken (Hebrews 10), underwent heaviness (I Peter), and even James said they were enduring trials.  Throughout church history God’s people have faced suffering and persecution.  

c) Joy from the Spirit – it was made bearable by the Holy Spirit.

d) Imitators – they became followers of Paul and of the Lord. “Followers” was someone who would mimic someone else. Plato used it to one who would imitate an actor. Not found in Old Testament, but in New Testament.

· Many believe there is a necessary link between justification and sanctification. They say if they go long without fruit, you can question their salvation and probably not saved. Behind this is Lordship, and perseverance of the saints [not preservation of the saints- this is eternal security]. There will be a change in outlook, the way he views spiritual things. “If any man be in Christ…” people say their habits will change always. Sometimes, yes! But most of the time it does not. Paul is not saying this in the passage. Go to previous verses. Paul is saying before his conversion he had a view of Christ. Just another teacher. Many like him. But when converted, he saw him differently. He was more than a man. He was the God-man. 

e) Models – they became “ensamples.”  They became role models to other Christians in the Roman Empire.

c. They heard reports from other people (1:8-10)

1) They had heard these from them (1:8, 9a) – third parties had told Paul & Timothy about the Thessalonians. “Sounded out” (8) – only time this word is used in the New Testament.  In the LXX it had the idea of “blowing a trumpet” or “rolling thunder.” Whatever its use in the New Testament one thing is certain: the Thessalonians had boldly and clearly proclaimed the Gospel. (See Excursus 2 – Witnessing).

2) They had turned to God from idols (1:9b)

a) “turned” –  normal word in New Testament for conversion. Conversion pictures a person walking one way then going the other direction. We are not converted, we actually convert ourselves. Conversion is something we do. Conversion is not something done to us.  It is the same as faith. God does not believe for us. We must believe ourselves. Question is: Does one need to repent to be saved. Answer: What is your definition? Ah, many say this brings easy believism.

b) “idols” – Idolatry has been rampant throughout the history of the world. All idolatry is Satanic.  It is one of the greatest ploys introduced into the human race.  Satan’s desire ever since the beginning has been to be worshiped like God. Didn’t work in heaven so he brought his act to earth. Typically, he will not try to get people’s worship directly, but indirectly through religion. Israel often fell in idolatry. In Gen 4 God gave a way He was to be worshipped.  Abel’s worship pleased God and Cain’s displeased God because it was not correct.  In Exodus God judged Egypt to show that Israel’s God was the only true God.  In Ps. 106:36 the Psalmist reflects on Israel’s idolatry and says they are sacrificing to demons.  I Tim. 4, many will depart from the faith, giving head to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.  Rev. 2 (Thyatira) the heresies being discussed are called the deep things of Satan. The climax will come in Rev. 13 where Satan will possess an individual, the Antichrist.

c) “living and true” – living refers to God’s self-existence. He is not merely alive, but He possesses in Himself life. He is life. Implication, if God is life, idols have not received life.  Idols do not possess life in their own being like God. “True” says if there is a true God, others are false God’s. Idols are false gods.  Any worship system which does not have the Biblical God as its God, then it is false. With one adjective, in one fell swoop, every other religion IS FALSE! (See Excursus 3 – Pluralism)

3) They were eagerly awaiting for the Son from heaven (1:10)

**The argument/context – Paul is giving reasons why he is   thankful to God for them.

a) The action itself – it is seen in the verb “to wait.”  It means “to wait” or “to expect someone/something.”  The stem of this word is meno which means “to abide/stay/remain.”  It is in the present tense.  The idea is that of waiting, expecting, and abiding in a continual frame of mind. 

b) The object of the action – four descriptions

i. “The Son” – this is a title of deity. It will take no less than a divine being to deliver them from the wrath to come.

ii. “Jesus” – this gives us a reference to His humanity. This is important because it is the historical Jesus to whom God has given future judgment and the kingdoms of the world. On the Mount of Transfiguration it was said “This same Jesus”, the historical Jesus, the one who has been kicked around for years, He will come back as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah with a vesture dipped in blood

iii. “Whom He raised from the dead” – coming back is meaningless if still in grave

iv. “Deliver us from the wrath to come” – it is a participial phrase being used in a substantive manner.  At times in the New Testament an actor will be associated with the action.  The sense is that Christ is the Deliverer.  He will deliver them from the wrath to come.

c) The hope of the action – why are they waiting for him? To be delivered from the wrath to come.  This is a very important phrase. 

i. “From” – the preposition apo that means “from” or “away from.” This emphasizes separation. “Away from” is the idea here. 

ii. “wrath” – they will be delivered “away from” this. Two kinds of wrath: 1) In the New Testament it is used emotionally.  Also has the idea of breathing violently. 2) It also has the idea of settled anger – the expression of holy divine nature. Not have a temper tantrum.  What wrath is in view with the divine wrath?

iii. Three categories of wrath (timing):

(1) Historic aspect – there are many times in history He has expressed his wrath (Egypt, Israel)

(2) Present aspect – there is a wrath being experienced in the world today (Rom. 1).

(3) Future aspect – someday God will pour out His wrath in a way He is not doing now.  There are two kinds of future wrath: 1) Hell and 2) Tribulation. Paul is talking about tribulation wrath for three reasons.

(a) They were waiting to be delivered from this world. The Tribulation wrath will take place in this world.

(b) The fact that these people are looking to be delivered would imply that they are waiting to be delivered from God’s next wave of wrath.  God’s next wave of wrath is the Tribulation.

(c) There are two references in these epistles that relate wrath to the Day of the Lord and the Tribulation.

B. Paul reviews the type of ministry he had among the Thessalonians in order to renew their confidence in him and prepare the way for him to instruct them on some problem areas (2:1-16).

· Why does Paul do this, review his life? Why does he give a description of his ministry? There was a faction in the Thessalonian church that was charging Paul with improper conduct. Many were attacking his character. This is going to happen.  There are people out there who will have the improper motives and we will need to defend ourselves. Paul often defends himself.  In Rom. 1:8-15 Paul is defending the fact that he does care for them although he had not visited them.  In 2 Corinthians Paul defends himself. Galatians 1 that he is really apostle. Romanss1 defends his care for them. This is just par for the course. We will be attacked no matter what in the ministry? We just have to learn to deal with it. Saying in the pastorate—always be careful of the one who picks you up at the airport.

1. He rehearses the kind of ministry he had (2:1-12)

a. A description of their ministry (2:1-4)

· This is a neglected area of ministry. Seems like all we talk about qualifications. That is important, but we must know how to deal with people. Most people leave the ministry because they can’t get along with people. Paul will give six ways we are to get along with people and how he got along with the Thessalonians

1) “not in vain” – there are three views to this phrase: 1) some believe this to mean the results of Paul’s ministry. If this is the case, then it means his ministry was not unfruitful.  Seems to be the most unlikely view.  2) Paul’s ministry was aimless and purposeless.  Unlikely because Paul was logical and had a mission on what he wanted to do.  3) The correct view is that it means it was not empty-handed (cf. Mk. 12:3 – the same word is used). Paul is saying he did not come to fleece them and try to use them or selfish motives.  They came to them with the Gospel.  He did not come looking for a hand out. He came to give them something.  

2) “bold” – five comments

a) Mistreatment at Philippi – Paul and Silas were publicly flogged and thrown in prison.  “Shamefully treated” refers to the public humiliation that they had just experienced.  The treatment they experienced was an outrage as a Roman citizen. 

b)  “bold” means “all speech” – they were able to speak freely. How could he do that after the Philippi experience?  They spoke freely about that which was true. 

c) God was the source of their boldness.  They were bold in God.  This emphasizes how he could be so bold (cf. Ps. 46). 

d) “The Gospel of God” – this genitive is emphasizing the origin or source of the gospel. The gospel has its origination in God. It is God’s gospel. God thought it up. It is from him.  Because it has its source in God we can have boldness.

e) Contention – two views

i. Contention could refer to the persecution Paul was facing from his enemies. Makes sense. 

ii. **Could also mean that Paul was contentious. “Contention” (agonidzomai) comes from a family of Greek words from which we get “agony.” Many times Paul will use “agony” to describe” the Christian life (I Cor. 9).

3) “not of deceit” – a ministry did not come out of error. He was not deluded by what he was saying.  Two ideas: 1) actively – he did not consciously deceive them; or 2) passively – he was not deceived or led astray.

4) “nor of uncleanness” – two different views

a) Figurative of his motives – he did not have impure motives. Those who hold this say nowhere was Paul ever accused.

b) Literal sense – Paul is defending himself against the charge that he had been immoral. REASONS THIS IS THE BEST

i. Normally in the epistles uncleanness will refer to sexual, physical immorality.

ii. Not uncommon for term “uncleanness” to be used for pornea i.e. fornication.

iii. Paul wrote this from Corinth (ancient New Orleans (). Would make sense these charges would come. 

iv. Thessalonica was not any better than Corinth.

v. In chap. 4 he will address this issue.

