“Christians and Wine-Drinking”
Two Preliminary Comments

1. The Bible makes it clear that God has given us all things to enjoy. We are to enjoy eating and drink (Eccl. 9:7; 1 Tim. 6:17)

2. It is important to be honest about what the Bible says about drinking and it’s important that we explain and articulate what we mean, what the Bible says. 
Observations

1. Drunkenness is a sin. (In Deut. drunkenness was to be met with capital punishment; 1 Cor. 6:9-10 “drunkards will not inherit the kingdom of God; Eph. 5:18 “be not drunk with wine”)

2. Strong drink is deceptive and sinful. 
a. The O.T. teaches that priests were to avoid strong drink (Lev. 10:8-9) 
b. Prov. 21:1. God is opposed to strong drink because it brings deception. 
c. The Bible says that it clouds of the minds of rulers to be fair. 
d. Isa. 5:11 says “woe to them that pursue strong drink.”

3. Drinking in excess is wrong. 
a. Amos 6—the nation of Israel is condemned for drinking bowels of wine. 
b. Hab. 2:15 says that over drinking leads to sexual perversion. It slows the thinking processes. 

c. Prov. 31:4-5.  It leads to sickness. 

d. Isa. 19:14. It leads to sleepiness, poverty and many other things.
4. Church leaders are to be moderate. 

a. If God had meant that he not drink wine at all, he would have said that. They were to be moderate in it. 

5. Wine was used as a medicine during the Biblical era. 

a. 2 Tim. 5:23, where “stomach” refers to the whole digestive system; 

b. Wine aids in digestion. 

c. It also served as a laxative in the ancient world. 

d. It was used as a painkiller (Prov. 31:6-7). 

e. It was used as a stimulant. 

f. To cure wounds (Luke 10:34, used by the Good Samaritan)

6. The Bible does not teach that “communion” wine nor “new” wine was unfermented. 

a. Hos. 4:11 – new wine does drunken 
b. Acts 2:13, sweet wine does also, else the people would not have mistaken these believers for drunks. 
7. Jesus did not make unfermented wine. Had the wine been flat, those at the wedding would not have given him the compliments. 

8. The N.T. does not teach that 1st century Christians were not to ever use wine. 

9. Modern day wine is not the same as N.T. wine. 

a. Many people make this mistake of transfer. They assume that the wine they drink today was the same as in Corinth. 

b. However, today’s wine is equivalent to strong drink in the O.T., which is forbidden. 

c. Very helpful article (oddly enough): Christianity Today June 20, 1975 by Robert Stine. He has done a vast amount of historical research regarding wine has cited: 
i. In Homer’s day, wine was 20 parts water and 1 part wine. 

ii. Plenny as 8 parts water and 1 part wine.

iii. The avg. was 3 or 4 parts water to 1 part wine. 

iv. 1 part water and 1 part wine was seen considered “strong drink” 

v. In the ancient world, water was not safe to drink: water could either be boiled (time consuming and expensive), filtered (not always safe), or, the most effective way was to add a part of wine to it. Yet even still, the alcoholic content was so minimal that Stine cites an early comment, “And the wine was said to affect the bladder before it affected the mind.”
10. Facts about alcohol (from N. Geisler, “Wine Drinking In N.T. Times”)
a. est. 10 mil. alcoholics in the United States 
b. of adults who drink, 36% are alcoholics 

c. 14-17 yrs. odl 3.3 mil. are alcoholics 

d. alcoholic-related deaths 200k/yr.

e. alcoholism cost the U.S. $50 bil. 

f. in 1965-65, 45% of H.S. students have been drunk before
g. it is one cause of cancer

h. ½ of all traffic fatalities are alcohol-related

i. 1/3 of all traffic injuries are alcohol-related

j. …and more.

11. Will wine-drinking lead to sin? “all things lawful, not all things profitable”
12. Will wine-drinking lead others to sin? 
13. My conclusion

a. In the U.S. today, there are plenty of non-alcoholic beverages. That was not the case in the N.T. times. Given the vast amount of options, why is alcohol necessary (eg. the selection of waters we have; the selections of PowerAde)?

b. We live in an alcoholic culture. The problem of alcoholism is much greater in our culture than it was the N.T culture.

c. Abstinence is a safe policy. (If people were told that they had a 1 in 10 chance of making it safely, nobody would fly. The fact of becoming an alcoholic based on an occasional drink is just that, 1 in 10.)
d. Abstinence is a consistent road to take.



