Concluding Comments Regarding Woman’s Role As It Relates To A Man
1. biblical overview 

a. creation 

i. The woman is equal with the man in bearing God’s image. Ontologically there is no difference.

ii. Functionally, however, there is a difference. 

b. the Fall

i. The functional difference between the man and the woman had become strained. The roles will remain the same, but because of sin, they will just be more difficult to carry out.
ii. see Susan Foh, Westminster Journal Vol. 37, 1975 “What Is The Woman’s Desire?” for a lucid discussion of this point.

c. the O.T.

i. Women served in the doorway of the tabernacle. 

ii. There were prophetesses in the O.T. (eg., Miriam, Holdah, Deborah) 

iii. Women sang in the temple choirs. 

iv. No reference though to women serving as a priest or high priest. 

v. Several prayers of godly women which have been preserved as models of prayer.

d. the ministry of Jesus

i. There was a loyal group of women that traveled with Jesus. 

ii. He cared equally for the physical infirmities of women.

iii. He permitted Mary to sit at his feet, and in that culture, that was the posture of learning which was granted only to men in Jesus’ day. 

iv. Women healed by him publicly went and praised God in the synagogue which would have been unusual.

v. Women first carried the news of the resurrection. However, Jesus only chose male disciples and apostles.

vi. The Great Commission applies equally to both men and women.

e. early church

i. The Holy Spirit at Pentecost fell on women as well as on men.

ii. Women prayed with men in the meetings (Acts 1:14). 

iii. Women are lauded for their good works in the book of Acts. 

iv. Priscilla and Aquila taught Apollos more accurately the truth of God (Acts 18:26). 

v. Philip’s four daughters were prophetesses; so God used women as His mouthpiece in the early church.

f. Paul and Peter

i. Paul affirms the spiritual equality of men and women. 

ii. Women received the same spiritual gifts as men. 

iii. Paul also recognized women as prophets. 

iv. Later in the Pastoral Epistles, Paul instructs women to teach other women and children. 

v. Paul encouraged single women to devote themselves to the Lord’s service .

vi. In Philip. 4 Paul names two female co-workers. 

vii. In Rom. 16, ten of the twenty-nine names commended for loyal service are women. 

viii. Paul demonstrates that God has ordained a functional order, which we have just looked at in 1 Tim 2.

2. Remaining questions

a. What constitutes teaching in the church? 

i. Can a woman give a testimony, missionary report, devotional?

1. Should a woman be allowed to read Scripture in a church service?

2. What about women ushers. Would that bother you? 

3. What about a woman leading the choir on Sunday mornings? 

ii. What if the leadership of the church (assuming it be male) agrees among themselves that they will allow a woman to teach in the church, even teaching doctrine? Is that acceptable because the board approved it? Because they are allowing her, with their authority to do it? Is this move Scriptural? Or what about women teaching men in the church in a non-biblical field?

iii. Can a woman teach the Bible to men apart from the local church setting? For instance, at a Bible college or the mission field?

iv. A lot of these questions won’t even come into play. The main thing to keep in mind is what Paul is clearly saying needs to happen, and we need not be thrown off by the rhetoric of these questions. These questions are not the norm. There will always be awkward situations and circumstances, and questions that will arise from them. But, we cannot let this distract or deter us from what we do know and what is clear. In the tough decisions, we will just have to do our best. 
3. Final Conclusions

a. Scripture affirms that men and women are equal before God. 

b. Scripture affirms that men and women are distinct in their maleness and femaleness as created by God. 

c. Scripture affirms a functional order in the church. I’m not saying there is not order outside the church. But we are dealing here with the church. The man is given the task of leadership, and women are to be subject to that. 

d. Scripture affirms that women have significant ministries to perform along with men in the church. 

e. Scripture affirms that the office of elder is not open to a woman. Roles that would be perceived of as authoritative over the man are prohibited. As we place woman in service throughout the church, we have to ask ourselves why are we doing that, why are we putting a woman there? Will that contribute to what we are trying to show in the church? Usually it is not an issue of needing a woman to do these things, or to teach at a Bible college. In rare cases on the mission field, for example, her position would be seen more of as discipleship, not teaching as a pastor, even though she is building him up to be the pastor or teacher. 
f. Scripture affirms that a woman may participate actively in corporate worship, but not in a way in which she would be wielding authority over man. 