5) “guile” – it literally means trickery; has the idea of catching fish with bate.

6) Not out for popularity (4) – We did not come to Thessalonica to win friends or be popular or get favorable opinion from everyone. IF WE DO THIS – we will be a failure as far as God is concerned. THIS DOES NOT MEAN we will not have a massive budget or huge numbers. But this will not please God. Question: Why should we please God and not men? He tells us in the end of the verse – it is God who trieth our hearts. It is in the perfect tense.  In the past God approved of his ministry and still approves of it today. We ought not to judge others. Quite frankly, we have to come to the point where we could care less. God is the one who will try us.  He is the One we are to be pleasing first (see Excursus 4 – John the Baptist)

a) Observations on “trieth” – normally has the idea of testing something in order to approve it. If it passes, then it is approved by God.

b) Interestingly, “trieth” is in the perfect tense.  The perfect tense in Greek is a past action with continuing results into the present.

b. a description of their conduct (2:5-12)

1) Not with flattering words (5a) – motive is the issue behind this. We should encourage others. Difference is motive. If we complement others just so they like us and get something from them that is flattery.

2) Not with covetousness (5b) – not covetous of their money.  That is one reason why people will flatter others. 

3) Not for praise (6) – “Glory” has the idea of preeminence. Of dignity. He is saying, when we came here, we did not come to have preeminence, though we could have because we are apostles. As an apostle, he carried with him an inherent authority, so he could have come in a harsh state. He did not want to crush them with his apostolic authority. He did not demand the privileges. He laid aside his rights, just like Christ.

4) Gentle (7, 8) – talks about a mother cherishing her children. “Cherisheth” literally means to warm with body heat. Used of tenderness of husband towards wife (cf. Eph. 5). Used of a mother bird keeping warm her young. He cherished the Thessalonians instead of using cold, apostolic authority.

5) Self-supporting (9) – the Jews were very wise. They raised children with a trade. Life is uncertain and you may have to fall back on something. We know from elsewhere that Paul was a tentmaker. This could have mean one of three things:

a) Paul took large pieces of tent, cut them, and sowed them together

b) Paul would actually weave the material. It probably came from a shaggy goat very common around Tarsus.

c) Could have the sense of a leather worker.

6) Holy (10a) – this refers to an inner disposition of piety.

7) Just (10b) – this refers to their outward conduct and conforming to what is right.

8) Blameless (10c) – there is no fault that someone could lay hold of

9) Fatherly (11) – mentions three things fathers do:

a) “Exhorted them” – refers to a strong appeal to do the right thing.

b) “Comforted them” – they gave encouragement

c) “Charged them” – telling them to do what is right. He did all these things so that they would walk worthily. “Worthily” – We live lives in keeping with who we are. Christians are so worried about particulars of life Scripture deals with general first. Term was used to talk about a balancing of scales. Walking worthily is a balance of what we know and how we live. It is living our Christian lives in keeping with who we are in Christ. 

2. He reminds the Thessalonians how they had received his ministry (2:13-16)

a. The Thessalonians saw the supernatural character of his ministry (13)

b. “wrath is come upon them to the uttermost” (16) – this is a difficult phrase to interpret.

1) Who is the source of opposition?  It is most likely a reference to the Jews.  Most of the early persecution came from the Jews.  They are the opponents begin mentioned.

2) The wrath here is a reference to 70 A.D. when Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans.  In Matt. 12 we have the account of the unpardonable sin.  This was a national sin committed by the nation of Israel.  This marked the official rejection of the Messiah by the Jewish nation.  After this sin occurs, what is the state of this generation now?  This is what Matthew is trying to answer in a parable at the end of chap. 12.  The parable concerns a demon possessed house.  The demon leaves the house and the man sweeps and garnishes the house.  The demon cannot find a place to live and goes back to the house with 7 more demons.  The 2nd state of the house was worst than the 1st.  This is a picture of Israel.  The 2nd state is the unpardonable sin.  There was judgment for this sin, and it was fulfilled in 70 A.D. with the destruction of Jerusalem.  

C. Paul expresses his concern for the Thessalonians so that they would appreciate what they meant to him so that they would reject the notion that his interest in them was selfish (2:17-3:13).

1. He expresses his desire to visit them but indicates he was hindered by Satan (2:17-20)

a. Indicators of his concern (17, 18a)

1) “but” – he is making a strong contrast between enemies and himself. I am different toward you.

2) “taken from you” – has the idea of bereaved. Occurs only here in the New Testament.  Literally, it means “orphaned”. To lose one’s parents. Paul adds the preposition apo to the word. It means “away from”. We have been orphaned “away from” you.

3) “for a short time” – Paul is saying that he felt a sense of bereavement after only a short time.

4) “in presence, not in heart” – the separation is physical, but he is still with them spiritually in his heart.

5) “we endeavored…with great desire” – the word “desired” (epithumia) can be translated “lust” in other places. Words in Bible do not have meaning, they have usage. (Ex. “Trunk” – 7 uses) This is why context is king.  The word in itself is neutral.  The determining point is how it is used. 

b. The reason he had not come (18b) – Satan hindered him 

1) “Satan” – used only once in I Thess.  It means “adversary.”

2) “hindered” – this literally means to cut into or tearing up a road.  This is the action that Satan performed.  We are not certain as to exactly what the hindrance may have been. 

3) spiritual battles – there are many times the battles we face are spiritual in nature.  

4) God is in control – Satan can only do what God allows him to do. He does not have free reign. He is a created being. “The devil is God’s devil” – Luther. When Satan rebelled, God could have killed him, but he chose to use him for our purposes. There are not two powers of good and evil. ALL is under the hand of God. “Satan is like a dog on a leash, when God says stay, he must stay.” Grunall.

c. The climax – “crown of rejoicing (19, 20) – in these two verses, he reaches the pinnacle of his concern.

· “crown” (stephonos) – refers to a crown or wreath given to victor at an athletic contest. In New Testament this word occurs 18 times and refers to the prize at games. This prize will become a metaphor of the reward given to the faithful Christian. The crown symbolizes victory and reward.  In the Isthmus region, including Corinth, pine trees were very populous. In the ancient games the crown was made from a pine tree. Ancient myth regarding a monster named “Sinus” behind the pine trees. Sinus would make travel unsafe for people. He would challenge travelers to a pine bending contest to see if they could hold the pine tree down. Question: why would they strive so hard for a crown that would soon fade away? Why for a crown of celery? It is not the crown itself, but what it represented. In fact, they believed that they would get divine status or immortality. Paul was saying, just like the electricity they felt when they got that joy, at appearing, my joy will be so great – you will be my crown. This is as intense as Paul can say it. The greatest experience, and joy an athlete can feel is getting this crown, and he to will feel this way towards them!  

2. He sent Timothy to them so that they would be encouraged (3:1-5) – since I can not come to you, I will do the next best thing and send Timothy.

a. The cost for Paul (3:1) 

1) “forbear” – sometimes it means to cover something. Also, it has the idea to hold out against. Picture here is of a floodgate. Paul is trying to hold back his emotions. When he realizes he can not, he just sends Timothy.

2) “left” – this verb means to be left behind or abandoned. Verb is used in Mark 12:19, where man dies and leaves his wife behind. Also, of a man being left out of a will. Sending Timothy to them was difficult because he was left alone in Athens. This is very difficult, especially for missionaries.  There are no other Christians to strengthen and encourage them.

b. A description of Timothy (3:2a) – he was probably not well accepted by many people.  He was probably in his early 30’s. That is why Paul said, “Let no man despise your youth.” He may have also been somewhat weak. Paul tells him, God has not given us a spirit of fear. Paul says, “Be strong.” Perhaps he was not very well liked. Perhaps Paul does this to say, “I think a lot of this man.”  Paul therefore describes him with two descriptions.

1) “brother”

2) “minister” – the word from which we get deacon. Very often not used in technical sense. Here just saying he is a faithful servant of the Lord in the ministry. 

3) “fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ.”

c. The purpose for sending Timothy (3:2b-4) 

1) “establish/comfort you” – this word means “to buttress or strengthen or to make firm.” Sending Timothy to make them firm which will lead to their encouragement.

2) not “moved” – “that” establishes a purpose. This is 2nd reason. “Moved” sometimes used to mean “dog wagging his tail”. Do not waver back and forth in your faith.  Trials and tribulations will come, but be strong in your faith (See Excursus 5 – Tribulation). 

d. Inclusio with v. 1 (3:5)

1) The motive of Satan – Satan tempts us to get us to fall and miss out on rewards by acting improperly.

2) The perseverance of the saints – we are not talking about the preservation of the saints.  It is not about the security of the believer.  The perseverance of the saints stresses that at salvation we are given persevering grace by God to always live for God.  If we fall away, we will always come back to Him and we will continue to the end.  This is not what the Bible teaches.  Christians can fall away and apostatize from the faith.  This is what Paul is talking about, “All that they have accomplished will be in vain if they fall away.”

3. Timothy’s positive report (3:6-10) 

a. The report (3:6)

1) “good tidings” – elsewhere rendered “gospel.” In Rev. 10:7 and this place, it is the only place it is not translated “gospel.” Paul is saying that it is such good news. It is like gospel to me.

2) “faith” – elaborates more on what Timothy tells him. Indicates Timothy said something of their faith. Not referring to salvific faith. He knew they were saved. Concern was if they would stand persecution. Would they succumb to the evil one. Timothy says, no, they have remained faithful.

3) “charity” – they continued in love. Linked to 1:3 – their “labor of love.” They are still loving the Savior.

4) Their attitude – toward Paul. Remember, Paul has already had to defend himself.

b. The reaction (3:7-10)

1) “comforted”

2) “prayed exceedingly” – Paul does not mean that their saving faith was weak or not sufficient. He is not insulting them or saying something is lacking. He has affirmed their faith throughout the letter. He is just indicating that there is always room for growth. Paul said that by his presence he would be able to help their faith grow even more than it is now. 

4. Paul prays for the Thessalonians in view of this positive report (3:11-13)

· While Jesus was on earth, He did incredible miracles before the disciples. He cast our demons, He healed the sick, He preached great sermons etc. Yet it is amazing that the disciples never asked Him how to preach better or how to heal people. On one occasion, however, they did come to Him and said, “Lord – teach us to pray.” Prayer is difficult. It is hard. One of the difficulties is that we do not know what to pray for. Sometimes our mind is just blank. Then our minds wander. Now our time is gone. One way to help us to pray is observing the prayers of the Bible. This is exciting because we are praying prayers that were done by men of God and that God blessed. How can I repeat a prayer like Paul prayed?  

a. The first request (3:11) – Paul is asking that what Satan has done would be reversed. “Direct means to clear the way or remove barriers. This is exactly opposite of what Satan did. He did this on purpose. If we suspect there is some satanic involvement in our lives,  we should pray that it would be removed.

b. The second request (3:12) – the love of the Thessalonians would continue to grow. He asked that it would increase and abound. “Increase” means to extend, enlarge, or swell. “Abound” means to exceed, overflow, or to go beyond. “Abound” is found 39 times in the New Testament, 26 of which are used by Paul. Tells us that he did not believe in mediocrity. He wanted them to reach new heights. He wanted their love to grow to the point where it will overflow its boundaries and reach new heights. Question: How will this love express itself? Is their a test to know this is evident? How do we know if our love is abounding? Are there concrete examples about my love for others? If we can find those, this is an indication we are going to these heights.  If my love is increasing, then I am having a love with those in the body of Christ and those outside with whom I come in contact.

c. The aim of prayer (3:13) – for what purpose is Paul praying this? Vs. 13 begins with “to the end”. He is going to give us the goal and the aim – it is “to the end.” Goal is that the Thessalonians would receive a positive verdict at the judgment seat of Christ. “Stablish” refers to an inner stability. Goal of the prayer is for inner stability. Then Paul desires for them to be “unblameable in holiness”. “Unblameable” means an accusation which would have validity. It will not stick. He is not praying they would be perfect, but that the general tenor of their life would be that no one could bring colossal problem against them. The ultimate aim is for no charge to stick AGAINST GOD, this is our ultimate aim.  Believers will not come into judgment for the penalty of our sins.  This is God’s judicial wrath against those who have not accepted Christ as their Savior.  However, our sins will have eternal consequences (See Excursus 6 – The Judgment Seat of Christ).  

III. Paul provides practical instructions in order to promote their maturity in the faith so that they would be able to stand pleasing to God in their persecution as they waited for the coming of the Son (4:1-5:24) – this section will be primarily practical.

· Our method with these verses should be to find out what the words mean, and then make it practical. Our beliefs should come from exegesis. Many people’s Christian living is not working because they are so quick to be practical instead of finding out what the text says first. We must move from doctrinal to practical. If we can not give a doctrinal base of what we are doing, we need to rethink it.  Application must come from interpretation. As well, many people have wrong methods for living the Christian life.  Their methods do not come from the text. It is necessary to move from exegesis to application.  We can not just exegete and then leave it at that.  We must draw application from what we have just given.

· Paul is going to address five things: 1) he will give practical exhortations for Christian living; 2) he will give instruction regarding the dead in Christ; 3) he will exhort them to watchfulness; 4) he will relay to them obligations which they have in church life; and 5) he will exhort them to some different areas of personal and individual responsibility.

A. Practical exhortations for Christian living (4:1-12)

1. A general exhortation to godly living (4:1, 2) – Paul is not telling them to act differently, but to continue in what they are already doing. In the end of vs.1 they were doing well, but they must keep doing it. This general exhortation is based on the authority of Jesus Christ (vv.1, 2).

2. He exhorts them to a life of sanctification (4:3-8) – this section primarily will be dealing with sexual purity. This church was doing well, but he still knew there would be problems. There will be people at every level of the spectrum that have this problem. Paul was not naïve.

· **“For this is the will of God” – This is good and important. Book by Freeson, “Decision making and the will of God.” He argued that so many Christians are so consumed with the will of God that we miss the revealed will of God. If we will put our full energy in what we KNOW what is right, God will bring these other things to pass. “As I look back, the will of God has always come back to me. My philosophy is to walk with God and then do whatever I want to do.”

a. “sanctification” (4:3a) – the Greek lexicon defines it as “holiness or consecration.” The word translated “sanctification” belongs to a family of words from which we get “sacred”, “sanctuary”, etc. Main idea of the word group is separation.  It is used in a positional sense and an ethical sense as well.  It is used to illustrate someone or something who is set apart. 

1) When God is called “holy”. We think of God as pure or perfect. This is the case but there is more. Holiness when applied to God means God is transcendent. He is completely set apart from His creation. He is far above us. He is in a different realm. Isaiah 40:18- What is the answer: No one. Whole point behind Commandment #2. We can’t make Him what we think He should be.

2) Holy will also be applied to objects or things. Ex. “holy days”, “holy vessels”, “holy garments”, and “holy mountain.” They had been set apart.

3)  In the New Testament Christians are called “saints.” It comes from same word group. He has been separated from something. Before we were saved, we were in Adam. We were in the realm of death. When were saved, we were separated from that realm and now IN Christ. In the sphere where Holy Spirit works. It has nothing to do with what we do, but what we are. A saint should be saintly, but that is not what it means. Now for sanctification. He uses term in same way. We ought to be separated from something. [Ill. Past (penalty), Present (power), Future (presence)]

4) O.K. WHAT EXACTLY DO YOU WANT ME TO DO NOW?! Paul is going to tell us specifically what he wants us to do. Remember, sanctification is general. He will now get more specific. They will all be marked off by “that.”  He will define what he means and how we continue our sanctification. 

b. Three demands (4:3b-6a) – indicated by “that” in these verses.

1) “abstain from fornication” – comes from word porneios which means “to sell”.  During the classical period it was used in three different ways. 1) Sometimes referred to a prostitute. 2) Sometimes one who had relations with a prostitute. 3) Sometimes unchastity. In the LXX it was used in a general way to mean sexual uncleanness. In Rabbinical literature it referred to all kinds of unnatural sexual intercourse. In Paul’s writings the word refers to any kind of illegitimate sexual intercourse. When you see fornication in the New Testament it will probably refer to a wide range of sexual sins. It is not just one sin (adultery). “Abstain” means to be distant from, to be far from, or to be distant from. It is in the middle voice, because it is in our best interests.  This is talking about the subject’s relationship to the action.  The action is for the subject’s benefit. It is good to be selfish in this matter.

2) “possess his own vessel” – “possess” (acquire or control?) There are two views to possess – acquire or control. 

a) Those who believe it means “acquire” will go to the Classical period.  When it is used in the present tense it means acquire.  When it is in the perfect it means control.  In this letter it is in the present tense, therefore, it should mean “acquire” here.  Therefore, “vessel” (wife or body?) – Therefore, get married if you are for the “acquire” view. After all, in I Corinthians 7, this is exactly what he is saying. If that is what it takes, get married. 

b) The word “possess” can also have the idea of control. In the papyri [lit. common in 1st century. Valuable because shows how word is used during time of New Testament] puts it in present. In Moulten & Milligan says- “to obtain mastery of the entire body.” Therefore, vessel would refer to our physical bodies. When Paul says we need to possess our bodies, he means we need to know how to control our bodies. ** [Failure: backdoor to success; How to say no to a stubborn habit: Living with your passions—Lutzer] Six reasons this is the best view: (control of the body)

i. Moulten and Milligan (papyri)

ii. I Cor. 7 passage.  The contexts of the two passages are not the same.  In I Cor. 7 Paul is specifically answering questions about marriage.  Seems to be the normal reading of the passage. Seems odd that he would be telling them to have a massive marriage ceremony. In 1 Cor., it would be appropriate, but not in 1 Thess.

iii. The word “know” – this word means to understand.  Does it not make sense that everyone should “know” how to obtain a wife, or how to control himself.  The ladder makes much more sense. 

iv. Meaning of “vessel” – it is never used in Paul’s writings to mean a wife accept once. It is used to refer to the body.  In 2 Cor. 4:7, “We have this treasure in earthen vessels.”  This is referring to physical bodies. 2 Tim. “Vessel unto honor.” “Everyone” should know how to possess vessel. Is this “everyone” just single males or is it everyone in the church who are struggling with this. Also, make more sense in pertaining to the Gentiles.

v. “every one” – every one needs to control his/her passions.  It would seem odd to use every one if he was talking about marriage. 

vi. “Gentile” – can have ethnic use (non-Jew). Can also have religious connotation. Frequently someone who doesn’t know God or is a recipient of the blessings and is cut off from God. [Great commentary on this phase on “Gentile” is Romans 1] Paul is presenting his indictment on the Gentile world. Paul says 3x he “gave them up.” Why? They rejected what they knew about God. Earlier he was talking about creation and b/c of this everyone knows there is a God. They have turned to idolatry. Now God gave them up. They go through three stages. [sexual sin (natural sin)/sexual perversion(unnatural sin)/didn’t retain God in their knowledge(didn’t think sin was sin anymore; can’t think strait)] Paul is saying here, if we don’t control our bodies, we are just like the Gentiles who have fallen into this great and perverse sin.

c) “in sanctification and honor” – each individual is to possess his/her body in the sphere of sanctification and honor.  We are to master our bodies in the sphere of holiness, and this is honorable.  We are now using the body in the way that God intended it.  “Honor” – If we control ourselves, our bodies take on honor. In America today, we genuinely worship the body. But back in the day this was not the case. Gnosticism said that matter (body) was evil. So were the passions. It was Christianity that valued the body.  It was created by God, and although it is fallen, God thinks so much of it, He will resurrect it someday.

d) “Gentile” – can have ethnic use (non-Jew). Can also have a religious connotation. Frequently someone who does not know God or is a recipient of the blessings and is cut off from God. [Great commentary on this phrase “Gentile” is in Romans 1.] Paul is presenting his indictment on the Gentile world. Paul says 3 times he “gave them up.” Why? They rejected what they knew about God. Earlier he was talking about creation and because of this everyone knows there is a God. They have turned to idolatry. Now God gave them up. They go through three stages:  1) Sexual sin – they dishonored their bodies (natural sin); 2) sexual perversion – God did not intend their bodies to be used this way (unnatural sin); 3) did not retain God in their knowledge – they did not think sin was sin anymore; can not think straight (result is a reprobate mind). This last stage is the worst stage of all.  The first two stages there is a sense of shame.  In the third stage people begin to see nothing wrong with what they are doing.  They are justifying what they are doing. Paul is saying here, if we do not control our bodies, we are just like the Gentiles who have fallen into this great and perverse sin.  

3) “that no man defraud his brother” – the word “defraud” means to wrong someone.  The debate over the phrase is “in any matter” – two views.

a) General view – whatever the situation do not wrong your brother.  Not likely. 

b) Specific view – referring to wronging brother in the area of fornication. 

i. “that”

ii. In the Greek text there is an article before “matter.”  The article is being used in a definite sense.  It would then have the idea of “the matter.”  Do not wrong brother/sister in “the matter” of fornication because we would be causing them to go against God’s will in how they should use their body. 

c. Three reasons (4:6b-8)

1) the Lord will judge – God will judge us. God is not EITHER our Savior or judge. He is both. Paul is saying that he has already taught the Thessalonians.  God will judge His people, even though He saves us (See Excursus 7 – How God Judges). 

2) Obedience to them is in harmony with the divine will.  The warning of God’s judgment finds its justification in God’s calling of us to salvation.  He called us out of Gentile darkness into salvation. 

3) Rejecting God (8) – if we do not obey these three admonitions. Ultimately, we do these things because we are intent on pleasing God. Striking, he adds phrase “who hath also given unto us his Holy Spirit.” Why is He called this? In theology, one of the great doctrines is the Trinity. There are two different ways of looking at the Trinity. 1) Ontological Trinity – this is God’s being, God’s essence. They all share equally of God’s being and essence. 2) Economic Trinity – this notes division of unique work in the Godhead. Each member is assigned to a different task in God’s plan. The Holy Spirit becomes the “hands on” member of the Godhead. The Holy Spirit’s primary task in salvation is to make us holy.  He applies salvation.  He regenerates, indwells, illuminates, convicts, fills, etc. When we hinder His work, we quench the Spirit. When we sin, we grieve the Spirit. When we do these things, we are going against the primary member of the Godhead that is sent to make us holy.  When we reject what Paul has said, we are rejecting the work the Holy Spirit is trying to do in our lives (See Excursus 8 – Sanctification).  

3. Exhorts them to brotherly love (4:9-12)

a. He commends them for their love (4:9, 10a) – they were taught of God.  It is one word in the Greek text.  It is made up of the word for God and teaching.  Occurs only here in the New Testament.  Two different interpretations: 1) referring to Old Testament Scripture and teachings of Jesus; or 2) indicates more of direct teaching by God through the Holy Spirit.  God has impressed upon their minds the teaching concerning brotherly love.   

b. He exhorts them to continue in love (4:10b) – we can not live in the past, we must continue.

c. He discusses how love is to be demonstrated (4:11, 12) – if we do not do these things we will disrupt the unity in the church.

1) “study to be quiet” – two different words translated “quiet” in the New Testament.  1) First word has the idea of the opposite of talkativeness (cf. I Cor. “Women are to be silent in the church”).  2) Second word has the idea of “restful” or “at peace.”  This is the word Paul uses here.  He is not telling them to stop talking, but rather they are to have a calm and peaceful manner in the church.  The word “study” has the idea of to be zealous or eager about something.  The idea then would be that they should have the ambition to be quiet and peaceable in the church.  How would not being quiet disrupt brotherly love?  A frantic Christian is disruptive to the church.  They become agitators. 

2) “do your own business” – This does not mean that we are not to be concerned about other’s affairs.  He is warning them about being busy bodies. They need to get their nose out of other’s business and know what God wants them to do.  We are to consider what God has called us to do.  This will hinder brotherly love.

3) “work with your own hands” – This is a warning against being idle.  The word “hands” could indicate most people in the church had blue-collar jobs. Thessalonica had many dock workers, tradesman and craftsmen. He is exhorting them to work hard and be industrious. Do what God has called you to do.  Do not drain the church of its resources with your laziness. 

***God’s calling: God calls to every vocation, not just the ministry. Why not an invitation to come forward for all business majors. All callings are sacred. Much impact after Reformation. They emphasized priest hood of the believer. Not just for prayer. If  we do our calling, we will have much more impact. A secular job is not just for witnessing, but for much more. If you’re a plumber, you don’t have to install Christian pipes(
4) The goal – two goals

a) “that ye may walk honestly to them which are without”… a good testimony – nothing ruins a church more than those who are unkind to others in same church. One of B. Russel’s main reasons for his atheism.

b) “that ye may have lack of nothing.” The idea is that we would not be a burden to the church.

B. Paul instructs the Thessalonians regarding the dead in Christ to show them that those who had died would not miss out on any of the blessings of the rapture (4:13-18).

***Why has Paul included this section? Some believe it is for comfort. Verse 18 no doubt the verses bring comfort. But it does not tell in what area they need comfort. Others believe that Paul wanted to instruct them about the rapture and the resurrection. Incorrect because in chapter 1: 3, 9, 10, they already knew about it and waiting for it. Chapter 2 talked about the day of His appearing. In chapter 3 he told them about the judgment seat. This does not seem to be his intent. Suggestion: Paul wants to indicate that those in their number who have died will not miss out on the blessing of the rapture. What had happened, after Paul’s first address, many died. Questions came: What will happen to them? 
1. The reason for the instruction (4:13) – This phrase is very packed.

a. no ignorance – Paul is not rebuking them. He wants to relieve anxiety. In order to help them understand, he adds “brethren.” Shows concern. Not ignorant of what?

b. Them which sleep – comments on sleep

1) Paul is not talking about Soul-Sleep – this is a false doctrine. There are many variations of this doctrine. This teaches that after death, we go into a state of unconsciousness. We are not aware of what is happening. Historically, this was taught by some Anabaptists. Also was an issue during the 1600’s because in 1533 there was produced a document called the 42 Articles by Edward VI.  He had great control over the church. These were his statements of faith. Many bad, but a good one was article 40. This article renounced soul-sleep. In our day, it is taught by SDA’s and JW’s. They use this text for one of their major proof texts.  It is a doctrine that is becoming popular again.  There is a variation creeping into evangelical circles known as Conditional Immortality – it has been renamed.  It is similar to soul-sleep. [John Stott] If one accepts the gospel, they have immortality. If they reject gospel, they are left in natural state, and cease to exist. Immortality is a gift of salvation, not creation. 

2) Body-Sleep – This is what Paul is talking about here.

a) Stem of “sleep” – it is part of the family of words which means to recline or lie down. The word for “resurrection” comes from a word which means “to stand up.” Upon death, the body lies down; at the moment of resurrection, it stands up.

b) Why does Scripture refer to Christian’s death as sleep? 1) Sleep is temporary. One will wake up again. This argues against soul sleep. 2) The experience of death for the believer has been transformed. [Where is thy victory? To die is gain.] 3) Word is in the passive voice. It literally means those “who have been put to sleep.” When we die, we are put to sleep.  The time has been fixed by God. Correlating passages: Job 14:5, 14; John 17:24 (likens death of a Christian to the answering of His prayer); Hebrews 9:27; Revelation 1:18 (keys are symbol of authority); Rev. 11 (despite persecution, no one can kill the two witness).

b. sorrow not…even as others – Paul is not saying that it is wrong for the Christian to grieve or express sorrow. Never feel we should curb someone’s grief. It is necessary. People need to grieve. He prohibits grieving like a pagan. Do not be a preacher of extreme. Sometimes it is true for a family who insists on doing funeral themselves. If they can get through, they have achieved some kind of spiritual status. “Even as others” is referring to one of the most pitiful scenes in the Bible.   It refers to those who have died without any hope. We are to sorrow, but not like the rest who do not have hope.  The sorrow of the saved is in stark contrast to the sorrow of the unsaved.  [Refer: View from a Hearse. It documents man who lost all three of his sons. Overheard other lady who was about to lose her son, say, “When he dies, I will just have to cover him up with dirt, and forget all about him.”]  On the other extreme there are Christians who grieve so much that they can not be consoled at all.   We must never sorrow like the person who has no hope.  

2. The content of the instruction (4:14-17) – Paul has been vague up until this point. We know the reason; but what is the content?

a. the basis of assurance (4:14) – the basis of our assurance is the two facts of Christ’s death and resurrection.

1) “if” – appears to be an odd way to begin. Beginning with this seems to be casting doubt. How can he be doubtful? What he is doing is drawing readers into his argument. Important facet of Greek grammar are conditional sentences (if….then).  This construction (four types) is known as a first class condition (simple condition). In this type of condition the “if” statement is assumed to be true for the sake of argument. Therefore, he is not casting doubt. He assumes this is true. Response is, “of course we believe that.”

2) “Jesus died” – two points

a) By referring to death, he is referring to a historical, objective statement. Not based on blind leap of faith. This event historically happened. When it was written, there were actually people alive that saw resurrected Lord.

b) Have you ever noticed that he speaks of Jesus dying, and not as Jesus sleeping. Thessalonians were “sleeping” but not Jesus. Why change wording?  The point is that the thing that makes death so horrifying is sin. Paul writes, “The sting of death is sin.” Someone has to deal with it. By Jesus dying for our sin, His death transforms our death into sleep. He had to die to do this!  If we really grasp this, then we can be delivered from the fear of death.  If we fear death, we are living below our privileges as Christians.  There is grimness about death.  However, as Christians we should not be paralyzed by it.  We should live our lives in a manner that understands “to die is gain.”  The victory has been won for us.  We can come to the point where we almost look forward to it.  

3) “Jesus rose again” – two points

a) If He did not rise again, His death would be irrelevant. He would be just another religious teacher. Hundreds of people at this time were claiming to be the Messiah. Main thing that separated him from others was his resurrection. [Contrast Buddha, Mary Baker Patterson Glover Eddy. etc.]

b) Resurrection validates the purpose of Jesus’ death.  He died to take sting of death away.  The Father’s way of putting His stamp of approval of what His Son had done is found in the statement, “He sat down.”  There was no furniture in the Tabernacle because the priests work was never done.  Christ completed His work, so He sat down at the right hand of God the Father.

4) “even so” – Paul will draw a deduction of what he just said. Conclusion is: just as certain as Christ’s death and resurrection are, “even so” God will bring them with Him when He returns.

5) “bring” – the verb means “to lead” or “to guide.” Departed saints for whom saints are mourning will be brought back one day. Have you ever thought of the rapture from the perspective of heaven? In some way they will receive the word. “Your about to see those you left. The church will be “taken out.”

b. a concise statement of the doctrine (4:15)

1) it comes from the Lord – What is “the word of the Lord”? Three views:
a) *Paul is referring to something Jesus said during his earthly ministry – this view is held in very low regard. Nothing Jesus said could be referred to this. Comes from John 14:2, 3. Four parallels from this passage:
i. Both passages involve a descent of the Lord – In John 14:3, “I will come again.” Parallels passage in I Thess. 4:16.

ii. Both indicate the Lord will receive believers unto Himself – in John 14:3, “I will receive you unto myself.” Parallels I Thess. 4:17.
iii. Being with Him – in John 14:3; “So shall you ever be with the Lord.” Parallels I Thess. 4:17.
iv. Both passages are intended to bring comfort – Jesus teaches “Let not your heart be troubled.” Parallels I Thess. 4:18.
v. A final point of consideration is that the commentators on John’s Gospel will see this connection, but not the Thessalonian commentators. 
b) Paul is quoting from Jesus, but what Jesus said is not recorded in the Gospels for us.

c) Paul received direct revelation about this.

2) It is imminent.  This event could happen at any time. Paul is expecting this event to occur during his lifetime.  

3) those who remain will not prevent those who sleep

a) “remain” – it literally means “those who are left over.”  It modifies and describes “we who are alive.”  The ones who are alive are the ones who are left over.  They are the believers who have not died.  

b) “shall not” – In the New Testament there are several way to express negation. Paul uses the strongest and emphatic form to express negation. “Those of you that are left over, you shall not in any way prevent them which are asleep.”  There is no potential of this ever happening (cf. John 11:26; Heb. 13:5). 

c) “prevent” – it means “to proceed” or “to go before.” Those who are alive will under no circumstances go before them which are asleep.  Those who are dead are not missing out, they actually have an advantage. They will be glorified first. The dead will not miss out, and will precede you.  The dead will experience the blessings before those who are alive.  

c. an expansion of verse 15 or a blow-by-blow description (4:16, 17)

1) the descent (16a) 

a) relational – (cf. John 17; I Thess. 1:4) Jesus prays His high priestly prayer. Those who believe are a gift of love from the Father to the Son.  After His ascension Jesus will be departed from those given to Him. Jesus is very eager to be united with those who have been given Him by the Father. Very moving. Why would Christ want me in His presence? He wants us with Him!

b) cultural – Wedding ceremony of ancient Palestine will often be behind prophetic texts. In ancient wedding ceremony, there were three stages. 1) Bridegroom would leave his father’s house, go to the home of his bride, and ratify contract.  At this point they were legally married. Then he would go back to house. 2) The purpose of the betrothal period was to test the purity of bride. Unannounced time.  The groom would go back to the bride’s house, claim her for his own, and go back to the father’s house. 3) Giant wedding feast.  Think of the parallels with Jesus. We are currently in stage 1.  He came to earth to purchase His bride.  At one point, He will come with stage 2.  We must prove our purity and devotion to Him. Then stage 3 is a picture of the Millennial Kingdom. We will feast and enjoy His fellowship.  This feast will last 1,000 years because of the wealth of the groom.  

c) accompanying circumstances of the descent – along with the descent, certain events will be happening at the same time. Notice verse 16. Each circumstance comes with the word “with.” Preposition “with” has the sense of “in connection with.” These are the circumstances with the descent. These phrases have many questions: THREE QUESTIONS:

i. How many sounds will occur at the descent? –  It seems like three, but is that what he really means? Surprisingly enough, there are three views on the sounds: 1) One sound – the basis is grammatical. All three sounds joined with “and.”  Therefore, each sound is further describing the same sound. Those who hold this view say that Christ will not actually make this sound. It will be made for Him by the archangel. 2) Two sounds – the First sound is a shout which will actually proceed from Christ’s lips. Then, since the next two sounds are joined by “and”, this is one separate sound. 3) Three distinct sounds – the Shout of Christ, voice of archangel, trump of God. 1st view seems to be the best option, but we can not dogmatic.

ii. Who will hear this sound? – At the very least, the rapture will not be a silent affair. There will be some kind of sound. Best explanation as of who will hear this sound is by Stanton, Kept from the Hour. Says likened to those on the road to Damascus heard something, but were not quite sure what it was.

iii. How does this trumpet relate to other trumpets in the Bible? – This is one of the main arguments against the Pre-tribulation rapture.

2) the resurrection (16b)

a) What is the nature of the resurrected body?

i. Nature: Christianity is unique in their approach to the resurrection body. Plato believed the soul was trapped in the body. Death was good, because the soul could escape from the prison. The body was not held in high regard. Gnosticism taught that matter was evil and spirit was good. The resurrected body was repugnant to them. Reincarnation believes soul goes to different bodies. In Christianity matter is considered to be good. We are warned so much against worldliness that we think that matter is bad. Material is good. Abuse of it is bad. Material is good because God thought it up. When Adam sinned, sin affected matter. Example: Teeth are decaying. Body will get weaker and weaker until it stops working. Christ died to redeem our bodies as much as He died to redeem our souls!  Our body is of that much value to God.

ii. Timing: Question – When do we get our resurrected bodies? There is dispute here. Is their an intermediate body? One thing is sure, if we are absent from the body, we are present with the Lord. We do not receive our permanent resurrected bodies until the Lord returns. At that moment, we receive our resurrected bodies. Furthermore, there is a continuity between the body we have now and the body which will be raised.  Our dead bodies will not be raised until the moment of the rapture. You can not have your resurrected body at death AND have it in the grave at the same time.

iii. Nature of resurrected body: it will be infinitely glorious.

iv. Resurrected body will be material: Many go to I Corinthians where it talks about material and spiritual. We do know that our bodies will be similar to the Lord’s. Christ was raised with a literal physical body.  To say otherwise is a heresy.  It was not in the grave anymore. He ate with the disciples.  They recognized him. In Rev. 5 we are told that His body still bears the marks of crucifixion.  Jesus said to the disciples to touch him. What do we do in I Cor. 15 with the “natural body” and the “spiritual body?”  The solution is easy.  The spiritual body does not mean a non-physical body. It is one which is dominated by the Holy Spirit and a spiritual outlook. The Bible is a spiritual book. Does that mean it is invisible? No. It is has a spiritual quality to it.  It is the same with the body. Later, he talks about the natural man and the spiritual man. Does that mean the natural man is invisible? No.  He is dominated by his fleshly nature.  A spiritual man is dominated by the Holy Spirit.  He is concerned with spiritual things.

v. There will be a continuity between the body we have now and the body which will be raised. There is a correspondence between the body that dies and the one that is resurrected. That is, it is the same body.  The dead will not receive a new (different) body.  The old one will be transformed.  Jesus told the religious leaders about His body that “I will raise IT in three days.” “That they may be likened unto His glorious body.” The DNA will be the same. This also extends to our talents and abilities.  The talents we possess now will be enhanced throughout eternity.

vi. Age (How old will we be?): Best not to think of bodies in terms of age.  It is best to think of the ideal human specimen. We will become the perfect specimen of humanity. [C.S. Lewis, Great Divorce]

vii. How is it possible this transformation will occur?  Cf. Phil. 3 – it will be accomplished through God’s mighty power by which He will be able to subdue all things to Himself.  It is a living power in action.  God will use His omnipotence and bring particles of body back together.  He created the body, He can resurrect it, no matter what the death may have been (burned, lost at sea, ate by cannibals, etc.). 

b) Who will be raised? – The answer lies in how we interpret “in Christ?” The dead in Christ shall be raised first. Two possibilities for this phrase:

i. Technically – Paul almost always uses “in Christ” to refer to our union and identity in Christ. When we are saved, we are placed into the body of Christ. If Paul is speaking technically, then those who are raised are only those saved during church age.

ii. Non-Technically – This is a way to refer to all believing people.  Every believer will be raised up until this point.  This refers to every believer who has ever lived from Adam onward.  1st position seems to be best view.  It is being used technically.  Two reasons: 1) “In Christ” when used by Paul is a technical phrase to refer to the believer in Christ.  He consistently used this phrase to refer to our position and identification. He is not deviating to another topic 2) leads to next point.

c) When will others be raised? – There are different aspects of timing concerning resurrection. There is an order.  In Rev. 20:4-6 John talks about the 1st resurrection.  The dead described will reign with Christ for 1,000 years.  This is the 1st resurrection. In John 5:29 Jesus speaks about two kinds of resurrection. He says there is a resurrection to life and one to damnation. It is very important when Jesus speaks of these two resurrections; He is speaking of a kind of resurrection when referring to the 1st resurrection. TO life (1st resurrection) and TO damnation. It is a kind. Therefore, it can have different phases to it. In I Cor. 15, we are told that Jesus’ resurrection is the first phase to the resurrection of life.  His resurrection was referred to the “first fruits of them that sleep.”  It was a pledge to the resurrections to follow.  1st resurrection: They will be resurrected in their order. 1st phase – resurrection of Jesus. 2nd phase – Those in church age who have come to faith (I Thess. 4). 3rd phase – Tribulation saints and Old Testament saints (Daniel 12: 1-2).  2nd resurrection (after Millennial kingdom) – the wicked dead will be raised, receive resurrected body, and stand before God for judgment. 

3) The catching up of the living (17) – the phrase “caught up” means to “seize, snatch, carry away.”  “To meet” is used in royal sense in meeting a dignitary. We will meet the Lord! It is something that is dignified. “Air” refers to the living being caught up to meet the Lord somewhere between heaven and earth (See Excursus 9 – The Rapture).

3. The goal of the instruction (4:18)

C. Paul exhorts the Thessalonians to watchfulness so that they would be ready to meet the Lord in light of the imminent event he has just described (5:1-11). – One of the major themes in this section is the Day of the Lord (See Excursus 10 – The Day of the Lord).  This chapter is one of the strongest proofs for a pre-tribulation rapture.  The word translated “perfectly” in v. 2 has the idea of “accurately.”  Paul is reminding the Thessalonians of what they already knew. 

1. The time of the Day is uncertain (5:1, 2) – it will come as a thief in the night.  The Thessalonians must live responsibly considering this knowledge.  

2. Those who are not ready will be caught in sudden destruction (5:3) – in this verse he is speaking of the spiritual stooper of the unsaved world.  They will definitely not escape this time.

3. They were to be alert and sober (5:4-7) – Paul gives a stark contrast and reminds the Thessalonians that they are not in darkness concerning the Day of the Lord.  That day should not take them by surprise.  It should not “overtake you as a thief.”

4. They are to arm themselves with virtue because they had not been appointed to wrath (5:8-10) – The term salvation simply means deliverance.  The context will tell us what salvation is in view.  It does not always mean salvation from hell.  The “hope of salvation” in this verse is talking about deliverance from the Day of the Lord.  He is encouraging them to put on a helmet to protect their thinking concerning these issues.  In v. 9 we are given the reason for protecting our thinking – we are not appointed unto the wrath that will be poured out during the Day of the Lord.  

5. They are to edify each other (5:11) – they can receive comfort from the fact that they will be delivered from this event.

D. Paul exhorts the Thessalonians to obligations in the church in order to balance his exhortations of the future with their behavior in the present (5:12-15).  

1. Attitudes towards leaders (5:12, 13)

2. Relationships among themselves (5:14, 15)

E. Paul exhorts the Thessalonians in the area of individual responsibility so that they would know their duties (5:16-24)

1. Personal actions and attitudes (5:16-18) – three things they are told to do

a. Rejoice evermore (16) – this is 1 of approximately 70 New Testament commands to rejoice.  We can only rejoice if we remember what God has done for us, is doing for us, and what He will do for us in the future.  This does not mean we are smiling all the time.  We can still rejoice because we know what God will do.

b. Pray without ceasing (17) – this does not mean that we are praying at every continual moment.  The word “ceasing” has the idea to live in an attitude of prayer to be praying at different times throughout the day.  Pray can be very difficult and goes against our natural tendencies.  It is a discipline and we often make it more difficult than what it should be. Prayer should be as natural as breathing.  Some suggestions on prayer:

1) There is nothing in the Bible on how many times a day we should pray.

2) We are never told we should be in a certain posture.

3) There is no ordained time for prayer.

4) There is no set duration of time for prayer.  

5) There is no set place for prayer.  We do not need to have a set “quiet time.”

6) The spirit of prayer in the New Testament is variety.  Every time something strikes us we should pray (John Owen).

c. In everything give thanks (18) – we can give thanks because we know all things are under God’s control.

2. Paul will discuss corporate actions and attitudes (5:19-22) – Paul will mention three duties.

a. Quench not the Spirit (19) – “quench” had the idea of throwing water on something.  This is a figurative expression for hindering the work of the Spirit.  

b. Despise not prophesyings (20) – this is a reference to the act of a prophet.  Prophets received direct revelation from God.  Sometimes God would speak directly to a prophet about something they were to communicate to the church.  Sometimes prophets predicted the future.  This verse can be connected with the previous on quenching the Spirit’s work.  If prophesyings are despised, then the work of the Spirit is being quenched.   The prophesyings should be proved (21).

c. Abstain from all appearance of evil (22) – this phrase is typically interpreted as avoiding evil, but anything that could be misconstrued as evil.  The word “appearance” has the idea of form or kind.  A better interpretation is to see that sin and evil manifests itself in different ways and takes on different forms.  Paul is saying to avoid sin in any form that it occurs.  The Bible tells us the different forms that sin takes.  Furthermore, it is better to see this phrase referring back to despising prophesyings.  The false prophecies are to be avoided in contrast to the ones that have been proved.

3. Divine enablement (5:23, 24) – God will enable us to be sanctified.  As well, this is not a proof text for the trichotomy of man.  The Bible really refers to the immaterial and material make-up of man. 

IV. Paul concludes the letter in order to encourage some final actions on the part of the Thessalonians (5:25-28).

A. He asks for their prayers (5:25)

B. He asks them to greet the brethren (5:26)

C. He asks them to read the letter to the whole church (5:27)

D. He expresses his desire that God’s grace would be with them (5:28)

EXPOSITION OF II THESSALONIANS

I.    Paul introduces the letter by naming himself, Silas, and Timothy to the Thessalonian church and invoking God’s grace on them so that they would know that they were still important to them (1:1, 2)

II. Paul thanks God for their steadfastness, encourages them, and prays for them so that they would realize suffering could occur apart from the Day of the Lord (1:3-12)

A. Paul thanks God for their growing faith and love in persecution (3, 4)

B. Paul encourages them with the truth that God’s enemies will be judged and God’s people will be vindicated (5-10) – Paul will encourage them in a very politically incorrect manner. 

1. The righteous nature of God’s judgment (1:5a) – their suffering is a token of God’s righteous judgment.  What does Paul mean?

a. Theologically – when we experience pain we tend to go into a philosophical panic.  How could a good God allow this?  The first thing we must realize is that God is not answerable to any of us.  We have no right to demand of God an answer for what is going on.  God has ordained suffering to complete some of His purposes.  Paul tells them that God’s judgment will be seen to be right toward them by the fact that they will be granted to participate in His Kingdom by virtue of their faithful endurance.   

b. Therefore, suffering of them is proof or token or a plain indication that God’s future judgment will be righteous.  Your suffering will validate what I will judge in the future. God has ordained to use the suffering of the righteous as a proof of His judgment when He judges the wicked. 

2. The first group – fitness for the kingdom (1:5b).  The kingdom of God is a reference to the earthly reign of Christ.  Paul tells them that God’s judgment will be seen to be right toward them by the fact that they will be granted to participate in His Kingdom by virtue of their faithful endurance.  The term “counted worthy” means to reckon worthy.  Suffering is not a meritorious exercise, but rather shows the fitness of the individual to enter the kingdom.  In other words, it reveals the true character. 

3. The second group – fitness for judgment (1:6-8)

a. The nature of the judgment (6, 7a) – “recompense” is the key term in these verses.  It has the idea of a full, judicial payback.  This is a very difficult idea to grasp and accept.  Four things to keep in mind when we are troubled by this concept:

1) It is an indication that we have failed to grasp the nature of God’s holiness as we should. 

2) We do not have an adequate understanding of the exceedingly evil nature of sin.  We should not be surprised at what God does, but at what He has not done to us.  What should shock us is that God has not already consumed all of us in His wrath.  

3) We live in a moral universe.  Would it be fair and just to leave people unpunished who have committed crimes?  No.  We believe we have the right to punish, but then take away the right from God. 

4) When God judges, there will be degrees of punishment.  God’s judgment will be righteous in that the punishment will fit the crime.

a) Matt. 11: - Jesus is pronouncing woes on cities. It will be more tolerable for Sodom than for you.  Because Sodom had less revelation than Chorazin their punishment will be different.

b) Rom. 2 – unbelievers storing up wrath until the day of wrath.  Life of unbeliever is nothing more than gathering his own fire.
c) Rev. 20 – white throne judgment.  At this judgment there are several books and a book of life, which contains all the saved.  The other books contain their works.  Based on their works they are assigned a level of punishment throughout eternity.  
b. The revelation of the judge (7b-8a) – Who will meet out this judgment?

1) The Lord Jesus who shall be revealed.

2) “Revealed” has the idea of taking the cloak off from something that had been hidden.  The word has the idea of disclosure.  When Christ returns in judgment His full glory will be revealed.

a) From heaven – most basic sense is that He will come from heaven.  Paul is not merely stating that this is the place from where He will come, but he is stressing the nature of who the Judge is.  

b) With His mighty angels – the sense is with the angels of His power.  The point is that angels will not merely accompany Christ as part of His return, but they will help Him execute His judgment.  

c) In flaming fire – better to see this as a part of verse 7.  This is not indicating how God will judge.  Rather, it is a third part of the description of Jesus when He is revealed.  It is common in Theophanies in the Old and New Testaments for God to be revealed in fire (cf. Ex. 3, 19; Ps. 18; Is. 30; Dan. 7; Rev. 1).

c. The objects of the judgment (8b) – are we talking about one or two groups of people.  

1) *Two groups – both phrases have an article before them so it is two groups. 

a) The first group refers to Gentiles.  This is the typical way that Paul will describe the Gentiles, “that know not God.”

b)  The second refers to Jews.  Again, the typical way of describing them was those “that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

2) One group – two different ways of expressing that it is one group. 

4. The consequences of judgment (1:9, 10)

a. The lost (9)

1) “punished” – this word comes from a family of words from which we get righteous and judge.  It will be fair and just. 

2) The punishment will be “everlasting destruction.”

a) “destruction” – this is not talking about annihilationism.  This word is used 4 times in the New Testament.  These uses can not support the contention that the wicked just cease to exist.  The idea is of someone who comes to ruin and loses everything that is worthwhile.  The 4 passages where this word is used:

i. I Cor. 5:5 – goes against ceasing to exist

ii. I Thess. 5:3 – the ungodly will be destroyed suddenly during the Day of the Lord.  

iii. II Thess. 1:9

iv. I Tim. 6:9 – Paul is giving instructions to Timothy to warn people about not putting all of their energy into money.  If you live just to get rich, you will be plunged into ruin and destruction. 

b) “everlasting” – this ruinous and destructive state will continue for ever.  (Some helpful works: Shedd, The Doctrine of Endless Judgment; Blanchard, Whatever Happened to Hell; Morrey, Death and the Afterlife; see also a series of articles in The Master’s Journal) 

3) “from the presence of the Lord” – often interpreted to mean that unsaved people will just simply be separated from God’s presence.  We must keep in mind God’s omnipresence.  They will be separated from God’s gentler attributes.  They will be separated from the benefits of His common grace.  We must also keep in mind that God is the one judging.  Hell is not simply the dominion of Satan and his demons.  It is the place where the unsaved will experience the full wrath of God.  God makes heaven, heaven, and He makes hell, hell (Edwards).

b. The saved (10)

1) Jesus will be glorified in His saints.

2) He will be admired by them.

5. Special note: verses 6-10 are often used by post-tribulationists to prove their position.  They suggest that the release of believers from persecution is at the return of Christ to judge unbelievers.  However, there are certain facts which militate against this:

a. Paul had previously told the Thessalonians in I Thess. 5 that they would be delivered from the wrath of the Day of the Lord.

b. If Paul had taught them postribulationism, there would not have been the panic that gave rise to this letter.

c. The context is not dealing with the rapture, but vindicating God’s future and righteous judgment.

C. Paul prays for success (1:11, 12)

1. He prays that they would be approved by God and be filled with power to bring to expression the good purpose of God (1:11)

2. He prays this for the purpose that God would be glorified (1:12)

III.  Paul discusses the doctrine of the Day of the Lord in order to correct the false understanding they had of this matter and to stabilize the church (2:1-12) – the Thessalonians believe they are in the Day of the Lord, but Paul is instructing them that they are in the church age.  They have not yet come to the Day of the Lord. 

A. Paul explains to the Thessalonians the events that had to occur at the beginning of the Day of the Lord so that they would realize that they were not in it (2:1-4).

1. He urges them not to be alarmed by any reports that said they were now in the Day of the Lord (2:1, 2) – the statement is these verses is very important. 

a. “by” () – has the idea of “in the interest of.” 

b. “coming” (parousia; apokalupsis; epiphaneia) – this word is not just referring to Christ’s 2nd coming, but it refers to the nature of His coming.  These words are being used descriptively and not technically of the event. 

1) Parousia () – it means “to be near” or “to be alongside of.”  The emphasis is on the presence of someone. 

2) Apokalupsis (s) – it means “to reveal” or “to uncover” or “to unveil.”  This term stresses the revelation of His glory.

3) Epiphaneia () – it means “to shine.”  

c. “coming” and “gathering” – “coming” is referring to the presence and “gathering” is defining what aspect of the coming.  The gathering is telling which coming is in view.  “Gathering” would be a reference to the rapture of the church (for grammatical remarks see Thomas, Expositor’s Bible Commentary; Hogg & Vine; Frame, ICC).   These words emphasize presence, revelation and coming of the Lord.

d. “soon shaken” – the adverb “soon” does not mean after a short time.  Rather, it relates to the quality of the action.  The idea being that they have been shaken hastily, easily, rashly, or suddenly.  The verb “shaken” means “to waver.”  This is a reference to someone who is easily moved by what they hear (cf. Eph. 4:14).  Paul also adds that they be not shaken “in mind.”  It refers to the ability to determine whether something is true of false.  

e. “troubled” – as well, they are not to be troubled.  This has the idea of aroused, frightened, or inwardly disturbed (Arndt & Gingrich article on “troubled”).  They were alarmed not only at what they heard but with themselves as well because they feel they should not be in this situation.  

f. The source of the misinformation – indicated by the triple use of “by” ().  Three things here: 

1) “by spirit” would refer to a claim of having received a prophetic utterance (cf. I Thess. 5:19-22).  Many in our day will use the tactic that they have received a prophetic utterance.  We must try the spirits.  

2) “by word” is a reference to something given by word of mouth.

3) “by letter” is a reference to written communication.

g. The content of the misinformation – “the day of Christ is at hand.”  This is a reference to the Day of the Lord because all judgment has been given to Him (cf. 1:7b-10).  

h. Four conclusions:

1) Paul is writing in behalf of or in defense of our gathering together unto Christ. 

2) The fact that he is defending this doctrine shows that is being threatened by teaching that we are in the Day of the Lord. 

3) If Paul had taught them that the church was to be raptured after the tribulation, then they would not be agitated or alarmed that they were in it.

4) For sake of argument let’s assume the church misunderstood Paul and thought that he taught they were going through the tribulation.  Then this would be a great time to clarify his position and let them know they were going through the Day of the Lord.  Paul will now proceed to explain why they are not in the Day of the Lord.  There are two events that prove they are not in the Day of the Lord. 

2. He notes that the Day would not come until the apostasia takes place (2:3a) – the Day of the Lord cannot come until this “falling away” takes place first.  The views on what is the “falling away”:

a. The appositional view – the “falling away” is to be equated with the man of sin.  In a sense the two are really one.  The “falling away” is really the man of sin (Alford, Augustine).  The departure is for the man of sin.  This is an older opinion that is not held by many authors today.

b. The apostasy view – the “falling away” is a falling away from the faith.  It is an apostatizing from the faith.  Before the rapture of the church there will be a deliberate abandoning of the faith (Calvin, Chafer, Hogg & Vine, Hiebert).  This is the majority opinion.

c. The rapture view – the “falling away” is a departure of the church from this world through the rapture (Wuest, English, Pentecost, House).  This is a minority opinion.  This view holds that apostasia in this passage is simply a departure.  When it is used in the sense of departure from the faith, it will be qualified with the phrase “from the faith.”  There are other portions for Scripture where it will indicate a departure from things other then faith.  Six considerations: 

1) For the 1st 15 centuries of Bible translation the word apostasia was almost always translated as simply “departure.”

2) The impression is normally given by people who argue against the rapture view, that it is virtually impossible for apostasia to have the meaning of “departure.”

3) In I Thessalonians Paul refers to the rapture in every chapter.  In II Thessalonians he refers to it in chap. 2.  Notice that he does not give any explanation for it.  Since he does not use a modifier, it is natural to assume that he is building upon the prior knowledge of his readers.  In addition, there is an article before apostasia.  This would indicate that he is referring back to “the departure” previously mentioned.  Paul uses different words when discussing the rapture.

4) There is an antithetic parallelism in the passage.  In vv. 6 & 7 of the same chapter “withholdeth” (positive) is juxtaposed to “the mystery of iniquity” (negative).  In v. 3 there is another antithetic parallel.  The “falling away” (positive) is juxtaposed to “man of sin” (negative).

5) The apostasia is a major event.  Paul is using this as one of his major arguments as to why they are not in the Day of the Lord.  Is defection from the faith such a huge event that it would indicate that we are not in the Day of the Lord?  Church history shows that apostasy has always been around.  It is the story of the human race.  

6) There is a better order to this view, chronologically speaking.  

7) Two objections to this view:

a) Linguistic objection – those who object to this view would say that apostasia cannot mean just simply a departure.  However, its most basic usage is that of simply a departure.

b) Hiebert – this view is not in harmony with the way the word rapture is used.  However, it has already been shown that Paul uses five different words when referring to the rapture.  

2. He notes that the Day would not come until the man of sin was revealed whose character it will be to have himself worshipped (2:3b-4) – three issues involved here. 

a. Who is the man of sin? – This is a reference to the antichrist.

b. What does he do?  What is his career?  Rev. 13 tells us that he will be empowered by Satan.  He will be demonically possessed to the highest degree.  In Dan. 2 & 7 we are told that there are 5 great successive powers.  The 5th is the Messiah’s kingdom.  Before this time Gentile domination will pass through 4 phases.  The 4th Gentile Empire will split into 10 divisions/kingdoms that will be scattered throughout the world.  During this phase the antichrist will rise to power.  He will have enough power to uproot three of the leaders of these 10 nations and the remaining 7 will give their power to him.  After he breaks his covenant he will relentlessly attempt to destroy Israel.  At the end of the tribulation Christ will come back and defeat him.  The antichrist will be a Gentile.  Rev 13 tells us that the beast will come out of the sea.  The sea is often a reference to the Gentile nations.  Dan. 11 begins to talk about Antiochus Epiphanes who is being used as a prophetic forerunner of the antichrist.  As well, the antichrist relates to the times of the Gentiles.  

c. What is his infamous act? In Dan. 9:27 we are told that he will make a firm covenant for one week.  He will make this covenant strong and he will make it with many.  The many is a reference to the political leadership of the time.  In the middle of the week he will cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease.  This is a forced cessation of the Jewish sacrificial system.  He will set up an image or idol of himself in the temple which will indicate the worship of him.  This will only go on as long as God has ordained it to go on.  On that exact day wrath will be poured out upon him for the abomination that he has set up in the temple. 

B. Paul explains to the Thessalonians that this mystery of lawlessness was being presently restrained in order to further show them that they had not entered into the Day of the Lord (2:5-12).

1. He reminds them that he had told them about these things in the past (2:5).

2. He explains to them the restraint is on the mystery of lawlessness (2:6, 7).

a. He notes that the purpose of the restraint was so that the man of sin would be revealed at the proper time (2:6).

b. He notes that this restraint would continue until the Restrainer was removed (2:7).  (See Excursus 11 – The Restrainer)

3. He explains to them the career of the man of sin (2:8-12).

a. He will be revealed when the Restrainer is removed [by the covenant of Daniel 9:24-27] (2:8a).

b. He will be destroyed by Christ at His second coming (2:8b).

c. He will operate by the power of Satan by performing signs and wonders which will deceive the unregenerate who refuse the truth (2:9, 10).

d. These will be deceived because God would send them strong delusion (2:11, 12).  (See Excursus 12 – Salvation During the Tribulation)

IV. Paul thanks God for the Thessalonians and prays for their steadfastness in order to remind them of their calling so that they would hold fast to their profession and apostolic teaching (2:13-17).

A. Paul thanks God because His election of the Thessalonians to be saved and share in the blessings of the Gospel (2:13, 14).

B. Paul exhorts the elect to hold on to the sound teaching they had received (2:15).

C. Paul prays for the elect that God would encourage and strengthen them so that they would do and say what would be pleasing to Him (2:16, 17).

V. Paul exhorts the Thessalonians concerning practical matters so that they would return to normal Christian living in light of the corrected teaching he had given them on the Day of the Lord (3:1-15).

A. Paul requests their prayers that the Word would spread rapidly and be honored and that they would be delivered from evil men (3:1, 2).

B. Paul expresses God’s faithfulness to them and his confidence in them and prays that their love and patience would increase (3:3-5).

C. Paul instructs them on the discipline of the disorderly to bring back orderliness to the church (3:6-15).

1. He commands the faithful to withdraw from the offenders (3:6).

2. He supports this command by apostolic example in which they provided for their own needs and did not presume on the church (3:7-10) – Paul had already warned those who were idle in I Thess. 4:11 & 5:14 but evidently some had not responded.  This idleness led to being a busybody or perhaps spreading the false doctrine of the Day of the Lord thus expecting support from the church.  It is possible that these people either quit their jobs because of imminency or had lost their jobs due to persecution and were presuming and loafing off the church.  This seems to be what Paul is trying to correct by their example in vv. 7-10.

3. He gives specific instructions concerning the idle (3:11-13).

a. The idle were urged to settle down and support themselves (3:11, 12) – “quietness” has the idea of “the opposite of a feverish attitude over something.”  Basically, many of the Thessalonians were getting in an uproar over the rapture.  They confused Paul’s teaching and thought it meant soon.  However, he clarifies his position and informs them on how they should be living.  

b. The faithful were urged to continue to do what was right (3:13).

4. He gives further instructions if the idle did not repent (3:14, 15).

a. The person is to be ostracized so that he would feel ashamed of his actions (3:14).

b. The person is not to be treated in a reactionary way but it is to be remembered that he is still a brother (3:15).

VI. Paul concludes the letter with a prayer, salutation, and benediction (3:16-18).

A. He prays that they would have peace in the midst of their persecutions (3:16).

B. He greets the church noting that this was an authentic letter (3:17).

C. He pronounces the benediction that God’s grace would be with the whole church (3:18). 
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